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Little baties thon hait won,
Little îiîitesies achieved,
Little ivauts with care relieved,
Little words ini love expressed,
Littlte wrongs lit once cunfessed
Little lavaurs kindly dunc,
Little toits tu didil not shun.
Little glasces mîtekly woîn,
Little siights witts patience borne-
These sali crown thy pillawcd head,
1 Iuly iigbt upon ite shed;
These: are tîcasures that âhali sise
Fat beyond the smiling skies."

The next day was Tursday. What a cold, dreary daj il
was, and huw cold and dreary the worId and itfe looked ta
Helen as she Jragged weaitly ihiutigh tht dues of the

man lier hume scemed so bleak and bare , tht labours
reqauireda*f her .a distastetul, afier lier bni glimpse jta
sui a differcnt hume and fle. Il %as su ljauuîfiit ther--

"IJust like living in a picture," sile said Ia Phiiip, whcn
hie askcd if she hart hall a pleasant visit ; and allen during
the day shte was conscious of a lungiag desire In escape from
the reaiies= that claamcd ber, and spend ill her days injust
such a picture. 'l'b case and test of Mlargarel'a lite ; the
chae works of art and wealth that surrounded ber; the love
that vratclied aver and shielded ber su ttnderty frrnm AU con-
lact with the rough side of lite ; how templîng, how precsous
they ail seemedi lu poor len 1 how hard, and empty, and
unpiotected her own fle by contrast louked t - Oh, dear 1 1
ahc sighed, despondently. white she iioned away an bier
father's shirt, 1* dan'l sec wby we caunot ail have beautiful
homes and brautatut possesoas. 1 don't understand why

-t si that soute have AUl the sunshine ai lite and attitrs ail
tht shadowa. Things dun't seem tu bce qaily divided hitre.
1 wanuer il they eber %~llt bcl"' P.ar Helen; the sankvery,
deep in the Sluugh of JJespond that day.

Ronald and Sîbyl stemned dueir than usual ai their les-
sans, and lttier tî.în ever ut mischiel wben allowed In play.
And Mlaîsme, whose thoughîs were vecy apt ta make long
absences3 tram the kitchtn whece her body dwett, wai to-day
maie tungeliut tbn ever.

At filât, afîer ahc had let the cake bura ta a cinder in the
aven, the lea-ketîte boil dîy, and an lion scotch a new table-
Cloîh, len's patience gave out.

"M«Ilaire 1 11 sue cxclatmed, 111 do think you arc the
stuptdest girl thai cicr preterîded ta have a mind. Why
dun't yuu tr.ank sihat yuu are duîog, instead of muvtng
round litre like an aulomatun? 1 dun't know what yau
use your head lac; bal il cetainly isn't ta hclp you do your
wosk.'

ISakes alive, M.Niss Helen," MIatait responded, with snap.
ping eyes, '- 1 huught bands sveîe made ta work with, nul
heads. 1 &nets I'd make queer sîurk mixing hrcad with my
hcad ;and it 'pesrs ta tue, Milss Heclen, 1 toast say, il l'ina
tht siupîdest girl in tht world, yau ain t very far tram being
tht crussest. 1 dccdat' 1 dun'î b'aievt going visittng 'gîtecs
wîth you. I guess yau made medîcine of sogar-ploms,
Misi, len ; that'a. ' oat mir 'pînion."

Pour Heclenl t el checks buîned crinison, and heer bead
tank unden Matsies sharp woîds.

Saucy lhey ceîainly were. If thece vasany anc prvilege
in the wurld that bMaua pîîzed aboya ail others, andI wouid
neyer subtoit ta have curr.atled, il was the privilege of usiog
ber tangue, wvhenever, wnecevec, and however she pltaseca.
But it was nat becau>e her wards were saucy, but beca use
theyaere true, that they strung Helen note.

II Made medicine of sugar.jlams." l'es, sht certainly
had dune that, :nd vcy bi.ter, inpalatable medîcint, tua.
Vet in spîte aI her cunscaousness Ihat il %as su, site seted
ipelrd ta go un listing and chew:ng the naxiaus potion.

Duzîng the aiîcrnoon, whitle sit 5 atone menaîng ane ot
Sbyl"à fitte aprons, ber thaughus went back ta tht canver-
zakuun in àma Waldermac's librany, and ta tht books that
hid tiien appeared ta her such fartnddcn fruit.

