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money to build railroads to ride over, but now the
railroads are riding over the people, and over all laws
human and divine. What is to be done? An inter-
national convention is 1o be held in Pattsburgh,in De-
cember, to consider this question, and to devise, if
posstble, some method of co-operation between the
States and Canada, to arrest international Sabbath
profanation on the through lines of railway. The
problem which the Christian people in both countries
have to grapple with is one of gigantic difticuby.
Our Sabbath Observance Committee are requested to
send representatives to Pittsburgh, and are appealed to
for sugypestions as to some practical form oi interna-
tional co-operation. I trust some of 1he friends of the
Sabbath throughout the Dominion may be able to
supgest to our Committee some measures that may
proveto be of value. Qur great need i Canada is a
Sabbath law fund to detray the expense of putung the
Jaw in force, Private persons cannot nsk the costs of
legal action against strong corp. rations.
W. T. MCMULLEN,
Foint Con. Assembly's Satbath Ubscrvance Lomn.
Woodstock, Sep. 19th, 1551

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM ?

This word, now so common, is, I think, compara-
tively new. A well educated and intellygent young
lady was reading, a short time since, a work in which
the word occurred, and appealed to me, who happened
to be present, for its meaning. 1 was surpnsed on
turning to Webster and Worcester Unabridged, to
find that neither of them had the word—a fact which
shews how recently it has come into use.

It is a Greek word, compounded of the verb signi-
fying to know, with the prefix of an alpta, which is
privative in its force. The word thus constructed
means much the same as our “know-nothing.” It
expresses, therefore, a system of denials. An agnos-
lic is one who professes that nothing is positively
known. Is there a Gud? The agnostic replies, I
neither affirm nor deny. I do not know, neither docs
any one know. Is there a future life? He answers,
No one knows. There may be; there may not be;
we have no data on which to determine. Is there
any stapding of right? None that is known. Thus
on all the great questions of human belief and con-
duct, he aims to overthrow, to pull down without
building anything inits place. Of course an agnostic
is an infidel. He rejects and discards all revelations.
They teach that which is positive, The man who
accepts and believes the Bible kas positive knowledge.
He knowsgomething, knows much. He can say of
many things, and those the highest and most mo-
mentous, I know them. He has a faith which is the
evidence, the realization, of things not secen. The
agnostic, the man who knows nothing on most mo-
mentous questions, is to be pitied. He is going
forward into intense darkness, with no guide, no hope.
Uncertainty here, and oblivion beyond. \What can
any disciple of this dark and chearless unbelief hope
to do by spreading his views or his so-views? Doses
he think the happiness of persons and homes and
society would be advanced by the spread of this cold,
cheerless unbelief?

One of the most popular agnostics, lecturing to
crowded audiences, asserts his wish to free men from
the trammels and fears of Christian beliefs. He
thinks men would Ye happy if they could only be
freed fromn a belief in a personal God. 1t is this be-
lief which trammels and ternfies men all over Chris-
tendom. Does he know thiz? How? Has he the
testimony of believing men and women that their
belicfs make them wretched? Of course he cannot
testfy from his own experience. It is a question of
fact to be tested by expericnce, and scttled by testi-
mony. Where are the witnesses who say that Chris.
tian doctrines have made and are making them
wretched? that the telicf of them is a bondage, a
slavery? Where? Bring them forth, and let them
testify, and let the world be the jury to weigh the
cvidence. The question is too grave and momentous
to be flippantly discussed and carelessly decided.

The teaching of the agnostic is fearful, if true,
spreading a pall of gloom and sadness over this
bright universe. No greater calamity ceuld come on
humanity than the spread of this agnosticism. But it
will not spread.  Christianity has the ever-living God
for its author and sustainer. The gates of bell shall
not prevail agaunst it,  Everlasting arms are its sup-
port and defence.—Valchman.

ACKRNOWLEDGMENTS — Rev. Dr. Reid has received
the undermenticned sums for schemes of the Church,
viz.: Anonymous, Innistil, for Foreign Mission, §350.
Thank-offering of one restored from itiness, Mu«koka,
for Fareign Missicn, $10. Thark offering of the one
restored from illness, Muskoka, for Foreign Mission,
S0,

FRuM the published statistics of the Unit .d Presby-
terian Church of Scotland, for the year ending 3ust
Dec. 1880, we learn that the number of congregations
in the body was 544, the total membership reported,
173,482 ; the total income, £ 320,547 ; the total stipend
paid, £128,836, or an average of nearly £235—equal
to $1 175 The average contributions per member
was £1 17s. 622d., or §9.37 %5,

