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C{T{,ltc dficltl.

Trees in Tields.

Sonio one haa defined a weed asa plant out of place.
An onion or a eabbage, however valuable in the vegetable
ganden, is a weed in the flower-bed, ¢ A placo for every-
thing, and everythingin its place,” must be the law of
both tho garden and the farm.

We often and very strenuously advocato tree-planting.
Timo and again have we urged that in cleaning wood
1and, and laying out new farms, provision ahould be made
for an abundant supply of trees, for fuel and other uscs,
for ornament, for shade, aud for protection from cold
winds. But tho practico of leaving a tree here and thero
in fields is one wo never approved or commended,  Trees
about tho dwelling, trees environing the farm buildings,
troes lining the higlhways, trees belting the exposed places,
all this is in keeping with good farming, but trees Jeft
standing here and there in ficlds azo hugo weeds,—because
out of their proper place,

No crop, except one of grass, will thrive around and under
trees, and we aro certain that great loss results every hare
vest from the presenco of trees in tilled ficlds. Every far-
mer must often have noticed how apindling and unthrifty
growing grain looks ix close proximity toa tree. There
is, in fact, a well-defined circlo of barrenncss around its
base. And this is the case, no matter how liberally the
field may have been manurel.  This shows that it is not
the shade which docs the mischief, but the myriad root
fibres, which are preying upon ihe fertility of the soil,
and robbing the crop to enrich tho tree.  We have read of
a farmer who mado a careful ealeulation,and found that he
lost in a singlo scason fifteen dollars on a certain crop, in
consequenco of two largo trces that stood in the ficld
where that crop grew, At half that rmate, or oven less,
the loss accruing from trecs on many farms must come toa
considerablo item. To put the thing in a nutshell,—if
trees arc allowed to exist in tilled fields,~they must be
supported ab the expense of the growiv e crop.  Conses
quently, their presenco is a heavy tax on tuo crop. Ina
word, however desirable, appropriate, and beautiful a treo
may be in a park, on a lawn, inthe wood, or by tho road-
sido; in a field it is simply a gigantic weed, *‘only that
and nothing more.”

On farms where a system of under-drains Lias been cs-
tablished, much damage is likely to result from the roots
of adjacent trees, These will travel a considerablo dis-
tance in search of water, and getting into the tile-joints,
and even into the tiles themsclves, will expand, 0 as to
derangs and even choke up the drain.  The elm and locust
are particalatly troublesome this “way, from Wgs peculiar
formation and habit of their roots, Theelm is a noble
and beautiful object in a landscape. There is a peculiar
gracefulness about it when growing, as it gencrally docs,
in Jow places, where molsture is abundant. Wo aro dis-
posed to say, ¢ Woodman spare that tree,”—at any rate,
when found on low ground and-along creeks and river-
banks.

It will doubtless be urged that it is-well to have trees
here and thers in fields, bocause when laid down to gras
and nsed for pasture, the shelter and shade are grateful to
tho stock. There is, it must be admitted, some force in
thisobjection. Butlet usconsider how much—rather how
little. Granting that it isa barbarous thing to expose horses
and cattle tothe rays of our suinmer sun, without a screen,
is a leafy one all that canbe had? Cannot a cheap shed
be constructed in some secluded corner. Tho cost of doing
this is trivial compared with the cost of supporting a lot of
tress. Properly spesking, there should not only be a shed
of the kind just referred to, but it should be apaci

with somo ecen sncculent food for their mid-day meal.
It is well known that stock will undergo very long (asts in
very sultry weather before they will go out into the broii-
ing sunshino in acarch of food. If the whole tmth must
bo spoken, the fact is, our whole system of pasturing is a
inistake. Only inthe woods left on a farm, should stock be
pastured as 5 general rule. Theso should bo underbrushed,
all rubbish and deeaying logs cleared ont, and tho lush
sceded down with suitable varicties of grass, Hero tho
young creatures may roam and find suitablo forage. But
working animals, milch cows, and fatting atock should be
summered on the soiling plan; while sheep would be
hunlled on green forage crops. Tt may be said, this im-
plics too great o revolution in our mode of farming to be
reasonably hoped for.  Our answer is, that however great
tho resolution may be, come it must, and come it will
"The sooner the better,

The winter season now upon us is the time to cut down
and chop up tho trees left standing in the ficlds. In some
cascs there are enough on the farm to yield a considerable
supply of fucl, and as this is getting scarco and
dear, somcthing may be made out of tho job. More
will be made out of next year's crop, and out of the
crops of ensuing years. It all the small wastes and
leaks be stopped, and a by no means despicable addition
will bo made to the profits of the farm. *‘ & penny saved
is » penny gaincd,” and aure we are, that a great many
pennies may bo saved in the manner this article indicates.

Diversified Agriculture,

It is often debated among farmers whether it is better
practico to devote their attention to apecialtics or to carry
on a system of mixed hushandry. That thero are circum-
stances under which special products may be grown to
advantage, it were idle to deny. But the tendency to rush
into the cultivation of a particular crop because of a tran-
sient demand, has often been proved unwise, as also has
the old plan of exclusive grain.growing. The Weslern
Farmer considera a diversitied agriculturo “the great want
of Minnesota farming,” and gives the following sound
arguments for the method it advocates :

1. Beeause under the present system the market is over-
stacked with some products, and the pricn i3 correspond-
ingly low, while right here vt our own doors, other farm
products bring as much as in Now York city, a great centre
of consumption and export. Diversity of cropping tendsto
oqualize prices.

2. Because diversity of cropping means rotation, and
under a system of rotation, larger crops can bo produced
each year, and the fertility of the soil will Iast much longer
than when tho same crop is sown year after year,

3. Because it is safer. Mo who stakes all upon a single
crop merely buys a ticket n :oioul_lottcr{. 1 everything
proves favorable, he gets a thing and & large sum o
money all at once. But if the crop proves a poor one, heis
in a correspondingly dad condition.

