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Wilde, and instead we are dazzled by a Bwinbnrncan ligit,
intensified to a dangorous degree. The subject matter of the
poexns, is, witb few exceptions, of sinail importance. The
only apparent object lie te please, not by logically unfolIded
argumente, but by adroitly-limned word-pictures. ilAve lin-,
ptra1rix," a poem dealing with the struggles ct England for
Empire, is certainly the be8t, in the collection. Frern it are
the following etaxizas:

"The brazen-tbroatcd clarionl blows
AcroBs the Patban's rcedy fen,

And the higli steops of Indian snows
Shat - te the tread of armed mon.

"And nxany an Afghan chief, who lice
Beneath his cool pornegranite-trees,

Clutches his sword in tierce suriniso
When on the n±ountain-side hie secs

"The 'ficet-foot Marri scout, whc> coines
To tell how hoe bath beard afar

The rncasured roll of English drums
Beat atithe gates of Kandahar.

"lFor southern wind and est wind meot
Wherc, girt and crowncd by sword and fire,

England with bare and bloody feet
Climbs the steop ro3d «f wýdeer.:

Another poem, a sonnet writtcn in ciHoly Wcck» at
Genon, ie presentèd as affording a fair specirnen of Mr. Wilde's
extremoe enthusiasin ini verso:

1I wandered in Scoglietto's green retreat
The oranges on each e'erhanging spary
Burncd as bright laxnps of gold te shamo the day,

Somostartled bird with fluttering wingsauitleet
Made enow of ail the blossoms; at my feet

Like silvor moons the pale narcissi lay;
And the curvcd waveà that strcaked the sapphire bay

Laughed 'i the sun, and life seorned very sweet.
Outside the young boy- prieet pasd singing clear,

"gJeans the Son of Mary bus been siain,
0 come ana fIll bis sopuicher with flowers2'

.Ah, Godi1 Ah, G od 1 thoso dear Hellenic hours
Rad drowncd al] rncrory of thy bitter pain,
The Cross, the Crown, the Soldiere, and the Spear."1

Mr. Wilde lia been saterized by some and lionizea bY
others. I)ispassionate criticisrn ho can scarcely oxpect until
flic novclty of hie appearance, nda the nowness of hie style
shahl have becorne farniliar. Re has, at ail evonts, launched
his argosy on thc son 0of literature, and nimost .unknown te
the world nt largo, ho rnay oven now, Columbua-liko, be sailing
near the shores of sorne hithorto ]iiddcn continent. The
chances of discovery scem romote, but thoso paltry branches,
cnnght frorn the pnssing wave, bear raddy bernies of hope.
The day inay dawn v->"on a, fruitfal land will sinilo to, tne
morning sun, and invite the venturons voyager te take
possession in the naine of Appollo.

LITERARY LINKIETS.

Mr. A. Eronson Alcott wrote ail of hie new book of petry
after hie eigbtieth birthday.

Mr. Whittier is, in capital hoaltb this wintcr; writing a
good dca], going ofton te, Boston, and even going te quiet
parties now and thon.

Mr. Longfellow's seventy-fiftb birthday, Fcb. 2 7, was quite
generally obstxrved in varions parte 0f the conntry; sany
echools ta&xng note of it by special exorcises.

The ilyounger authors Il are growing oid : EdwimiAxncsIdls
second son, Juia, is aId enough te bave written a book on,
Egypt, which will soon appear; and Bret Harte's son isgoing
on the stage, in the company enpporting.7ohn -McCnllàug.

Blryant 8n-tnfelwB itapne&Sf rom'an extrsct froru
Parko Goodwins -newlife of t1Ëe _peý,.very enrîly becanie
litersa-y frimndâa nd miua] 6dmiros.

Mr. 'Ruskin, in accepting tho prcafidency Of the Associate&
SeCiotios3 Of tho University of Edinburgh, says that hie late
ilînesses bas mnade it necosssry for hlm, if not te cease frorn
work, at Ieast te waste none. Ho adds that Edinburgh la
dearer te him than London.

Tiiere are lu the United States tan ciir, witlb a population
of ever 200,000 eacb, and th.i naines of thon' ropresesit eigbt
diflerent laxignages. New York is Euglisb; Philadelphia,
Grock; ]3reoklyn, Dntcb; OhicagoIndian; Boston, English;:-
St. Louis, French; Baltimore, Irish ; Cincinnati, Latin; Sai
Prancisce, Spanisb, and New Orleans, French.

Alexander Dumase, fils, says that Alexander Dumnas, pere,
was net only the firet drarnatic au-thor, but tho first peet of
bis day. "4He most nearly approaches Shakespeare, aud the
distance between Shakespeare and DJumas je probably less
than that between ]Dumas and hie contcmporarios." Te sun'
up rny opinion of this extraordinsry mxan i will say that bie
is as little known as hie le illustrions."

The Persian authon Saadi telle & story of tbnce sages-
a Grcck, an Indian, and a Persian-who, in Uic presence ef
the Persian monarch, dcbated this question-Of all ovils inci-
dent te bumanity, whicb le the grentest? The Greciail de-
clarod, "Old age oppressed with povcrty ;" the Indian an-
ewered, «Pain witb impitieuce;" wbile the Persian, bowiiig
low, made nnswcr, "lThe greatest cvii, O King, t'it I can
c 'aceive le the couch ef death without eue goed deod et iifé-
A) light the danksorne way 1"

Prof. R. A. Procter's announcement ef the possible de-
struction of the world by the retura ef the cornet of 1880 has
net grcatly incressed his reputation. Prof. C. A. Young, et
Princeton, saye that hoe kuows of ne knewn cornet large
enough te produce, by its feul upon the sun, an increaseo f
boat great euough te dcstroy ail living thinge on the Woc of
the earth. He adds: ccIf a cornet drops juto the sun I hope I
sihah live te ee it, and in that case I shail expect te, survive
the oveut."1 In justice te Prof. Procter hirnself, it shuuld, ho
sid that ho teld some excited revivalista in Illinois that,
whibe hoe considered the matter an iutereeting speculation, its
likelihood need net preventany of the ordinary arrangemnts-
of lite.

The Smnaok "Out', of Sohool.
The sun ebono in through wnving boxighs

0f elm trocs by thc door,
Across tho row of foot that toed

The cbanlk-mark on the floor.
])ewn at Uic foot et that long lino

Of spellers, standing there,
Was Allau Donne, witb quiet face

Frarned round with stiff tew-hair.

Tbe fair young teacher called this bey
ccThe dunce of Wheaton echool;"

But Allan's wite, thengh slow, were keen,
And since te Lawycr Poole

This rame fair creature gave a kiss,
1Se slyly, as ebe thought

The boy, with miachievous delight
A curning plan bad wrenght.

Nont morning Allan cbarged hie clast;
To leara their tessons 'well,

For young Squire Poole thataftennoorn.
Would corne te béar thein sped1 .

And this wue ail; they nover k-new
Wbnt elso «wae on hie miina,.

Until Uic tescher- gave eut "isrnack,
To be spelled and dèefaed.

'Twas ÂllnWs tuTu; ho rniscd -bis eyes
To watcb the lawyer's face,

And spolled the short word 8bowly through.
,with cahn aâd été,e'd rao

"Deftûe le, sir,"1 the ndirèi saild,
For, courage te aýcquire,

The boybad paused-itWhy, meàax," said.
UIt's whàt you gave tho osuiie.