A SINGULAR treatment of the ruins of Babylon, and
one which might be readily beavetlooked 1n 1ts bear-
ing upon the predictions of Scnpture 1n minute detail
respecting this city, has not escaped the observation
of Mr. H. Ras:am, a thorough explorer of the site:
“ There is one fact connected with the destructiun of
Babylon and the marvellous fulfilment of prophecy
which struck me more than anything else, which fact
scems never to have been noticed by any traveller,
and that is the non-cxistence in the several modern
buildings in the neighbourhood of Babylon of any sign
of stone which had been dug up from its ancient ruins,
because it seems that, in digging for old materials,
the Arabs used the bricks for building purposes, but
always burnt the stone thus discovered for lime, which
fact wonderfully fulfils the divine words of Jeremiah,
namely: ‘And they shall not take of thee a stone
for a corner, nor a stone for foundations ; but thou
shalt be desolations forever, saith the Lord? (Ch.1i. 26).”
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LESSON XL.

Ex. xxxv,
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GorLpeN TeEXT.—“ God loveth a cheerful giver,"—
2 Cor. ix. 7.
HOME READINGS.

M. Evx. xxxiii. t-23.....The Tabernacle Removed
out of-the Camp.

T. Ex.xxxix. 1-I17e...... The Tables Renewed,

W. Ex. xzxiv. 18-35......Duties of the First Table
Repeated.

Th. Ex. xxxv. 124.... Free Gifts for the Taber.
nacle,

F. Ex.xxxv. 25-35......The Workers.

S. =z Conix. 1-15........The Cheesful Giver.

Sab. 1 Chroo. xxix. 1-19...David’s Offerings for the
Temple,

HELPS TO STUDY.

In the lessons of last quarter we had under consideration
some of the mote siient poinis in the Bible natrative of the
deliverance of the Israchtes from bondage, their estabhish.
ment as 2 nation, their reception of the moral law and thetr
entering into covenant with God at Mount Sinai, their
almost immediate failure to keep that law and covenant,
and ihe severe pumshment which foliowed.

We now find them still encamped in the vicinity of the
“Mount of God.” The covenant which they had failed to
keep had been mercifully renewed, and the tables of stone
which Moses had broken had been replaced by new tables
beanng similar inscuptions.  The siernest warnings were
repeatedly given against the sin of id.latry, 10 which the
Hebiews' long residence among the Egyptiras had made
them particularly prone.  afor a similar reason special em-
phasis was laid upon the matter of Sabbath observance ; not
that the Sabhath was then a new institution, but because 1t
had beean neplected during centuries of slavery.

While on the mount Moses had received pasticular direc-
tions, and a pattern, for the building of 4 tabernacle, or
movable placeof wotship ; and ab wt thistabemnacle, which,
until the temple was built, coastituted the central point of
Jewish worship, all the lessons of the present quarter are
grouped.

The materials for this tabernacle were to be finished by
the people, as we find in chap. xxxv. §: ** Takeye from
among ycu an offening unto the Lond 3 whosoever is of a
willing heart let ham bung i, an offening of the Lord.”
The respanse to this call forms the subject of the present
lesson, which may be taught under the following heads:
tr) Willing Workers, (2) Princely Gifte, (3) Heart and
fland, () sanciifind Taients.

I. WILLING WORRKERS. Vers. 25, 26,—In connection
with the building, or rather the furnishing, of the tabernacle
there was wotk that women could do better than men, and
the fact that the husbands and fathers contributed did not
hinder the wives and daughters from downg thar pant.  Jt
would make no difference in the principle although the work
of the women's hands should find no actual place in the
bLunlding, but be sold, and the proceeds applicd as required.
Sec the praise of the virluous woman in Prov. xxxi, 19-24,
aud that of Dorcas in Acts ix. 39.

IL PrixceLy Girrs. Vers. 37, 28. While the poorer

people brought boards and cords and skins of animals, the
rulers brought onyx stones, and stones to be set,
prabably of considerable va'ue even in that day. ** The
more a man has,” says the 5. S, Times,” * the more he
ought tu give when the lods treaswiy calls for pifts. A
vich Ch istian cught to be ashamed of himselt 1t lus gift 10
the sanctuary is no larger than that of a Christian of moder.
ate means,  1lis share is peshaps a hundred or five hundred
times that of lus next seat nutpr bour,  1f, then, he pives

'y ‘oo tumes as noacky be s despaicably mean. As a rule,
the larger cortr butions in our churches are the meaner
ones, as judged by the comparative ability of the givers.
Aside lrem the exceptional princely gifis to the chutch
hadiacs, the men who give maost ought to give a great deal
more to be un a pat with their pouter brethren,  1tasnota
questivn of a few hanks of yarn, more or less, from you.
Let the poor wemen brng the yamn they have spun.  Gold
anl\l :hamonds age yous shate.  Pour them out at the Lord’s
call.”

