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N tho past week, although comparatively quiet in

tho way of eales, yet o decided improvement was
observed compared with tho previous few weeks,
orders coming in more freely and jor a more genernd
claws of goods,  We may now look forward to ine
creased activity, and, after the middle of the month, a
general and activo trade. From whatwecanleam,the
stuchs in tho hands of country merchantsare larger
at this scason than was expected, and larger than is
deurable. This i3 owing to the winter trade vot comng
up toexpectations, still most of the westernmerchants
are in & much bettcr position now than they were a
year ago, their stocks being lighter and tho debts
owing to them also much reduced.  Wo may reason-
ably look for a sound Leathly trado this scason. The
imports, a8 was shown two weeks ago, havo been thus
far greatly in cxcess compared with last year: stll we
think tho stocks are not much if any greater in tha
hands of importers, than at the eame date last years
with this decided advantage, however, that nearly all
are new goods this scason. The past week has been a
bnsy one in opening and arranging. A great many
goods aroc now ready for buyers, still we “annot report
tho stocks complote, some departments being very defl-
cient This remark refers cspecutly to fancy goods.
We notico that in cottons thero is a fair stock in
almost cvery department; and from careful inspection,
wo aro satisfied that the quality of cotton used in the
manufactures is very much improved compared with
twelvo monthis ago: then nearly all goods were much
stilfened, or dressed. This year all classes of goods are
soft, and evidently more long staplo or American
cotton is uszed, as the goods are cleaner and smoother
in their appearance and doubtless much stronger. In
plain staplos, such as Greys, Whites, Stripes, Tickings,
Denims,—of theao thero is already a good assortment
opencd. In Prints wo think moro than usual eare and
good taste has been displayed, and tho styles are deci-
dedly in advanco of the past few ecasons. Linens are
pereeptibly dearer. this is observed most in Baggings,
Logging Cloths, Rough Ilollands, and lhreads, the
value in these articles being mostly in matenal; stillas
Linens of al! kinds hase advanced consuderably, einco
most Canadian buyors placed their orders, these goods
could not be replaced within ten or fifteen per cent of
the prices paid for them, and our impression s that
they will continue to advance.

Woollens of all descriptionsareinlarge supply. Thero
is nothing specially attractive in this department, the
stock being largely of plain goods, fancy goods being
mostly of quict and medium styles. Thero is alargo
stack of medium and common gouvds, but doubtless ali
will be required for the scason’s trade.

In dress goods, there is thus far a deficiency in nico
vew stylish goods, but from patterns which ne havo
<pon, sent out in advance of the goods, wo fully expect
this department wi'l be well represcented Ly tho 2uth of
tho month, thoese, with many other new fancy goods,
boing later than usual, owing to tho difficulty Canadian
buyers found in getting really fresh stylesos new goods.

From present appearances weshould say that Shawls
will he more worn thanthey have been during the past
few scasons, as ‘e observe a decided increase m
quantity imported, the styles aro attractine, and but
few mantles are yot to bo seen.

We suppose tho two next steamers witt bring what
will be required to complete the stocks in every
department, as although the assortment of staples is
now very complete, many classes of fancy goods, as also
Hosicry, Gloves, and Haberdashery are very deficient.

Boots and Shoes.

The trade iu Boots and Hhoes has been quiet for tho
last two months, and orders have been mainly for
assorting up stocks. .\ more active demand may be
looked for during the present month, and manufac~
turers are well supplied to mect it. Prices continuo
unchanged.

~The Emperor of Mexico has ordered n most magni-

ficent garden to be constructed near his palace, the

f;s:‘t.% which will be £23,000. Tius does not look like
ving. N

THE HARDWARE TRADE.
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y E have littlo improvement to note in the general

business of tho past week, but a bettor de mand
is springing up, and in somolines there havo beon cons
stderable transactions, tho tendency being towards an
advanco in prices. Latest English advices quoto Staf-
fordshire Iron unchanged as to tirst class brands, but a
tittlo casicr as to second class.  The stringency of the
money market, with the probability of increased tight-
ness, acted unfavourably on business generally, and tae
past month had Leen characterized by great dulnese
in the Iron Irade,

Brock Tix is entirely unchanged, with very little
doing.

