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Higgins’ Horae Sabbaticac;
Or an Atterpt to Correct Certain Superstitious
and Vulgar Errors Respecting the Sabbath,
Preface by Peter Eckler, Crown 8vo. P:per,
25¢.; cloth, soc. :

Life of Jesus. By ErNest Renaw,
with many valuable illustrations, 4o0 pp., crown
8vo, paper, 50 cents;
cloth, gilt top, 75
ceots.

Although educated
asa Catholic pricst,
Renan, from study
and observation, be-
came a philosopher,
From his religious
training he had
lcarned to admire
and respect the chars
acter and teaching of
Jesus of Narareth,
but his gocd sense
and reazon led him
to disbelieve in the
:u(pematm'al origin
of the “Som of
Mary.”” His reasons
for this disbelief—
this want of faith—are as follows, and are given
in his own words:

* None of the miracles with which the old bistories are
filled took placo under sofentific conditions. Obsezvation,
which has never onoe beéen falsified, teaches ta that
miracies never mgm t in times and ocountrics in
which they are believed, and before pbysicians d
to delisve them. No mirscle ever oocured in the presence
cf men oapable of testing its miraculous racter.
Nclther common people nor men of the wosld are ablo
to dothis. 1t requires fml procautions and longhabita
of scientific 0! n our days, bave we no&:es:

ocontemporary mirscle will bear inqul
adle thnptoth? iracles of the pu‘:,q whzﬁ ave all

ar gatherings, would equaiiy present

i o i L A AR AT b i
{1) ¥ L] 4
them tn detall$ !

Man in the Past, Present
AND FUTURE., By Prof, Ludwig Bichner. It
describes Man as ‘3 being not put upon the earth
accidentally by an arbitrary act, but produred in
harmony with the earth’s nature, and belonging
to it as do the flowers and fruitg to the tree which
bears them.!" Cloth, $1.00.

Mahomet, the lllustrious,
Ry Gudfrey Higgins, Etq. Perhaps no author
has appeared who was better qualified for writing
an honest Lsfe of Makomet—The Jlustrious—
than Godfrey H}?:gins. Esq., the author of the
l»resent work, is knowledge of the Oriental
auguages, hiscarefuland methodical examination
of all known authorities—his evident desire t0
state the exact truth, jcined to the judicial char-
acter of his mind, eminently fitted him for the
task, and he has proriuced a work that will prove
of interest tn both Mahometans and Christians.
Preface by Peter Eckler. Crown 8vo. paper, 23¢.3
cloth, soc.

Mahomet: His Birth, Char-
ACTER AND DOCTRINE., By Edward Gibbon,
Lsqg. Gibbon’s account of the Arabian legislator
and prophet, is conceded to be historically cornct
in cvery particular, and so grand and perfect in
every detail as to be prac-ically beyond the reach
of adverse criticism, Crown 8vo, paper, 25¢.3
cloth, soc.
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DYNAMIC SOCIOLOGY.

BY PROF. wWakD.

V.

I is thus clear how whelly different must be both the nature and the plan
of operation of a truly progressive system from those of any of the non-pro-
gressive systems which have divided up the energics of the world in the past.

It may be asked, “ Where can this knowledge be obtained ¢ Must we go to
nature for it and dig it out of the bowels of the earth before we can scatter it
among men? " This is now happily unnecessary. Unaided nature, operating
upon man as upon animals and plants, has impelled him to seek this know-
ledge for himself, and obeying this strictly biological law, he has brought to
light a vast mass of truth, sufticient, if properly distributed, to place society
on the highway to permanent prosperity. But, a8 the movement, being a
purely natural one, has been strictly egoistic, this mass of knowledge has
remained locked up in the minds of a few persons, and has only been allowed
to exert an indirect influence on the state of society, and scarcely any on the
great majority of its indi~idual members. Further, society at large, which has
come into the possession of the greater part of this knowledge, has taken no
pains to secure its diffusion among its members. The only means of obtaining
this knowledge is for each individual to seek it out for himself—an effort
which not one in a thousand could afford to make, even should he chance to
have a desire. The great majority never even learn the fact that any such
fund tl)f knowledge exists in the world. Comparatively few have any idea of
its value.

It is customary in our day to recommend in the strongest terms the
extension to all our higher institutions of the facilities for increasing know-
ledge, for independent original research. This is well, but the fact-is that
not one-hundredth part of the facts which original research has already
brought forth are to-day obtainable by the one-hundredth part of the members
of society, so that not one truth in ten thousand is fully utilized. Why go on
bringing forth new truth, when in the existing state of society it is impossible
to make a proper use of what we already bave? It would not be difficult to
demlonstrate that this constant accumulation of materials for progress so
far beyond the capacity of society to utilize them, or even to become conscious
of their existence, exerts along with s me direct benefits a large amount of
indirect evil to society itself. It is like gorging the stomach to repletion in
the hope that thereby nutrition may Le increased. And, just as this may
with some safety be done by lowly-organized creatures, while its practice by
highly-organized ones is certain to end in reaction and disease, so the early
and-lowly organized societies of the world may without danger have accumu-
lated great musses of facts for the later ang more delicately-constituted ones
to apply, while the same policy pursued by the latter makes a dangerous
chasm between the intelligent few and the ignorant many, which cannot fail
to accomplish the aggrandisement of the former at the expense of the latter.
To this influence, if I mistake not, is to be ascribed (he greater part of the
evils of which modern society complains. Every cultivated mén has often
wondered at the extraordinary degree of refinement to which many branches
of knowledge have been carried. Considered independently of each other,
nearly every so-called science, not to speak of the exts both useful and wsthetic,
has been pursued to the most astonishing heights of specializetion, and
carried out through the most delicate and multiplied ramifications. I need
but refer to the great and useful sciences of mathematics, of astronomy, of
physics, and of chemistry. Still better illustrations, howevex, are to be found
in the less practical sciences of zoology and botany. The incentive in these
iatter seems to have chiefly been mere fondness for the acquisition of facts.
There is scarcely an animal or a plant in Europe, in Awerica, or even in
Australia, that has not been collected, studied, described, named, and classi-
fied. Volumes have been written and profusely illustrated with elegant plates
to describe the species of, certain plants and animals whose practical use to
mankind is not appreciable, and is not in the slightest degree increased by
such accurate knowledge on the part of a few specialists. Considering the
number of important and fundamental problems which every science always
presents, and the manner in which these are neglected, while such abstruse
and useless niceties are spun out by specialists, I have been led to belicve

that, exce%tas goaded on by personsl want, the human intellect prefers trifles -

and hair-breadth subtleties to the serious investigation of trath. This
tendency, so manifest in science, has, as all know, been still more pronounced
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