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nioncy ta build railroids ta ride aver, but now the
tîlraads aire ridinigover the people, and aver aIl laws

htrinanannd divine. WVh.t is ta be donc ? An ianter-
national convention is ta be hcld in Ilitisburgh, in De-
cember, ta consider this question, and ta devilte, if
possible, sanie mnethod of co.operation betwecn thre
Sates and Canada, ta arrest international Sabbath

profanation on the through lines of railway. Thre
probleaiwhich the Chrastian people in bath counatrces

hve ta grapple witb is anc ai gigantic dift'aculty.
Our Sabtrath Observance Cammîîtee arc requested ta
sendi representataves to ittsburgh, and are appealed to
for suggestions a ta same practical fori ai interna.
tionnl ca.r'peration. 1 tiust same of ilic friends of the
Sabbathi throughaut the Dominion may be able ta
suggest ta aur Comimittc some nîcasures that mly
prnve to bie ai value. Our great need an Canada is a
Sabbath law fond ta detray the expense af putting the
Jaw in forme. Prvate persans (annat risk the casts a!
legal actian agnans strang corp, ratians.

W. T. i\C.N ULI.F,
.7cit Con. Aiseml,'s .Sabbaths ubsc, -zaice <a.o.

lW'odstock, çe4. .,pfI, *S$,r.
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This woard, naw so cammon, is, I think, compara.
tively ncw. A well educated and intelligent young
lady %vas reading, a shart tigne since, a work in ivbich
tire word accurred, and appealed ta me, who happened
ta bie presenit, for its meanang. I was surprised on
turning ta WVebster and WVorcester Unabridged, ta
findl that neither afftgera had the word-a fact which
shews haw recentiy it bas camte into use.

It rs a Greek word, campounadcd af the verb signi-
iying tai know, with the prefixc of an aeôha, which is
privative in its force. Thre word tas constructed
means much the samne as aur "know.nothing." It
expresses, therefore, a sysîemn af denials. An agnos-
tic is anc wha professes that nothing is pasitively
known. Is ihere a God? The agnastic replies, 1
neitber affirrit noir deny. I do nax know, neither docs
amy anc knaw. Is there a future lire? He answers,
No ant knows. There naay bce; there may flot bce;
wc have no data on which ta determine. Is there
any standing of right? None tint is knawn. Thuis
on aIl the great questians of buman belief and can-
duct, he aians ta caverthrouw, ta pull down without
building anythirag in its place. 0f course an zîgnostir
is an infadel. Hc rejerts.and disrcards aIllrevelations.
Tiey tcach tbat wiich is posýitive. The ni wha
accepts and believes the Bible bas positive knowledge.
He knowxspomcthing, knovs nmuch. He can say af
many thlings, and those the higbe-st and mast nio-
menraus, 1 knaw thean. He has a faitb which is the
evidence, the realizatian, af tbings nat scen. The
agnostic, the mnan wha knows nothing on most tria-
mentotis questions, is ta bc pitied. He is going
forward into intense darkness, %vath no guide, no hope.
L'ncertaînty here, and ablivion bcyond. WVhat can
any disciple of ibis dark and cieerlcss unhelief hope
ta do by spreading bis vicws or bas no-views? Does
ne tbink tic iappiness of persans and homes and
saciety wauld lic ndvanced by thre spread of ibis cold,
cheerless unlielief ?

One af the transit popular agnostics, lectring ta
crowdcd audiences, asserts lits wtsh to frec men tram
tire trammels and fears af Christian belicîs. He
îhi.iks men wouid bic happy if they couldi anly lic
frced froin a belief in a personal God. It is ibis lie-
fief wbich triminels and terrifies men aIl aver ChTis-
tendota. Docs he knaw ti? Haw? Has he the
tcstimany of believing mien and women that their
beliefs malzc themn wretchcd ? 0f course bc cannat
tc*ify frotta bis own experiere. It is a question of
fact ta lie tested by cxperience, and rcttled by testi-
mony. Where arc te witrresscs who say that Chris.
tian doctrines have muade and are rnaking thean
wretchcd? that thre 1elief of theun is a bandage, a
siavery? WVhere? Dring tbem forth, and let thean
testify, and let tce world be thre jury ta weigb tIre
evidence. Thre questCon is tao grave and mamentous
ta bce flippantly discussed and carelessiy decided.

Thre teacbing af thre ignostic is fearfiri, if truc,
sprcading a pall of giaam and sadncss oaven this
brigbt universe No greaier caiamuty cüuid came on
humanity than :hle spread af ibis agnasticisan. But it
willnfot spread. Christianity hisire evcz.Iivng Gad
for ils author and sustarner. Tie gaies of bell sîrail
flot prevati against it. Everlasting arias arc ifs sup-
port and de[cnce.-Iacrraç.

