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RELIGIOUS LIFE AMONG THE
YOUNG*

The subject “Religious Life Among the
Young” was introduced by Mr. Gracey.
He referred, first, to hindrances or dis-
Couragements in the way of Christian life
&mong the young. Sometimes we speak
8% if thegse were practically extinet—
things of 4 past age, because we now
Rjoy in the fullest sense religious liberty,
ause no such thing as persecu-
100 in the severe semse of that termi is
U0W met with. Yet there are to-day
¥rious hindrances to the religious life
mong the young.

1. There is the want of religious instrue-
tion and religious example in the house.
Referring to  the report om  the
State of Religion presented to the last
A%sembly, he sald the tome of it indicat-
ed that tamily religion in our Church is
'ar short of what it should be. The fol-
lowing ¢tatements were quoted :

“In no case are the answers so unsatls-
'aClory as under this head.” This fact
i"dlcates an unhealthy condition in this
department of Christian life.

“One Presbytery reports: the practice
of tamily worship 1s not general, and fam-
ly training goes with family -wvorship.”
Another says, “not forty per cent. hold
Tamily worship or make any attempt to
teach the young.”

“A fourth Presbytery gives a con-
cage., The Session gives figures:
Out of 118 familtes, 12 have family wor-
Slip, 11 nave reading, and 95 have neith-
T the reading of Scripture nor prayer in
their homes. And In 78 of these 95 silent
@milies there are Church members.”

No wonder that so many of our young
People are growing up with very little
Y®8ard for phe claims of personal religion
°F ‘the Charch of God. Would Moham-
Wedanism ghow the zeal, devotion and
Oyalty that are found among its votar-
leg to-day, 1t the children saw as little
1 thefr homes tavourable to their relig-
lon?  wouna fdolatry be as firmly root-
ed in the mind of the heathen, if the child-
™0 heard as little of it from their pareats
88 8ome children hear of Christianity in
YOmina] COhristlan liomes? Would Rom-
A0ism be as strongly entrenched as It is
t‘)'day ?  Would there be such regular
ob"el'vance of ordinances, such loy-
alty to religlous duty as we find ex-
hibited in that Church, if the children
heard and saw as little favourable to it
N their homes as some Protestant child-
Ten see in some of our Protestant and pro-
®8sedly Christian homes In favour of our
Pure and Secriptural religion ?

2. The second hindrance is the ten-
dency towards city life. As people are

Town more together and intermingle
@ore, the family life is superseded, and
ts most precious duties and privileges are
Ueglected. Superficiality and external-
lsm dominate the life. Frivolous habits,
lashionable customs, and the desire for a

fe of pleasure and show, gain the mas-
tery. Under these influences, religion does
80t flourish. Religion demands self-sac-
""ce. labour, aeli-denial, conscientious
Attendance to certain duties and a con-

UUous effort to improve our own and
OUr neighbour’s condition. But these

®ands are repudiated as unreasonable
b those who have been smitten with the
SPIrit of faghionable life in favour of
Dlea-Sure, personal aggrandisement and
dlsplay, .

8. The modern form of industrial life
Presents a hindrance. The small shop,
the isloted Industry of the olden time, is
Bone. We have now centralization, large
sh"Dﬂ, scores and hundreds of men thrown
OBether, thus increasing production. We

Ve also large numbers of young women
Bathepeq together in large factorles. This
SOt of life is not favourable to religion.

c

'

- ~'“T¥ often It happens that the most out-

Poken ang talkative are those who
Peak’ in favour of scepticism and unbe-
ler, who mock at piety and make merry
OVer actions and speeches that are immok-

Or tend that way. The pious are usu-
ally more reticent, and so the feeling pre-
Vally ghat religion Is unpopular. In such
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an atmosphere the tender plant of relig-
ious life in young memn or young women
wilts and falls. It requires some decided
courage and manliness to remain a mem-
ber of a Bible class, to go regularly to
prayer meeting, to be known as an active
member of a Society of Christian Endea-
vour, while regularly associating
those who mock at such things. In too
many cases there is a disposition to shriyxk
from open acknowledgment of Chris-
tianity, to compromise the matter, or to
yield the whole case to the opponent of
religion.

4, A further hindrance is ignorance.
Want of home <iraining, neglect of
Sabbath aschool, and the practical ex-
elusion of the Bible from our common
schools, accoumts for this. That young
man or woman who en‘ters upon the jour-
ney of life without acquaintance with
the maxims, proverbs, promises, precepts,
and warnings of Holy Scripture, is un-
der a great disadvantage, for he ‘is eas-
ily misled with false views of religion and
erroneous views of life.

