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AN ADDRESS TO MOTHERS.®

on——

¢« We cannot,” said a mother to me as she held

her infunt in her orms, “ 1ce cannot goto the Legis-iup au angel hereafter. You may not see him the clined.

lature; we cannot stand in the pulpit : we canuot
be known; we must toil at home 7"

¢ Counot go to the Legislature "’ Aye,—but il
God Lad plauted the same deep lovo of her country
t woman’s hearl, that He has for her child, He
would have commilted to her hands the petly iuter
ests of politics and of time; but no—he has com-
mitted into her hands the future destiny of nations
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here, but evenif ha does tot seo fit to use him aslson, When a young man, he said something or'did
an justrument of great good here on earth, train bim|something in the presence of a sister and a cousin,
up for the skies, and he will be used ns a glorious in+jboth young | diws, highly improper. His mother
strument of promoting his honor hereafier.  Youjtold him of'kis fault nukdiy and kiodly, and requerted
{may pot rear up an apostle here, but you may reorihimto make an apology to the gicls, This he de.
She insisted upon it, and even laid hep
object of admiralion bere, but hereafter you maycommande. Ierefused. Shenext requested bim to
see lim stand among the sons of light at the right,go with her into his chamber in the third story. e

-]
thand of Jesus ! complied. She then very coolly took the key and
And now the question is, how coan a mother do

‘told bim, she should lock the doos, and he would
this ?

ineither see her face, -or receive fuod, till he sub-
. . . . Imitted. b :
I will endeavor bricfly to answer this question, and mitted. The next day sho called at the coor of the
also’a second, viz :— Why che should try to do this ?

and of empires--sll that we bLold dear on earth,
and uhat is more, the interests of the son} when,
time sholl be no more, Oh mother ! do not mourn|
over your lol—that distinctions of earth are not:
yours,-that the honors of mmen aiv rot yours, yov
heve interests commirted to your charge too sncredl
12 be polluted by being mingled with the honors of|
this world. Do not grieve in secret, at limey, thot|
the inscrutable Gud, has assigned you an juferior;
station made your wail subject to that of another, and:
made your glory to cousist in bowing in meekness
while you drink the bitterest cup which humanity
kuows,—your children will Lless and honor you more
and more as they leave your roof, till tbey gather’
round your grave as the mo t sacred spot on earth,
and Gad will reward you most abundantly. He wilf
remember the sorrows wkich your heart could tell
to none but him,

The mother of Timothy Dwight did not huow that!
she was rearing up a son who should b. the direct;
mears of instructing between two or three thousand)
pupils,—of furming some of the brightest stars that:
ever shed their hght on this land, and of producing
writings which shall continue to form, and mould the

character of men for generations yet to come.

Oh! if the fire on our altars ever goes out—if
ever snother Jereniah slall sing the funcral notes
over our nalion’s grave, it will be because tLe mo-
thers of this land have forgotten their dutiesand
their power, and have ceased to baptiza their off-
spring with prayer. In their inobtrusive and silen
*phere of operation they may be sustained by the pe.
culiar and lofty consciousness, that in communicating
the eternal principles of truth to minds created for
immortality, they are doing what can never cease

|
t

'just the right time and mauner.

prisor sr, ‘‘my son, are you "eady to comply with
. ' i mv request 2’ ‘ No mocther.,”” The next day the
First, How can a mother {rain up ber child for

God ¢

same question was asked and the samo answer re-
turned. The third day, she went to the door, and
I rejly. she must be a voman of prayer, ~of daily
prayer fervent, habitual preyer,~—aund for these rea-

says, ** James you think by holding out thus, yoor
mother will yield, and come to yourterms : but'you
grns
L. She needs wisdom.

do not know her. Iam inthe path of duty, and}
The child must receive its first impressious and

shullmot yicld, il the timbers of this house decay
and fall, should 1 live so long " Tnat evening he
thoughts from its mather. She needs wisdem, when
snd whal and Low tw teach it this or that. She wants

would have seni a message to his mother but bad
to koow lLow to reach the mid, how to impress it,

no tnesseuger.

