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LIBBANY' or

tllgglns' Ilorae Sabbaticue;
Or an Attempitao Correct Certain Supersîliticus
and Vuigar Errors Respecting the Sabbath.
l'reface by Peter Eckler. Crown 8vo. P: per,
25c., cloth, 5oc.

Life of .Jesus. 13y ERNESrr RFUAN,
with nlany valuabie Illustrations. 400 pp., clown

Svol paper, 5octfltS.,
duth glt tOp, 75

cents.
Aithough educated

as a Catholic pricst,
Renan, fronm study
and observation, be-
came a philosopher.
Front his religinus
training he hll
Itarntd Io admire
and respect the char-
acter and teachine of
J"uis of Nazareth,
but bis gotd ser»se
and reasnn led hlmi
ta disbelieve in the
1 u~/taluial orig'in

Mfary." His rt.a."ns
for this disbelkef-

this want of faith-are as follows, aîîd are given
in hi uwn words:

" Noue of the. miracles wtth wblch the aid histories ore
fllld tak place underocentlic onoditions. Olbemvation,
%vhtch bas noever Onae bftn folbite&d teachea un tbat
itioles Devez ape bulta Uie& ad oounti,. la

wblch they are belleved, and before pb"yuiss dtpooad
ta belleve them. lio miracle ever occaed Ia theeseo
cf men capable or teesturlifs =mrrloos chaactt2.
Xeltier cominon people nor men or the. woyld are able
ta deUils. 1h reqoirs ea tpieeationhandlonghabits
of aclentillO resesrcb. 0n Or damu bave we mlot EcMe
alimait au respectable people dopes of tii mustfraide
or or pOCYtis illusion»? élarvellous tacti. îteted bY
tbe whole population .j =&al tcwls bave. the jks ta
severs crnttoy. bc=ea loded. Ir % te irved tiail 1
cantemoporvry miracle wl besr nquir Dsnfot b
able tiat lhe miracles of the. pa% wbz lamVe ail

Man in the Past, Present
AND FUTURa. By Prof. Ludwig Bhlchner. XIt
describes Man as "1abeingnfot put upon theearth
accidcntally by an arbitrai>' act, but produred in
harmon>' with the earth*s nature, and belonging
tnoit as do the flowers and fruits ta the tree which
bearsthem.'Ir Cloth, $z.oo.

Mahomet, the Iltustrious,
Ity Gudfrey Higgins, Esq. Perhaps no author
has appeared isba was betterqualified for writitlg
an hGn est Lffi of Makomet-Thc .11lustricus-
than Godfrey HIggins, Esq., the author of thre
;îresent wagk. ris knowledge of the Oriental
latiguages, hie carefuland methodicalexamination
uofail known authorities-his evident desire Ia
Stato the exact truth, joined ta the judicil char-
acer of hi& mind, eminent>' fiUte hîmt for the
ta'Ic, and ho bas prodluced a work that wil . provo
of i siterest tn both Mahumetans and Christiana.
Preface by Peter Eckler. Crown 8vo. paper, 2,5c.;
cloth, 5oc.

Mahomet: Mis Birtb, Char-
AcTER AND DOCTRIN9. B>' Edisard Gibbon,
Esq. Gibbon's accaunt of the Arabian leffislator
and praphet, is conceded ta be historically corrrct
in ever>' particular, and se grand and perfect In
evcry detail as ta ho prac-icali>' beyond the r,.ach
of adverse criticismn. Crawn 8vo, p2per, us5c.;
cloth, SOC.
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DYNAUIC SOCIOLOG«.

IIv PROF. JID

V.
IT ie thue clear how wholly different must bc both the nature and the plan
of operation of a truly progressive systern from those of any of thte non-pro-
gressive systemnQ whieli have divided up the energies of the wvorld in the past.

