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into thno;tndfiertt lines, but time faits. The prte<l*
ent notion thiat pi.ista, or sot singing, is exclusiveiy
appropriate soft, tender emotion, is a taliacious eue.
Intense supproessad wrath or menace are most torcihly
expressed by pieno, -aîd iucb a piano is sbarpiy dis-
tinguislied froîîi <bat of te.iderness by its Aard, dry
'&cenittfoi. Tha cixoirînaster should, select weli-de-
fined examples et the varieus kinds ofpiias, and cause
tais choir ta make trials of cemparisen. Dy causing
one-lia(~ of his choir te sing in the ane kind ef piano,
andi the remaining liait in the ether, ini the manner ef
question and answver, the peculiarities et each variety
are made more apparent te the singers, and a percep-
tion et dramatie pu>-bôse is awvakencd in their mindis.
Piano and forte, regarded apart frein their dramatie
signiificanca are siniply tha restait cf pure physical
strcngtlî and skilfui management et the breatb.

Strirtly speaking,it belongs more te the veice-trainer
than the cenductor te develope <bis; the most a choir-
master cati do in this direction is te exercise bis voices
en~ masse in scaies, pninting eut as theoabjects to ho
attai-.ed--evenness et tone, purity of vowel sound, and
duration of cach sound to bc as lorng aspossibl. WVitb
reforence te <bis last, the choir should concentrate
their attention upon tbe cbormnasttr, and make a habit
et obeying him, insfantaneousbr and .iufrcsy
Ho sbould tell <hein te inhale a full, but net too deep
breath, and tho moment <bis is donc, ho must give a
tignal ta attack the saund.

Any dclay betwecn the accamplishad ac< et inhala-
tion and tlue delivery eft<ho voice as fatal, because tht
laryngcal muscles are then at thair greatest tension,
and quiZkiy becoma se fatigued <bat thcy cannot con-
trai <be omaission eft<ont, but allow it te escape in
irregular gasps. This sbouid hc nîos< carctuily
avoided.

Steady practice in sustaining single sounds, tii-st
with medium, afterwvards with incrcased force ot veice,
'viii se strengthen <ho laryngeal musclas, <bat <ho choir
w-iii ha preparcd te study piano-singing more exclusi-
vol>-. Ta sing good pianvo, tbore are required a corn-
stant supyI> af fmU breath, and great muscular powver
te hold <ho current et air in check in its passage throughi
tlia larynx, so <bat <ho vocal chords may vibrato <'en//y,
and îvith, the suxualiest possible motion. When <ho
current et air i5 projected against <ho lips et the cordes
vocales wîtb <ho entire muscular force at a singer's
command, tht motion is great, and <ho vibrations large
and powerful; <bis constitutes goodfire singing. Bad
piano resuits tram a ineagro suppi>' ot breath and in.
crtness cf the laryngeal muscles, producing an impres-
sion et tocbienass or exhaustion. No labor should ho
grudgcd te acquiro <bis deliglittul accomplishament.

Oniy let a spirit of absolute subinission t:) the
choirniaster pea-vade <ho minds oft<ho singers, and a
spirit et work passess aIl, then somo measure ot success
i s certain.

The chiot cause et badl forte singing is indolence.
To kerp a phrase or passage equaliy s<rong fram bo-
ginning- to end requires, if it ho long, considerabie
physical offert.

But it is notorieus <hat choir and chai-us singers
cherish a deep-rooted aversion to allsjustained offrt-
<bey sing forte literally in mou<htuls; hence <ho preval-
ence of ba-.lietug and shou/i«ng in choirs and chai-uses,
instead ot proporforfe singing.

Tho ramcdy is soît-vident, and need net be further
dilated, upon. Lot me only add, in cannoctien with
<bis and <ho subject et wrk generaliy, tbat the choir-
master should-

.Set his face as, a lint,
%Vhet bis tangue as a %"Hrd,

against <bat senseless affectation of emui which the
ivomir of our day se frenzledly ding ta as tlie badge
of goad, societ>'.

'%*Vhen the boarding-school and the family governess
have donc tbeir barli-tous utmost te detorni girls'
vaices on Dicken's "Prisins and Pippin's" method, <ho
choirniaster <lads <hem issorse than sestess, and a
sensitive musical organizatian tels <hemn ta be dis-
agreeable and offensive. 0f the varieties et accentua-
tion and aînpavis, besides <ho moi-o minute ramifica-
<ions ofth<is subjc<, <bis is net the tinic te spealc;
several papiers might ho vei-v profitably devoted ta
breaking <he subject down inta warkable proportions,
-and 1 have confined myselt te opcning up thec subjoct
in a ver>' genteral way, sinco 1 coutil net hope, in thec
limits of one, or even tiva papers, te treat it mare in
detail.

