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A N Eniglishi Liberai e:xplamned why Gladstone
did flot take hlm inta tuie Cabiret and give

luni charge ofithe navy by sa3ing that lie lacked
the prime qualification for thîe position, vi.., invin-
rilh, inoraucee f al/ i a. al afair.s. M'as it the
presence ai this prime qualification tiuat madle a
French latvyer Minister ai Agrictulture for Canada ?

C OME ai the obituary artic'es on Jay Gould deai
~.severely with lus business mcthods. In

neariy aIl, howtvecr, it is said that liceivas a member
ai the Presbyterian Churdli. People who tvcre
wrecked by the railîvay scliimes ai the deceased
millionaire are not ikely ta ledl kindly toîvards
Presbytcrianismn when they sec tlîat statemeiut. As a
matter ai fact Jay Gotîld tvas noi a tuember ai the
Presbyterian Churdlih.

AT the meeting aiftce Toronto Ministerial As-Ai sociatian lield last \-oiiday an able and
thouglitfui paper tvas read by the Rev. John Burtonî,
B.D., in tvhiciî lie prcecnted cicar and cogent reasons
for Christian union. There are difficuities in the
tvay, no doubt, but ilisincere endeavours are mnade to
abviate these, union ai the bodies that arc nearcst
akin might with reasonable dlibcration bc brought
about in due tume. For instance, Mr. Burton thinks
that Con gregational îst and Presbyterian churches
migît, tithout mnucli difficuity, fiîid a satisfactory
basis of unionl. Why îlot ? Whîo wotid care ta
forbid the ban ns?

SH E Minister ai Puîblic \Vorks for the Dominion
displayed poor taste and poorer judgment

the other daywhen lie congratulatcd an audience ai
French Roman Cathalics on the fact that a Roman
Catholic had became Prmier in spite ai the opposi-
tion ai the ianatics. Speeches ai that kind may
remind Protestants wib are îlot fanatics that while
there is t:ut onue Roman Catholic in the British
Cabinet, tiere arc seven lui the cabinet recently
fornrd at Ottawva. Seven secens a large proportion,
even thougli an effort lias been made ta balance
thernib y representatives frorn thc Orange body.
AU the lProtestants ai the Dominion are not Orange-
men.

pRESIl)ENT HARRISON is not in that calmPjudicial fraie aifnind %whiciî sa wvehibecames
a Presbyterîan eider. In lus recent message he
belabours lis political opponents tîtrougli, nearly
one-hal.the document and gives the remnainder ta
Canada. In discussing trade relations with the
Dominion he makes several palpable mistakes in
figures, having evidently been misled by those îvho
supplied hlm with material. Every ailowance
shauld be mrade for a beaten matn. The Iresiderit
is a good man and las giveil his country dlean
govcrnment. When lie goes West and breathes the
free air ai the prairie and teadhes his Bible class for
a time he wili feel mare kitîdly towards his
neighburs. _ __

IT is flot a littie strange tlîat the counties ai
1Oxford and Norfolk shottld have led off with

annexatian meetings. Norfolk is. an aid county,
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scttled originallywith U.E. Loyalîsts. The people
af that county imust have .been comfortable fifty
ycars aga. Taking it ail in ail Oxford is peîhaps
the finest cauinty in the Dominion. Varlous theories
are given for the avowed àrnîexationi sentiments of
some ai the people îvho live lii these splendid com-
munities. It is said that thcv are high-mindcd,
intelligent, hionest Canadians îvho arc not afraid ta
Say olienly wliat they think. Another explanation
is that annexation works iike complaîning in
general-those wtho have ieast tai compiain about
gencrally complain the rirst and inost.

THE Globe~ displays commendable cuterprise iniT.sending two members of its staff over
Ontario ta ascertain the vicws ai the people in regard
to poli' ical union and other cognate questions. No
doubt a large amoutit ai usclut information can be
qcctîred ini this way, but tvhen obtaitied il. may flot
aIl bc quite trustworthy. Some af the men inter-
vietved may change thecir opinions rather suddenly.
If some of those îvho decin-re that the country is
qttite pirosperous tvere askcd for a subscriptian for a
college, or for a incw churcli, or for missions, there is
a remaote possibility that tlîcy miglit discov::r scrious
business depression even i ic eiacality ln which
they live. Anybody wanting subscriptions for a
good cause shouid folioîv uo the Globe manî wlo
finds sa much prosperity amoîîg the farmecrq.

