
RELIGIQUS LIFE AMOA'G THE
YOUNG.*

The subjeet "Relhiglous Lit-e.Anî-og the
10ung" was Introduced by Mr. Gracey.
le reterreti tiret, to Ililudrances or dis-
Couragenients lu the w-ay o! Christ-ian lite
aSIflOulg the you-ng. Sometinis we cpeak
a-4 If tillese were pra-tically extinct-
thiugs o! a pas-t age, because we now
euljoy 111thbe fuliet ceuse religlous liberty,
anId hecamse no suciht tîing as persecu-
tl" lnluthe severe sense outtatern isl
noW nlet wltýh. Yet tiere are to-day
serlout hindranc4m to the religlous lite
am-oý(ng taie Young.

1. There le tIc want of religlous instruc-
tion, and religious example in thbe iomse.
liefer-iug to the report on É lie
S;,tate 0f Religion pre»enteti to the ha"t
A&Rftemblylie .saidj the tone o! It indicat-
cd' that tamiîy religion lu our Churcli 15
far short o! wiiat it siîould be. 'Tlie fol-

lOigstatemrent., were quoted :
"Ini no cas3e are the answers so tunsatîs-

raetory asý under this lîead." Thuis tact
In1dîcaterau unbelthy condition la tluis
dePartment of Christian lirfe.

"OePre6bytcry reportes: the practIce
'Ir fanlly worshilp le not general, andirtam-
ly training goe withtanîiiy worsliip."
Anouther mfys, "1not forty pier cent. holti
taumiiy worship or make any atteînpt to

lectthe young."9

Af ourt Presbytery gives a con-
crete Case. The Session giveo figures:
()ut O! 118 familles, 12 have fanîiiy vor-
shlP11i have reading, and 95 have neith-
r thbe reading o! Sciipture nor prayer lu

their ho-mnes. AndInl 78 ut these 95 client
ftamilles there are Cliui-rcb inembers."

4)Wonder ±hat su many o! our Young
PeOPît' are gro>wlng up with very Ilttie
regard for te daims ut personal religion
ori the Clîurdh c! God. Wouid Moharu-

glbdns how the zeal, devut-lon and
loYaItY that are toitunt anîoug its votar-
les to-dny, If the chlldren saw- as littie
lu1 thefr honte.9 tavourable to tlîeir reiig-

'0? Would Idolatry be as tir-mly root-
el 111 the mind ol thc iieatlien, If the ciid-
t*n Ieard as Ilttle o! It f roint their parents

Q'o8rueehidren hear ut Clrltlaulty lu
nomilnal Christian homes ? Would lýom-
&ni5 1» lie as strongiy Entrcuclbed as It le
to-day ? Would there lic such regula4 r

bervance of ordi1n-ancesl, such loy-
4lt.Y to religious duty as w-e find cx-
hlbite lu that Chiu-i-ci, if the chuldi-cu
itearti andi saw as lîttie tavourable to It

11tileir. houles as some Protestant dhulti-
e~ eluI somne of our Protesgtant and pro-
fessedlY Christian homles lu favour o! our
P)ure anti Scriptural religion ?

2. The 3econd bindrance is -tle ten-
diencY towards clty lite. As peuple are
tllro>ln more together ant inltermingle
MlOi. e, famlly lire le supersedeti, ami

1toe110t preciotu dutiesl and priviheges are
ne9letd SUperfiiallty and exteruai-
1 '% dOminate the lite. Friv-olous habite,
ta«Sionable cutomsni, andtihte desire for a
lite of pleiaure anti Slow, gain the mias-teir3y Under these Influences, religion doee
'OL flOuridi. Reli-gion demianis Self-sac-
rit ice, labour, acît-denial, conecientione
't1ttenidauce to certain du-îles and a cou-
tifluOus effort to imlrove unr own anti
Our iieighbour'e condition. But these
deIuieinds are rcpndiated as unreasonable

bythuse b o lavebeI_-s -. 1en -witb1t

tu Or tend tihat way. The pions ,ai-c usu-
0ly More reticent. anti su the feelIng pi-e-
vails titat religion le3 unpopular. In sncb
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an atmosphere the tender plant of relig-
lous lite lu youiig mn or young womenI
wiltis and faits. It requlre* corne decided
courage and manlinebs Vo renain a mem-
ber of a Bible clace, to go regularly to
prayer ineetingz, to be knowu as an active
miember of a Soociety of Christian Endea-
vour, white regularly associating wvitli,
those who mock at s'ueh things. lu too
~nany cases therre le a disposition to shrink
fromi open aceknowled.Igment of Clhris-
tianlty, to comnpromise the matter, or to
yield the wliole case tO tile opponent of
religion.

4. A further hindrance ls Ignorance.
Wan't of hutne tEraining, negleet of
Sabbat.li chool, and the practical ex-
clusion of the Bible f roi our common
selhoolii, accounts for this. That young
manî or woman w1ho enters tapon the jour.-
ney of Ilie without acquaintance wvlth
the maxims, proverbe, promises, preceptis,
andi warnIngs o! lfoly Seripture,is nu-
der a greet disadvantage, for lie 'is eas-
ily micied wit'h false views of religion and
erroneous view'e o! lite.

