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THE ONTARIO FARMER.
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cious fluid into the trough of bass wood, which had
been fashioned during the long winter evenings.
A boiling place would be arrange, with a long pole
for a crane, upon which would be strm)tr the largest
kettles that could be procured. At *nght the sap
would be gathered from the troughs, o toiisome job,
and put into barrels. In the morning & curling
smoke would arise from amidst the thick woods,and
the dvy wood would crackle cheerily under the row
of kettles all the sunny day spring day; and night
would show a rich dark syrup, collected in the
smaller kettle, for the more careful work of being
converted into sugar. Frequently the fire would be
attended by women and the men would come to
gather the sap in the evening. In this way many
a family would be provided with abundant sugar,
at all events 1t had to serve them for the vear, as
they felt unable to purchase from the merchant. In
another place, we have related how a few made a
considerable quantity of sugar and sold it,jto payfor
a farm, doing without themselves.

The absence of various articles of food, led the
thoughtful housewife to invent new dishes, The
nnturc of these would depend in part upon the ar-
ticles of food most abundant, and upon the habits
peculiar to their ancestry, whether English, Dutch,
or some other. ‘The great desirg was, to make a
common article as tasty as possible And at har-
vest time as well as at bees, the fuit .ful wife would
endeavor to prepare something extra to regale the
tired ones. There was for instance the * pumpkin
loaf,” & common dish. It consisted of pumpkinand

-corn meal made into a small loaf, and eaten with

butter. Another dish which seems to have been
derived from the Dutch was Pot Pie, which was al-
ways, and is even yet in many places, made to feed
the havds at bees and raisings, and even was gene-
rally made to grace the board on a wedding occasion.
We cannot give the space, if we felt prepared to
speak, of the scveral made dishes commonly in use
among the older Canadians of Upper Canada  Many
of them a:e truly excellent in taste and nutritious
in quality. They are often similar to, or very like
the dishes in the New England and Midland States.

A GOOD WORD FOR THE BATS.

We find in a recent number of Appleten’s Journil
the following, by Professor Schelede Vere, on hats.
He says:

« Among the prejudices cherished by the masses
against harmless animals, few are stronger than that
felt almost universally against bats, arising probab-
1y from the simple fact that they are children of
the night and forced to carry on their search atter
food in the darkness. It may, however, that their
peculiar hideousness has given additional strength
to this feeling, for the Jews legistation alrcady de-
clared them unclean and accursed, and the Grecks
borrowed their wings for the harpies, as Christains
have done for the devil. A poor, lost.bat need but
fly into a room filled with company, and every body
is frightened  Superstitious people tremble at
their mere presence as an evil omen, and the strong
minded among the fair excuse their terror by a pre-
tended fear for their hair—an apprehension which
could be well founded only if the accounts of insects
being harbored in their chignons should be verified.
It is true these children of darkness are neither fair
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in form nor amiable in-temper. The naked, black
gkin of their wings, stretched out between eno

mously lengthened fingers, like the silk of an um.
brella’ between the whalebone of the frame; the
ugly claws of their hind feet; the bare appmd'\m.s |
which frequently adorne their noses and cars in g |
most eccentric manner ; and their perfectly noise.
less, almost mysterious ﬂwht by touch, and not by :
sight—all these pccuhmxtms combine to mnkel
them unwelcome guest among men.

‘“And yot they arc real pubhc bwcfuctors
When the first warm sun of spring arouses them -
from their long winter sleep, which they CI)]O)‘
hanging Ly their hind feet, head down, and the §
whole body carcfally wmppcd up in the wide cloak :§
of their wings, they begin their night hunts,
dozen fat buetles haidly suffice for the supper of a |
hungry member of one variety, and sixty toseventy
house-flies for one of another kmd All mo:ht:lon"J :
they pursue with indefatigable cnergy every \ar-;-
iety of beetle and moth, of fly and buff, and enjoy |
most of all these which do the grmtest injury to
our fruit-treces and cereals. liven the only really \
formidable member of their race, the vampire, is
much maligned ; o gigantic bat, 'lccusvd of sucking
the vlood of man md beast, it is strictly confined
to & small dlstuct in the txopws, and even thm -
occurs but rarely.” ;

MONTREAL OCEAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY. ‘i
— K
With the commeyce of Canada and the }e'n.\' in- ||
creasing trade of this city, the Messrs. Allans’ Yines 1
of stcmnexs and clipper ships have been intimately l} -
associated, and have progressed and prospered toan
extent tlnt excites the admiration of the whole|
Dominion. Theabove firm are now, we Delieve, |
the most extensive steamship owners in the world, |
not even excepting the Inman or Cunard Comp'm-
ieg, in ocenn steamers.

Within the past forty years immense progress lm B
been wnde in the improvement of the navigation
of the St. Lawrence. In 1831 Lake St. Pe ster was '
but eleven feet decp at low water. After ten years
discussion—that is in 1841—the Board of works |
commenced operations to improve the channel, and
carried them on with occasional mtcxruptlons for I
some twelve or fifteen years, until a depth of cigh- | J&
teen feet at low water was reached, which, we ;x
believe is about the present capacity of the channe), !
though subsequent drcd"mgb may have slightly =
nnplovcd it. This increase in the nm'xg'xblc capa-

city of the river up to Aontreal cieated a demand #§
for o superior cless of vessels, and the (,umdxanl

firm mainly composed of Liverpool and Glasgow l k
shippers, by which a subsidy was to have been pmd‘

to them for a fortnightly mail by steamship forn
Liverpool. The sexvice which was imperfectly
rendered, and the contract was terminated some!
cighteen months after its commencement, the ships
of the company finding more profitable unploymcnt
in the transport service of the British Grvernment,
then entering upon the Crimean war. Before this
date Messrs. Allan, of this city, in conjunction with
their brothers in Glasgow, and 3r. Bryce Allan of
Liverpoul, had contracted for the construction of
two steawships on the Clyde for employment in the
Canadian trade. The first of these vessels, the
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« Canadian,” made her fiest trip to Canada in the




