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‘UL FRULT GARDEN.

Peachos aud Nectarines in Pots,

If bushes of only » moderata size be required, 11
inch pots may he used It is surprising to see the
vigoraus growthan ine fruit of poach trees inllinch
pots ; for uning to the compost bemy rammed down,
alarge quantity of nuttmment g enmpriserd insmall
space. [ may as well, however, state ence for all
and for all descriptions of frut, that if fewer and
larger trees hie required, larger pots may be em-
ployed ; thuse, 13, 15, or 13anch pots may be used
with equal suveess A peachor nectarine treo may
thus, in two or three years, be made capable of bear:
ing many dozens of frmt ; but I must confess that
my taste inchines to smail proline trees, beeause one
can have o greater varety m a small space; and
small trees are pretty, and casity looked over, so
that each leaf and bud, cach blossom and frug 12
known. If peach trees alre.dy in pots, and i a bear-
ing state, can be purchased, so much the better, for
then o year 1s saved ; but as such are more expen-
sive than either “maiden’” or *“‘cut-down” trees, these
had better bo purchased. I may here stato that
“cut-down” trees aro two years oll, and if nice
healthy trees with fully r.x\)encd shoots can be found,
they are better than ‘“‘maiden” trees.  But as they
are not often to be met with, 1 will first give the
treatment required Uy one-year-old or *‘maiden”
troes,
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Pruning.

The trees have one shoot, more or less vigorous,
which should be well fusnshed wath budy towards
its base.  T'hiz sheot must be et dean off with a
+harp kmifc at the seventh Ll 1o ats base, and
the tree thun potted towands the wnd of October.

This season 13 recommended. but 1t may be departed’

frum ; for my peaches and nectarnes are sowetines
not potted till March, yet they wmake fine growth.
The following summer every bud will, or vught to
produce a shoot. 11 there are seven shoots the tree
13 formed jor the scason ; they nced not have ther
tops pmched off, but will mercely require the laterals
( small sade-shoots) pinched off to withmn two huds of
their bases, as soon as they are four mches long.
Tius wallinduce the vipenmyg of the shoots, so that
Ly the end o: the summer they wilt be .ull o1 blos-
som-buds. At the end of Augast the point of cach
<hoot should be pinched off, and they will then only
require tho annnal prummg, cicher i autamn or
m spring, tor which directions are given. It the tree
puts forth a fewer number ue shoots than seven, the
top3 of all should he pinched off canly in June , each
shoot will then pus forth three or more young choots ;
all that are not required to form the treo must be
pinzhed off i the samo way as_laterals, leaving
seven, or, if the {ree be vigorous, nine shoots to cach
tree., These trifling manipulations are casy 1o do,
but difficuls to desembe ; so, to make the matter ag
clear as possible, 1ub us lzlacc a youny iree before us
carly in June, with five branchies, cacly 12 anches
Iength ; then lei us, with a sharp {aule shorten each
branch to wne mches 3 then, at the end ot June, let
us tako the same tree 1 hand, an ¢ we saall find that
cach shortened hranch has put furth two or three
shoots ; wemust pinch thes: so as to leave on four
branches two, an:l on one ounly one, making uine
shoots, which as they grow should have thr laterals
p.ncheld off regularly ; they will then make vigorous
trees in one simmer, awl form an abundance of blos-
som-buds.  No other pruning i3 necessary the first
season 3 abd if abundant ventila*ion anl syriaging
daly have heen attended to, the frunt buds will,
towards the end of August, lgm trho fully devel-
oped. Tho cxperfenced gardener can at once dis-
tinguish them : such aperson may prune his trees
carly in October It mn en leavaur to tell knw to
d:stipguish a fruit-budd, which, by the way, 19 the
oniy bud to prune down to.