To acquire profieiency ini singing piaM. and for,
intelligently and effectiveIy, gi-est patience a"d filth-

fui perseverance are necessary, the formation of ail
good habits require tiee, and guod singing mnust bc-
corne-net an cxccptioni or chante tbig-but tlie
unv.irylng nattural habit of a choir or chorus. Aliow
nme to conclude by begging <hat choir-singera wili begin
to look upon <ht Ir meetings for practice as opportuni-
tirs for work, flot for amusement; if the mind be not
engageai, progress i simply impossible,and dissolution
is flot far off. To choirmastcrs J would say, II De in
earnest; think more oft he work and less about your
own talents." An impassioned trutîttul seul bas no
roomn In it for vanity and idleness.

Be in love with >'our art, speak cf It aiways with
en<husiasti,resent ais a sliallo% imnpertinence tlic notion
<bat it is a mete drawing reem amusement, te bc takcn
up and laid aside as caprice dictatcs. Tihis is the age
et a great musical crusade in our churclies, and i<
behoves our choirniasiors te regard thermselvcs as
aposties of worship.music, and <o, fight in the cause
witb apostoiic ferveur. J. IcL

,VOTES FROMI .4ON-rREAL.

Above the din and <umuit oflapeliticai strife and
polemical controversy which rages in ibis city and
Province, 1 amn pleased ta find <hat Prcshyterianismn
bas made steady progress. Its aditeren<s claim for it,
including mission churches and stations, seme sixteena
congregations, the value and importance et which in
the Province et Quebec would bc difficult te over-
catimate. WVhen woe <hink eft<he number ot persons
who through their instrumcntaiîy are brought under
religlous influences; the numbers who tiram week te
week have the simple gospel preached te them; and
the numbers again who arc being instructed in the
particular doctrines and taith et the Presbytcrian
Church; and <bis in a city and district wvhore errer is
being taught by the "thousaad " ernissaries et Rome,
we terni sorme taint idea et their importance. The
Presbyterians et Montreal cati boast of soe fine
church buildings, whicb do <hemi credit, and compare
tavorably with <hase of other denominations. A
stranger in Montreal on the Sabbath is rather puzzled
how te divide himsolt, se <bat hie cati hear as riany ef
the crack preacliers eft<he conmmercial capital as pos-
siblc-indeed, ba would like te hc in <we or <brea
places at one and the saine duit, but this is net pos-
sible. 1 mnade my way te

COTEi STREET CRURCH,
which is a modest, eid-fashianed building. 1< miy
have suited tas purpo- -in the carlier histery et Mon-
treal, but frein its appearance and situation i< has out.
lived its day, and the cengregatien ai-o about te te-
move te their new church on Dorchester and Crescent
Streets, which weuld seetn te bc the larges< and mest
costly et aur ecclesiastical edifices. But te cernte back
te IlCote Street-" On Sunday morning i foundi a large
congrogatien pi-osent. The preacher was tho Rcv. A.
B. Mackay, et Blrighton, England, whe had only ar-
rived on the Saturday previeus. Mi-. Mackay is a
writer and preacher cf sanie note in England, honce
more <han ordinary interes< ivas manitosted te bear
hum. He is a inan about tlîirty-tive ycars et age, îvith
an intelligent and rather prepossessing appoarance.
He bas a profusion of long flowing black hair which as
becoming te hum. The sermon, whichi was ver>' in-
teres<ing, was tounded on John XX. 24-29, the subjcct
being " The unbcliet et Thomas," or IlThe relation ef
Thomas to the risen SaviourY" The tollowing peints
received special attention: (a) Thomas as a casuist
with the disciples; (z) Thomas as a confesser îvitb
Christ; (3) The confession ot Thomas. This cburch
bas been without a pastor for saine time, but if rumeur
be truc the attention eft<he congregation is turne 0to
one who, should hoe accept, wiil be an important ad-
ditioti te the pulpait talent et Montreal. The next
visited was

KNOX CHURCH,
which stands an the carner of Dorchester and Mans-
field Streets. The paster is tho Rcv. james Fleck,
who was paster of a churcx in tht city et Armxagh, in
Ireland. and who visited <bis country sorte. years age,
nialcing favo.rable impressions wherevcr hie preached.
By the removal of tht Rev. Mr. Thornton ta Scotlaxîd,
KCnox Church became vacant, and baving transmait<edl
a call ta Mr. Fleck, hoe accepted, and about eigbteen
montbs &go was inducted into hais prescrnt charge Mr.
Fleck is a young mati of good abllties, is an cloquent
and inipressive pi-cacher, and is gathering around hlm
a large and intelligent congregation. He preached at
the evcaig service, taking for bis tcat the firat clause

