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Svnsrcr.— Joseph’s Exaltation,—Gen.
41; 37-49.

Gorpey Text.~—DPs. 94: 11. Par
Passages, s, 91: 14; Matth, 6: 33; Ist
Tim. 4: 8.

Vv.—37-39.—Show us in a very strik-
ing manner the wisdom of this great King.
If all monarchs had been governed by
such principles in the choice of their
ministers, how much misery would the
human race have escaped. The Scriptures
declare that wisdom in planning, and skill
and energy in exceuting, like every other
mental endowment, come from the spirit of
God. Pharnoh saw that Joseph’s plan was
good in itselt; but he also saw that God

had sent the dreams in mercy to him and |

his kingdom, that the most. appropriate
mark of gratitude that he could offer,
would be to honour and exalt God’s chosen
interpreter; and that thus he would be
most likely to obtain the divine blessing on
the measures adopted to meet the impend-
ing calamity.

In Vv. 40-30.—We bave Joseph’s Ezx-
altation, including & number of particulars.
TFirst, the extent of the authority with which
he was tnvested.  He was placed over all the
1and and people of Egypt. Sccondly, his
official vank. e was to benextto Pha-
raoh and over all other.. “Only on the
throne will I be greater than thou.”
Thivdly, his investilure wit' the insignia of
office;—a—the officiul seal or signet ring, not
probably worn on the finger, as it is said to
have been taken off the hand of Pharaoh
and put on the hand of Joseph. The seal
was possibly attached to a bracelet, and
worn on the wrist, which ancient engrav-
ings show to have been a very prevalent cus-
tom. Among modern nations the seal is
an important instrument. But in an-
cient times seals were of still more conse-
quence, begause documents required no
signature, but were authenticated by the
seal alone. Hence very great care was
taken to hinder seals from being imitated
or forged ; and those who committed such
an offence were severcly punished.—b—
vesturcs of fine linen. Probably & suit of
official robes, made of the fine muslins of
India, sold in Egypt at enormous prices,
and worn by the Priests, who were the no-
bles of that conntry.—c~a chain of gold
about his neck. This was in those carly
times almost uniformly & mark of official
distinction.—d—The second of the i,

state Chariots is assigned to him, and Furalde

arc commanded to cry before him, * Thw
the knee.” In V. 44: Pharaoh pledses
to Joseph his own royal dignity &5 a
guarantes that his power should be ag un-
limited as his own. Fourthly, Ais deial
elevation—he was united, by marringe to
one of the most illustrions families of
Egypt. The city of On, called Avon, in
Ezek. 30: 17 and Bethshemesh in Jer. 435
13, but known in_profane history by tho
namo of Heliopoli§, or “ city of the Sun ”
was at this tme the Egyptian Capital.
The Priest or JPrince, of the capital city,
must have beop” & man of very high rank.
he exaltation of Josepl, who like
Christ, our gospel Joseph wag first hum-
bied and then exalted, that he might save
his brethren and his fathers house—was a/
surpelsing contrast to his previous condi-
tion. For the persccution of his biethrey
he had the favour of the King. For th )
condition of a slave, the rank of .,
Prince. For a prison, a palace. Fer
the toils of servitude Royal power. I¢r
fetters of iron, a chain of gold. It wao
also long delayed. Thirtecn years of ser- B
vitude elapsdd from the time of his expul-
sion from his father’s house and protection,
before God interfered for his deliverance.
Often during that time he mpy have been
ready to faint under the idea that God had }
forgotten him; and yet lie was not left
without tokens of the divine care
and favour. And still* it came unex-
pectedly. Two long years had shown
that the-butler had forgotten him; and
never perhbaps had he less expectation
of it than at that time. But the arrange-
ments of God were completed, and the sel-
fishness of the butler accomplished that
which would never have been bronght ahous
by his gratitude. ol
Vv. 47-49.~S3how ns Joseph making
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provision for the coming  famias. L-wenty
per cent of tho prodauce of the year of .
plenty were collegted anék stored up, being
probably a tax exae m the pe :
In modern times the 73 :
been as much as 70
have bought cornx
to that yielded by
of the crcp during t§
perhaps mever egq
The Egyptian wheat
ten ears or heads on
times as many as eigh
root. A handful of st
therefore, is such a
been knownl be{l‘or'e ﬁdsm
Explain to the children R} .
in thl’.{) history of Joseph} anc"'}’“‘c‘;f"‘gg
improve the lesson by. adverti?l‘ ff’ ‘ufu ¥
Joseph’s_great .aatitype, to “z’a‘ bread
they as sinners must go to red* ¢ a:-i “he
of life, even a3 the Egyp) dm:h
. nse of his father wont $0 | 0E00.




