Trinity, condeceends to talk with Abrabam snd to disclose hie plans in the government
of the world, Seo Joho 31 56, Absaham siiting at his fent door ae what by supposes
o be theeo men approaching.  He rlses aepording to the Eastorn ideas of hospitality
und awks to be allowed to entertain them, After thoy ‘hid beep hospitabiyd entertained
they riseto go away end Abraham goes with them to bring them on their way, Two |
_ of them go on towerds Sodom and-one the Angel«of'thercovgyant remains to talk with  §
- * Abtaham and-to xovealto him the fate-in-store-for the citles-of the Plain, Abraham s
< -thug-highly favored on.account of his position es the head of the chosen family-to
. whom he wag to teach-Goda;righteous ways. . .
~ - .

$LesgoN Pran. I The-Blessine of Abfsham:. vs.17-18. II. The Faithfulness of
-Abraham. . vs. 19. 1L yThe~Comjpas\s~ion of God. vs..20,:21. :

..« Tas Bugssine or Asranas. 17. -Shall | hide from Abraham—Ps 25: 14;
< John 151 16 ; Prov. 3. 32« Allthe principles.of. the divine rovidence in-its lations .
~~to-the sins.of men-appear here, his forbearan. e and patience, his constant nbtice, the
L rdeciding‘test,‘ahd the strictness.and righteousness of the judgment ; and ‘benge Abra-
{ham is told here, that these.came principles might operate on the minds of the
people.of God inaliages” (Gusman) The Lord thename of Jéhovah-is.ofton nsed-as

the samé with-the Angel.of Jehovah Angel of the Lord, see Gen 1607, 11, 13; 18: 14,

« - 17; Exodus 3: 2, 4, 6, Judges.6. 11, 14, &c. The Angel of the Lord-is then the .incarnate
Son, The God-man-Mediator, who even Lufore he became incarnate: was the light-of the
world. The methods of Divine Providence inits action towards. the sins of men are

here brought ofitt God's:long-suffering. his f.rbearance, his-patience, his watchtulness,

- hisstrictness in deciding, and his riufgeouaness in the execution of bis judgments
-appear. Notice the.honor-placed.upun Abraham in the Lords saying «Shall 1 hide
from Abrahaw that thing waich I-dw” The earthly father:does not take every son into

his confidence.in connection with his temporal concerns and so God selects Abiahtm

. Trom-among his children as-the one worthy to-be honoréd:ip this-way. 18, The threé

. .Angels-had appeared-to.Abiabam:in-the first place to indicate t6 him that his wife
- ... Sarah-should braca sonand-that through: this son, Isaac, the promises.should behand-
" gdion torothers who were:to-follow. “Sicce Abraham and bis descendnnts wére to Ue
" 'thechannel:through which.all-religious blessings were to ‘flow for mankind-snd- since
+ “{He matlon-descended from-Ab ham wasfo-he numerous and, great in influgnce, God

y ~ $teated him as axépresentative pnd-disclosed to him his_purposed towards Sodomn-and:
“ Gomorrah. All'the nations of-the-earth have Peén Blessed in Abraham to somé extent

o . evento-day, ‘There-ig-no.trué civilization unaccompanied by the-religion of Jesusand =
- -thigglyilization,accompanied by the religion.of Jesus, is gradually leavening-the:peoplé B
<" ofall lands. ‘The-destraction of the citics of the Plain, Sodom, Gomorrah, Admahsand
- - Zehoifn, was-intended as.a_protest agaiust wickedness and a8 8 memorial for future
2" generations. The oc:;;p of wickedness of the prople-was full and punishment. had now

. -fo-bg inflicted: God’s. judgments.are certain at -last although he is merciful and does

- not-will the death of the sinner. Gotiﬁ'xs'a_sohs for telling.Abraham were three (I). He
- shall becomé a mighty.nation, As the founder-of it he ought'to undefdtand: why }
. God: execntes judgment as well as why he sheWs:mercy. Justice -ag well as grace has
‘. 1o be, recognized: (2) All the nations of the earth shall be blgssed in him:
So he Is specially concerned with-the fuct that tho persistently wicked shall perish.

- TThere:is salvation provided, but if it is not xeceived the sinner must suffer, (3 Pet. £:8). &

- 3], Tar FarraeoiNess o Asgasau. 19. (8) { know him. R. V.« X have known E
» - v-him?  (Amos:3: 25 Hos, 131 4,6) When God is raid'to * kinow " a person it means

. that he has. sipgled him-out-as the object.of his loye-and favor. ‘Fhe reason why God

- had thus.chosen Abraham is in erderthat he might train up a .godly race.of descend-

.=+ gats. « Thedestruction of the cities would serve as'an enduring monument in which

. Israel should have constantly befory its eyes the destruction-of theungodly. Ged wish- i

. ed Abraham to understand clearly and to teach his descendants, that the dreadful cutas- -

~trophe was.not a violent outburst of, hatural forces only, but:a_gunishment.sont- fron: ¥k

upon a sinful community. -Alsa he taught him- further that there was a pointbe- &

yond which divine forbearance wounld not gd. That the LORD may bring upon §

.. -Abraham—His performance of-thesq duties wasihe co dition on which wouldfulfil

.-, his.promises. God helps him to-be faithfal. Family teligion.is made use of by Godt: '
_ " conserve and.spread ‘his-dealings with men- in Christ, Abraham is 40 be & faithfol

father and-householder-and traid-his family and household in the ways of the Lord B

. Thig:i4'a household-tovenant made:not.only with Abraham ‘but with his children afte

_ him:  Our Saviour says— Suffer the-little children-to come unto me and forbid them

" ‘not, for of such-is the Kingdom-of Heaven. #And he took-them in- hig-atms-and blessed

7 .them.” Itds-ourduty to traii our.children in the nurture and sdmonition.of the Lox!

-
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