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*18TOB AND IDOPLIO
FERVEINT FR4 YERS.

Fervent Ilerally mcatis Ilbaliing bot." one Who
allers a fervent prayer Il ln a state af spiritual ferment,
and profoundiy agitate A fervent praycr le flot a
more vocal utterance, but a beart-cry. No other
prayer Il avalltih mucb." It may, like thc celebraied
supplication of Edward Evcrttt, bc ilthe most cla-
quent prayer ever ofTcred ta a Boston audience," but,
iacking fervency, il as destitute of power with God as
a wax flower le of fragrance. Those offcring such
prayers arc like callets ta whom the door dcs flot
open, and wha, an Investigation, find that though thcy
have pulled the door-knob, and ratled lis wlre, they
have flot tung the bell. Multitudes thus fumb!c with
praycr's door*bell, and the door romains shut.

But wbili God le Indifférent ta prayers wblch arc
"words, words, words," He becomes intcrested the

moment a real call for beip fi uttered. He Il like
the loving mother who, while able tai sloop through a
Babel ai meaningless noises%, wakens the Instant ber
baby moans.

Prayers resernble telegrams. The operatar pays
no attention ta most ai them. His Instrument clicks
and rattles, but Le seems unconcerned. Suddenly
bis aspect changes. He listons as If fascinated. The
other messages werc simply passing thraugh thc In-
strument, and werc'far sorncbody cee; but now bis
offce is called and a telegrain for hum ta care for Is
being flasbed over the wires. Sa most prayers arc
for "lsasnebady cisc.'

But Martin Luther's prayers, which broke the spel
of ages and rocked the Papal throne, were for Godi,
and He listened. So wcre thase of the flery John
Knox, wbom Mlary, Quecra of Scots, feared more than
sl'e dld any army of ra,ooo mien. Sa was that cf
Flij* wben, climbing ta the top af Motunt Carmel, be
cast hîmseif upon the ground, and put bis face be-
tween Lis knees and prayed for raim. He did flot
ask for the restaratian ai the Jews, and tLe conversion
ci the Gentiles, and thr ovetthrow of idolatry, .,nd
the coming cf Christ. He dcslred anc tbing, and
deslred se fcrvently that he cauld think of nothing
cIsc.

Petitions %vbich are laaded down witb requests for
cverytbing ln general and nothing in particular, are
lukewarrm and meaninglcss.

The boy wha, as Christmas approaches, asks for a
top, and tent, anad tambourine; a kite, and Cart, and
kitten ; a bail, and boat, and bicycle ; a rccking-horse,
and brackct-saw. and prlntlig press, is nt'a fervent ln
Lis desire for either. But he whe tbinks koife and
talks knife, and dreams knif2, and whenever asked
what he would ILke, invatiably replies, Ilsomctbing ta
Whittle wlda,» iI s fervent, a, d, wbatever cIse Is with-
held or gl'-en, Le la sure t i a ich toc: ai bis stock-
ing on Christmas rnorning an answer ta bis prayer.
If our prayers are fervent they will be specific, and
such prayers are sure ta be board in beave.-,7. S.
Rreckinr'dg'. _____

£FlcuR T AND FAIT!!.

A Tuscan coastguard reported ta U-s governinent
tbat tbere hall been a "-mentable ibipwreck on the
caasi, and ho said : «Notwitbstab iog tbat I lent ta
the crew on board the ship every assistance possible
by means cf my speaking irumpe;, I regret ta say
that a number cf bodies were wasl cd upon the shore
flext niorning, dead"

Vevy vondesFu', wis it net ? And yct thls is the
kinA )f assistance wbich xnany wbo profess the falîh
Iend ta îLe people. Thry bave yielded theai tbe as-
sistanraof rbetorir, tlwerç rf speech, and the poctical
quatatians, and yet men bave persister! in impenl.
tencc. There Las been no real care for souls. The
sermon was preacbed, but the people were net prayed
for in secret. The people were flot Lunted for as men
search for prediis th-ngs. TLcy were net wepîover,
tl-ey were not a very deed cared about. Aiter ali
vas the spea'.ing irumpet'. help and nothing cisce.

But aur' :i»h makes us abundant la goad warks.
If you arc daing ail you possib!y can fir Christ,
endeavour ta do yte more. 1 believe a Christian ran
la generafly r;ghî when Le 's tring ta do mate than
Le can ; and when Le gocs still furthcr beyond that
point, Le wiii be even mare neariy rigbi. There are
scarcely any beunda tai the possibilily of service.
Many a man wbo il new doing fiite, mighî, with the

saine exertiosi, do twice as muc bhy Wise arrange-
moInt and courageous enterprisc. Fat Instance, ln
aur country îawn a sermon dcllvered on tLe village
green, would, ln ail prababillty, bc Worth twenty set.
nions ptcached la tbe cheptel 1 and ln London a set-
mon dclivered ta a crowd ln a public hall or iheaiso
may accomplish tan tlotes as much good ais If it Ladl
falien on the accnmpllshed cats of aur regular audi.
tors.

