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“Qne is your masler, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.”?

The Topic for fhe Eﬁnnﬂg;

Tn fortifying the main positions of the Lribune
much pleasure is experienced, in now presenting THIS
valuable paper ; so as to sccure its being read by
fhousands, who otherwise might long have been de-
prived of the benefits, of having its heavenly influ-
ences brought into contact with their Christian sym-
pathies.

MOTIVES AND ARGUMENTS TO UNION.
’ DY THE REV. JOHN HARRIS.

Iv proceeding to the enfurcement of some of the
1nost cogent reasons for Christian union. it might be
proper to auticipate two inquiries, w hich might other-
* yise impair the desired impression. * Is the present
a suitable season for bringing the question of union
hefore the Church?  And, e we any rational hope
of promoting such union ?”’

1. In brief reply to the first inquiry, we remark, that
ag the obligation to Christian union is perpetual, the
obligation of enforcing it is perpetual also ; so that
from the first moment of division in the Church to the
final sounding of the trump of God, the inculeation
of the duty can never be absolutely out of place--
_ that if the present be a season of peculiar distraction
fn the Churehb, so much the more reason fur Jabouring
to restore it to its right mind—that as the darkest
hour is commonly that which precedes the dawn, so it
is historically true, that the gloomiest season of the
Church has been generally that selected by God for
saying to it, “ Arise, and shine, for thy light has
. come'’—that we really know of no time having claps-
ed in the past, more suitable than the present, for the
inculeation of union ; since the subject, whenever rais-
ed, could scarcely bave failed to awahendiscussion on
the party questions now in uebate—that as to waiting
for some more suitable period in the futurc,—as we
have no right to expect that such time will ever ar-
rive unless we employ the appropriate mesns, we are
solemnly bound to do all we can to hasten it on—
and, finally, that it is our sober and chicering convie-
tion that, inflamed as is the state of party fecling in
the Charch at present, there is (and partly on that
very account) os deep o conviction of the necessity of
union, and a8 enrnest and powerful a desire after it,
in many o Christian bosom, a8 at any preceding pe-
riod § that the number of such is increasing ; and that
8 seriptural appeal on the subject is much more likely

to affect the heart of the Christian now. with the torn
and mangled state of the Church before his eyes,
than as if we were*deluding cach other with the cry of
“ peace, peace, when thereis no peace.”

2. Admitting, bowever, that the present is as suit-
able as any other season, and in some respects cven
more fo, for the introduction of our subjeet, * have
we,” it might be asked, “ any rational hope of promot-
ing the umon of the Church ?° To which we reply,
that when we reeall to mind the long-established reign
of those prejudices by which Christians are divided—
the almost uniform and totai failure of the numerous,
various, and strenuous endeavours which have been
made to heal them—the still prevailing dis. 1clination
to second such attempts—and the formidable obstacles
which must be removed before a general union of
Christians can he effected—we freely confess that were
we to be sanguine of any thing likespeedy and gen-
eral success one moment, our fears, whether justifinble
or not, would arise and rebuke us the next. On the
other hand, we are not without grounds for expecting
that 2 considerable approrimation to Christian union
isat hand. Such an approxima’ion would be only in
harmony with the spirit of the age, and with those
various movements in socic* v, which scem destined to
Le the means of temporally enlighteniug and improv-
ing the human race ; and though the Church may only
be indirectly affected by such inflacnce, still influenc-
ed it nccessarily must be by the tendencies of that
society in which it exists The sword of persecution,
too, slceps in its scabbard ; and the spirit of intoler-
ance rarcely ventures forth in the light of day. Our
hopes, however, rest, under God, chiefly on influences
of a purely religicus nature. The growing diffusion
of scriptural knowledge in the present day, cannot
fail gradually to bring into question the existenco of
whatever is antiscriptual and antisocial in the Charch.
Those great benevolent and missionary enterprises, in
which the best of every denomination are embarked
in obedience to the will of their common Lord, make
tbem feel increasingly the need of practical unionand
general co-operagion ; in order, both to make the most
of there resources at home, and {o aveid the fatal
result of visible disunion and eventual collision be.
fore the cyes of the heathen abroad. Aund, mose and
mightier than all, the prayer presented by the grea$
intercessor ; and repeated by his followers in every
subscquent age, “that they all might be one.” As
certainly as that prayer was offered, 1t will be answer
ed 5 so that at this moment its accomplishment is near-

cr than at ary preceding moment, and the next moy



