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THE CLONDYKE ROYALTIES.

There can scarcely be two opinions as to the
tcessiveness of the royalties proposed to be en-
orced—but unlikely as a rule to be collectible
n the case of the Yukon gold ficlds. The pro-
ucing season is so short and the cost, difficulty
nd danger of getting out the gold so great that
or the Dominion to cl.im royaltics of 10 and
o pur cent, respectively is to make so big an
exaction on the fortunate few, that the attempt
s certain to lead to gold dust smuggling on a
ast scale, as also to wholesale misrepresenta-
tion of the amount of gold gotten by the miners.
Nor will the proposed establishment of a Gov-
#rnment Treasury at Dawson City, to which all
Yukon gold must be sent for melting into bars,
frevent more than a part of this smugwlm
however big the preventive force employed,
hilst, as the News-Advertiser rightly indicates,
e etting up of such an establishment will
sth- impede the general trade of such a district
th Yukon, where gold dust forms a readily
fvailable general currency.

It would be better by far for the Dominion

A -overnment either to-impose a mo e moderate
@oyalt which the deccnt miner will not grudge
S8 me:t and’ which it will scarcely pay him to

increased annual license fee in respect of cach
productive claim. A five per cent. ad valorem
royalty should certainly suffice, if the former
plan be adopted, as the necessary revenue for
administering the Yukon and yielding to Ottawa
the considerable yearly profit, which Canada’s
dominant eastern politicians seem to expect as a
tribute from the Pacific portion of the Domin-
ion, can and will be raised to a very large extent
by customs duties under what is still, despite re-
cent modification, a high tariff.

The principle of reserving a proportion of
the Yukon claims for the benefit of the State is
on the other hand commendable and desirable,
but it will need the greatest of care and tact in
its working out by the Dominion officials, who
will, it is to be hoped, prove both trustworthy
and competent. It is also absolutely requisite
that there shall be nc jobbery nor favoritism in
the disposal by sale or lease or these rescrve
claims.  As to the suggestion that the gold of
| the Yukon should be rescrved for British sub-
| jects, we hold that under the present circum-
I'stances of our relations with our national neigh-
bors, and having regard also to the fact that
gold is the only and that an exhaustible resource
of the Yukon, there is every justification in
principle for the suggestion. There is, how-
ever, one broad limitation of its action in this
case that is obviously necessitated as a just re-
cognition of vested rights allowed to be obtain
ed for value given to the State by American
miners now in the Yukon. These men have
paid customs and other dues to Canada, have in
some cases acquired in return actualmine rights,
and others have what may fairly be called a
valid contingent right to acquire such claims.
It would be an act of gross injustice that would
assuredly and with reason lead to unpleasing in-
ternational complications, to attempt to exclude
these men from Yukon gold mining. Hence
the Dominion Government is not at all likely to
adopt any such action in then case.

The question therefore arises; whether if the
claims of probably at least 7,000 such American

mmers m the Yukon have to be conceded——as
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