Wc sciti, like the aposile, ta, 12uneh ou nto tihîe
deep, or our ncts wiil never enclose a ge.'u multitude
ai fishes. If wc had but the pluck tai corne out cf eut
biding place and lice the foc, wc stiouid soon achelve
Immiense succcss. %Ve nocid far mare faitb ln thc
Haly Ghost. He wlll bless us If we trait aurselves
entiroly upan blim. -SurReon
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"lTey %bode wlth him thatday."-John 1: 39.
The younZ disciplcs siood and heard
Tite vondraous prophet's wonulraus word,
And strangely werc their spirits silmred.

WVlîh oattreched inger naised ta guida
%V'here lie of Nattaeibà walked asîde.
"lBehold tbe Lamb af God 1 " bie cried.

And John made answt. s IlClin i bc
Thar Christ shail corne 1mi Galilea?
Nay, Andrew. let us go, and sce."

And soon abreast, with cager mien,
And salutation shy, yet keten,
They walked, and casus wailccd botwcen.

Their napid questions forth they pour;
But they have other-more aur mare-
To ask lim ce they reach the door.

Of Ilis abolie: lie craves their siay,
WVsîh words se full of grace, thit tbey
Enter, and tbere abilde ihat day.

WVithin ;he court-lard, cool and dim,
Besitle a fountain's massy rian,
WVthdiawn, thcy sit and talk with Iliai.

*1 labbi, tLe Bapist vouchetb se,
Till ait out soula withln us glow;
But say-art Thou the Christ or no?

Il NVe count the years' propbeiic sura-
WVe kneel before aur aitars, dunib-
WVe watch until the Shloh conte t"

Then Jesus answers low and calm,
In words that drap like Gilead's bahu,
And baller titan thre haliest psalm.

lie lifts alafi ibeir faith se weak;
lie salves thre doubts îhey dare net speak;
lit granu the -jucit they crme tu seck.

Thre twilight falIs; the fouatain's $hine
Grows dli beneatti the day's decline;
They unly hear that voice divine.

0'erawed, ai length ihey rite and go.
Each to thre otbzr whispering low,
-'Tas li/ "*Illismîscif bath proved i sot"

That day with Christ t In after yeans,
Did not its memnzry sianch the tears
QI Andrew 'mid bis martyr fears?

WVhen John in Patrnos' exile lay
And worýe thre grinding hnurs away.
WVating-did he fu.get That Day?

Alargart .7. Mresfon-

'BIRJNG I A PREA CHER.

Would that tbis phrase were onheard la the Chris-
tian CbuicL Alas, h is netunknawn but is epeated
ofien, in ont and anothez part of the land. It is si-
diculaus , i belatîca the ministry. Couid the United
States Goveranmert "litre " an ambassador ta, repre.
sent Englaid t. Washington Gît> ? Suc.h a proposition
wauld hc ai...ounted an insult ta the Eoglzsh people.
Is It any mare revoecnt or rlght ta speait of an ac-
crcdited ambassador af the Lard lesus Chirai as a
hlreling ?

We praîcat against thc phrase. But thare la saine.
%liZr. anse tharu thc phrase. Iti athe offering toaminis.

ter .>a treatment du ci a ahircling. N ot many manths
ago, wc hoard of a congregation iphich Lad a pastor
who loved and cbcrished thora, He was doing bis
best for their welfaie, knew cf no:blng unpleasanî,
until anc day Le was scrvedl wlth a noticet bat his ser-
vices wcre ne longer wanted. Discharged with scarcely
the z,. artcry that would be ex'.ended hy a (Christian
employer) ta a servant 1 1rcEt la his advanding
ye=r with an inadt.;quate support, wbat cauld Le

do? Ilound by affection toi bis alLer church, Le
wa.s unwiliig ta reove ; tien couid Le find ;another
location at a week's notice. Such a case la bapplly a
rare one.