Iil, HeArRT Axp HAND.—~Ver 29 —If heart and hand
do not go together the gilt 1s not acceptable. It is God
Humself that miakes people able o give, and the will 10
give ¢ anes fi- m the same swurce, su we hind that David, m
rejaicing eiver the contributions accumulated for the building
of the temple, gives God all the credit, both for the nmeans
andd the will—* \Who am I, and what is my people, that we
should be alle to offer su willingly after this sort 2 for all
things come of “Thee and of Thine own have we given
Thee™ (1 Chion xxix. 14). And so we find in all ages of
the Church 5 the true cause of God was sustained and the
1eal wurk of God, cartied furward, not by the proud and the
ostentatious, but by every man and woman whose heart
made them willing to bring.

‘The following 1llustration, by Dr. C. S. Robinson, though
?ol:;scwhat lengthy, 15 so applicable that we reproduce it in
ull

** When the terrible days of panic were overthe American
nation in 1357, clippling every one of the great miscionary
sociclies, su that the cry of tetrenchment was borne passion-
ately acruss to the fureign ficlds of cflort, wotkers were dis-
charged and missions were closed, Report of the embar-
rassments came in due course to a small band of Nestonan
Chnstians in Persia  They instantly sumimoned an assembly
to consujer how they mght act so as to bestow help the
most quickly and with most force.  The meecting was called
to order by an aged believer, who began the conference by
a disunct allusivn to the costhiness of their wedding cere-
monics in thove vnental Jands. He insisted that young
people might be mastied in plainer costume. ¢ Now here,’
he continued, ‘is the Church, the Bride of our Lord Jesus
Chnist, and she 1s compelled to go unprovided for to her
Master's palace!  Cannot we join hands to-day to give her
afairoutfit 2’ The fipure seemed at once to arrest the im-
agination of those simple-hearted and loving Christians, and
they took it up.

**One arose, saying, * She ought at least to have 2 1lng;
and 1 am ready to offer the pnce of one now, just such zs
my wife received when she was wedded to me.” Another
added : ¢ She needs a veil quite as much, and I will see that
the Lamb's Bride does not set out on her journey to her hus.
band's house without it." Another sprang up with the
exclamation : * She can never go on foot over the moun-
tains ; you may luok to me for a horse she can ride.' Sull
another caught the symbol in his grave, sweet way : ¢ HHow
beautiful are thy feet, O Prince’s Daughter ! If she rides,
she will have 10 wear a richer pair of shoes; perhaps I
might be perautted to clothe her feet.' By this time their
invention was put sorely to task. One more spoke out
somewhat awkwardly : * Wedding guns are fired for joy ; I
will give two cannon, and will supply ammunition.’

“Then the women, who knew more of marriage neces-
silics, began to whisper together. A maiden stood up
modestly and said : *Now for her ornameats! 1 have
some of my own I can spare.” An impulse of affectionate
genersity moved every heart.  One «ld man said he had
nothing but a mat; but * perhaps the Queen would deign to
put her feet onat when she should alipht!  Then said the
leader: ¢ What is she to eat on the way?® Oac of the
landholders answered - * You may look to me for fifteen out-
side rows of my vineyard next the sua.’  During this excited
colloquy there had been sttung in the assembly no less a
personage than Mar VYohannan, their ruler. The aged
leader in the chair shrewdly asked the question: *She is a
King’s daughter and a Prince’s bride ; who is to give her a
crown?’ And then the royal guest took the hint, and held
up his hand.

“*So the chuiches in America were thrilied with the news
that the Nestorians were gaing to take care of themselves.
Oh 1 when the heart is all right and loving, what 1s there it
will not do for the Bride, which is the Lamb’s wife, on her
way to her marriage?

IV. SaxcriFien TaLexTts,  Vers. 30.35.—~We have
space left only for a short extract from the ** 8. S, Times 1
** The Spint of God instructed those workers at the taber-
nacle in the hest means of doing their work. A boy who
had been sent as an apprentice to a difficult trade, said
afterwards that, whenever he came to a difficulty in his
work, he prayed silently for Chrst’s help init. *And,’ he

<aid, *the help always came.’ Dues that seem incredible? |

Read James i. 5. God is willing to help the teacher inhis
work of teaching, and the scholar in his work of learning.
Remember what Luther said: ‘ To have well prayed is to
have well studied. When a child 1s learning to write, it
makes but poor crooked strokes; but when the teacher's
hand grasps its hand, and guides 1t firmly, the strokes are
fall and clean. Do God's work with a prayerful spirit, and
Guod's hand will guide your hand.”

HUMBLENESS is peculiar to Christianity. Goodness
is admired and taught in ail religions. But to be
good, and feel that your good is nothing ; to advance,
and become more conscious of polution ; to npen all
excellence, and like com, to bend the head when full
of ripe and bursting grain—that is Christianity.