AcKNOWLEDNocMNTS - Rev. Dr. Reid bas rccived
the tandcrmentjoacd sucrs for sLilteanes tif the Churda,
viz.. Anonymn'jus, Isinibftl, for Foreign Mission, $5o.
Thaink-offéring of one restored front iiiness, Mlu'koka.,
fnr Foreign Missicri, $Io. Tlîatr.k offering of tlic anc
restored fromn illness, Muskoka, for Foreign Mission,
$I0.

rî&vMN the publ;shed statistats af the Unit .d Prcàb>-
terin Church of Scotland, for thre ycar ending 311.t
Der. i SSo, we learn that the ntimber of congregations
in ihr boidy %vas 54.), the totail membership te portcd,
173,98-1; the totali ncome,.£3(1,547; the *otal stipcnd
P-lid, £ 12,836, or an average of nearlY £235-_cquai
ta $1 175 The average contributions pet member
was Z 175. 6J1d., or St.37 I-.

A LîrttAR mtricent af the ruins of flabylon, and
ane wi4aclit night bic readîl> bc ocrlooked in its bear-
ing upon the predictirans ci btropîure in min ute fit
respecting this cary, bas flot escapcd the observaion
of bir. H. R-.s>am, a thotough explorer of the site:-
"There is onc tact cannccted wrth the destruction of
Babylon and the mirvellous fulfilment of propbecy
wvhirh struck anc more than anytbing eisc, whicb fact
scem% neyer ta have been noticcd by any traveller,
and that is the non-existence in the several modern
buildings in the neighbourhoad of Babylan of any sign
oortn which lad been dug up fronm its ancient, ruins,
because it sems that, in digging for old materiali,
the Arabs used the bricks for building purpases, but
always burnt the stont thus discovered for lime, wvhich
fact wonderfuily fifils thL divine wvords af Jcremiah,
nameiy: « And tbey shaîl flot take af thee a stone
for a corner, nar a stane for foundations ; but tbou
shait be desolations foreversaith the Lard' (Ch.ii. 26).»
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XL.

IRFE un ,1 . Ex. xxxv.
1 2 535.

GOLtFNs Tzax.-"'God laveur a cheerful giver. "-

2 Cor. ix. 7.
HOM1E RitADINGS.

'M. Ex. xxxiii. 1.23...Tire Tabernacle Removed
oui af-tire Camp.

T. Ex. xxxix. t-........Tire Tables Renewed.
W.V - x. xxxiv. I8-35. O utres ai tire Farst Table

Repeateci.
Tir. Ex. xxxv. 1 2... Farce Gifts for tire Taber-

nacle.
F. Ex. xxxv. 23.35...Tire Workers.
S. z Cor. ix. 1-15...Tire Cireenful Gaver.
Sali. a Citronr. xxix. 1-i19.. .David's Ofierrngs for tire

Temple.

IIat.t' Ta S'DY.

In tire iessons ai last quarrer we band under consideration
some ofthrie mncie miaent iloii an tire Bible narrative of lire
deliverance of tire Israrliies froni bcýndage, cirar establîsr-
ment as a natiaon, tireir receptiaut of tire moral law And gthit
cnteling inic carmiant witi Goci ait atnmai, glatir
almo.ut ammedatae raclure Io ep abat lave and ceneant,
andl aite sevrn punasirment awinach ftuiiowed.

Wr now finîglairm still enacampei an rire vacinuty ofaiie
« tnunt of Goci." Tire covenant m-ircir iiey iraci isileci go

k-cep bail bren mercifuiiy rcnewed, rand tire tables af sire
wsinchr NIO!es iradt bra'ken irad been repiaced bv neve table,;
brarang simalar inscriptions. Tire siernest wamaings a-rc
rcpeaicdiy givra again.t tire sin ai ad.'latry., ta winich tire
liebrrws' long residence aenong ise Egypiiaal ranmde
iirem oarticulanly profit. *jar a simailar rea-on rperîral cm-
phasas vea laid upon tlic marrer of Satubatis observance ; trot
ct ii Sabhlaaî was Ibrtn a raew institutiona, but because i
bail been neglectrîl during centuries or.%lavrr.

Whaite on tire maunit Moses irac receiveil particular durer.
tuonc, and a pattern, for tire buildinq af -'ý tabernacle, or
morable plaeaf %çor.Iip ; Andi ab 'ut tËis tabernaclie, aviner.
tal tire temple was= buili, canstatueci tire central point oi

Jewisir worsirip, ail tire fessons of clace prescrit quarter arc
groupeil.