1-Wrc uicy rcally that? Coald abe mot have talcen
tbern ?"I

SIte ran avez tht houcs sud dulies ofai'ct day. Fcam six
a'cluck in the usaînhng ta ten o'cluck in tht cvening was a
long tumie; but, long as it was, H.len couid find no minutes
tisai wer flot lly occophed. Il I there ta nothîng cie ta
do, Iberte is alwa)s ibis tinesome, unending sewiag," site
sigbed. "I . vunuer if st wauid bc '-ry -Acong ta ccowd
tume of il out, and cruwd a buuk in. Tht chaîdreu wear
out their cluîhes veîy lai; 1 believe if 1 didn't mena aad
make ncw unes fur tiren ait thetrlie, they would bc maie
carclai.

- 'Ana theri, thcre arc the eveni.ugs,"&sie vent on, moodily.
"1 rtua't zec. aller atl, %% hy 1 ahuula devute îbem ta i'hi.ip

andi Fied. Tiicy rnight play garnet by themaclves, andt snoy
titeur Iessons withuut Cerssatsnly vann me ta help te-cm.
lire a reat atind ta tell themn ta-nigbt that I can': bc
Ittheted . they tsasllt Cel alang by îhemselves. I amn turc,
=ama woutid neyer mish me lu bc sucs a slave, if the
k-new." "Evert Christ plcased not Himmcf: " boy pis.iniy,
iveeîly, Helen secmd jast then ta hear her mother reart
thea= wurds. flow mean, selIfisit, conternpttble ber murmur-
ing sounded beside thent i

1U bot tears caime, and, humbled and asisaxed, aise
dropped bel head in ber banda and prayed ta bc fargivenx,
and, in spite of ai ber rebellig, ta bc Icd arigbx.

Ttirougb thetreat af the aiternocn and evening Helen
ventabuuL aol.ly and genî.y. iber face vasa haîuesaddec
tbm osuai, ana su, as I'tîulp wstebed il, bcethoiîgbt il wau,
yct si sccmdd avclt as .. and he cuald nui rnakc op bis
mmd ta vshb it dIticent.

i icçuar, Nla»ter 'h.1p. Mazsit sid con5identiahly,
when lbîiip wus lotkmun the kutchen aI heauime, *I dcelar
I think aur Mliss lein is ane vety qute girl. Thtis muara-

lng you'd have thought ahe'd change molasses cindy Int
rhubarb ; and nov, ilt she'd juiflobok At saur miik, il is my
belief she'd tura if aveet. I declan' I don't undcnsîand her
rit a&I."

lhphaps len ii ber youlh sud inexperlence did not fuIlly
undenstand herself ; but one thing, betore ahc iept that nigsu,
she sttied lu ber nrind tlrmiy and torever.

IlThis lias been a mInscrable day," ahc thoîight senlausî>',
" and 1 bave beein vet>' toolish and vicked ; b ut It wvasn't
becausa, as Mitsie said, my visit didu't agret with me, bat
becauisa I anst nul a lovirsg, obtdirnt cbild tu ny liamenty
Father. If11 vas svhoiiy rtcanciled la ii wîi, st wouidit
lin me so mucb ta knuw thai thene are goad. and pleasant,
and beautiult thinga hn tht warld ihat are out ai my reach.
Atways, ut God deemed it best, if 1 may kttow lmc sud do
lits viii, 1 will ask for no other knaviedge. IlVhat He
gives me, 1 wîli take wih tsanlcsRiving ; visen lie denies, I
watl nesugo vils tbanksgivirîg. 0 mamma, you vert rigist
when yoa said, ' Lite unly was croxned aud coaa when we,
tram aur deepesi heartt, could a> sud pra>', liot my yul,
bol tihine bc danc."'

"Papa," Helen mad next marning, as ber fatherwas pre'
paig ta go ta bus i.ffict, "lPapa w.li you please give me a,

tti e money? Christmnas wl ne here sono, sud I ant tu
bay samte Christmas presenti foc the tilîdren."

