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DESCRIPTION OF JERUSALEM,
(From the Loundon Mirror of May 2, 1635)

Jerusalem is yet a considerable place, though
sather from its central situation between Ara-
bia, Syria, and Egypt. than its present splen-
dour. Recollectivns of its ancieut maguificance
Invest its ruius with an interest fur superior to
that awakened by the miost superb and per-
fect city of our times. Indecd, this interest
18 uutiring, exhaustless, aund immortal ;
though the general aspect of the city and its
.vicinity be blighted aud barren, the sycamore
and cedar_be_no more, the vineyards be gone,
and the vine cut off, and the fluly Cemple be
.destroyed —
¢+ Thesigns are full. and rever shall the sun
Shine an the ceder roofs of Salem muore 3
Her tale of splendour now is done 3
Her wine-cup of festivity is spilt,
And allis o’er—her graadeur and her guilt.
<Oh. fair and favour'd City —where of old
.. The balmy airs were rich wih mi k. dy,
That led her pomyp beneath the ol wudlesssky
1n vestmerts flaming with the orient gold 3
Her gold is dim and mute her music’s voice,
Flie heathen o’er ber perish’d poinp rejoice--
Jow stately then was cvery palni-diek’d street
Down which the maideus danced with tinkling
T feet !
* How proud the Elders in the 1.fty gate;
Jlow crowded alt her nation’s solemn feasts
With white-rob’d Levites and high-mitred
Priests;
tlow govgeous all her Temple's sacred state,
Her stieets are raz’d, her muidens soldtor slaves
oHer gates thrown down, her Elders in their
... . gravess
Her feasts are holden *mid the Gentiles® scorn,
“By stealth her Iriesthood’s holy garments
27 e Worn”?
*Yettheiris nothing ia antiquity more impres-
sgive than the scene of desolation which Jerusa-
Jem now presents : for its historical jnterest
.is not lost in its antiquity, as in the case of the
<Pyramidsand Palmyra. At Jerusalem; huun-
wdreds of sites are identified with some sacred
pvent yecorded in the Book of Life, in which
siwoc are spitinred their miuutest features,
Abuve all, ¢-herethe soectator yiews the spot
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where, in the early days cf the world, the
dread voice of the Almighty had sounded,
and where he mude His glory visible 5 here
is the scene of much that is venerable in Holy
Writ, the Cradle of our religion, and the
theatre of most of its grand and important
miracles 3 here he may trace almost every
stiiking event in the puthetic history of the
bless :d Redeemer, to the spot where he shed
his bluod fur the sins «f mar, and where hs
took his final, affecting Ivave of his weeping
discip!cs, and ascended once more to heaven.”’
Again, no city in the world has heen so often
the scene of war : seventeen times has it been
sached ; it his been the ficld of the most brile
liant exploits of the Jewish, Roman, and
Saracenic arms, and of the rumantic bravery
of the Crusades.

It would occupy mare space than we can spare

v enumerate the sizgesand attacks, or the cap-
tors. The Christiaus finally retired in 1291,
and the Turks have since retaincd possessiv.r,
+¢ But this ill-fated City, though its purishe
meut has been so protracted and s:vere, ape
pears not yet to have atoned for its uuexams
pled gwit. A few years back, the plipue
made fearful revages amongst the inhabite
ants, since which it has suffered severcly from
the army of the Pacha of Lpypt 5 andin July
last an eartheaske damaaged many of ths
principal buildings.””

‘The form of the present city is an irregu-
tar, oblong square, about three milesin cr-
cumference, It is surrounded with embastied
walls, and has six gates, three of which are
seen in the Panorama ; the others bang
Bethlebem on the west, Zion on the south,
and Herod's on the north, are obstructed by
buildings. 'There are no public squares : the
streets are mostly straight, but steep, narrow,
and unpaved ; and the gonvents, which are
the principal public buildings resemble fortres=
ses. 'The houses are heavy, square {masscs,
two or three stories high, generally of stone ;
below they have only onse small doory, and
above not more thon two or three smajl Iatticed
wiadows, (the principal locking intoa smally