But anoiher feria a! ihlis , oVso rare Antuprirbi
employer (cals bound tai provido regularly for tLe
wages of bis cmptoyes, and ta sec that their moncy le
rcady for theni ai îltc close of the week. Mu..hnmare,
the steward or pziz ester whce bLIds la trust the lunda
that are laid as1de o ib~is purpose, le boitai punctu-
aliy ta band over ta the 'uployes their regular dues.
But bow many Christian Ci. 'aches and Christian mcn
treat the ambassador of Chrib. ln the mattr of bis
support, worie than a servant? As God'à stew-
ards tbey hold ln trmst the property designcd for the
rnaintcn. nceo f lites -amtassadors, and yet often thcy
put theai off, ufiproi -deï! for, and doter the payaient
ai their salaries, until % bundred othcr and unnacs-
sary mattors are arranged.

Christ's minfiters are net Lircling ; they aire His
ambassadors, and ire arc His stewards holding His
moncy or Hîs lands or His caîtie. Lot us thlnk cf
,bis, and act accondingly.-Chrislian Observoer.

IJREAKING DOWI.

Werking for God is ofica paintul asw'ell as l i. hum-
blizrg. Il entals suflering and we are fattcdi for Il by sut-
fcrtng. Why le ibis ? l3ecause suffering bringa us Into
closer icllopship with aur Lord, irbo was the Man
af Sorrows ; bccausc fi brings us liet dloser sympathy
with aur bretbren suffT-ring ail around us; because i
humblos us. Do you know what la God's chief difi-
culty miLh us? I i, Dot îhr'.fillacg us ; t Il the cmpty-
Ing us. Ibise net the edifying us ; lb is the pulling us
down. And iherefore it il that Gad's chief Instru.
ment ai edîificaiea l the pick-axe. Uc muei break ui
dowa, down, demn, and irbatever Hc gi vos us iodao
for Mis service, Ho wili firsiaf ail show us ihat we
are net able ta do it.

Ia aur P'roies, irhen a man Il wounded, thay taire
hlm ai once eut ai the ranks, and put hlm in the rear
ta take care et hlm. Ho la not fit for the flghting tîi
bis wounds are beaîed.

Net se la the Lýrd's army. Thore tLe faint (arc la
the hnei cf battit, and tbc wouadcd Icad the van-
guard. Leok ai the hilstcry af the Cburch, and yau
wiii sec that mail, if net ail, of ihose wbem Cod Lad
tanployed la a signai manner fer Hts gtory, have been
la anc way or anoîber, among the mast affi cted ai
men, cubher la beau or ln body-someîimes la bot.
Theretare, do net bc. afraid, of sufferlng. De net
thlnk that suffening Interfères wiLh service. On tLe
cantrary, fi helpa it on. Whcn, iETifoe, me oITel D'UT
prayors tai God, andi ask Hlm tei take us and tmake us,
donit Ici us forget ta put up anoiher petition betireen
these ima, and ask H lm te break us. Trhatis sa short
and comprehensive prayer, IlTake me 1 break me!
rnake me 1 "«*Ged answering ibat prayer can do saine.
îbing witb*us.-Thedore Mfonod.

CALMNESS 0F SPIRIT.

Calmuess and cquanimuiy ought tei be a part of
every anc's religion. IlI dare no more fret,» laid John
Weosley, I than tai curso and amear." One irho kncw
hlm mdll said tbat Le neyer saw hlm Iow-spinlted or
fretful ia Lis fle. He could net eadure the socicîy of
people Wrha wore cf tUts habit. ho says of them. :
IlTo have persans ai mny cars murmurlng and fretîing
ai everytblrag, Is like tcarlng the flesh fromn my bancs.
By the grace ot God, I am dlscontented at nothing.
I sec Gad sittlng an the throne and tulirig a:. things.1>

if every ant mas of this spirit, i moud wondeznUl
improve the world. Chrisiits tose thulr waysidc
camion,:, and dishenour the Master, by tLr-Ir freiful.
ness oive- ' .ttle troubles. Some who cari bear tLe great
sarro ivs of file wiLh a marty rs faitb and patience, mill
even show anger over the loss ai a buiten, the mnislay-
lng of a cane or fifteen minutes delay ai diciner, tbough
tbey Lave sîoad calmly by the graves of dear ones
gone, and cemfonîcd others wbosc hearts wecxc break-
Iag wiLh grief.

Daubales physical infirniity la a cs~se of mauc. of
the agiltation and fretfulness which many good peo-
ple exhibit ; but thcy muai guard againsi ibis.
Net only musi tboy match agaîns .vielting tei sucb
think.s, but they muei watds againat thre overwork, thc
stimulation, tho, excess, Uic glattony and tLe dyspepsla,
wblch rob mcn of peace, and which beave thera fier-
vous, freti and Impatient. God would bave us %%off.
It s smail credit ta a watchmalcar ta have bis matches