"Christmas Prescrnts I-Cistmas nonisense." Mr. Hum-
phrey anawercd, coutçmptuutly. "II don't believe hn saci
ibings, Helen. i is a greal vaste of mone , and 1 cia tell
yau moiiey is a very scarce îhing. It dosen t drop fram the
cloods like sncit, sud i ha Dot ta ho gatbered from tht trees
like mass. Oue bas ta work for mont>', and what one vans
fac, ont ought ta keep vith carce" and Mr. Humphrey but-
toned bit avercoat across bis breasi witb an air that nid!
that vas whaî hc hnîended ta do, sud there vas ai end af
the matter.

I1 know il, papa," Helen urgea, gentl>', "Ibat I onl>'
vant a fev dallais, sud I wan't vaste thera. I do su
want ta make the chiidntn happy on Christmtas day," she
pleaded. IIMamma alwtays dîd.'

*Weil, here, then," naid hec tatiser, openhng bis pocket-
boakS; -hertz are three dollars; malle: thent go as tar as you
cao. Remember, 1 dadn'î pick thent oui oi tht road like
mtes, and sa don't tlscow thent avay foc allier men ta pick
ap.1

..Thant. yaa, papa," Helen answered, gcatefaily; 1
Wul try ta bc cardaui. Can Philhp lake me ta Riverton titis
afternon?"I

Mu. Humphrey considcctd foc a moment: "les," he
said then ; - oui>' mid that bc keeps ta the stcahbt toad
dan'î let bita get into any mare miscbiel wih the hanses"

"1No. sir ; ve wyul bc vcc carefut," and vit>, a brigist fact
Helen vent bacS ino tht àshtiing-room. Tht baya weretihli
there icvieving their lessons.

IPhiiip,"' the aîked, "tcan yoii manage la lIan yaur
atinoon lesons ihis murnîug, su as ta bat nr»tbing but tht
cctltions, if yau drive me ta Rivertai', alter dianer? "

II Yes," l>hîhîp arssered, joyiolly ; **I aimasî knov tisen
nov. WVhat arc yon gaing to Rivertan for, Nellie? It vill
bc jost splendid ta go ihtrc ibis afiennoon."

",l'm going ton, ain't 1 ?" Fred asked, hn a very esager
vmice.

*No," Heclen said, gently' "Phiiip is enougit ta drive
me, and 1 dan't think you ovgitt ta lcave scbol, Fred."

-I ought ta, jusl as mach r- Pbii," Frtd retortcd, vraîh.
folly, tht more incensd because he losew bis lessons vent
neyer as vl prepaced, non bis standing ever as god as bis
brothers "If Phîl gat, l'm going, ton. I von't bc anubbtd
and put dowu b>'-

Wbhat made Fred a sucdenly pause in his angr7 speech ?
WVby vas bis senten.ce Iitt aofinised? Why dia hc tait
away and begin la pick up bis books foc scbool ?

IIAnd Ht vent dova with tuent, and carne ta Nauaretit,
and ssas sabject uto ihent."

WVert the wards seuil>' vchttea on tht watts of the roont?
was tht wind remit>' cepetig them ?

Fred sl-emed tai -set and bear thent eveiyvhere fac a ftac
seconds, white he sttaggled nobl>' vtth bis pride sucs dis-
appourtmnt; Iben lic looked up plca=atly tata lehea'
di.tnessed face.

" No malter, Neliie," is id, bravely; "I dou't mind.
Tht boys are Coing ta have a snov-balt battît atter scisoo! ;
1 guets hat witt bc as god as Riventon. l'ou'l briag mesa
sugar-plunt, won'i you?" bie added, as hie stopped b>' bis
sisier ta Sus ber.

*1l'ou deserva mare tisai ont,"b Helen said, as aise passed
bier band sifecîxonatel>' through bis curiy brovn loeSs.
"lDean Fred," shc whrspered, "*yeu have made mte vcry
hippy-"

Don't maire a ieîlow cry," bt whispered bacir. "4I
(argot ail about JIim for a minute, Heleti; but 1 ceratra
bered, and it II ait cîgbt now. Coule, Phil, art yau ready?
there gues tht finst Icih." A.id wutb a brigbt good-marnicg,
the avo b-'ys riln off.

Twa difficultics had been cleaced oct of Helen', pals, bat
tht raid lu Itivertori vas net )et fret: tram obstacles.

