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Entomological Bepactment,

Annual Address of tho President of the Entomologi-
cal Society of Ontario, 1873,

Tothe wen” oo ft1r Buturas ugleal Suc' 'y of Ontario

Gexruevny, —Ten yeais have now gone by since a
few of us met at the house of Professor Croft, 1
Torento, an 1 viganized this Sodety  We commenced
with less than fi.o and twouty munbers, and now
our Sceretary nforms us that we have over three
hundred nam s upon eur roll A twelve-fold increase
inadaale of years 3 wutanly an (videace of pro-
giess apol whicdiwe niay will vougiatalate oursclves,
and wleh ought wssurcdly to stumulate all our
membas to w-r than utiaest ¢xations for the
maintenanee aoad pepios cent of the Soacty. Those
of us who frem yoar to yoar have been entrasted by
you with posttions of ethicc anl duty i the Souety,
cannot Lt feel tht it s fur the bt int.rest of onr
institation that meie of its bionbe<shonld be led to
take an active part in itz we.h, and thus secure more
ciliczency i all our departinents, and mere certanty
of a pormanent devclopment of all our operations.
litherto the walk has fallen upon a few of us, and
we have endeavored to perform 1t as cffivicntly and
heartily as we wan, but we tind that year aiter year
our own professional and other duties make increased
demands upon our tine and attention, so that with
all the desire in the world to duvote ourselves to our
favonte braneh of Natural Science and the operations

of the Entomological Socicty, we are unable to do so
to the same extent asin earhier years. On this account
—not from any diminution of zeal andinterest on
our owi 1{.«:‘1‘,——“\: are mo.t anxios that wore of you
should tuke your shate i the wakh and aid us n
maintaiung wumpand the guad reputation that the
Soiitty has aleady adhieved  Lach one, we are
sare, can du sumetling, and the umted cfforts of us
Wl must assuredly be productive o satisfuctury and
permanent resulis,

Owm sister Socicty —the Fruut Grovars JAssouation
of Ontario—we rejurce tu sec 13 rapidly growing 1
public appreciation aad faver, ats mombers' Lst of
over 3000 names, its well-attended mectings 1n
various parts of the country, its judicious distribu-
tions of frut for csperimental purposes, and the
vigor and zeal of its exccutive, are all matters upon
which we may well congratulate its President,
Dircetors and Members. That it may go on and
prosper, and extend its work throughout ourlang, till
cvery resident in the Dominion enjoys the frait of
his own vine and W's owa {fruit tree, is our most
hearty aspiration,

During the past year but little lias oceurred in an
Entomological point of view that calls for, especial
nctice on this oceasion. A year ago 1 ventured to
eall your attention to the subject of Specific and
GenericNomenclature,which has been so unpleasantly
exciting the minds of entomologists both "here and
almost everywhere else, My remarks, I was gratified
to find, clicted a good deal of discussion in the pages
of the Canadian” Entomologist, and brought forth a
very able paper upon the subject from the pen of Mr.
W. H, Edwards, of West Virginia. The question,
however, has by no means yet been set at rest and
will no doubt continue to cxercise us all for some
ume to come. At the Dubuque Meeling of the
American Association for the Advancement og Science,
a sub-section of Entomology was formed, and a com-
1itteo of its adherentsspecially apponted to consider
and report upon a series of rules upon nomenclature.
Uzhappily, owing to variouscircumstanees, no report
waS drawnup, though I must in justice state, that
my friend Mr. C, V. Riley, of St. Louis, took a great
«deal of pains to elicit the views of the members and
to draw up some conclusions from them. Last
month, at the Portland meeting of the Association—
which, to my very great disap})ointmcnt, unavoidable
engagements prevented me from attending—a new
committee was appointed to re-consider the subject,
«nd we trust that some definite rules will have been
decided upon by its members Lcfore the meeting of
next year at Hartford, Con.

You will all, I have no doubt, be gratified to learn
that, upon the suggestion of the sub-section of Etom-
ology, the American Association unenimonsly passed
a resolution inviting our Etomological Socicty of
Ontario, aswell as the AmericanEtomological Socicty,
to hold a gencral meetmig of our members at Hart-

ford next year during their annual eession. I trust
that this invitation” will be cordially accepted and
that a large numbcer of us may there meet our Ameri-
can friends and cnlargo and strengthen those cordial
feelings of scicntific brotherhood which have so Jong
pleasantly existed between us. I may add, asa
notable token of the estimation in which our branch
of science is now held, that the Association will mect
next year under the presidency of our ablest Amerni-
can Entomologist—Dr. J. L. Leconte, of I’hiladcluhia.
You have already heard from our Sceretary-'Lrea-
surer's RePort the satisfactory condition of our finan-
ces and other business matters ; I necd not thercfore
trespass further upon your patience and attention.
Heartily thanking you, gentlemen, for your kindness
towards myself and my colleagues during our texm
of office, and for the honor which you have confurred
upon me by calling me to presude over you.
I have the honor to remain, with the best wi-lis
fur the advancement and prospetity of the Souty,
Your humble and obedient servant,
Cnaries J. 8. Brraesr,
Prev off Entomolugical Socl L4y O,

Tiuity Culli e School, Port Iope, Sept, 1874,

Gizzards of Inmsects.