It may be asl<ed, " Where can tiuis knowledge bc obtîîined? Must wvc go to
nature for it and dig it out of the bowels of the earth before we can scatter it
among men 2"i This ie now bappily unnecessary. Unaided nature, operating
upon mani as upon animals and plants, lias inupelledl hint to seek this know-
ledge for himef, and obeying this strictly biological law, lie bas brought to
liglit a vaet mass of truth, suficient, if properly ditltributed, to place society
on the highway to permanent proserity. Buit, as the movemnent, being a
purely natural one, has been strictly egoistic, this mass of knowledge bas
remained loclied up in the minde of a few persons, and bas only been allowcd
to exert ant indirect influence on the state of society, and scarcely any on the
great majority otfite indi--idual memibers. Further, Society ait large, Nviclîli as
corne into the possession of the greater part of this k-nowledge, hia% taken no
pains to secure its diffusion ainong its menîbers. The only means of obtaining
this knotvledge is for each individual to seek it out for huînself-an effort
which not one in a thousand could afford to niake, even shbuld lie chance to
have a dessire. The great majority neyer even Iearn the fatit that any Snell
fund of knowledge existe in the world. Comparatively few bave any idea of
its value.

It je customary in ouir day to recommend in the strongeet terme tlîo
extension to ail our higlier institutions of the facilities for increasing know-
ledge, for independent original researchi. This is well, but tie faeL -if; that
not one-bundredth part of the fae.ts wvhich, original researchi has alrendy
brought forth are to-day obtainable by the one-lîundredth part of the niembers
of society, so that not one truth in ten tbousand ie fully utilized. Why go on
bringing forth new trutli, when ini the existiug" state of society it ie impossible
to make a proper use of *what tre already bave ? It would not be dlifficuit to
desfonstrate that this constant accumulation of materials for progress so
far beyond the capacity of socîety te utilize theni, or even to becomne conecious
of tbeir existence, exerte along with s aie direct benefits a large amount of
indirect evil to society itself. IL je lik-e gorging the stomnach to repletion iii
the hope that tbereby nutrition inay be inereaspil. And, juet as this nuay
'witb soute safety be done by lewly-organized creatures, while its practice by
bighly-organized ones je certain to end in reaction and disease, so tlîe carly
and-lowly organized societies of the world may withaut danger bave accumu-
lated great masses of facte for the later and more delicately-constituted once .
te apply, wbile the samne policy pursued by the latter makes a dangerous
chasm brtween the intelligent few and the ignorant niany, tvbich cannot fail
to accomplieli the aggrandisemxent of the former at the expensEc o! the latter.
To this influence, if 1 mistake not, je to be ascribed lic greater part of tlîe
evils of wbich muodern society complains. Every cultivated màn bas often
*wondered at the extraordinary degrec of refinenient toi wliich ntany branches
of knowledge bave been carrîed. Considered independently of ccl oaller,
nearly every so .called science, not to speak- of tîle arts both useful and ac-stlîetic,
bas been pursued to the xnost astoiuishing beighits of specialization, and
carried out through the xnost delicate and multiplied ramifications. I need
but refer to the great and useful sciences of niathematice, of astronomy, o!
physice, and of cbemistry. Stili better illustrations, lîowever, are to be found
in the lese. practical sciences o! zoology and botany. The incentive iu thesse
iatter sega to bave chiefly been mere fonduess for the acquisition of faeLs.
There je * scarcely an animal or a 'plant in Europe, in America, or even in
Australia, that lias not beetn collectedl, studied, dcscribed, named, and classi-
fied. Volumes have been ivritten and profusely illustrate-d with elegaut plates
to describe the epecies of. certain plants and animaIs wbose practical use to
mxankind je not appreciable, and is not in the eligliteet degree iricreased by
such accurate knowledge on the part of a !evf specialists. Considering the
number of important and fundanuental problenis which every suience always
preseuts, and the manner in whicb these are neglected, while sucli ibstruse
and uselese niceties are spun dut by epecialiets, I bave been led to believe
that, exceptas goaded on by personal want, the human intellect prefers trifles
and bair-breadth subtleties to the serions investigation of trufli. This
tendency, se manifset in science, hais, as ail Iknow, been stili more pronouneed
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