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TWE BIEE.

[ — e
the lips of Mr. Dudleigh himaell, as well as from
others—made a good deal of umse m what are called
** the fastienable cireles,” and was obscutely hinted
atin ouu of the dady papers. [ wasmuch amused at
hoaring, in the various circles I visiced, the conthcting
and exagaernted uccounts of it. Ono old Jady told
e ghe ¢ bad 1t on the best authonty, that Mr. Dud.
lergh actually struck s wite, and wrenchied her pusso
ont of her hand!** [ 1ccommended Mrs, Dudleigh to
withdraw fora few weehs to a watenng.place, and
she followed my advice; taking with her Miss Dud.
Jeigh, whose health and spirits had suftered matonally
through the event wiich has been mentioned.  Poor
gul! shie was of a vory diferent mould from her -
ther, and sutlered acutely, though xilently, at witnes.
sing the utter contempt i which sho was held by the
very people she made guch prodigious efforts to conrt
and conciliate.  Can any sttuation b coaceived more
paful®  Her few and geatle remonstrances, how-
crvar, met invanably with w eruel aml barsh receptiony
and at last she was compelled to hold hee peace, and
bewail m morulicd silenco ber mothier’s obtuseuncss.

They continued ut about a month; and
an their return to town, found the offlur quite
** blown overy* and soon afterwards, through the me.
distion of mutual tniends, the angry couple were re-
conciled 1o each other.  For twelve long months NMrs
Dudieigh led a comparatnely quiet and secluded hie,
abstamng, with but a poor grace 1312 11ue, from com-
pany and cards--from the latter compulsoniy; for no
one chuse tosit down at play wub lier, who had wat.
nessed or heard of the event windh had taien place
Jast xeasan.  ba short, every thmg seemed gomg on
well with ouraerchant and his faamly. It was fived
that fus davghter wag to hecome Lady ——, a2 soon
ar young Lord = should have rcturned lrom the
continent; and a daszing dowery was spohen of us
biers on the day of ber warsaae.  Pleased wath his
wife's good behaviour, Mr. Dadleagh’s confidence and
goad mature revived, and he held the reins with a ra-
prdly slickening grasp.  In praportion as be allowed
her funds, lier sacred *¢ frienda® tlocked agam around
hier; and by and by she wus seen flonncing ubout
faxlnon as heretofore, with ewalt ¢« let or landrance’”
from hier hashand.  Thoe warld—the sagacious world
~—cailed Mr. Dudleigh a happy man; and the ety
enclled at the meation of his nane and domgs. The
mercantile world lasd sts nghest honouss at fus feet—
the masaraiv—a bank—un Last-tudian Duectonship
——a seat for the city tn Parhament=-atl ghttered with.
in lus grasp-<but he would not streteh torth bus hand,
He was content he would ~av, ¢ to be plam Henry

D wilergh, whose waord was os gond s bus bopd—
a leading ran on 'Change—and, above oll, **uwho

cou'id lenk erery one {ull n the face with whem he
hiad ever had 1o Jo.* He wasndeed a worthy man
s nich and racy specnnen of one of thoss zlones of
our nation—a truc English merchant.  The proudest
moments of his Iife were those, when an accompany-
ing fniend conld estmate luy conseguence, by witness-
ing the mandarin movements that everswbere met hun
—the obsequiouz abersances of even lus ciovest avals
~a3 he hurried to and {to about the central 1rgons of

*Chznge, s hands stuck into the worn pockets of hisl
The merest glance at Me.j

plam snufi coloured coat.
Dadleigh—his hurtied, fidgety, anvious gestures—ile
Yieen, cantious exprossion of lus phtiermy grey eyes
—Nis month screved up hike 2 st purse—alt, it
told of the ** man of a mdlion ** There was, i a
arnner, a ¢ plam® Qo every teead of s that, 19 every
twakle of his cxe. He conld vever lie s to breatne
freely—really to live, but 1a tus congentai stmoyphere
—Ins native element—the Caty!

