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Ix our last issue the whole number
was the same as in the previous issuc.
This error is ramedied in the present
number.

-

Tue publishers of the Halifux Phila-
telic Magazine, and the Phitatelic
Canadian, anunotince that their papers
are out. We have seen the later, and
it is very neat, und we trust thatit will
mect with success.

-

WE will send outa good many copies
of our next issue as samples, and will
continue doing this at least once a
month during the scason.

“a

Buxce's address book of dealers was
sent to us recently. Mr. Bunce states
that every dealer whose name appears
in it, is **reliable.® We notice thoso
of A. Weisz and Harold Conne & Co.,
both of London, Eng, The later is not
now in business. The amiouncements
of the former still continue to appear,
but as he has not paid us an overdue
account, we much doubt that other
publishers will sce any returns,

“«

Titx: proposition has been made that
a number- of Canadian dealers should
issuc a syndicate catalogue of Canada
postage and revenues. In our opinion
tho scheme would hardly work.

2>

Osxk cverswhkere hears of the great
demand for revenues. They are TiE
faslion. If you have never collected
revenues of Canada, you shounld see
them.  Ask for them and you will find
very fow dealent have much of n stock.
This alone should prove the wisdom of
“buying now, as there are probably not
ten complete collections in existence.

(Contlnucd from 18t page.)

remittances have, that they cannut get
rid of them to vendors, the depattment
has always redeemed thiem at 5 per cent.
discount. “Thisisadmitted to betoo high,
especially whenitis considered that stamp
vendors only make one per cent. on their
sales. The Postmaster-General has,
accordingly, <scided that from this out
the department will redecin stamps in
sums of not less than a dollar, at a dis-
count of ane per cent. the same discount
which the vendors get.  “The stamps inust
be pasted upon sheets of paper and sent
to the department at Otawa, when a
cheque for the amount of the stamps so
returned will be forwarded to the party
sending thenu in, Asno postageis re-
quired on letters to any of the public de-
partments, no hardship will be entailed
upon merchants by this decision on Mr.
Mulocl's part, but on the contrary it opens
a way for the disposal by them of stamps
accumulating in their possession.
MiCABOW,

A FEW NOTES ON REVENUES
OF THE UNITED STATES.

The imperforate and part pecforate
condition of the first issue U, S. Reven-
ues may be accounted for by the hury
with which they were prepared  Con-
gress hud passed a warmeasure levying
a stamp tax upon legalinstrumentsand
other documents and there was little
time before the law went inta effect for
the preparation of the large varviety of
stamps required. It was creditable to
the contractors that no serinus errors
were made.  Later, the demand wasso
great that they could not afford to reject
shicets of stamps beeanse they had been
run through the perforating machine
too many titnes and were double per-
forated. These double perforated
stamps are not very uncommon and ara
senerally found in the case of the most
plentiful varieties, these having been
vroduced in the greatest numbers and
consequently with the greatest haste
aml the least care. I think that three
orjuur times the price of the ordinary
statap is voough o pay for these
oddities.

Requisitions for stamps camie in from
all pacts of the loyal States, and sup-
plics wore sent, some of which included
nearly the whele issue of a single
wariety. Iastead of dividingupa baich
of stamips among the different scctions
of the country and sub-stations. from
swhich stanips weredistributed, the bultk
of it would be sent to one place and if
nomore of thatkind were issued, the
use of that particular stamp wonld be
conlined to the one loeality. Thus, al-
muost all the S P. of . imperforate

aow in collections orginally came from
Californin  More sprcimens have been
found on the Faeilic cmst in receut
years, it issuaid, than in all the Easi.
Thig probably indicates that maay of
the avest revenues are to be sought,
wach in o particular vicinity of s own,
Bat Anowledge of this, if anyone has it,
must be a teade seerets. s

The genuinenessof impecforate reven-
ues may be determined to some extent
hy the date which was usnally written
or stumped upon them, In 1862, no
stamps awere  peforated  and cmost
stamps used in 1868 were buperforme,
but stamps of later date need not neces-
sarily be pronounced clipped on thix
acconnt, 1 have seen :t pair of impey.
forate Sthe Boof W, dated 1863, Thuse
probably were remainders which had
been kept for two ar thres yeurs before
being used.  Width of marginisdecep-
tive, for the stunups were often inegu-
farly perforated, ssometunes so s to
show portions of adjoining stamps both
shove and below,

After a year or two, it was found ta
bes both inexpedient aml unnecessary
to vequirg that the stamps should - bear
inscriptions  corresponding with  the
nawes of the documents to which they
were attached, and  thereafter thev
were used indiserimivately. Tha en-
gravers, since ii was no longer necess-
ary to provide every variery of stanp,
retired some plates and dies and print.
ed vomore stamps from them, This
vestricted  their issue amd made them
rarer than the others The playing
card and proprictary stamps were al-
ways required to Le used for thase por-
poses only, however, and this is the
reason for their general seareity. <Iam
not aware whether the 0 cent propriet-
ary is rure because there was little uso
for that value, or bhecause it was carly
retired, Perhaps both reasons operate.

During the carly *70's, = number of
revenues were issued on a very thick
paper. In fact, there are two thick-
nesses of thick paper.  They are casily
distinpuished fram the otdinary papers,
but may be tested in this way - double
the paper between the thumb and
finger; if it will crease casily, itis the
thin paper, but if there scems to be
considerable resistance, it is the thick,
hard variety. Listshavebeen attempted
of. the varictics printed on this paper,
but new discoveries are continually
being made.

It i8 said that revenues are soon to be
catatogued bota unused and used,
Herctofore, unused specimens have
been.oblainable for a wmere fmction of
the face value on account of the fact
that tho government doces not redeem
them, but there is snch alimited source
of supply that they aro bound' to be



