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The result of the attempt on Canada may
be stated to have been,
1st. Grief and perplexity
to the Washington Patriots, who were, with
the exception of General Porter,t safe at home:
2ndly. The acquirement of the nickname of
General Van Bladder by General Smyth, a
token of remembrance of his brave efforts on
paper, from his admiring and grateful country-
men.  3rdly. A lesson toadmonish the Ameri-
can Government that the fidelity of Canadians
towards the British Government and constitu-
tion was too deeply seated, founded on too
immovable a basis to be shaken by any efforts
of a forcign power, however popular. 4thly-
Additional proofs, if such were required, to
the Ameciican nation, that the war-feeling was
popular only with asmall portion of the Union.

The first demonstration of this feeling
occurred in the resolutions passed in the
Legislature of Maryland, a short time after
General Smyth's defeat.

In the preamble to these resolutions it is
most emphatically laid down that * War
resorted to without just cause must inevitably
provoke the Almighty Arbitor of the universe;
produce a boundless waste of blood and trea-
sure; demoralise the habits of the people;

Effecte of this failure
at mvasion.

give birth to standing armics, and clothe a{.

duminant faction with power, in addition to
to the inclination, to infringe the dearest
privileges of frecemen, to violate the constitu-
tion by implications and by new definitions of
treason under the mask of law, and to subject
to persecution, perbaps to punishment, citizens
whose ouly crime was an opposition fuirly,
honestly, and constitutionally based on the
system of the national administration.”

In reference to the operations which had

Burravo, Dec. 8.

A friend has just handed me the proof shect of
your paper of this morning, in which is contained
what purports to be General Smyth's oficial
account of the affuirs of the 25th of Novemberand
1st of December.

I beg you will suspend the publication so long
as to assure the public that, in your next, I will
give a true account of sume of the most prominent
transactions of those days.

When our lives, our property; when the pre-
cious and dear-bought gift of our ancestors—the
gacred honour of our country; when everything

tNo aie wonld have magued, after reading General

Parter's war speech, that he mtended reaily to expose
bimsclltadang B 1arcly do.

actually taken place, the preamble thus con-
tinues,—** To obviate the immediate and op-
pressive difficulties of the crisis thus induced,
militia and volunteers are subjected to field
and garrison duty, and called upon to supply
the deficiency of regulars,—enormous sums
are to be raised by loans and taxes, and a
neighbouring colony of the enemy is invaded
by detachments of undisciplined troops im-
perfectly supplied with necessaries. Under
such circumstances, folly can only expect
success; and should further defeat, disgrace
and dismay,accompany our military operations
the gloomy anticipations of an unnatural
alliance with the conqueror of Continental
Europe will inevitably be indulged. Thus
embarked in a disastrous contest, the nation,
harassed and debilitated by its continuance:
will sigh for peace, and for its attainment the
immediate and important object contended
for must be abandoned.” After this preamble,
or rather this extract from it, for the original
% too long for us to do more than give the
sense of it.  Several resolutions were passed,
all reflecting strongly upon the injustice of the
war, and the culpability of its supporters. It
is unnccessary, however, for our purpose to
do more than quote the foilowing:—

“Influenced by these considerations, the
constituents of Maryland, conceive it to be
an imperious duty to express, through their
representatives, their opinion relative to the
present state of public affairs.

Resolution 2.—*“That an offensive war is
incompatible with the principles of republican
ism, subversive to the ends of all just govern®
ment, and repugnant to the best interests of
the United States.”

that we prize as men, or ought to hold dear as
patriots, are falling and tading before us, it is time
to speak ont, whatever he the hazard.

In ascribing, as I shall not hicsitate to do, the
late disgrace on this frontier, to the cowardice of

iGcncral Smyth, I beg it to be understood as not

intending toimplicate the chamcters of the officers
whaose opinions he has brought forward to bolster
up his conduct.  Sereral of them I know to beas
brave men as ever wiclded a sword; and their
advice, if indeed they gave the advice imputed to
them, may be acconnted for in the obvious con-
sideration, with which cvery one who saw him
must have been mpressed, that any military at-
tempt under such a commander, must, in all
human probability, prove dizgraceful.

Perer B. Porrzr.