II. Encouragemenits: Notwithstanding
these hindrances, every pastor is cheer-
ed by the co-operation of many young peo-
ple. Hardly a congregation that is not
encouraged and carried along by the
cheerful, buoyant and hopeful help of the
young banded together in some way to
promote the congregational interests. At
the prayer meeting usually the major-
tty are young people. Our Sabbath
schools are greatly indebted to young
Christians for the work that is done in
them. And this new organization, the
Y.P.S.C.E. Is a stimulus and blessing in
many a place, surprising those disposed
to take too gloomy a view of things
with the enthusiasm and evangelical spir-
it, that so many young people are dis-
posed tc exhibit. This great movement
and the noticeable change in our col-
leges and universities in favour of relig.
ion as compared with what prevailed hal!
a century or a quarter of a century ago,
encourage us to believe that true relig-
ion is claiming great multitudes of the
rising generation.

Practical Suggestions: ‘1. Revive and
extend family worship. The hope of
the Church’ lies In this direction. We shall
never as a Church accomplish in this
land what we should accomplish, until we
get the homes made centres of Christian
example and teaching.

2., Make the Sabbath schools evan-
gelistic as well as educational.
Teach by all means, but appeal to
the children personally to accept
Christ. In many cases this is the
only opportunity for a personal appeal
to the children. Many children are nev-
er spoken to about their salvation in
their homes by their parents or their
friends, and Iif their Sunday school teach-
er does not do it, they may pass through
life without being personally urged to
accept Christ.

8. Ministers ought to break down
their teaching so that it will be intellig-
ible to the young as well as to others.
The common style of preaching is too for-
mal, rhetorical, and high-sounding to
the child, and sometimes to others as
well. The preacher is too often on stilts;
away above what is natural and prac-
tical; a asort of phantom, whose utter-
ances and actions are only for show and
not for practical teaching. What he says
has a far-away sound, as if it belonged
to some other sphere of existence. The
plain and homely and easily intelligible
is what is needed in our pulpits to-day
more than the 2loquent and high-sound-
ing discourse that instructs nobody, en-
lightens nobody, convinces nobody.’

REV. GEO YEOMANS AND THE
WIARTON CONGREGATION,

The Presbytery of Owen Sound at jts
meeting June 271h, accepted with many
expressions of regret, the resignation of
Rev. Geo. A. Yeomans of his charge of
Wiarton, presented at last meeting and
pressed by him, though a majority of
the congregation had voted to ask him
to withdraw it. The members of Pregby-
tery gave full expression to their gense

with

ment.

‘ing: had

of the value of Mr. Yeomans’ work, both
in the congregation aand in church court,
stating that every appearance he had
made at Presbytery had deepened their
respect. When he came to Wiarton it was
one of the Presbytery’s mission fields. At
his settlement, an annual grant was giv-
en from the Augmentation Fund of $300.
The membership had declined so that on-
ly 48 members could be found. There
had beet n¢ mission comtributions, and
the ordinary revenue was in debt. The
church building was a small rough-cast
structure. out of repair. A Y.P.S.C.LE.
was organlized, small at first, which has
grown strong, and able to carry on
continuously its own meetings. As the
pastor took an futerest in the spiritual
life of the people, additions were stead-
ily made tc the membership, at one com-
munion 22, at another 17, at each com-
munion less or more, until the number
reaching 100, a proposal was made by
the Congregational Church of the vil-
lage, them becoming vacant, to form a
union. The pastor offered to resign to al-
low a free choice, but a Congregational
deacon stated they had made choice
and chcese Mr. Yeomans, recognizing him
as evangelical and temperance in senti-
The union being effected, the
congregation became independent of aug-
mentation. A new church was erected
at a cost of $7,000, and the work went
on, unt{l the membership of 48 had be
come 182, in addition to several Congre-
gational members attending the church,
but not yet united as Presbyterian mem-
bers. The ordinary revenue is reported
to Iresbytery as not being behind, the
pastor belng regularly paid in full. An
ofiicer of the congregation bore testi-
mony to his knowledge of conversicns of
young people in connection with the
pastor’s work, which would always be
cause for thankfulness. The increase dur-
ing the past year has been very large,
68 having been added to the communion
roll, of whom 37 were by profession. Fric-
tion having arisen between the Presby-
terian and Congregational elements,
it was stated in congregational meet-
interfered ' withi ‘the work of
the Sabbath school as well ag of the pas-
tor. Under the new circumstances, there-
fore, arising out of the meeting of Con-
gregational with Presbyterian breth-
ren it has been felt by Mr. Yeomans
fthat a new pastor might be able to take
up the work and carry it on in further
steps of usefulness. Mr. Yeomans there-
fore leaves his work with the deep re-
spect of very many in his congregation,
and of the whole Presbytery, while the
Presbytery feel that the great c¢hange
in the congregation there, and the new
chureh building now erected, will nlways
be a monument to the pastor’s earnest and
useful work. He has not yet definitely
accepted a new work, but wishes a re-
lease and a rest for a time before taking
up a new work for which he s fitted
by the ripe experience gained from past
successful Christian endeavour.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