4. It distributes the labor, and the cash receipts also,
more equally through the year. Under a judicious si'stcm,
the farmer will first sow his wheat, then follow with oats,
barley, Fotntoes, roots, corn, beans, etc. He may get
returns for wheat, barley and oats in Auﬂut; for potatocs
and beans, in September and October.  His hay, corn and
root crops will make the wool {o sell in June, the pork to scll
in November, the poultry to sell at the holidays, beef and
mutton to sell in March or AEril, and butter ‘and eggs to
sell almost the year round. Thuslittle bills can be paid as
they become due, and the long'credit system discontinued.

8. Another advantage will arise from fewer purchasecs at
the grocery and greater variety in the home fare,
et e

Yixup or Porarors.—The English Agricultural papers
are_just now discussing how many fold a potato can be
e to produce. One writer thinks it perfectly marvel-
ous that two Kour‘\ds should produce sixty-one. “This, we
think, is nothing to American growers. Last year the
,writer cut up three potatoes of a new variet; ﬁiwen to him,
iand they produced very nearly a bushel. We have little
doubt but thatif one sct about to try, sevéral huidred

enough, and so built, that the animals can be fed in it

¥ of could Ve obtained from two pounds
taken in hand early in Spring.

Destruction of Weeds,

The destruction of weeds bas become comparatively easy
by the use of modern improvements in machinery—one
man with a horse and cultivator will kill more weeds than
a dozen men with the mattock or hoo of forty years ago, or
six men with the implements of twenty-five years ago.
After the clumps and s*ones ar~ removed, Almost the whole
work of thorongh cultivation may be dono by horse power,
with machinery, These means, in the hands of a skilful
workman, will drive back or render harmless the most
trov™lesome weeds,

Legislation has done a good work towards preventing
tho spread of noxious weeds by putting in the shape of laws
what always wasa duty of owners of cattlo to restrain
them, I mean to prevent stock from running at large in
the highway. The grass will be eaten off if stock is” per-
mitted to nin at large, leaving the weeds to ripen their
sceds and spread over adjoining ficlds. I think I never saw
a man looking for the weeds to cut in the highway where
his stock had eaten the grass. Tho strects should be mowed
carly, or before the seeds maturce, and all mowing should
be done early, both to secure the most valuable and profit.
able crop of hay aud go far to prevent the apread of noxi-
ous weeds,

Ry a constant care in_preventing weeds from seeding
much labor may be saved in eradicating ttem—in fact, the
tirst place to mect the case in, prevent seeding; in the next
place, meet the weed plant as soon as it comes from the
seed, or place the seed where when it springs up it can not
live. In hoed crops it is }mrdl{ consistent with good farm.
ing to allow weeds to seed. The practice of hoeing once or
twice will not always destroy all summer weeds. Notonce
or twice should they be put down, but as often as they ap-
pear, cven fo the first of August in potatoes and com.

The sceding of weeds in the cultivation of amall grain
can hardly be avoided as they apring up and come to ma-
turity nearly with the grain. hey, likn “lie tares of old,
must be gathered with the wheat. 4 then dis of,

One fruitful reason of th:e spres<t ot weeds and their seem-
ing to spring u(p even in the face of careful husbandry is
the practice of ploughing in gren manure.  This should
never be done by the farmer if weol seed is even expected
to exist. The sceds of most weeds troublesome on the
farmn will last for years, and it may be {ov ages,not germin.
ating except when brought near the suriace,  If they are
ploughad in and mixed with the soil a hunired workings
will hardly suffice to britiy them where they may germin-
ate and be destroyed. | Frequently the ground is first seed-
ed to weeds by ploughing in manure after slipshod culti-
vation, being well adaptad to their finally becoming master
of the situation.

1 believe a theory with two {»mpositions acted upon, and
exceuted thoroughly, will hold weeds which propagate by
seed under such control as to render them harmless.  One
proposiﬁon iz, put all manure on sward land—if weed seed
iappens to be in the manure it will work down in the grass
in moist weather and germinate, to be dried up and des-
troyed the first sunny day, Farmers need have no fear
from scattering vweed sced on a good green sward. The
sward will become stronger and cleaner by manuring.  The
other proposition is, cut all the weeds in the highway, in
the corners of your fences, everywhere. Also, all your
meadows, before any seeds are sufficiently ripe to germin.
ate. Follow up these two suggestions for a few years, and
my word for it the cultivation of the soil will be compara-
tively easy.

The question whether manure is of more value as a top-
dressing—or ploughed in may bclon% to another topic—
but T am confident the ploughing in of manure is the plant-
ing of foul seed, and slack farming is tho cultivation of
them. Some-farmers pile their manure, thinking to kill
the seeds, if any arein it. -No betfer place could be de-
vised to keep them alive. Most of the traublesome weeds
will refain their full vitality for an indefinite length of
time one inch or moro under ground, or in the manure.

Three advantages resulting from removing #anure
onco on to grass land and apreading it are saving of labor,
saving of manure, and, better, the destruction of weed séed.

There are some troublesome weeds that spread from their
roots, as the milk-weed, Canada thistle, quack, &c. "Theas
should be treated to a thorough cultivation. They can be -
effectually destroyed in l})ring by keéeping covered a few
wecks, not allowing any folisge in sivht, or in the fall by
bringing the roots to the top of the ground and zllowing
them to drly. The smallest cutting will live through the
winter under ground ready to come forth in spring, but in
spring if kept under ground will die. Thorough see<§:ng is of
no small importance in preventing the apread of these as:
well as all noxious weeds.  If the soil is left in condition