Tite materiais for tis tabernacle vere ta ire finirird iry
tIre people, as wce finc imn chap. xxxa*. 5 : IITase ye irorn
amoarg ycrs an offetang uango cic Lord : whirsoever is ai a
avilling banIci ]et bainhtng ai, an offearag of tire Lord."'
Tire responre ta tis crail ferms tire subjecti alle prescrnt
leson, wicir mray bce tauglîl under tire fcltowing ireadv.-
( ) WsIwgIt JPv'rkrs, (.7) F,~I.Gifte, (3) Ilart and

I. WIîLLING \VORKEit5. Vers. 2S, 26,-mn connectcar
%cilla tire building. or ratbertire furnishing, oi tire tabernacle
thrte mas avoti tirai wnmen coulci do liciter than men, andl
rire fart tirai ihe irusbaids and lâchers contributeci dici nat
hinder rire avives ansi dasaglirers front doing gabr part. Il
wo-ulil maka: no différence ira tht ptinciple altbougi tire marI.
a! thre womserrs handis sirculil finc na actual Place in aire
bruilding, but lie raid, andI tire proceeds applird as required.
Sec aie praaire of tire vrtuous veeman in Prov. xxxi. 19-24,
aud tirat of Doeras in Acis ix. 39.

IL. PR: Sc&Ly Gins. Vers 27,,18. W~hile tic poorer

people braraglît boardls anud cerds randi %l'ans of canimais, flhc
rulers braught onyx atones, and agone ta ire net,
irotabiy of con-iderable va7ue even in ctI (12). IlTre
ance a mran lias," eays alie il S. S. '*si'aaes." Il Ilae mort ire

(>uglit tu gave avlicn the lArà F, trersu:y ralis for Ciîts. A
uric Ch iti.n uglt u i t%~lianird uf IaimNeil il lits gi ta
ther sancluary is ne larger alian chat ni a Chîristian ofrnioder.
rate riraans. 11k i, zatc iq liealmaps a liaundred or cive hundrei
lianes chatu of la,,, next sent ntit trout. If, tiieri he givrs

.)> r n 1,îac .1, sa.,lie 8>, Jca..f iy an. As a rule,
tire largr.r coir i*uîarns irt our churclars aire tire meaner
ane«., ari judged by ithe comparative alaiiiy of tIhe givert.
Asaie lirai the excrp'isaa princely gîtas ta Ilie chîrîcli

jas hts rs men risu 'ive oss oughî ru gîave a fgreat dent
sainte tueb un a jiai îmîlî their pourer brtiiren. tias nota
question oi a fcw lanks ar yarn, mgore or less, iront you.
Let aise pour veinena letiarg ther yain tlîey hiave spun. Gbut
andiaanrd are >r>ur %Iiate. Pour rireni out rat the Lord's
Cal."

1.1. lWsar-r A'%îi IIANr.-Ver 29 -if brait andi hand
tc nfl go rogeiher the galt as flot acceptable. Ir is God
ilaiisel! h riga a-c, eurlk atbie tu gave, andi the %vali ta
gîse c -ies f-. m tlie .anàe ,,urce , su ve land chat DJavidl, an
irj.uiing t-ver thei rantributina. accumuirsird for the building
of ihe tcnîpir, gives <Gad ai thre credif. houa for dtIs nicans
anabic vIl' Who amn 1, andi what is rry people, that we,
01iauld bc AI-le Io uilcr su tval1,eîîgly airer chas sort ? for ail
tings conte or 'hre randi of Tlaine cwn have ive givena
*'fiace"' (z Chion xxix. 14). And a iv e find in ai ages of
t Clîrarcla ; clic ,catt cau-e of Goci was su;Iiaancd randi the
ra ttusk of <jod, carid fur%% nid, flot hy tire tîroui rand the
asteniaius, but ly every man and wcaman wbose icreat
made hrira w.1ling to brang.

Trite iollovting illurstrat ion, l'y Dr. C. S. Robinson, thoulzh
çsrnewhat lengtlîy, as so, applicable tchat we reproîluce it ini
full :

" hen lire terrible days of panicttere overthe Anericar
nation in 8857, clîppiig cvery anc of the great missionary
societies, su chrat tihe cry o! teiicnchment was barne passian-
aîely across ta the frerrgn fields of effort, woilccrs werte dis-
eharged rAnd mi.,ýions were cloard. RZepart of the embar.
rassmentç came in due course to a smai bandi of Nestorian
Christians in l>er>ia They insiantly sunîrnoned, an asscswbly
ta con'aaler iîow thcy iragiri act sa as ta be,,tow bnlp thre
mosi quickly and with mosi force. The meeting was calîrd
t carder lay an ageci believer, uvho began thie conrerence by
a distinct allusion lu the cosilincsrr of thear weddang cre-
manies in those .ratratal landis. lie ansîsird that >-aung
peiple miglîrir bc arsjei in plainer costume. 1 Now hetre,'
hie ca'ntinucd, ' is site Churci, the Bride ai out Lord Jesus
Christ, randi ,sh as compeitrd ta go) unpravided ior to ber
Masîer's palace t Cannat we join hands to.day ta give bier
a fair ouifir ?' Tire figure seemed at once toa rct ihe m-
aginiion ofitiose simple.irearted randi ioving Christians, and
they f ock il cap.

