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T[hu selection of iuui for the Christian n1inistry i riiariilv

the act of (led. B:'othi the eall and the titie to t;he sîîered
office, i'n7? esse, are froîîî H1im. In this sense (3odl lonoç n1akzes
minisLers. B3y the soverci gn energy of [lis spirit Ke con-
strains and qualifies men to becomîe .1-s servants as teaciers
of the trubfli. It was so iu the days of the aposties, and it is
so stili. ". As they îninistered to the Lordc, and fasted, thc
H-oly Ghiost said: Senit e llarnabas and Saul for' tUi
w'or-k whercuinto 1 have called thiemi."

But it belongrs to thc Chutrei dis an orginized body iniwmc
the Spirit dw'ells to seck fron hier Hlead. the right sort of men,
and to (liscrin-iniate wisely in (lotermining -who shiould be
regrdrodl as divinely called. It is unsafe to leav'e this inatter
%vholly to bo derided by the individual, because there aire
rnany visionaries and enthiusia,.sts wvho are ready to obtrifde
themiselves into positions for which they are not qualitied,
andi whose teinerity should. be restraiued by the cominon
sense of others. ilence thie lieforîued Ohurches have always
exercised. this righit of restraint in various wvays. And it
seomns to mne that to-day the trend of sober religions thoughit
,and the clamant needs of Mie Chiurch and the wvorId deînand
resoluto a(Ilhorence to this practice. It isan inýjurions delusion
to suppose tliat any devout person, regardless of capacity dind
eduication, is lit to preacli the ,gospel. Tho teaching and the
practice of Christ and his aposties sanctioni no such thougrht.
They acted upon the principle of selection. le chose twve1ve.,
and they also grave very special instructions regarding the
chloice of those wh'1o shiould be connted wvorthy to bc their
associate3s, aid wvho shouli afterwvards continue their mission.
ditUhe things," said Paiil to his son Tiînothy, "Cwhichi thou

hiast hecard froin mne among nany witnessos the saine commnit
thou to faithful «'mon, wvho shaîl be able to teachi others ftlso."
And. to Titus, another of his co-workers, lie gave a more coin
preliensive summiary of the qualifications of head and heart