Fruit-buds and Wood-huds.
Towards the hase of cach of your seven or nme
shaots, you will find four or five poiuted aingle buds,
covered with their hrown coats : these aro leaf-buds.
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Next to these, and higher up the shoots nve triple
budg—a plump silver-coated ong on cach side, and a
thin one 1n the contie ¢ these plump silvery budyare
blossom-buds, and the central one o leaf-bud,
which producean shoat so necessary tothe well-being
of tha blossmn-Inuls, that without it they woulld he
abortive Do sure to have on each shiaot, 1f possible,
mne to twelve of these triple buds, and cut off the
shoot elose to one of them 3 if tns camot by found
at the proper place, so ad to be able to form the
founlation of a nice, regularly-shaped, bush-like tree,
catofl the shoot at & lcnalmd. 1f the trees be
prmed inantnmy, the budsarediffientt to distinguish;

1t wall, therefore, be beit v for tho heginner not to

prane ks prach aml nectarine trees till Mareh,  when
every bud wall plunly show aty character. 1 the
shout be cut off at a simgle blossom-bud, 1t will e
down to the next leaf-bud : this sty therefore,
be carefully avouded.
Spring Pruning.

et us now proceed to the cultura of our maiden
tree, A season has passed ; it is early spring, aml
our tree, with its nine branches of the last summur’s
growth, is before us, three of these shouldl be cut
duwn to wathm five bhuils of their bass, to give asup-
ply of young shoots for tho suceeeding year, and six
shonld be cut down, so as to leave on cach branch
ten or twelve triple bads,  These are the fout-bear-
ing branches for the present scason—and so 1w must be
every year ; a few branches, say one-third, must be
cut closely on opposite sides of tho treo, to give
young shoots, and the remainder left as above
to bhear fruit. ‘Those shoots that huve berne
fruit will often require tu hernt out, to muke tho
tree dwarf and prevent its becoming naked, as the
spurs die after bearing, unliko those of the wpricot
and plumn, which contin»e to bear fruit for mnany years.
Much will depend upon the sort cultivated, and the
vigourof the tree. One thing must be borne in

mind—do not let the tree become bare of young
shoots towards its base, and tall and straggling  if
praned in spring, the nature of every bud wmay be
seen, and the tree formed, by the ‘proper use of the
kmfe, into a fruitful beantiful bush. When the
treenarcin o bearing state, many short s‘mr-liku
shoots, from four tosix inches long, will he made every
season on the stem and towards %he base of theprin-
¢ipal branches.  Theso will bo gencrally covered
with single blossom buds and a terminal leaf-bud :
they may be removed if toomuch crowded, but never
shortened.  From twelve to fifteen leading shoots
should bie left, In summer pruning, on each tree when
m full bearmg state. 1 have thus endeavoured to
follow the **mmden” trecto its frmting state.  The
“ut-down’ treo, which should have four or tne
branches, should he potted in antumn and pruned m
early spring : each branch must be shortened to six
wnches 3 these will put forth munerous young shoots,
winch in June should be thinmed out with a sharp
Lnifo, Teaving nine ur more shuots to be pruned the
following spring as above directed

