
Sicily. An entirely unforeseen occurrence
precipitated matters. Freeboot crs, cal ling
themselves the Marnertines, had captured
the city of Messana, put ail the nulle in-
habitants ta deati,, and selied their wîiv-s
and property. Cariliage aided the iMa-
mertines against Pyrrbus, but noiw the
latter were attacked by 1-liero, king of
Syracuse, and reduced to the last extre-
iiity. 'Ihey s-aw ihat they niust eithier
cal] upon Carthtage fur hieli> ôr summiion
the Romans to their assistance. 'I'Ie
rnajority decided ta sec:k succor fri
Rome. 'l'he Romans, alter long delibera-
tion, decided ta- comiply ihl their re-
quest, though perfectly aware that is
was tantainount to a dcc aration of %var
a.ainst Carthage. In tuie meantimie the
Cariginians appeared, concludcd a
trea ty of peace Ibetwveen the Maniermnes
and Hiero and obtair-ed Ipcis-'tessioni of the
former city. The Romnai Consul, biow-
ever, nothing daunted, resoived te atiack
Messana, altloughi w:arnted off by the
Cartbaginiaris who sent back to Roinie the
ships tbey cajîtured fri Iimi. %Var 'vas
declared and Hamilcar, theCrtîiiin
g-eneral, barassed the Romians hiy land and
by sen. The NYoTid flow behield an ;îston-
ishing sight, tlie Romans nu-lL a fleet te
colntend wvith the miistress tif the seas. By
ain alînost: incredible energy and anl in-
domiitable spirit, the Romans cotistructed
slîips, and led theii rav sailors against the
veteran seamnen of Carthage. Ci thage
despised the Roman sailors, but te lier
cest. Upon the very firsi tencvtnnter site
suffcred an inglorious deféat. Tfle %var
continued with varying stcc~,Rinje lost
tlirce fleets, but Romann patrictibin caile
to the rescue, l)rivate ci izens 1îrcseiîted
two hundred vessels te the governnient.
Cardhage wvas taken by siurprise and lier
fleets entircly deSîoye:d ; sue sta-2gered
under this b'.ow and %vas force:d te :îgn a
treaty whereby boti naticins agi ced te
respect each otherY's righîis. Cartlîage
was te pay a tribut e 10 Rie and 10

evcaeS c-ily. Nu sooner h.îd Carthtage
cniergcd -roin tii war ilian she ivas
fflunged toto ail the horrors t a revoit of
lier iiercenary soldiers. Ronie seized
tliis opportunity te commit a moinq per-
fidious deed, one of the blackest in the
antnîls of mankind. For wliilst Carthiage
'vas engaged in this lite and death -itrug-
gI.e, Rome ungenerous,:y scized the Cardia-
tzinian colotîy ef Sardinia, and wvlen
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Carthage demanded reparation for this
treacherous act, she irnposed a new tribute
upon the Caithaginians, thereby adding
insuit te injury. Meanîvhile an event of
great moment had taken place, a son,
Hannibal hand been born te Hamnilcar
who caused bini when iii his tender years
te take anl oath and swear undying batred
te the Romans. How well this ivas
obýervýed the future will show.

L)uring the luil in the war, Roe
exiended her conquests towards the north
cf Italy, whikt: the Carthaginians, hitherto
attracted te Spain by tbe ï,,'oid and silver
mines, wvere noiv led thitiier by Hamilcar,
who saîî' that if Carthage was te be saved,
it must b, front without, consequently he
souglit money, solidiers, and a field of
action in the fahulouily riclb peninsula of
Spain. I3y tlie occupation of Spain he
bopud te resîcwre the balance of powver
wlîîch liad been rudely shaken by the loss
of Sardiîiia and Sicily. lJpon bis death,
Haninibal, one cf the wvorld's greatest
bu rous, teck lhis place. Hannibal slîook
Roie to the ver>' foundation and brought
lier te the verge cf deitructioni. His keen
intuitive foresighît told birn tlîat the
Caîhaginian pt±oile must be united, tbaît
their goverimieuit must bc niade more
deniocraîic. H4e endeavoed te reformi
it, but it was toe late; the people *bad
becta'me slaves te the systeni of corruption
w1hereby they had been se long pampered ;
tiev iîad dtegtneraîed iiota a lawless mîob,
ever ready 10 sil their noble birth-rigbît
for a mess of liottage. Far more penetrat-
ing tii:n the goveriîîent, he saw thar te
cople success(ully witb Rei-ne, Cartbage
nînust attark lier in lialy, on lier ownl soul.
Towards this end lie direcied ail bis
efforis. but receivedi onîy a b:îlf-bearted
supîport Irotu the Catbaginian autborities.
l was indeed a conitist between Hannibal

on eOne side aiid the mighty pinwer cf
R.ume on the oiller. He cemnianded an
armyv of merccrsarics whose god wvas
nîi.iwnon, who wlt-. altogether dev"id
cf tlîat spirit of pairirilsm wliich arouses
mîen te great deeds and urges theuni tu

ange tue insuît- cffured tei faitîîerland.
He found ilhen disorgaiiized, di.s.atisfie:d,
and in a state of nmutiîiy, but lie 'vas a
loriî leader of men ; bis personal maignet-
isi drew ail to bis sidc, and lus faîlîerly
care tif bis soldiers wvon tbeir gratitude.
love, and devot ion. H-annibal, conlvinccd
of tit fidelity (if his soldiers, teck Sagun-
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