T HFE Episcopali;-ns and Presbyterians ai theT.United States hiave a joint committee on
organic union which mecets occasionally lu Newv
York or Philadeiphia, plays a littie at uînioni and lias
a good time gencrally. The patriarch ai Uhe
hztierior is a member of that committet' and he at-
tendcd once, some years ago, but ivas so convinced
tuie thing tvas a fairce that he paid lus own travefling
e.xpenses. Siuîce tlien lie lîa'z neyer gone again, bc-
cause each trip costs sevcnty-five dollars and lie does
not "lun lis sou1 " believe the îvork ai the committee
Às tvortlî five cents ta the Churcli. I ad he attended
regularly the bill for the Church wîould by this titne
foot up between thrce and four huîîdred dollars.
Tlue editor 15 now fuliy persuaded that the fainous
overture for union niade by the bishops lii Clîlcag-o
a iew years ago tvas "a bit ai ad cepizitanu,," and
meant nothing mare tl'an that the:y would like ta
have the 1rsbyterians and other denominiations
"added to the substructure ai thecir pyramid." We

neyer thouglit fo.-r a moment thiat it meant anything
more. Absorption and îlot union is vhat they tvant.

REVERRING ta the trials at present going onRiii New York and Cincinnati, the Interior
asks

Do these brethren eve.r try ta came ta an und trsîandiuig
wîîh each other, do they seek the best canstructionus ai adi
athey's opinions and views ? or arc the wnrst possible construc-
tions made sa that brethren regard thenîselves as purposely
slandered? Eliminate personat resentments, rivalries, preju
dires, ambitions-ait the elements of imperfection in human
nature, and these controversies wauld be for the sifting of
trulh. Différences af opinion wauld flot disappear, but these
differences would neyer risc ta the magnitude ai bitter sîrife.
Eliminate even two or tbrc of the ciements ai im-
perfection, such as vanity, love ai applause, ambition
for leadership and stubbornness, anid nany ai the
controtvcrsies that have rent the Church neyer tvould
have taken place. Strange as it nxay seeni, sanie
men are ained ta preach the gospel ai peace, as the
ambassadors of the God ai peace, delight ini strife,
and are neyer so happy as when in a figlit ai some
kind. Love ai applause does a world ai. harm, i
these exhibitions. It is a gieat thing for sanie
natures ta be spoken and tvrittcn about as leaders.
Thiere is no kind ai controversy that grace cannot
settle peaceably

E venture ta prcdict that the Globe's Coin-Wmissioners will find in the country annexa-
tianists only in a few spots and that in these spots
the feeling arises mainly froin a desire ta secure
better trade relations with aur neighbours. There
is, howevcr, unrest in many places, and a bad
harvest, continucd depression, or any one of a nuin-
ber ai causes might make many af the people grasp
at Poiical Union, just as many ai theni grasped
at thc N.I>. fourteen years ago without consider-
ing very seriously how much goad it might do theni.
Sir John Abbott tells us that he grasped at annexa-
tian in 1849 inl "a moment ai petulance," and what
an embyro Premier did, any number ai people
rnight be f001131 enough ta do. Mhen people are in
a desponding mood, in a depressed condition, or
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even a littie riled, they often do things that tînderi
different conditions they tvould nieyer have event
thought of doing. One thing is very clcar. 'File
unrest may soion giow into something serionis if
every mail is branded as a " rebel," " a traiito-r," andt
'«cncmy," and cvcrvthing cisc thU. is bad, %vicn l(.,

simpiy wants freer trade relations tit hi% nîeigit.
bours.

