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t 0 various crcumsiances. It ought to lead o il
gence and fanhfulness, and of thete has been apustacy
and sin, it ought to lead to epenmance. In all vihes
cascs, however, the explananuns are much breles,
being as it were only hints 1n passing.  Suinetimes
these appear 1o be given by Juhn on lus awn respun.
sibillcy, ¢.g., in chap. v, 5 John explains the seven
lamps befure the throne to mean the scven sputais of
Gud.  So againan chap, il 4 5 he expluns who the
144,000 singing before the thione we.e.  “ These ase
they which were nut defiied wath wumen, for they ace
virgins, Theae are they which fulluw the Lamb
wlithersoever He gucth,  These were sedeemned ftun
among men, being the first fruts unto Gued and o the
Lamb,”  But suie frequciddy sume one comes o
Jouhn to show him the interpretanon, cnher Chnst o
some angel, ¢y, i chap, v. 5, where John was weep-
mg berause no onc was fuund wourthy v open tue
scven-scaled scroll, s said,  And une of thie didars
saith unto me, Weep not, behold the Lion of the
tribe of Juda, the root of David, hath prc\.uic\l v
open the book.”  Ia the vision sself Chust appears
not as a lionbut us a lamb.  Thereare atleast tweaiy
such passages guang explanauons of symuuis in the
whole book,

4. This aumber will be considerably inureased J we
assume, as [ believe we must, that fur the moust past the
words which are heard uttered even dutang che couise
of the visions are not symbolical, but are intended 1o
furnish us with the key to the explivation of the
viswuns, Take fur example the cry of the suuls of the
martyss frum beneath the altar ander the Glih seay,
Y How long, ©) Lord, holy and true, dust thuu aut
sudge and avenge out blood un then that dweli onihie
eanth?™ This s pluniy andlnerally a uy fur the cae-
cution of sightevus judgiment and vengeauce. Thuse
who uttet it an the visiva are of course unly a2y mbuls,
but the ory oo the real Lry which s evet ascendiog X%
Gud, fur vengeance, from the bYioud of the maiy s, oo
agaun after the sounding of the fuusth trunpet, an
angel flies through the midst of heaven saying with o
loud voiee, " Woe, wue, wue to the inhabitants of e
carth by reason of the other vuies of the trumpet
which are yet tosound,” This vuicess plainly wtended
simply as a statement of the fact that thic consequences
of the last three ttumpets wuuld be mute ternle than
of the first four.

5. That in cases where the symbols aie adupied
from the Old Testament, as many of them are, they
must be explaned consistently with their usage there.
John draws very largely in hus amagery fiom Danie,,
Leckiely and Zechanab, andus angehic maclunery s
of the same gencral nature, and he paturally uses st
in the same way.  Itis nu valid vbjectiun 1o say thag
in these visions Juhn is not creative, but uniy recepuve,
for sv were the older prophets,and the visiuns i buthe
cases come from the same spirit. Ot taking the pun-
aiple that the supernatuzal always adapts usell
what s already nawural, we may suppuse John's aund
and anagination to have been alteady wnbued with
the symbolism of the oldet prophets, and that these
ncw sevelatwons geew out oty us tatha Oted then-
sclves toit.  This gives us some conaderabie advan-
tage in the explanation of the Apucaiypse. It guves
us a wider ficld from which (o draw Gur anfurmatiun as
to its sense.

Beyond these five we can haidly lay duwn any
prnciple that will be of much practical service. e
must only use common sense and carefuily avoid any
undue forcing of them in any particular shape 1n order
te fit into our general plan. One of the best pract-
cal tests of the correctness of any scheme will be the
zase and the naturalness with which it will eaplan
these symbols and fit them into one another.
Whatever scheme requires us to do violence to this
general rule must stand self-condemned.