On the fourth day he promised to do whatever she
how to guide it, how to discipline it. We call this
kind of wisdom skill; but it Jollows in answer to

required. ~ She opened the daor, und her pale, sick-
ly looking boy embraced her with tears, asked her
prayer, for God only can import that wisdom, g PArdon, aud submitted to ber requisition. He has
the mother who does not seek 1t of A, may be since been seen to shed toars of gratitude over that
sure she will never have i, ’ decisicn and fuittfulness, and to assert \Vl!lt the ut-
. . imost confidence, that it was this firmness i1 his wi
She will not be led to sy just the right things, in dowed mother that saved bim from irrevogable sio,

1V. She necds perseverance,

The trials of o mather are constant, unknown,
and undescribably great. One of the warriors of

II. The mother of ali things needs self-discigline.

~ Without this, how can she forego the pleasura with-'
in hes veach, if she leave her child in other hands
and free herself from the responmsibility 7 How can|
she watch over her chuld day and wmight, in sickness
and in health, with a pitience which nevertires, and
);};2 t:r;:fsui:l‘:?c;:h:)tr;;v:‘;ofao; Z,g:z‘:re:;g 5:_‘:)‘:3?:; lat his breast, under his oloak, and howling in” bis
unremitted,and cscept by prayer unallevirted. “}b(;laguny. Thie has bee nd:.mred.nfl a beautiful pic-
s all ; (!l’ .dP ’11 ! X . jture of fu;th(ul attachment; but it is nglhmg'm com- 8
'C::ns h:.r imes, ard un (;:rfar ?rcuntn)sdnncesdcté!}!' porison with what the eye of God daily witaesses, £
an own lemper and fcelings, supdue and dis-|55 jt Jgoks down nto the family circle and actices
cipline her own heart 2 Oh ! mother— you must notyhe thousands of mothers haoging over their dying
chide in anger, —you may not speak with impatience,|ohildren. :
youmay not rebuke with angry severity, you may The duti .. .
ot in vassiom. ; < " ¢ duties of the mother vegin in the morning;
not correct in pussion.  Your patience must neve they end not with the day, <hey incessantly call upon

tito, your passions ravst never rise, self-commsand : .
must never for o moment seom to be relaxed,—self-{her till she reaches the grave. Others may ha-s

controul must never even falter !  This severe self-

awlul battle, he went out an the field among the dy-
ing and the dend; but nothing affected him so much

asto find an officer slain, and ki3 fuithful dog, iging

being felt, and when the kingdoms snd empires of]
earth are melted awxy and sre ferzotten, when the
eloquence and wisdom of senators, with the coursge
of warriors shall have passed aws:, their labours will
be known, and acknowledged, and eternally bLe seen

ansiety, and responsibi'ity. But the mother can ne- J8

discipline you can seek and find ocly in prayer. No- ver do so. She must be unweearied and faithful when

thing else can give it, nothing else can retam it when

the agn tells us that in the evening after a most §B

respite; others may for a time throw off care, and -

given,
111, The mother must be decided.

uo ey2 sees her to sppiaud ; mnat sow her seed when 8
she sees no immediate prospect ofa harvest ; mud
expect mo return and no reward for her labors for

to be unfolding in new and glorious resalts.
It is not difficult to be decided, were this all : but

years, and it may be, for life. She cao edopt no

The great object before the mother, then, is to
train up her child for elernity—fvr the servics and
presence of God to everlasting ages.