Il. Encou.rage1rneit-: Notw itlistand lng
these indrances, every pastor lsecheer-
cd by the co-operation o! many young peo-
pie. llardiy a congregation thiat is not
encouraged and carried aio'ngi by the
cheerful, buoyan>t and liopeful lieip of the
youn.g banded togethler lu soenme way to
promote t-le congregationai interests. At
the prayer meeting usually the major-
lty are yOlg Pe0llIP. Our Sabbath
sehoolc are greatly indebted to youing
(ýliri4stiafle for thle work that le <loue ln
then. And this new organization, the
Y.P.S.C.E. le a stimrluc and bleetln-g lu
many a place. aurprliug those disposed
to take too glooiny a vie-w o! thin-gs
with t-le cnthinsia-ei and evangelical spir-
it, that so many young people are Is-
posed to exhibit. TPlis great movement
and the noticeabie change in our col-
leges an-d univerýsities lu favour ot relig-
ion as campared with wlhat, prevailed hiait
a century or a quarter of a century ago,
encourage uis to believe that true relig-
ion lis clafiniig great miultitudes of the
risiug generation.

Praetlcal Suggestions: 1. RerSive and
extend farnily worslilp. Mhe hope of
thc Church' lies In this direction. We dm11l
neyer "a aChurdli accounplishlu intit
land what we shouild accomplisli, until we
get- the homes made centres of Chiristian
exa4npie and. teachiu-g.

2. Make the Sabbathlî chools e van-
geliictie as weil as eduicational.
Teacli by ail meanei, but appeal to
the dhidren personally to accept
Christ.,. lun uany cases this Is the
only opportunity for a perconai appeal
to the chuîdren. Many chiidreu are nev-
er 8poken to about their salvation lu
their homes by their parents or thelr
friends, and if their Sunday school teach-
.er does3 not do it, they raay pass througli
lite without being persoualiy urged to
accept Christ.

3. Minîsters ouglit to break down
their teaching so that it %%-Il be intellig-
ible to the you-ng as weil as to others.
The commnl style o! preachin-g le too for-
muai, rhetorlcal, and higli-sounding to
the child, and sometimies to others as
well. The preacher is too often on stlits;
uway above wbat le natural and prac-
tîi ; -q.asort ofDpaautoffn-wliose tter

to withdraw IL. The mnembers 0f lresby-
tery gave full expressloui t4 their senfe

of the value o! Mr. Yeomans' work, botli
lu the congregation and lu churdli court,
statlng that every appearance lie lad
-made at Presbytery lad deepeu-ed their
respect. When lie eunie to Wiart>u It w-s
one of the Presbytery's mission fields. At
ics settlement, an annual grant was giv-

en f roui the Augmnentatlin Fund of $300.
The -membership lad declined so tliat ou-
ly 48 members could lie founil. There
liati beern no mission contributions, a-ad
the ordlnary revenuie was lu debt. The
churcli building va.s a emaîl rougI-cas-t
struicture. out o! repaîr. A YJ. KC. E.
was organized, "-iall a-t tiret, whicb lias
grown strong, and able to carry on
coutinuously Its own meetings.. As the
pa.stor took an i1.terest lu the spiritual
lite o! thc people, additioncs ere stead-
ily made to the membershlp, a-t one com-
mniuon 22, a-t another 17, at eaclî coin-
nînniion less or mort-, until the nunîber
reachi lug 100, a proposai vas made by
the Congregational Churdli ut the vil-
lage, then becoming vacant, to forîna
union. Tflicpactor offered to resîgu to ai-
10w a free choice, but a Congregational
deaeon e'ated thiey lad imade choice
and chioge Mr. Yeomuans, recogulzlug lhlm
as evangelical and temperance lu senti-
Iment. The union beiug et tected, the
congregation became indepîtndent o! au.g-
inenWtton. A newv church va-s erected
at, a cost of $7,000, and the ivork weut
on, until the memnbership o! 48 liad lie
corne 182, lu addition to severai Congre-
gationai members, atteud'ing the elturcli,
but not yet united as 1Presbyteriau meni-
bers. The ordinary revenue le reported
to Presbytery as not being behind, the
pastor being regularly paid lu full. An
officer of the co-gregatlon bore testi-
nîony to hie kno-ledIge o! conversions o!
youung people lu connection wlth the
pastor's work, wlîicli would aiways lie
cause for thanktulness. The lncrease dur-
ing the paet year lias been very large,
68 îîaving been added to the communion
roll, o! whom 57 were by profession. Fric-
tion haviu-g ari.sen between the Preeby-
terian and Cong regational elements,
it wam stated lu cougregational, meet-
ing, had Interfered' witli the work of
the SIabbath àchool as well as o! the pas-
tor. Under the new eirûumetanes, there-
fore, arising out of the meeting of Con-
gregatÀ onal wlth Prewbyterlan i)retli-
ren It lias been felit by MT. Yeomans
(Lhat a new pastor miglt lie able to take
Uip tii-e work and carry it on lu further
steps o! usefuiness. Mr-. Yconians Lucre-
f ore leaves his work wlth t-le deep re-
spect o! very many lu lis cougregation,
andi o! the wiîole Presbytery, whil the
Presbytery feel tlîat thc great change
lu tIec cpugregation tiiere, and tche uew
elutrci, building nov erectei, ill :îlwayH
lie a monument Vo the p;.sotor',s earuest and
useful work. lie lias not yct detlnltely
aceepteti a ncw work, bu-t wlshes a i-e-
lease andi a res-t for a t1me before takin-g
up a new work for whicb le le fitted
by the ripe cxperlence gained ftrom îmst
isuccestlul Chîristian endeavour.