Coming now to the other and more difficult aspect
of the book as prophetic, we lay down the foliowing
pnnuples as best fitted to guide us 1o wise and safe
conclusions:

1. That the practical object which the book has
view may be for the most part attained without being
able to explain it in detail, We have alieady seen
that the buuk is strictly speaking an episuc, which
was addressed 1o the seven churches of Asia, and
through them to the Church generally; and we may
well believe that they were as much puzzled to com-
prehend all its meaning as the Church has been ever
since.  la all probability even Jobn himseif unly pac-
vally undesstvod i, and Like the proplets of fusmer
time “scarched what or what manner of time the

spatat of Chest that was i um did signafy,”  But just
as the prophets of vid s ali chew prupheuies had an
unmediate practical ubjectin view, 50 we may assuine
that Juhn had aiso.  Hiherto this pracucal object
has becn for the must pant left vut of account, and in
fact many seem w e of the opnion that it has no
practical wbject, ot at any sate hat the practwal ob
jert s so campletely obseared and overshadowed by
the strangeness and mystery of ns symbolism that ot
may be Il out of account,. But we must nut allow
vutselies o furget that * all Scrpture is profitabic fus
ductrine, for repruof, fur cotrection, for iastnic.aon in
ughtcvusness.” Aud we must Gnnly Loy down the
princple that no piopheey s ever given merely fur
he sake of prupliesying o1 of displaying the divine
forcknowledge, just as no muaade has ever been
wrought sunply fur the sake of displaying divine
The Luvk inust have been intended o incer
sune spititual wantn the seven churches andin the
church generally.

Nur do we need to go very fat «a order w find out
the practicai vbjent ot had in vicw.  We get thekey to
& .0 the special epastles to the seven churches, where
we have watnings to evil ducis and encouragement to
those who patiently continue in well-doing. They
cunta.a thieats of puncshment to the wicked and pro-
auses of tewards to the nighicuus, alung with exhorta.
wetis o tepentance and faithfulaess based upun these,
aud all backed up by the deddaration of the speedy
wing of Chist. Aad these two parallel Lnes of
warnug aod encuutaganent tun on through the whole
buuk, always assvuiated nure ot less direutly with
that comming. We can readidy see why, for what dues
that conung mean?  Pluuly o means fist of all vae-
wry fut the aghtevus and for the cause of rightevus-
ncss. It means the womplete and final twumph o
tudhe It mcans that all the wials and difficulues of
the sightevus shail cease, and they shall enter unto
wict teward,  And what mute fitied to Al the hearts
of the peuple of Gud with hupe and juy than o dwell
on such a pruspect!  \What more Atted to give them
the grace of perscverance in persecution, than to be
assured that thewr Lotd will must centainl, cume w0
buny forth judguentand victuty!  Andat s a cemark-
abie fact thatn cvery age of the Church, more cspe-
canaly s days of putseeunoi, this buok has been turned
w for hupe and encouragement. However various

puwer.

heit theunes of eaplanativn, and huwever widely they

may have differed in details of interpretation, all the
pevple of Gud have agreed in secing g.uund of hupe
and encuutagemcent in the second comg of the Lord
and the full estabivshinent of the kingdum of heaven
on the earth.

But of cuugse that which brings hope to the peopic
of Gud must at the same ume Lnng dread o the
wiched. \'u.lol; fut the une sude imeans defeat fur the
athet, and the prediciion of the conung of the Lord
speedily o judpment is to them a solemn warmng o
repeniance. Nuw this ws a puint on which all dasses
of conunentators may be said to be agreed who adeernt
w it at all, and it is one on whick all may contanue
agrec, whatever thel: theutics “interpietauun, Aad
was une of the very greatest unputlance. Tor cven
suppusing it were the case that there was notlung else
that we could be sure about in the explaaation of u,
this much alone would give it a very living interest
for the Church at all times. And it is well wurth
while (s read the bouk through withuut secking 1o ex-
plan the details of the various visions with this idea
in the mind, that it 1s the prediction of a conflict whiih
is fo end in viclovy for the cause of rightconsness with
the coming f Christ  a prediction given for the cn-
wonragemeni of the Church in Listress.

It may be asked, If this were the main objectin
view, why was it put in such a form? M.ght not this
have been stated simply in so many words ani have
done with it?> In answer to this we hawve to say, that
this is actually dunc elsewhere in more passages than
une, fui the benefie of thuse who feel this 1o be a more
effective way of revealing the truth.  But apart from
the fact that God must be allowed to make revelations
in such a way as may scem most fitting to Him, we
may easily divine why some such form is chosen as
ihis which we find in the buvk of Revelation. It was
acewful that the seeond coming of Chast shouid be
placed before the Church in such a way asto Jay a
strong hold on gheir imagination, that 1t might become
vivid before their eyes. It was to be throughout its
future history the one great hope in the minds of God’s
peuple, and .o order that it might becume sy, i must
be clohed in such form as would command their at-

tenuen,  And we may safely say that he attempt has
aot been ansuceessful, for though a has caiied funh
an unmense deal of vain catiusity, it has alsu begotten
a large measure of genuine snterest n the nunds of
truly pious peuple,  This fact, chat the practical object
of the buvk may be aumacd without being able fully
wnteepret the buuk, may scen tn sume degree to
rescuc ot from the general aeglect into which it has
failen, and may alsu serve to teach s to be cuntented
with such further results as we may be able o attain
with suine mcasure of certamiy evea though they fall
far short of sauisfying our cuniusiy.