Ronald sud Sîbyl hadl iisteed, vils wide-avake tara, ta
the conversaion between Ibeir brathecsanmd sister. Il was
titîr tara nov, sud tht>' vcet alowl tuauvait thtmselves

"fiW Mbat Are you going ta Rivrton for, Nellie ?" Roaald
asked, feeling bis way vits the sil ot au aid dipiomatist.

1 On bus'iness, Ronald."
4 4Are fouCa oing lu tht sir-igh"
"les, ticlto arssertd, as aise mo-ci bniaki> about tise

roont, dusthng aid nrranging fecuiturt.
IIAin't Sibyl and 1 ga:ug, too?"
Helen hall already cnnsldeied thal question. If site tocir

tht little anas site vould bc seriouslj hindeced in bei shop.
pn.Hoiw coula abc bu>y a doit for Sibyl, or a book foi

RonaLdc, vits utu cunious, prying litIle eyez vatchlng ber
cvî-y moventent?

No. She coula ual do that, ste decideil; neither coula
aire heave then in Matsie's pc'itecig care. :She Sati ce-
aohved ta asir a fritidly neigbboni, vho, hivheaquite b>' ber-
self vas alva>': icady and &lad ta do kind timais for cubera,
tu conte in aid keep bouste diting b=r absece .And baving
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su detcriained ste vas pcepared for Ronald'a question, and
ready wità ber answer t

I thiuk no1, Ronald." the said; Il1 shall bo very bus>,
and Il vouid hinder me If Von and Sihyi were witb me.
Aunt Ellza wiii sîay with yo, and you yull bc gond eldrea
and rnake ber na trouble, wan'l you ?"I

Ronald staod vltb heaving choit and tremblng lips. Ho
was not subdused; he wanted ta go dreadfuily r bul ho was
not quite ready for open rehellion. Sîbyl came tu his asalat.
ance.

"lNo," she said, definantly, the large angr tesrs filling
ber eteL IlNo. we won't bW gond, Helen r we'll ride
down the banisteca; ve'ii play with tht lire;s we'l bW saucy
ta Aunt 'Lîza, and we'l-wel-ae Nicodemus," ste cm-
claimed. remerinsg an expression her father had once
useri wben cont laIlng of hec noise; "If you don't let us
go."

Il cannot let you go; and you must uts>' home and ho
gond chidren," Hellen repesttd, firmly.

IWe won't; su there 1"I Ronald exeialmtd, whUle Sibyl
dcoppcd down an hec unfalng resort-tht floor-and began
ta kick and cry vemnently.

Helen stood for a moment ioolcinR At tht chlldren vith a
feeling cf aller despair. She vas hait inciined ta yleld the
point and let Ilhent g o, when Mca. WValdermar's advlee ce-
curied ta her: "4Insist aiways upons obedltr.ct, wben once
the question la calsed," and In a loy, pleasatIt volte ahe
s-ad:

"0Ranald, Sibyl ; stop ccying and listen ta me."
Something in bier tante acnested tht attention af tise eltil-

dren ; they ceaad thei, cries sud vrsited for ber next vardi.
"II cannt let you go," the repeated.
"Then we'll cry louder," interrupted Sibyl.
~'No, you wili not ;"I Hellen said, ,ternly, IlYau wiii ho

quiet and hear what I have ta aay : don't you knov that if
la ntctssaty Irai shottld obey me?"

"I 'es," Ronald said, "Ibut it isalso tecessar>' for us tuogo
ta Riverion when you go, Hlelen.'

"'No," site nid, Ilif il vas necessary, I hould let you
go ; vewnt vou now ta bW gond, unsellisis hit cbldren,
and do as I think hest vithout more er Drg; viii you ?"I

"IWitt you bring us somelh3g ?" SIh-yl dentanded. re-
salied, if they coula ual go, lit least ta effeet a compromise
which aboutit ho in their favour.

"Yes," tremhled on Hclen's lips; but "Don't bribe
thent." seemed la Wc vhispered ini herctacs.