If this be the scale on which you measure, you

to be decided and firm while the feelings and the
voice are so solt as the notes of a lute, is diflicult.
Your chid hses no judgment. Hundre;ls of times
. . . h every week, and maony times every day, he must be
227"]150"'3"'."‘3”’“‘ will sustain you at all times audiyepied, and have htsywxsbes and his will submit to

8ll occasions. yours. When he is well, you wust, of necessity, be

Do you watch your infant daughter, and wish her constant—Dby thwarting lus inclinations,fosbiding him,
to becom= beautsful 2 Thunk again.—Of bow much|ur commanding bim; and when he is sick, you most
consequence is 1t, whether her dress at sehool be force bim, and stand further than ever aleot from in-
beautiful for a single day or otherwise ? Is it any? dulgerce. Eveno when you feel, that he is on the
Ard 1% not the bory the dress of the soul, to be v.vornibed of death you must controul hum, govern bim,
but a day. icommand him, and see that he obeys ! Your own

You wish your boy to be healthy. Suppose Lim to|decision, cnerzy, and firminess, must never waver for
be on a journey among strangets, of what conse- & moment in his presence. While a mother’s heart
quence is it whether he (ravel as a poor man’s son,'Pleads for indulgence, you must have a resolulion
ora rich man’s. The journey of hfe will soon belwhich will lead you to do your duty, even while the

over, acd he will never be asked whether he werejhecrt bleeds, and the eyes weep. “Fbat noble mo-
rich or poor. ither—who beld her child while its leg was amputat-

. . red, and did it with a firmne:s that he dared not resist
Do you wish your child to become hanored among ¢t 2P . ’
men ? And s it of any great consequence uhetherﬂz.’:jd.;‘}m ‘h (en:)]g:lnessb!ohz:!tort‘x.miethl? l:ert::l ;he‘{‘hsl::
as he passes through the atreets, he have the applanse, -t 1! 10% 118 §A0C- ~W ce not admirt €
of beggars and of the vile, if 8]l the good in the
Jand will honor bim.—2et your clild have heaven-
hooor him—the redeemed church, and angels, and.
frl;nts!‘:::';zdog‘:d gl:tfather;lgu;i of what CODSEQNONCe ok must have the aid of heaven, She must seck it
But ¢ : € wo‘ d. 4t He wil iin prayer, at the foot of the thronc, and there she
ut you wish your son fo do good ! He will;— 110 find it.
te will become 2 Newton, an Edwards, or a Brain-, . .
: s . .ol I could point you to & son who cherisheg the me-
erd, if God sees best, and if God needs his services; ory of his mother as sometbing inxpressibly desr
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in man. Ha is either too stern, or too lenient. But
the mother ! she can possess them both, and have
them both in exercise at the same moment. Bui

land sacred., She was a widow, and he, ber only

two qualilies, decision and firmness, sreseldom found[

theory which is not to be reduced to immediate and @8
constant practice. IJow can she have this faith, and §
this perseverance ualess she be in the habit of com- @
paunion with God? The Bible and prayer must be
ther strength and her weapon. With these, she con
carry her babestbrough the deserts where fiery ser- fin
pents beset her path, and they shall not-be bitten.~ §§
Without these, she bas all the sorrows, anxieties, and i
griefs of a mother, without any thing of those consc- M
lations which God bestows in answer to prayer. Do J8
sou wish a wisdom that is profitable to direct, a pe- JF
tience that never forsakes you,~a firmuoess (hat B
never leaves you,—a faith that always beary yon up- B8
ward and onwa:d, looking for your rewards hereafs
ter—-you must seek these by prayer Without this.
you can neither govern yovrself, nor your child, ot
persevere.

The child will receive 1MprESsIONS from the daily §B
and hourly example of his mother, which will d
more to form bis character; than sny, and all the B
wslructions which you may give him. The exsm-22
ple Lefore his eyes, will, for several of the first yenrs @’
of his life, he his educalion. Now thero ave certsin g
impressions which you should be very corel’yl not {0 i
make upon your child, if you would train him up or§
the great scale of spending eternal ages in the secvice @i
of God.

Be careful and not _lead your cbild to feel that thegl .
ooy is the great object for which he lives.

The first impresaions which the child necessarisj