of <ho fottr-tb verse eft he <bird chapter of Revelatian:
" Taou hast a few naines even in Sardit whe have %et
defiled <heuir girnients." The pi-tacher showed and
illustra ted <ho point <bat it Is possible for a man to ha
a Christian in tlic mids< et surreundtng wickedness,
and under <lit Most dlscouragung cirtuastances. lie
conciuded an cloquent discourse witb a graphie des-
cription oft<he tains peculiar ta à city like Montrei,
and said <luat aven aidait sucb wickedness the chil-
dren cf God are sait; fer fathl as imperishable. In
goîng ilurougli tlia strects efth<is great city one as
aiuiaxcd ait tho nutinber et churches which ineet <he
oye, but wiînt wîii bc lits feeling when hie learns <bat
many cf thiest cîturzlhs arc <ha means et spreading
soul-destro> îng cri-ors, and cnslavang a noble people
in werse <han Egyptian bondage. 1< ta gu-atîfying ta
hava evidance <liat agaînst ail <ho efforts and devices
of Popery, Protestantsn generaliy bas marsballed lies
liusts, and titat among <ha man> successful efforts
which arc hcing put forth foi-tht overthraw eft<hi. and
other taise sys<cmns, not tlue lcast important si the
stand which oui- Churcli lias tauken on hohaif cf civil
and religions liberty. A pamphlet might be wri<ten
descriptive et <ho geographical position, the pplezudid
scenei-y, tha cesti>' warebouses and mansions of <lus -
great cît>'. On <hase points it is net my intention ta

1 ilI but at present an>' reference te Miontres! would
ha incompieta wuithout making mention eft<ho inagnifi.
cent Ilatel whicli was opened on <ho i8<b uIt. IlThe
Windsor" is said net te bo second to an>' Hotel in <he
%vor-Id. 1< is a liuige establishmeant, flnished in tht
ninst supcrh style and» conduc<ed on tii-st principies,
auud it as but natural <bat Menti-calera witt look with
pardonahia prude upon wha< is In cvcry sens* et tht
%vord a firs-cliss Hotel. K

IJ'in<fsur Jlo/e4 dlfo:itreai, Iili Feb., î6"&

TUE SA BBA TU SCHO OL S 1ST-EM.-rV.
Mr. E'DITOÎ,-Our last letter set forth and empha.

sizcd iîhat is regardcd as a truc definition eft<he Sab.
bath Scheol ivork. a departinant eft<ho Chu-cb's mis-
sien, in which she handIes <ha trutb by catochetical
mcthods, with a vicw of giving instruction; by <bis,
awakcning consideration, producing conviction, and
icadirug to conversion and contermity te Christ

The WVord of God in a persistent manner entai-ces
TEACHING. Christ cornes, and in tht bighest teran
stands forth as <ho Great Teacher sent frein Ged. By
statoînant and cxaunplo Ho places supreme importancc
an what we cati <ho School Mcthod of Cbrir,îîan work;
and <bat this is a part eft<ho work oft<he Cburch, bis
<rue successar and reprasentative an thie earth, cannot
tairl>' ho questioned. Our

FOURlTH FACT.
The Church is en<rusted with tha double ti-usure-

tho Truth and <ho Man. WVe migbt aise add tht
methods bes< suited te apply <ho truth te <ha man, and
hy, which the man is in <ho fullcst possible measure
led up to <ho stature of Christ Jesus. The Church,
<liena, is entrustcd îvitb <ho RELIGIOtJS EDUCATION Of
ail corning under lier care and influence.

This comprends what is called aur «ISabbath
Sciool Systcm." lu s callad IlSahbath," because it
as tlue speciaity appoin<ed day for cantinued attention
te <bis îvoik.. 1< is called Schoal, because ofjhe
mcthods cmplaycd, and <ho foi-mi tho instruction <akos
1< ina> bo said <hat Christ made little of mcthodi, but
He niagnified lite. This is <rue; it is a gi-est tru<h, a
<ut <bat must permeate ait our conceptions et work.
No ane wili surel>' condudte <bat Ho had no metheda
aîccording te whicb He preson<tcd, presstdand unfold-
cd <ho <rutb te His disciples and hearers. Wherever
tha Spirit was ta go the whecls went: thue Spirit was
in <ho wheels. WVben the Spirit was lifted up the
wheels wore lift<d up alse. E;ekltl's vision la net thie
daad symbol eft<he pas<, but a pi-osent and pervading
trutb <bat enters inte themrinist-> of Christ. Because
of tht fulness et H is litue, <ha hammony ot His unethods
with the nature ef man, He kntw what was in man;
hocause eft he clear wisdom that entered into Hi.
minist->, <ho me<hods are net obtruded, as in ou- wark
-we do net hear tho moverients of the mazhiner>';
and tht more wc become confonned to Huma in Spirit,
in character, in methods et work, and ini handling the
tru<b, thue moi-o tully will we serv-e God ina oui-day and
gencration; the more faitbful wili we be te the truth
and tht people undor aur influence.

We are ait <bis stagl at our consideration led. ta ob-
serve: The Ttuth is intrusted to the ChÏrcl for is.
sTEtucTION - Instruction concernlng God's natm,


