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forc us, nced we be surprised, if ere long the
modern Sodom should sufier the doom of its
ancient prototype?

While the Western Apostacy scems to be
thus giving indications of approaching de-
struction, events are moving forward in the
Tast at such a rate as to indicate that the
great Eastern Apostacy has nearly reached
its limits. During the past year the dis-
turbanees in the Tarkish empive have con-
tinued, showing that the seriptural “drying
up of the River Euphrates™ is going on,
while the Revolution in Greeee, and the
proposal seriously entertained of setting an
English prince upon the vacant throne show,
what a mighty revolution in feeling is go-
ing on in the Oriental mind.  These, with
many other facts elicited of Jate years, in-
dicate that as the vise of the Mahometan
power was synchronous with the culmina-
tion of the Papal despotism, so they shall
be together in their fll.

Tooking for a moment homeward, what
mercies have we in this Provinee had to re-
cord duving the past year. 'We have heen
free from the scourge of war.  Qursons Lave
not been called to the deadly conflict—our
fields kave not been trodden down by in-
vading armies—our libertics, our persons,
our property have all been secure. We
have dwelt under our own vine and under
our own fig-tree, none making us afraid.
Trade has beenveviving.  Wehave reaped
a harvest beiter than for years past, and
in many portioss of the country most a-
bundant, aid now while we hear of suffer-
ing and want abroad, there is plenty in our
land for man and for beast. O that men
would praise the Lord for his gooduess, and
- O that our kearts were inclined to render
unto him according to all his benefits !

In our own church we have had to sing

- of merey and judgment. In our mission
ficld, though the trials of the previous year
~sompletely overshadowed those of the past,
. yot.in the breaking up of the Tana mission,
2ad in the death of Mrs Matheson, our mis-
ston has suffered afilictions of no ordinary
character. Butat home how has God bless-
«odus! Peaccand harmony have prevailed
smong us. If we cannot record great ye-
+vival - movements yet we believe that the

work of the Lord has been steadily advan-
cing.  And what reason for gratitude havo
we in the fact, that among all our minis-
ters, professors, probationers, and students
of theology, amounting altogether to over
120 there has not been 2 single death dux-
ing the year.

And now reader, let ns ask you to re-
flect on the year that is gone. “God re-
qaireth that which is past.”  ‘U'he mercies
received, the trials experienced, the activity
exerted, the sins committed, are all past;
but they are all in the book of God’s re-
membrance, and they will again appear be-
fore thee in that day, whken he shall bring
every seeret thing into judgment.  Bring
thyself now to the bar of conscience for
self examination as in the sight of God.
What return have you made for your mer-
cies? What is the vesult upon your spirit
of your trials 2 Yow have you improved
your opportunities for getting and doing
good 7 Areyou still an enemy of God, and
have you never yet hegun the service of
your Creator?  And have you during ano-
ther year Leen adding to your former sing
the awful erime of despising a crucified Sa-
viour? Ilow much guilt must you have
accumulated during the past year? Will
you continue this course?  Will you go on
thus treasuring up unto yourself wrath a-
gainst the day of wrath?  Youare entering
upon another year. Yerhaps the declara-
tion may now be going forthas it was once
revealed to a wicked man, ““Uhis year thou
shalt die.”  You know what the word of
God teaches must be your doom for ever,
should this sentence be exceuted upon you
in your present condition. O then, by the
value of your soul, by the joys of heaven
and the woes of hell, by the solemnities of
cternity, by the wrath of God, and the love
of Jesus, we entreat you to rest not a mo-
ment as you are, bat flee for refuge to lay
hold of the hope set before you in the gos—
pel.

Christian reader,how have youn discharged
the obligations and fulfilled the responsibi-
litics of the past year? You too have te
mourn over mcrcies unappreciated-—over
many shortcomings, and many lamentable
failures. Seck paxdon for the past and