FRENCH E VAA GELIZA 7I0A'.

To nicet the salaries ut thie niisionarles
o! the Board andi the maintenance of the
t--lloulis, together wi-th necessary repaire

nnov beialng e fcte on Co 0-n11Colegeuth

making up lte requkred amount. Ahi con-
tributions should lie torwarded to the
Trpamurer. addresscd Bey. I1obt. Wardlen,
1). D.*, Box 1839, I>Ost Offie, MXotreal.

JIULV 26th. 1893.]

A well-Dutivatei mLud le, seo to speak,
made u!p of ail the nds of preedjmg
ages. It l8 ouly one single uIind wrhleh
lias beein educatesj duri-ng al ls tînMe.
-Foutenelle.
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Cblrttan Enbeavor.
DANGER 0F BECQM1NG lIARD-

ENED.

REV. W. S. M'TAVISHI, BD., ST. GEORGEU

JUIY 30.-Acts zg: 9g;Mark yr6S:ç.14.
The sarne sun that 1neItýs iax will

liarden dlay, and 80 the preaehing of the
Word le sometimes a avour of Ilte uflto
Ilile, and somaetîmee a savour ot death un-
to death. The WoTrd whichi makes a deep
and abldlng Imipreflon for good upon
one heart wlll sometimes render another
more calionus than before. So Paul founci
it at Epliesus, and so it bas been foufld
e very where. 8Sonîe believe; div-ers are

hiardened.
1. What le ineant by hecoming liard.

ened ? (1) M bkneaas Vo becomje lesw
se(nsitIve to moral aud spiritual Jilpres.-810116- There are tixues lu the Ilile ofeveryoue when 'trut.îî niakes a deep li-
Pr1ession upon- hlm. There are times,
too, when a epeelal dispeusat.lon or God's
providence, aucli as a protracteîl slck-
ness, or a. deeth in the columuuity nlakes.
a <vlvld Iznpre2mîon on the iîeart-u«ually
ln yoimji But, If an effort le *nsale to
forget the truth or dispel the Impreâ-
sion made by the dispensation, the hearthecoînes lesS isenesiIve and lImpressi hie, :ami
If the sinful CGurse le perslsted ln, the
heart beeom2e 50i calloms tlîat It -seems
al!most Imnpoffsible to affect ît.

Muny a man miqllt say with Thomas
HOodI:

"Now, 'tis litte ioyTo kflow in farther off ironi heaven
Than wheu 1 was a boy."p

(2). Lt leeInm alà»o that the reproole
or conscience are less keeniy feit. When
a person la Young and tender lis cons-
cleneo ls easiîy rouffld wlth thoughte of
sin andi danger. Thaut Inward monitor
wains agalnst wrcng doinge whieh mnay
be coutelrnplated, and It miercilessly re-
proves andI reproachies wheu a sin has
been conmitted But If thesle reproofe aud
warnings are allowed Vo paffl unheed
ed, conScience, toc, begins' to elumber,
or to use the apost1e'e phrase, It le sear-
ed a6 Il wlth a hot Iron. If oue refu8eý3
to rise for three or four mornhnge alter
the alar..cîoek bals rouLçed hlm, It wll
cease to awaken. A Young 14Lan may be
ashamed to be aeen wltii a glass of ln-
toxicatinqIlîquor lu hIe baud, but If,
lu 4pite o~f the -enjik)mtrameffl of con6-
cIence, lie continues to tîpple, lie wIll
80oo1 become utterly ludîfferent as to
what men rnay tliuk or say, and, what
Is worse, he wlll have littie or no re-
gard for hIe social, hI@ moral or hie
ipiritual standing. (Jer. 8:12). So itlei
wltlî every sin that le ludu-lge< la Inýspîye
of the adeinonîmtlons of conscience. An aw-
fui rîsk la run by anyone who persista in
sin after conscience lias warned hlm that
sucli a course le wrong.

IL. Whereî îles. the danger ? (1). The
coul înüy lie Ieffftouitâself, and, *If so,
itè§ condition ls pîtiable indeed. Wheu Paul
founîl that lie could not convince the
lîardeued heartes In Ephesua, lie lef t themn
to t-hemeelves. God's spirit wlll not