2. Our secund prnciple s tdus  that the book was
autintended 10 reveal 1w us the futere sn any such
way as tu cnabic us tv furecast the detals of hastory,
This is absv a punuple of very great unportance, and
of 1t be true, renders uttetly vam and useless all at.
tempts to make out fium the propheues of this book
what s hkely o be the coutse of events in the future,
and obliges us to rest ccntent with knowing only in
the must general way what 18 guing to be the issuc of
the world-lung struggle between goud and evil, without
rnowing how ot when. It alsg explains why it is that
ail the aucmpts whih have hiherto been made in
that direction have Uten falsified by the event, That
very fact, indeed, supplies us with strung evidence of
uts truth, for it 4s haedly to be cunceived as hikely that
had there been suffivient data to go upun, all these
effrts would have proved failures. -

It 1s further confinned aisu by the fact that similar
effurts to predict the future fiom the pruphecics of the
Uld Testament had failed o Like manner. There
were abundant predictions concerning the first coming
of Christ, and yet, thuugh they were carefully studied
by the jews, nuv unce fur a mument ever suspected that
Chust wuuid come in the furm i which He actually
appeated. It was only after the fulfiiment took place
that they could anderstand their fuil meaning, even in
the wase of the must spifitually-minded.  So :n the
apucalypse, the visions which appaiently are full in
detail are not of such o character as to enable us to
say defimtely what wail be the funn of the second
coming ot the circumstances by whith it will be at-
tended. That wheli us essentialin it o> clearly re-
vealed, that which s funinal in 1t s not, and it would
be but fully fur us w pretcnd that we can explain the
visions of the apocalypse fully until they are fully ac-
complished, or furetell whea and huw they are to be
accomplished.

But altugethier apart from this argument drawn from
the unsausfactury natare of all attempts to furecast the
fusure, there are other and dnore cugent reasons drawn
fromn ihe very aature of prophecy itself why we are ot
enutled to eapect any other result.  Itas evident to
any vne ob a momend's reflecion that in ordet to be
abie to determine befurehand what the detuls of the
future are o b, the fulluwing data must be given.—
desurtptions ot names of persuns and places, and also
the order and wine of events. Ualess we have all of
these, then vur cundusions mast aii be vague,  If any
be wanung, any view that may be held wiill be only
une vut of many possible variations, and so be entirely
uncertain,  Now, it wall be Jound un seading the book
ot Revelauon that Jhere s not one single instance in
which all of these daia are present. We have, fre-*
quently enough, descriptions of persons and places, but
very tately, if ac all, the urder of cvents plainly indi-
caled, and, as wil! presently be shown, we never have
any definite indication of time. With respect to order
and time, in the words of an old writer, *“ the prophets,
by the divine hight which illuninated them, for the
most part behetd things to come much as we look
apon a stormy sky. Fur while we see the stars
above us, we are incapable of rightly discerning at
how great a distan<e they are from us, or which are
nearer or which more remote.” Hence in the book of
Revelation we are not in a position to detcrmine when
or in what order the fuliiment 1s to take place. The
data asre not there; we cannct supply them, and there-
fore must icave the future to unfuid sisclf. We may
be able to foresee that certain important events are
going to happen sometime, but the when lies beyond
our knowledge, and Revelation gives us no help here.

These statements as to the absence of all clear in-
dications of order and time 1n the book of Revelation
wiil no doubt appear novel and starthog to many who
Rave not carcfuily inquired into the sabjec, for it is
the commonly received opinion that the order at any
rate is given, and that there are some hints as to iim?
which if only read aright would open up the wholr
secret of the future, and it is upon this commonly
rexcived opanion that all the varous attempts to do so
have been based. Dut we propose to show that this
opinion s almuss enutely without fuundation,

{Coniiuded next week.,