Evayone knows that turkeys, fowls, geese and
many other birds that take their food by the peck, are
supplicd with gizzards, and that such birds swallow
graing of sand, small pebbles, and other hard sub.
stances with their food, The action of the gizzard
upon this mixture may be casily understood; the
hard substances are made to do the duty of teeth, by
crushing and grinding the softer ones to a pulp, so
that tecth in the mouth of a fowl w.nld be out of
place.  Many who kuow all this may not be aware
that several insects have gizzards too, and still more

wonderful.  The gmzzards of inscets are much more
complicated affars than thuse of burds. Ii thegizzard
of a cricket be lawd upen, 1t will be found hined with
rows of formidable tecth—a good substitute, you
will say, for the saml and pebbles taken into ‘the
gizzards of birds at every meal; and as these teeth
are permanent, they no doubt save the possessor of
them a vast deal of trouble, unless indeed thecricket
should ever be_subject to the toothache. The gzzards
of insects arc not all alike ; some are Iined with teeth,
some with plates, some with horns, and some with
bristles, butin every instance the apparatusisa very
wondcrial one.  In a pretty little beetle not uncom-
mon in some localitics, and with a name muchlonger,
perbaps, than the longest to be found in the
register, the gizzard is about the size of 2 common

in's head, and is armed with more than 400 tecth;
1magine what the number of muscles must be to sct
all this machinery in motion, and keep up 1ts action
upon the food. In some species it amouuts to many
thousanus.

Scare of HTawr Mora.—However much we may
have differed from cach other in the character of our
pursuits through life, one experiment we have nearly
all offus triecd in our tender years and failed
m—I mecan that of catching a butterfly or moth
on the wing without rubbing off a quantity of
fine powder from its body and wings. In light colored
moths this powder is so much like fine flour or meal
that it 1s probably from this circumstance that they
get the name of “millers.” TPlace & single particle
of this fine powder from the wing of the hawk moth
under the microscope. It is notmuch unlike a fea-
ther, with a stem at one end, asif it were made to
fit mto a socket ; and so 1t really did when 1t was mn
use. In butterflics and moths (even the little pest
that takes such unwarrantable liberties with “our
boas and muffs) thousands of these sockets may be
found on both sides of cach wing, and they arc so ar-
ranged that the scales that are planted in them licin
very regular rows, cach row overlapping a portion of
the next, like tiles on the roof of a house.” All the
colors and beautiful markings on the wings of these
insects arc cntirely owing to the different colors of
the scales themselves ; and if these arve brushed off,
the socketed surface in which they were planted will
be as nearly colorless as a fly’s wing, The fine dust,
then, that glistens on your thumb and finger when
you have rudely held a butterfly’s wing between
them, is o Hinch of beautiful scales of curious forms
and many different colors, and 1 a few wsects these
scales, when cxamined 1 a proper ight through the
microscope, are so inconceivably dazzling and Leau-
tiful, that they are not to be surpassed Ey the most
brillinng clusters of precions stones in anything but
size and valve.—J1., in The Fi ld.

hiscellaneous.

Boot-Blacks.

Englishmen visiting this country arc apt to forget
that servant-girls refuse to perform sevcral services
devolving upon them m the old country. Cleamng
boots is one ¢f thesc. In England the master of a
house where even only one servant it kept sends his
Lonts to the kitchen cvery morning to be cleaned,
and i he cumnes to the Umted States he naturally
suppuses tle .me office will be done for him Ly the
sawe hand. When the Rev, Newman Hall was in
Obalin, the gawst f President Fairchild, on the
mornng after his arnval seat his boots below for an
obvious purpese.  They were not returned to hun
when the bl walled Lim to the breakiast room, and
he appeared in his tulet shppas Pres. Yairchild
noticud this, ard he alto noticed a pair of strange
bocts in a shange place. ITe wonld probably
have as woon thought of asking the latchen-
maid to veuly a (luotatmn for him as to black his
visitor's boots, and so he blacked them himscli, The
Oberlin Theey in narrating this ancedote, divertingly
adds :—*¢ This i3 only another circumstance confirm-
ing the truth that no man, whether his station be
high or low, cver comcs to Oberlin but that in
departing ho carries with him, in seme form or other,
more or less of the native polish of the place "—
Larm Jowrnal,

<

DrscarpED Parir«.—Hero is & lunt for Young
Meu s Christian As_yuaitions .—-Most Amencan trav-
cllers throw away mndh of their rcading matter at
their journey’s end.  But in Ingland, ateach station
can be found a box fastened up, very similar to our
letter boxes, into which the traveller puts his papers,
books, ete. These are, in turn, collected by men,
who carry ther to hospitals, homes for ld men and
women, and similar institutions, where they are
gladly 1cceived.

Daxcer Frod Wer CroTBLs, —Tew pursons under-
stand fully the reason why wet clothes exert such a
chiling influence. It s sumply this . Watcr, when
1t evaporates, carries off an enormous amount of heat
in what is called the latent form. One pound of
water m vaPor contuns as much heat as nine or ten
pounds of liquid water, and all this heat must, of
course, be taken from the body. If our clothes are
moistered with three pounds of water— that 1s, 1f by
wetting they are rendcred three pounds heavier—
these three pounds will, i drying, carry off as much
heat as Wou}d raise three gallons of ice-cold water to
the boling point. No wonder damp clothes dull us.

——
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RONZE TURKEYS, descended from Premium Stock, weigh-

ing 62 1bs. to tho pair. Narragansctts, tho largest tur-

key of the Boston market.” Rouen and Aylesbury Ducks, Imperial

Pciln Ducks, a large whitc variety, imported this year from

Pekin, A great acquisition. Buff Cochin and D-rk Brahma
Fowls. For cataloguc, addrcss

W. CLIFT
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