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BSTEMÂTES.

J-lave oniy twventy.fivc minutes titi mail
closes, an(l estirnates have just comc in.-
Piîîeiîig bouse iii good repair, covoring the
principal ridgo witih galvanized hron, and
repiairiiîg cliurch and coverineg thte onoe side
with ,Rlviiiizecl ironi, $600,-that is, Span-
isît dollar,,, $625. 1 return this cvcning to
Port of Spmain, and wvc will consailt ns to
wvhat is to ho donc, anti do the bcst %vo cati.
I fcel vcry great diflidcîîce about spendiugy
se ritucl. 1 na afraid your Board ivill
thilik it extravagance. But if nccessary I
suppose it is riglet to have it donc.

I amn, iii great haste,
Yours vcry sincerely.

Joi.-; MORTON.
RE'v. P. G. MoGREGOR, SC. B. F. M.

Death of Dr. McCurdy of Chathami.

Thîis evont, alrendy kinowvn te nearly al
our readers, occurred on the flrst day of thc
present ycnr. The Synod of the Lowor
Provinces was furmcd on October, 1860> by
the union of thc Frc and Preshyterian
Cliarciies of Nova Scotia, and titis is the
first Dame te 1)0 rcmovcd by deat fromn thc
roll of tîto united body.

We do aoC forgot that wc badl thon on
our list the Dames of Rev. G. N. Gordon,
Rtev. J. W. Matheson, and Rev. S. F.
Jolinson, under thc becading "Foreign Mis-
sionaries," and that these thrce received the
Kiaster's cati, wvîthin a short space of time,
and that Uic wvhole Church dccply feit tiese
successive removais. But wvhiie the loyers
of Zion mourned over desolations abroad,
tlîcy hiad abundant cause for gratitude, that
at home, thc aumber of tic brethrca in the
ministry, while receiving a stendy increase,
front new liceasuros and ordinations, re-
mained untoucbied by the lîaad of death.

But there is ne diseharge in Chat wnr,
and tlîis exemption couid aot, in thc nature
of te case, continue vcry long. The fn-st
summons lias corne to Dr. MclCtirdy; and
we rejoice to Ieara that dcath neither took
him by îburprise nor found him unprcpared.
Hue, and bis famiiy as weii, anticipated bis
departure.

luis disease, Nvhich was brandifle in oni-

gin, terminiated in puimonnry consuînption.
For a timte, liopes of rccovcry were enter.
taincd. The Dr. rallied from the prostrat.
ing effects of bis (lisenSo list spring, and
with, Mrs. lVtCrdy spent tho sutiîner ses.
son in Scotland. The improvcnient vas
tempornry, and bis fricnds saw on bis retuira
tint thore wvere but faint hopes to ho enter.
taincd that hie would again enter lus pulpit.

Toivards the close of tho ycar, it hoecme
evident that bis timo of departuro %vas not
far off. 'Ille had been sinking siowly for
threc weoks," (Mr. Garvio writcs) " and
towards the eveninig of Jannary ist, lio, as
it ivere, slippcd into thc arrns of deatb in
sieep. Ho was quite calin; anxd 1 an bnap.
py to saý the at days of bis life '%vere not
afflicted by bodily pain. R-is last words te
me werc upon the tcxt,"I God so lovcd the
yo rld>," &c. 1 fot assurod lic icaacd upon

th~e armu of the Boioved, and I air persuaded
that ho lias a liappier New Ycar titan any
of us.>"

IVo subjoin a fcev cxtracts from a private
letter from Mr. A. IR. Garvie, wvho lias for
somo time been supplying Dr. MeCitrdy's
puipi t,by appc'intinent of Pictuu I>rcbbytcry,
and at thus rcquest of the congregation.

Il Hs family telegraplied to Rer. 31r.
L.aw of Richibucto, to corne and preadi liis
funerai sermon> but that gentleman ias il],
s0 the duty devolvcd on mc from nccssity.
Dr. Henderson assisted me at the funeraI;
tic sloighs following wcre vcry numerous,
over one hundred, and marks of respect to
thc dcccascd wcrc very visible in tlîis littie
town.'>

"H 1aving only a short timne for prepara-
tien, and conscious of the difficulties of
rightiy discharging thc duty to which 1
scmed to ho ealled, I had niany misgivings
as to tho issue. But I trustcd in Goa, and
on Sabbath morning preacbced to acrowdcd
Church, from the words wvbie1 arc my
Father's cpitaph, "lHe giveth bis helovcd
sicep.>' God was kind te me, and made
thc services impressivo to us ail, speakcr
and hearers."

Thc lat No. of the Presbytcrian W1iess
contains, a sketch of thc life and character
of our deccased brother, wleich ivas ovident-
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