IF the pulpit denioinces gaînbiing too inany people
are rcady to say what do preachers kriow

about these things ? I-Ire is what NIr. Chauncey M.
Depew rcccntly said about it:

A -onsiderable proportion of failures in business and nînety
per cent. af the delalcatons and thefts and ruin af youth
among people who are cmplayed ini places of trust are due
directly ta gambling. i is the ane vice which seenis ta dcstroy
immediately the moral sense, and te oblîterate thut absolute:y
essential quality in employer and eniployce, in the r.ustodian
and his cash, in thet tustee and his estate, ini the sossand
bis rnother's or bis sisler's property, fidelîty ta the trust, the
violation ai which destroys the vialator and ruins the people
who confide in him. 1 have seen in my vast emplayrent so
much misery front the head af the family neglecting ils sup.
Part, and scquandering his earnings in the lottery ar the
palicy-shap, and promising Voung mien led astray in a sinall
way, and finally becomîng fugitives or landing in the criminal
dock, that I havecome tobelieve the commurnty which licenses
and tolerates public ganîbling cannot have prasperity i
business, religion inii is churches, or morality îmangi lis
people.

Mr. Dcpev is, as everybody knows, a great railtvay
manager, and speaks fromn the point Of view of a
business man. We have pleasurc in laying hîs
opinion before the Hon. M1r. Dryden, and respect-
fully ask himm"I he 15 takiin any stcps ini the %vay of
stampincr out gambiing at the autumn fatirs. Arc
directors who tolerate, pcrlîaps liccuse, gamblingat
these fairs ta have any further grains of public
nioney. That ganîbling liells should bc tolerated
in cities and towns wherc the), are generally maskced
is bad enough, but titat gambling should for a
moment be tolerated, perhaps cncouraged, at country
fairs in open day among farmeis' son-s is a burnina
disgracc ta Ontario. We talk întci, and often phari.
saicaliy about thc priest.ridden Frenchi of Qticlîrc
We venture ta say'that the habi/aits (Io îlOt drink
or gamble as mucli as înany Onitario IProtestanîts (Io.

MA.iiVJ'f(>/hl COL!.EGE.

T H-E follotviiig circular, signed by the Ilvii.
Chief justice Taylor, Chairman of the Bard,

and Principal john M. King, D.D., has beun issued
to, cali attention to thc clahnà af Manitoba College
on the support and encouragement of the churchieb
in the older provinces of the Domninion. Under te
able, encrgetic and faithfül management af Principal
King and those associatcd titlî bu an n the teaching
staff the Coilege lias mnade advanccs in usefulness
and proiperity for the last fewv years. As the cir-
cular intimates, the time has not yet arrived tvhten
the institution cati bc s:If-sustaiing, but that iiine
may be said ta be in siglit. The groving prosperity
of the North-West and încreasing immigration frani
the older la..ds ivili cre long realiz'e the anticipations
af the friends of Manitoba Coliege. The good
people af the North-West will assuint a position of
independence and give liberal support to their own
institutions as soon as thev can. McNfetthile contri-
butions from ail the congregati lis in the older pro.
vinces tvouid handsomecly ileet the preserit needs of
the college in Winnipeg. The attention af ail con-
cerned is respectfully called to thec circular, which is
as follows:

P>ermit us lu rer.ind you ai the collection on behaîf of
Manitoba College appainted by the General Assembly ta bc
taken up on the third Sabbath of Decemnber, and ta express
the hope that where it ij flot tric custonm ta niake a special
appropriation an behali ai thîs objcgLi, an opportunity will bc
given ta the congregatian ta contribute for it by a public cul.
lection.

The time will probably arrive when the institution may
be able ta dispense wîîh the assistance hitherto received
fîom Eastern congregations, but for the preseot it is indis.
pensable.

It shauld flot be forgotten in making the collec:ion or
appropriation that the change ordered by last Assembly,
according Io whîch the theological classes in ihis institution
are hereafier ta meet in the summer, will add considerably to
tht necessaty expenses, and that a part of the additianai
expenditure will requîre ta be met during the present floancial
ycar. It mnay be added that the mission field is during the
present winter already reaping the benefits of the change.

There neyer was, at any former period, se much
encouragement ta the Church ta sustai the Coltgie. The
attendance, even in the absence ai the theological classes, is
tbis session as large as it was last session with them, and the
greaîly increased accommodation for resident students is
fully occupied ; indeed, it bas been necessary ta decline
several applications for admission.