QOnce evers year he gave a capatal dinner, at g ta-
vern, to all s agents, clerks, and people 1 anv way
conneeted with him s busmesss and noue but hnnseit
new the quiet ecstacy with whieh he tonl by seat
at the kead of them all—joed m their tind jelies—
echoed therr itodest Linglizer, made spreches, auld was
begpeccinited an turn! How he sate winde preat
thing: wete siving of him, on the gccamon of s
Lealtn's heng drank! Qa one of these occasians,
Ju< be il lsd heen proposed by tns sleek headecleck,
in amost neat and approprate speach, and doank with
uproaaious enthnsnzms and goad NMr, Dodlegh wag
on lus lexrs, energetically making s annual avowal
that ** that was the proudest mamen: of i hie,*
whet one of the waiterg came andd mterrupted L,
by swving that a gentleman was without, wailing to
spuak to i on et ampontant buviness,  Me. Dad-
jegh hurniedle whispered that he would attend to the
kteanger moa fow munntes, and the waster waithdrew;
hat retarned i a cceoand or two, and put a card nto
las baad.  Me. Dudleigh was eleatnfied at the nune
it bora—that of the great loan contractor—ihie ity
Croma, whose wealth was teported to be mealcula-
blet Ile haculy called an some one to supply Ius
places and hiad hardly paread the door, before he was
hastuly shaken bv the hands by ——, who told hun

to take part with him in negociating a very large loan
an account of the —— govermment!  After a flutried
pause, Mr. Dudleigh, scarce kuowing what he was
saying, assented. Ina day or two the transicuon
was daly blazoned i tho leadimg papurs of the days
and every onu in the city spoho of i as one hiely
to doublu or even treble us already ample fortune.
Agan he was prawed—usgam censured— again covied!?
1t was considered advisable that he sbould repar 10
the continent, during the course of the siegociation,
w order that he nught personally supermiend some
important collateral tranzactions; and when there he
wae most unexpectedly detamed nearly two months.
Alus! that he ever loit Englurd!  Dutng lis absence
s mfatuated wile betook herself—+ hike the dug to
his voant, hike the sow to her wallowing i the e’
—to her fuuner rumous courses of extravagance and
disstppation, but on u featfully large ecole. 1ler
houiv was wmo10 Like an hotel thun a private dwellng;
and blazed awuy, wght after might, with hght aud
company, tll the whole neighbouthood complamed of
the iceszant uproar oceasioned by the mero arrival
aud departure of hor guests.  T'o her other dreadtul
besctments, Mes, Dudleigh now added the odious and
valgar vice of—inoaication 1!t
the deticiency of her amaal spants; and sad she ook
liquor a3 u medicine!  She requured stunnlus, and ex.
citemnent, she saud, to sustain her mind under the per.

She complamed ot

petual run of all tuek sho had ot curds! U was in
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reasonable! recollect I’ a kind mother to you,” kis-
ring hiw, ** and don't distress e, for { one thice or
four timey as mach myself, and cannot pay 1.*

¢ Elit——ch'-=~cannot pay it !=—stotl, ma’am!~=why
ia the bank run dry?”—hie continued, with an appre-
hensive stase,

¢ Yes, luro--long ago
a sieh

* Whoo=~whoo!"~-he exclunued; and nsing, he
wulked, or rather etoggered a Yo steps to and fro, ay
Wattempting to collect bis facolties-~and think!—

¢ Abe<ha, bal—cureka, ma*sm?” ho eaclamod
suddenly atter o pause, snapping g tingers—*1’ve
got it=-1 buve,~=the vrase, mother,~-the platel—
bem! tusing the wind-=you understond me!”

++ Oh! shocking, shocking!’-~sobbed Mhss Dud-
leagh, burty ing towards them, winging hior hands b
tetly —** oh mother ! oh Henry, Henry ! would you ru-
in 1wy pour father, and break lis heart2*?

s Ab, the plate, wother!~-the plate!'-~he con-
tinued, oddiesaing  his mother--then turning to s
spster==** away, you hittle puss--puss!—ahat do you
understand abont busmesy, eh?”«-ond le attempted
ta kiss her-=but sho thrust lom away with indiguation
and hotror an her gestures.