To meet the salaries of the missionaries
of the Board and the maintenamce of the
schools, together with necessary repairs
now being effected on Coligny College, the
sum of $10,000 is required by the first
week of August. The date appolnted by

the Gemeral Assembly for the Annual Col- -

lection is Sabbath. 30th July. It ls ear-
nestly hoped that, where missionary assoc-
‘ations do not exist, the collection will be
taken om this Sabbath in every congrega-
tion and mission station throughout the
Church, and the amount forwarded with-
out delwy. The Board are desirous that
the Missiom Schools should be maintained
by our Sabbath Schools, and ask a collec-
tion from every one of these on behalf of
the work. In past years the Mission has
been greatly heiped by the generous giits
c¢f many Individual friends throughout the
country. Never before was their assis-

tance more needed than now ; and with
confidence we appeal to them to aid in
making up the required amount. All con-
tributions should be forwarded to the
Treasurer, addressed Rev. Robt. Warden,
D. ., Box 1839, Post Oftice, Montreal.

. sin and danger.
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LDANGER OF BE COMING HARD.
ENED.
REV. W. S. M'TAVISH, B.D., sT. GEORGE
Julyzo.—Acts 19: 9; Mark 16 ¢ ge14.

The same sun that inelts wax will
harden clay, and so the preaching of the
Word is sometimes a savour of life unto
life, and sometimes a savour of death un-
to death. The Word which makes a deep
and abiding impressiou for good upon
one heart will sometimes render another
more callous than before. So Paul found
it a4t Ephesus, and so it has been foung

everywhere. Some believe; qdivers are
hardened,

I. What 1s meant by becoming 1}
caed 2 & hard-

1) It means #o become
sensitive to moray aml spiritual impres.
sions. Thera are times in the 1Iife of
eéveryons when ‘truth makes a- deep im-
pression upon hip, There are times
too, when a &peclal dispensation of God's,
Providence, such as a protracted sick-
ness, or a- death in the cammunity ,makes
4 vivid impression on the heurt-usuallv
in youth, But, if ap effort js .made t‘o
forget ‘the truth or disp

lens

almowt impossible to affect it

Many a i y ’
Hom man might say with I‘l}om&s

. “Now,
To know I’
Than

"tis little joy
m farther off from heavy
when I wag g boy.”” o

(2). It means also that the reproofs
of consclence are less keenly felt, When
cons-

a person 1g young and tender his
sed with thoughts of

cienco ig easily rou
Tha't inward monitor
wains against wrcng doings which inay
be contemplated, and |t mercilessly re-
and reproaches when a sip has
been c.zomunlt'bed. But if these reproofs and
warnings are allowed t0 pass umheed-
ed, congclence, begins to slumber,
's phrase, It Is sear-

to rise for three or f
the alarm-clock has
cease to awaken, A
ashamed to be seen
toxicating liquor in
in spite of the Temonstrances of cong.-
clence, he continues to tipple, he will
soon become utterly Inditferent ag to
what men may think or say, and, what
is worse, he will have little or no re-
gard for his social, his moral or

our mornings after
roused him, it wil]
young man may be
with a glass of in-
his hand, but it,

his
spiritual standing. (Jer. 8:12). So it Is
with every sin that is indulged in inspite
of the admonitions of conscience. Ap aw-

ful risk is run by anyone who persists in
sin after conscience has warned him that
such a course ig wrong.
1I. Wherein lies the da
soul may be left to jtel
its condition is pitiable indeed, When Payl

found that he could not convince the

hardened hearts in Ephesus, he 1left them
to themselves.

God’s spirit will not
always strive with man. How deplor-
able was the condition of King Saul when
the Spirlt of the Lord departed from him.
How sad Is the condition of any man when
the Spirlt ceases to strive with him,
‘ There is a time, we know not when, a
point, we know not where, :
That marks the destiny ol man to glory
or despair.”

(2.) There 18 a danger of sudden and
irremediable destruction. He that be-
ing often reproved hardeneth his neck
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that
without remedy. “To-day if ye will -
hear His volce, harden not your hearts.”
(Ps. 95: 7; Heb. 3: 13). Let the his-
tory of Pharaoh, Balaam, Herod, Pilate,
Judas Iscarlot ang Nero serve as a bea-
con to warn the impenitent everywhere.

nger ? (1). The
f, and, it so,

A well-cultivated mind is, 80 to speak,
made up of all the minds of preceding
ages. It is only one single mxiind which

has been educated during all this time.
—Foutenelle,



