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in fhis country, but tlioy have numberad
ainoxxgsb thein mon of intellect and poer.
And their faith, is supposod to bc fihe resuit
of close rcaseniîig.

The ixane fhoy bear revoals fo us senie-
thing of flicir doctrine. Thley ilxainfain
tîxat Goa axiaL s in Oîxc Person oufly. Tlxey
insisf upon flic Unity of flic Godhocad as
opposed fo fixe Trinify. The one God,
lxoNvcver, is net witli fixin baîxislied fo a
roixote corner of Ris Creafion. IHe is flic
gr eat Ail-Fat lier w'lxo loves anxd comxpassion-
ates Ris cixildiaix. Hea is able and villincg
te lielp fiexu.

ljnifarianisrn is an atfcmpt fo escapo
frein flic nystcry of flic doctrine eofflic
lIoly Trinity. But if is nef the first at-
fenxpf. Se eariy as A.D. 200 Praxeas was
porpiexedl by fixe saine doctrine. lie fried
te get out of fthc dîfiiculfy thiat if presents,
by nxerýing fixe Three Persons cf fixe God-
hicad inte One ]?erson. T1'ie Father, flic
Soli, and flic iIoy Spirit werc but différent
naixes for fixe saie IDivinxe Person, wlio
acteid in different wvays-sonietinles as
F3aflier, sonetiuxcs as Son, soixefiixs as
Spirit. Se thiat iL Nvas even tauglit by flic
followers cf ]?raxcas f iaf flic Faflier became
M\anx, Nvas boni, and sufi'ered. Axxd on
accoxînt cf this fhcy werc calkId by fîxeir
oppoîxexts Patripassiaxis. Praxeas wvas fol-
IoNved about fixe xxiddie cf fVic tîird century
by Sabeilius, whose feaciig Nvas of a
sini!ar kiud.

But flic real ancesf ors cf flic Uxîifaians
iverc flic Arians, wv1îe fried te solve flic
difiiculfy in aixother way. Ariaiiisin nmade
God flic Faixor supreme af flic expenise of
flic two ofîxor ]?ersons cf flic ly Trinify.
'Iixero w-as a pcniod, flicy saicl, ivhon fixe
Soli cf God lîad ne existence. lie w-as
creafed by flic Father bafore ail worlds
iudceed, but stili creaf cd. lie %vas spccialiy
eiigfitexed )y fixe Fiaflir, and iii a lesser
soîxse iniglif bic called Gcd, fer by His agency
God mxade flic world. Li thc fourh con-
fuxry Clinîstendoni was torn asunder liy flic
dispute betwecn flic foliowers cf Arius and
fixe champions cf flic truc Godliead cf our
Lord. A greaf coundcil o!flie -w-bic Churcli
w-as heid at Nicea in flic year 325.

Athanasîns and the ortliodox bishops on
the one side, Anius anad his follovers on
ftic oflier. Thoera is a Latin proverb which
says, ' Trutx is great, and will fixxally pro-
vail.' And so it came to pass thaf Arianisin,
casting as if did dishonour upon our Lord,
was by the 'whole Christian 'worid con-
demxxed, and fixe frufl i as vindicated.

The fruits of this couneil are gathercd
up for ail fume in the Nicolne and Atha-
nasian Oreeds, -wlich assert that Jesus
Christ limself is very God of vcry God,
Begotten, not nmade; tixat Hie is equal to
flic Faflier as fouching Ris Godhecad; and
thaf flic Godhead of flic Fathor, of tue
Soni, and of the Holy Ghost is ail one; flic
glory equal, flie xajesty coetornal.

The decision of flic Nicolne Concil wvas
nof given Nwithout mucli prayer and inucli
searching of the Uoly Scripfures. And wc
mnust beliove fliat if was dictafed by the
Holy Spirit MWho was oxprcssly sent to guide
flic Churcli ixxfo ail trufli. Therc wouid be
mucli weiglixg of our Lord's own words,
sucli as: « 1 and fixe Faflior arc (essenfialiy)
One.' 'Hie thaf bafth sean M~e bath seen
flic Fathcr. Or again ef the stafement of
the beioved Apostie that ' In flic beginning
Nwas fixe Word, and thc Word was wi h.
God, and fixe W'ord was God.' Then, too,
fthc Baptismal formula ivouid bo carefuliy
considered in Nyhidh Christ bade Ris dis-
ciples5 baptise al flic nations into flic one
Naine of fle ic Fafer, flic Son, and ftic loly
Ghiost.

Yet flie Nicene Fathars recollccted that
fthe distinction betweon thc Thiree Persons
is as cice.v1y reveaiod as flicir assoxîfial
Unify. Thus our Lord says fo Ris disciples
on flie evenixxg befre flic crucifixion: 1 1
will pray flic Faf ler and Hie shail giva you
another Comntont or that Hie may lie with you
for ever, even flic Spirit of Trufli.' liera,
wc observe, flic Soli prays; flic Faf ler
hecars and gives; flic loly Gliost cornes.

If miglit have been supposed thaf flie
puttin- forth of these Creads, drawn as
they anc caxefuily frein Script ure, and
bearing upon theni ftxe sanction and ap-
proval o!f tho iole Christian world, 'Wouldl
have sefflcd fliase questions once fqrQai.