Ont: arasc, sayinz, ' She auglrt at Ieast ia have a ring;
rand 1 ain rea.ty lu oarê the rance oi ane nove, jusi sucb as
my as ire rectivel when sie was wvedded ta me.' Another
adaleai : 'Sre needs a veil quite as mucir, ani I wîilI sec that
tire Lanrrbs Bride docs nfl set aut an lien journey ta brer burs-
branui's bouse witiraut it.' Anotirer sprang up %wiii tire
exclamation : * Sire cran never go on loot aver tire aucun.
tains ; you ma)- look Io me for a borse sire can ride.' Still
anorirer cauglai tire symbol in iris grave, swect aa-ay: - Hawo
beautatual are rhy fret, O iPnincels Draugirier ! If sire rides,
sire witl have ta wcar a ricirer pair ai shoes; peniraps I
magii bce prrmatted te cloire ber fcci.' D'y tris lime glaeir
invention m-s put sorely ta iask. One mare Itpoke out
soinewliat awkwardly : 'Wedding guns are fireci for jay ; 1
will give two cannon, andi %ill supply ammunuian.'

IlTher the womnen, iro knew more ai arriage neces-
silies, began to wirisper legether. A maiden stooci up
modestly and iraiui: 1 Nots lt ber oarnars 1 1 have
saine r"f mry uwIi I can spane.' An impulse ai raffectionrate
grnearbsity moved evMr heanrt. One t.ld man raid ie irad
notirins. but a mat ; bsut ' perraps tire Queen wouid deign ta
Dut irez ect on il. wiren sIre shoulci aihi.' Tiren s-aid thre
leadcrý '~Irat is sire la erat an tire ssay?' Oae oi tire
landiraîders ansiwered - 1 %nu may loo. Io nie for fifîren oui-
side rows of rny vineyard nexi tire %uni. Duringtrisexcired
colloruy tirere irand bren sin- in tire assembiy no le&s a
personage chan Mar Voirannan, glatir ruter. Tire aged
leader in tir chair share-diy rasle the question ; Sre is a
}King's daugirier andi a Prince'? bride ; wira i* to give ber a
cro)wr?' Andl tien tire rayai gurst rock the haint, andi hi-id
up his bandl.

IISa tire churches in America were tirrilird %villa tire news
thira tire Nestariara were g-iing la cake care ai thirmscves.
Oh 1 asien tire firn is ait rigii randi lnving. wbat a&à there it
will flot do for tic Btide. wbich is clac Lambs wife, on ber
wey lobher marriage?"I

IV. SAN~CTIFîLn TALEN~TS. Vers. 30-35.-%%r hiave
space fera oîrly for a %hort cxîract fron tire *S. S. Times :"i
-Tire Spirit ai God, irisictes tiror acikers at tire taber-

nacle in tire l'st mens oi doing iheir avari. A boy %iro
banl bern sent as an -appentace ta a difficult trade, said
raiierwar-ds aa, wlienever ire came go a dificuiry in iris
avari, ie praycd silently for Cirr.t's bnlp in it. 'Andi,' Ire
raid, 'lire belp ralwrays carre.' Does chart sen incredible ?
Reail James i. 5. Goci is willing to irelp tire teacher in hs
work of ieaciring, ani tire scirahar an i ivorl, of lcarnaing.
Remembeicr wvital Luther çaid : ' To have weli prayeci is ta
have well studieci. Wben a ciid as Jearning ta ivrite, it
malces but pou)r crcoleci stralces; but wiren tire reracirr's
irannd grasps ils iranci andi guides jr firrmly, tic strolces are
foul anci dan. Do Gad's work, wviri a pra.yerful spirit, and
God's Irand will guide your hanil."

IIUMnILENLSS is peculaar ta Cbnrstaanity. Goodness
is admircd anrd tauglit ini ait religions. But ta ire
goond, and feel chat your good is notbing ; to advance,
and become mac consciaus ai polution ; ta nipen ail
excellence, and lie corn, ta bend tie htad wbcn fuîl
oi ripe anid bursting grain-that is Christianity.
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