"INu," she said azain, gentiy bat decidedl>'. "II canaot
buy anylhing tagive you to.nigbtSibyl 'au muttay a
home becauIe it la besl Vou bhouid, and tint because 1 hire you
toan m so amt sure," tbe said, as aise looked in their tear-
lut, pouting faces, IlRunald is tonormachi of a man, and Sibyl
fou luach of a waman ta vant me ta treat thent as il they
vert babies. l'au kaow men and vomea oftu have to do
what tbey dor4't like la."I

"IDo they ?"I Ronald aslned, vith sudden interet; "do
you tiver do i6hat 7015 don': vent ta, Neiite?"

"l's," aise said with a algh; "aoitan."
"Do yau ?"I Sibyl quesiioned. '4I thougbt tia vas

why people çcoved op, an tise> coula do juat as lthe> vanted
ta. When Inm a urowed.up wom4 N ee tn': 1 do just
as I'm a mind tua?

"I'n afrsid net, dean," Helen sid, hWul'sadly, as aùS
stoaped and kissed tht uplifitd, tarnest liltie face.

Ronald stood fur a moment, apaent>' tn deep thought
44Nellie," bc saud, salemnly, "i tud Id at 1doWt vaut ta
-if I sta>' at home and daa't en>' =y> mare, vill It maire me
a man--& ceai gcowded-up -ai vils a black beaver bau,
aDy soulier ?"I

"INot a tait am like papa,"' Hel=n ansvered ç "i vii
tal certs for you tu Rowtu bca man, Ronald ; but itvili
make yen a brave, mail>' boy-a- boy I tans love and trust,
Ronald, and that viii bc botter tisai being a grava main."

Il Villif h?"' Ronald asked. doubtfully. "Well," bcaaid,
drang a long breath ; "ll'Il try it, Nellie; l'l try ta be a
raaI> boy, and u ma>' go tu Riverton, and I vani't cryl"
and Ronald bit bis lip, and vhnked ver>' [ut in bis efforts ta
keep his yard and prove bimisell manly.

" Bat 1 viii," Sibyl saud, vils a stantp of ber tii>' foot;
14I ain'î goirig tu bo a man, and l'i1 cry-lIl cry euough for
us botit."

"No. you von't," Ronald nid, turninç ta ber vith a
look af grave authadity. 1«No, yca von t ccy, 'caissn
Woanf t F ou."

" «Hav are you going tu help if ??" Sihyl cetarttd.
Ronaldlooked at br. "'Wbaldogsoved nedo tokee

little girls tram crying, Helen?" IIse asked, driaving him=l
up and lookilig awn withban airof great dignity upon Sibyl.
II tell yon v et, Sibyl," bc aontinued, as a bcight thought

struce bit; '*)ou be gond, sud stop crying, sud l'Il lt
yau have my watcab; yau ray> wear it aIl tbis aflernoon."1

Ronald's loy watch vas bis moat treasred possesaien,
and Helen (ail>' apprreiattd tht self-denial that rmade hlm,
suecr guarding 1: jeainusl>' for veeca Iront Sibyl's daniterous
flugeca, no a gtaernsly alfer ta tensd il ta ber. Bat ste
was not satitid ta have it so; ste wanted Sibyl ta bo se-
tuaied b>' a higher motive :han that ai personda gain; so the
sud :

"oStop a moment, Ronalda; y ou are very kindi bul 1
d't believe Sîbyl vants ta o b ired Iu o rlght. If you

are polit ta ho a mail>' boTj Sîbyl vants ta ho a voanl>'
ltl trdon't you, dean?

" No, 1 dr't'," Sibyl said, perversel>. IlI daa't vaut ta
bo a vomis ; 1 van: tise vatels."

"IBut you don't van: tue boa selfias little girl ? you van:
ta bo kind ta Ronald, as ho ha tu you ?"I

Sibyl considered tht questr o. "Data sisalt meni (S me
ta let Ronald lteep AUs vatch, and to let yau go ta Pàvcetco
and foi nme tassty home, aud rmt c>'? aise aaked, dowly>.

Helen nodded.
"la uSat thse va> tise angels opila hoavea do?"
"Yes, the angels are alvays unsehfi."
*It la IrMr bard ta ho ul6sb," Sibyl aasd, gravai>;

"1 pu 1 vouldn't vant ta ho an angd vey long; but,
Nellie, 11i play' at one titis allernooa, and I vais': a>' imy
more. So novit iaa&31'cded. Rosaldles you and 1go
look ai the rabiits."