Correr.~The stock is still very limited, but a slight
decline has taken place in both Pig and Sheet, and wo
mask down prices accordingly,

Cut Na1Ls are in good demand, with a very small
stock. I’rices arounchanged.

Honse Nairs.—Best brands are very scarce, but in
lower grades; there is more doing at rates a littlo below
our quaotations.

Inox.—~D’lg i3 very scarce, and would command full
prices. Nono was exported from Laverpool to Mon-
trea), during the month of January; of Bar and Rod,
only 6S tons, and of Pig, only &4 tong, during same time,

Leap.~Very littlo doing, and no chango in prices.

T1N PLATE3.~The stock I3 very mnch reduced, and
wo quoto an advance of 25 cts on charcoal. In
England, there has been a Jull fn the demand for ex-
port to Amenica, but prices are tirm, makers professing
to be well supplied with orders,

THE LEATHER TRADE.

Brown & Childs, Seymour, C. E.
Dougall J. & Co. Scymiour, M. 1,
Hua & Richardson, Shaw F, & Bros.

\, E have to note somo improsement in the Lusiness

of tho past week. Thero has been a more active
demang, and we hear of sales to a considerable extent
in curried stock.

Spaxisa SuLk.~The demand has been cluefly for
the lower grades, and transactions have been made to
amoderate extent. Holders are firmer, and receipts
not having buen Jarge, do nut expect any further
decline.

SLAUGRTER SuLE.—Cuntinues firm, with a hmted
supply.

Roton.—None in market, and quotations nominal,

ITAnnEss.—Little demand at present, and no altera-
tin to uoto in pricss. There is no overstock in
market, prime being rather scarce than vtherwise,

WAxeD Urren, —uotations unchanged. We hear
ot a sale of onc thousand sides for manufacturing at
prices which have not transpired. This has dimintehed
stock in market, which is being supphed but slowly.

uUnrAINED UPPER.— Very quiet,

BrUFr AND PEBBLED—Are in good demaund, the
supply of the former being unequal to the enqguiry, and
sales made fur futuro delivery. Tho market 13 better
supplied with Pebbled.

PATENT AND ENAuELLED.~We note an activo de-
mand for Enamelled, which continues very scarce, and |
prices firm.  Pater * is also scarce and in fair demand.

CaLF SKINS.—Quotations nominal, business done
being very light, and the stock yuite small,

Srrirs—Continue scarce, and full prices are easily
obtained for choice medium stock.

SnEEP SKINS.~Tlhe market is very poorly supph.d
with Coloured Linings and Russetés, for whichthore is
a moderato ¢nquiry.

Hipes—Arc unchanged and in go.wcwhat better
supply.

Grand Trank Railway,

The Canadian Neies(London), reforring to tho large
advance which h:as taken place in the price of the
consolidated or original stock of this Company, says,
«« that apart altogether from the Stock Exchange ope-
rations of tho momont, this great entorprise has a pres-
ont substantial basis upon which may be erccted a
most hopeful futuro; and that, therefore, tho present
price of the stock, largo as it undoubtedly is, com-
pared with tie price of o few months back, is rather

under than over its real value.”’

THE GROCERY TRADE.

Chapman it., & Co.
Childs, Qeorge, & Co,
Converse, Colson & Lamb.
Davle, Clark, & Clayton,
Fltzpatrick & Moore.
Foumter, Jules

Gear H J

Nivin, Willlam, & Co,
Noad, Jamce &, & On,
Reuter, Lionals &
Pimmer, Gunn & Co,
‘hertson & Boattle,
hobertaou, David,
Routh, Harilland & Co,