¢« Come, mother!=-will it dol-ca lucky thought!
the plate'-=Mr.——-isa rate band at this kd of
thingle=s thousand or two would eet you and me to

"—repliod his wyother, with

vt that hier poor duughter remonstrated, and almost § nghts in a twmkling'—come, what say you®”

ceied berself imto fity, oh seeing hier mother retuen

«¢ Impossible, Harry ! —replicd hia wother, turne

home, frequently n the dull stupor of absolute mioxis fing pate,—** "ty Quie—"tis—"tus—out of the ques-

cation’-=¢> Muther, mother, my heart i3 bicabanp!™  ton

satd she onc cvenng,

** o s mme”’~=tuccuped her pareat--+* so get inc .

the decanter!™

Young Harry Dudleigh trode emulously i the fuot-
steps of g mother; and ran not to an extent that was
before unknown to Oxford'-=The sons of vety few of
the highest nobalnty had handsomner ullowances than
hes yet was he constantly aver head and cats i debt.
He wasa backer o) the rmg ruflians; a great man at
cock, and dog fights; a racer; m shori--a blackguard
ol the tist water.  Durmng the recess, he bad come
up o town, and talea up s quarters, not at s fa-
ther's house, but at one of the distant hotels-=uhiere
he nught pursue Lis protligate comses wathout fear ol
nterruption. He had repeatedly buthied Ins sother
out of lurge sums of maney to supply fus mfamons ex-
iravagances, and at epgth became so nsolent aud
caotbitant i lis demands, that they quarrehied,  Oae
evenmg, aboaut mine o’ciock, Mrs. and Miss Dudlegt
nappencd to be sitting - be dravwng room, atone--
and the latter was pale with the agitation consequent
o some recent quussel wath her moider; for the poor
wutl hed beeu pavsonately teprascting her tnother for
bier mcieasing atlachment 10 bguor, under the mngdu.
cace of which she evidestly was at hat moment. Sud-
denly a voice was heard mthe ball, and on the stars,
sieong, or tathes bawhng, saatches of some comns
song or uther, the dravng room door was presemly
pushied open, and young Dudlegt. more than Lall .

et once that Ire bad called to proposo to Mr, Dudieigh

tozcaled, made iy appearance, m a slovenly evenng
dress

* Madame wma mere—1" saul he, staggermg to.
wards the sofa whese his wother and sister wete site
G =<*¢ fo-J must be suppled==1 iwust mother I he
bivcnped, stretcding tow aids her his nighit Land, and
tapping the pahin of tlsigonicantly wah g left fin-
gers.

** Pho~-nonscuse -=uli'to bed, youny scupe arace!,’
replied s iiihier, drowsily--tor the siupor of wine
lay he ity on hes.

* s useless, madam--qnite, 1 assure youl--mo
tev—mnoney—nones Lt and will have®® said her
son, v o stedy hunself agamst a chan,

Wy, Hany, dearl-—where’s the bfty pounds [
gave von a check for anly a day or two m

ago!

** Gaoae! gnae! the way of all waney | madame—as
you know pretty well l--§-<! Jaust have L300 by
1030 LAY cmme®

s Three hundred pounds, Henry ! exclamed Inus
mother, r.ugni_\.

