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Short Sermon,
BY GEORGE S. OUTRAMN, RECTOR OF NEDMILE.

THE POWER OF IMPORTUNITY.
St. Luke, xi. 8.—* Because of his importunily.

fi {HE possession of power, with all its opportunities for good
! * or evil, has ever been, and ever will be, a very desirable
‘ thing. This is one reason why men wish to be rich, be-
- canse they know thiat money is a great power in the world.
The same may be said of rank, preferment, skill, wisdom. and other
things, which are held to give power to their possessors. Yet there is
one power different from all these, and far better than all, which can
be obtained by any ore who is the happy possessor of three things
The first is, an unswerving obedicnce to the law of God; the second
is, faith in God; the third is, inportunity in prayer to God. The
possession of these three things will make the poor and needy man
richer and mightier than an emperor, and infinitely more happy.

I propose to speak mainly on the third of these things, im-
portunity ; and the rather, because the lack of it often leaves the
two others uncrowned by the success which they so well deserve.
The holy life may be there, and the precious faith may be there, but
if the importunity in prayer is not there the man will not be a
power for good to himself or to other men. e is one who is con-
tent to hide his candle under a bushel. e has not what he might
have, solely for the want of audacity. Ile docs not come boldly
to the throne of grace. He is ticd and bound by a deep-rooted
dread of failure; or, it may be, he lacks tenacity of purpose. This,
gs well as the other, arises from over-timidity. Ie may, and, we
will suppose, he often does, ask for what he sorely needs; but he
does not pursue the coveied object day aifter day, and hour after
hour, with strong crying and tears, and with a resolution that no
dclay can impair, no silence chiil. He forgets, in fact, or, perhaps,
has never yet known, the unmequalled importance of the mighty
words, which are traced in the living rock of Holy Writ with a pen
of iron—* because of his imporiunity.’

Had we 1o such inspired words as these on which to found our
great principle—or were they words lightly spoken, or hazarded at a
venture, as words that might by some possibility Lie true—we should,
perhaps, have sconted the idea of wearying Gad out of Ilis apparent
inattcution by ceaseless plaints ; of dinning our selfish waats into His
cars, so as to, as it were, tive Him into a compliance with our wishes.
We should probably have held ap such seemiugly graceless conduct as
Leing far more likely to rouse His anger than open His royal hand
and heark

For just consider how we should rclish the coutinual, never-
ceasing supplication of 2 miscrable baggar, who was always knocking
at our door for help, yea, and who sought cvery opportunity to
waylay us, and thrust kis dirty and tattered petition in our face.
We should feel mortified, angry, annoyad by it.  Bat yet, let us ask,
should we not give the poor man what he wanted, if only that we
might be freed from his Timportunity and see his face no more?

Well, this is the very point insisted on by our Blessed Lord in
the two paables which He spake for the pampoese of enforcing on
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