Summer Pinching

Pruning of bush-trees by summer pinching only
has heen practised here to a large extent.  Aathisis
the most simple of all the methods of pruning knewn,
and may be practised by any lover of gardening who
does ot mind employing his finger and thumb when
walking in his orchard house, it is worthy of a few
lines of deseription A peach or neectarine tree of
the usual bush-like form, two, three, or four years old,
may be potted m the autmnn.  In March its shoots
should be ghortened to about hali their length, forming
the tree into a round bush.  In May it will put forth
young &hoots. Assoonas they have made four or
five leaves, the fourth leaf, with the endof the
sheot, must be pinched off, leaving three leaves,
cxclusive of one or two small leaves at the base of
the shoot, wihich are without buds; every shoot
must be thus operated on. Ineightor ten days a
fresh crop of shoots wilk show itself, for from the bud at
the base of every leaf a shoot will spring forth. These,
so soon as theyare ready, must all bepincheddown to
three leaves, and so on all throngh the summer with
every fresh crop of young sheots till the end of July ;
for 1f the pinching be continued till the end of August,
a great munber of the shoots wall bea mass of blossom-
buds, mthout a termmnal shoot or leaf-bud; and
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althongh they may bo eut out, aul yet leave more
blossoms than the tree can carry on to a fruiting
state, it is as well to have most of the spurs with a
ternnnal shoot or leaf-bud  1f bush-trees are in
very large pots, or planted in the borders of o
farge house, and it is desiredt to have them ln-
erease more rapudly e size than panclung to threo
leaves will lead to, the pmehing shonld be at the
sixth or eighth leaf, leaving five or sevenin every
operation instead of thice.  This is applicable to all
Kimds of frut trees under sunner panclang, when
latge trecu are weshed for My trees, under this in-
ces ant panehing, are sturdy bushes, full of blossom-
budy, aned quate paettres of robust health, and the
fruit they bear is alwags large and tugh-colored,
owang to its full exposare to the sun In March it
will be good practice to thin ont some of the numer-
ous bloominzz spurs and elusters of blossom-buds,
with a sharp penknife, otherwise the trees will bo
ton nmeh erowided with bYssomy.  This thinning
out may alen often he done in sammer  with advane
tage 3 for, 1 the trees grow very luxuriantly, the
young shoots become erov ded, and tho thick mass of
leave g shades the frmt, ton much; in such cases the
young shools may be thmned outin the month of
July mneh to the advantage of the tree, this simple
and charming method of pruning, only oceurring to
me in 1858, way tully carried out in the summer of
1859. lam quite ata Joss to zzcount forits not
having been discovered carlier. As far as regards
myseli, T think it waa the fear of inducing, by incess-
ant pinching, too many young shoots to break out
that deterred me from proctisig it. Reasoning from
theory only, 1imaginal st to boimpossible fur young
shoott made in August o ripen, forgetting the warm
autmmnal atmosphere of the orchardhouse. 1 do not
hesitate o assert that this simplestep forward of
pruning by inccssant summer &)mching is one of the
most sneeessiul advancos that hiave ever been made
in frait-trec cultwre uider glass. I may add, thataf
by any neglect the pinching of the shootsin June and
July hai not been attended to, so that the trees have
ma-le shoots of from 2 to 3 feet in length, these may
be shortened with a sharp hnife to ten or twelve
leaves. ‘The bud at tho end will then form itself mto
a leaf-bud, and even make some small growth, while
all the buds bLelow will remain fruit-buds, and quite
dormant till spring. 1 tried this experiment in “Au-
gust 1861 No anxiety need now bo felt cven by tho
lady orchard-house cultivator—no wdvice need he
asked of the too-often-unwilling-to-give-it-gardener.
Thinning in carly spring those pretty clusters of
blossoms with a penkmie (for they are alwaya too
numerous, and at least half of them may be cut out),
and at the same thue shortening shyots that are ir-
regular; and in summer pinching off the ends of the
young shools, always fragrant, soag to give sym-
metry to the tree and make it pleasant vo look on,
are all agreeable operations.  The climate of the or-
chard house will do all the rest, and a peach treo
m a poy wil{ hear frait even under very adyverse pru-
mng circumstances, much more under n lady’s loving
yet piching care.  All that seems to he 1equired is
to make the tree symmetrical, and prevent its bear-
ing too bountifully ; for it must be borne in mind
that fruit froma tree overloaded, whether under
ulass or m the open arr, is never of fine flavor. Pea-
ches, pears, plums, apples, and indecd all descrip-
tions of fruit, sufer in flavor to an extent scarcely
thouaht of, if the free be allowed to bear toomany. It
15 better to have onodozen of peaches large, and of
fine flavor, than two dozen small and in?enor; he-
sides tius, o tree suffered to hear toolarge a crop will
be sure to fail the following season. “There ave two
methods ol cultivating these fruits in orchard houses
both cqually favorable to their well-doing ; one is to
cultivate the tices In_pots, the other to plant them
in the horders of the houses. With the large houses,
the most eligible form of tree to plant in pots is the
pyramidal ; this most interesting form succceds bet-
ter in Po_ts than when ]I)Inntcd in tho borders ; the
roots heing confined, the shoot: are nebso gross as
those on trees planted m the ground, the, sap Cues
not rush to the to]l) so ramdly, leaving the lower
branches m a weakly state; in fact, 1t seends merere-
gularly distributed, so that for many years a pyram-
udal peach or nectarine tree, in a pot from 15 to 18
mches in diameter, will gradually increascn beauty,
and hy the simple npcm&un of pichiug all the youug
shoots formed during tho swnmer to two, three, or
four leaves, o fraitful’ and beautiful yyramid, 10 fect
or more in haght may be formc(ll. Such trees,
placed among othbers planted 1 the borders, ave most
vrnamental, showing, as they will do 1if attended,
to, perfect cultivation. The health and fertihity of
such trees is kept up by giving them every season