“ Yes, ma’am® Sir Chiatles won’t e put o any
longer, he <ays,
band =<as the old governnr savste=Mother,”” he cons
tved g loder tuue, thinging s hat violently on
the finar-=+¢ 1 must aud Wit have money 1™

** Henry--n's disziacefilecmlamnns--most infa-
mous ! exclamied Miss Dndlegh, with a shonked airg
and raiaing  her bardkerelicl o hier eyes, she rose
from the sofa, and walked hurriedly to the opposie
ead of the room, and sat down 1 tears  Poor gwl!
what amother! whata brothet'=<the young mau toak
the place she had occupied by her mother’s side, and
w a wheedling, coaxmg way, threw lus arm round
Mrs. Dudlegn, laccuping-=** wmothier gne me a
cheque! da, pleasei-~'tis the last time 111 "ank you-~
far a twelvemonth to comele-and 1 owe L£500 that
maust ho pad i a day or two!™

Lhas wy==my= woud-=* good as my ¢ .
0 \ ¢ - 1 utiered, and these fell quivermy from s lips uncon-

** How can I, Haseyi-~dear Harry--don’t be un-
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*¢ Pho! no such thing!—1It must be donel—why
cannol at, ma’am?” enquired the young man carnests

¢ Why, becausc—sf yon must know mrahi—be-
cause 1L ALREADY pawned!—gephed lus mothor,
in 3 loud verce, shukang her hand at han with passion.
Then attention was atiracted ot that moment to-
iwarsds the donr, wineh had been standing a-jar—for
there was the sound o some one suddenly fallen
dovin. After aninstant's puuee, they all three waik-
ed to the door, and stond gazmg hosror-siruck at the
prostrate figure of M. DevLrien!?

He bad been standing unpereeived in the door-way
~having enteted the hovse only a moement or two
after hue sone during the whole of the disgracetul
svene juat descnbed, almost petrdicd with goef, amazes
went, und horror— il he could bear n o longer, and
fell downin un appeplect.c tit.  Ho had but that e-
vemng returned from abroad, exhausted wuh phasicat
fatagne, and disprnted i mad—for wisle shioud, he
had made u most disastrous move 1o the foteign funds,
by windh he ost upwards of sisty or retventy thousend
younds; and hus negotiation schieme also wned out
very unfortuzately, and loft him tnsus nearly as much
more.= e bad burned home, halt dead with veantion
and anxiety, 1o make p<tant siabgnuts for eot-
g the most preseng of s jer MLty Crgagcluenlsin
Engtand, apprebenaive, fram the glomay tenor of las
agent’s lertesa to b wlile abroad, et lus aflaas
were fulling into contusion,  Oh! what « hegrt-break-
ing scene bad be to encounter——insicad of the come-
furts and welcome of homne!

Thig incident Lro "t me ugam into contact with thig
devoted fanndy, thr | was seimtiencd by the desteacted
daushter to lier futher’s beasde, wiach 1 found sur-
reundesd by his wife and cluldien.  The shock of liis
presence had completely  sobeied both mother and
son, wWho hung hoaor strelien over b, on cach swde
of the bed. endeasouning in vam 1o readl hun to sen-
whilav.  § had searee entered the 1oom before Mrs,
ot was carred wway snocming m the arms of a
conaat, Mr. Dudlegh wazam a di of appoplexy.
tle Lay in a state of juolound stupor, hreatiung sten-
tarionsly——maore ke snorung. 1 had hun raised into
nearly an upright positon, and mmcdiately bled him
largedy fom the jugulac vein. Wiale the blood was
flowing, my attention was wtresied by the appearanco
of young Dudleigh; who was huceling down by the
bed side, his hands closped convulsively 1opother,
and his swollan blondehor cyes fived on his father.
o Father! father! father?® were the only werds he

seionsty. Mg Dudlesgh, who bad stowd leanmg a-
gamst the bedpast in swpificd silence. and pols asa
slatue, was at length too faint to continue any longer
in an upright posture, and was led out of the room.

Here was misery!  Iere was remorse!

1 continued wath wny patient more than an Lour,
and was gratified at finding that there was every ap-
pearance of the attack proving o nild and manageable
one. I jprecenbed smtatile remedies, and left, enjom-
ing young Dudlergn not o quit s father for a moment,
but to watch every breath he drew. {lo hardly aeem.
¢d to hear me, and gazed v wy face vacantly while £
addressed him, 1 shoak him gently, and 1epoaied iny
injunctions; but all he could reply was—*¢ Qhi—doctor
~-ug have killed bim!’—Z'o be continued.