Glleaplo, Moffatt & Co, Saunderson & Co,
Hutchina 8., & Co, Sclinecider, Tond & Co,
effery, Bm_lhor- & Co, Sinelate iuk & Co.
Kingan & Rinloch, TifMn, Jow,, & Sone,
Law, Young & Co, Thompson, Murray & Co,
Loeeming & Buchanan Torrance, Darid, & Co,
Maltland, E., Tylec & Co, Umubart, Alex., & Co.
Mathewson, AU Winn & Holland,
Aitchell, Klnnear & Co. Withers, Jor & Co,

\VYE have still to report very general quietness 1n all
staplo groceries, transactions being chielly of a
retail character, giving no basis for quotations, which
may, therefore, be looked upon as malnly nominal.
Weo would make an exception in regard to teas, thore
having been bLetter enquiry for all kinds, especially
Japans and Greens  Prices, however, aro comowhat
firmer, and this has had a tendency to check business,
For Wines, Liquors, &c , there is littlo or no demand,
and prices are unchanged, except for Jamaica and
Cuba Rums, which we quote nt 10 to 16 conts higher,
Scoteh Whiskey is rather firmer, but swith very little
doing There is rather more enquiry for Tobaccos, and
we note an advance in medinm packagesof Honoydow.
N OXNEY is in fair supply, :he Banks discounting
withh a good degree of liberality There is not
much enquiry for sterling excliange, the demand for
money being principally to pay duties. Wo quote
Banker’s endorsed sixty day bills 108]; drawn to
order 109. Private bills range from 107§ to 1064, In
Now York yesterday, Ranker's 60 day bills were quoted
1083,

Gorp.—Latest quotation 136, a decline of nearly one
per cent from previous rates.

BANR ExcmaANer oN NEw Yonx.~—In moderate
demand at 26 to 27 per cent diccount Greenbacks,
very abundant, owing to the number of Amecrican
liorse  buyers in the country, at 27 to 27} per cent
discount.

SILVER.~In fair supply, with & more active de.
mand, Buyers 3] discount.  Sellers 3} discount.

THE MONEY NARKET.

Latest English Quotations,

The 4sia from Liverpool, 17th, and Qucenstown,
8th uit, arrived at Halifax yesterday morning.
Breadstufls clnsed quict and steady. Provisions
steady exeept Bacon and Lard, which were casier.
Consols 874 to §7§. United States 5.20s 68 to 683.
Bullion in Rank had increasod £239,000. Habeas
corpus was suspended in Ireland, and a large number
of additional arrests had Leen made.

Royal Canadian Bank,

The cashier of this siew Bauk, TnoMAS WoupsSIDE
Esq, has given nutico through the Press, that after the
16th Yarch next, the stock-books will be closed. Tins
i3 done in consequence of a resolution having been
passed by the directors, who consider that a sufficient
amount of stock for tho present purposes of the Bank
has already been subscribed. This is a very satisfac-
tory state of affair Money having becomo more
plenty throughout Canada, wo notice that thero aro
two or thrco proposals to cstablish local Banks in
differont scctions of .he country. Tho success of tho
Royal Canadian thas far, affords encouragement to tha
promoters of theso now institutions to procecd. It
would be a very desirable thing if our wealtly farmers
could bo induced to invest their surplus capital in this
way It would pay ther: a fair rate of interest, and
greatly bonefit the Provinco by adding to its circulat.
ing medjum,

Nova Scotis Gold Mines,

From ofiicial returns we find that the yicld of the
Nova Scotia gold mines for thio last quarter of 1865,
was 6,044 0z., Leing an increase of 586 oz, over the
correspotr.eling quartor of 1864.  Tho amount of quartz
raised from which this gold was obtained was 6,700
tons, the averago yield per ton being about 11-90z.In
QOctober there wero 71 mines worked, giving employ~
mont to 631 men; in November 78 mines, with 672
men; and in December 67 mines, employing 666 men *

~The Ohio Houso of Ass>mbly has passed s Bill
fixing cight hours for a day’s labour, by o vole of
seventy to fourteen, This, we believo, is the first le-
gislative success met with in tho history of the rccent
eight-hour movement in the States,



