10 THE MESSENGER;

LESSON II—APRIL o.
The Raising of Lazarus.
John xi., 32-45.
Golden Text.

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection,
and the life. Johm xi., 25. °

Commit verses 33-36.
Home Readings,

Monday, April 3—Jehn xi., 32-4s.

Tuesday, April 4.—John xi., 20-31
Wednesday, April s—Luke vii.,, 11-23.
Thursday, April 6—I. Kings xvii, 15-24.
Friday, April 7.—II. Kings iv., 18-20, 30-37.
Saturday, April 8.—Acts ix.,, 36-43.

Sunday, April g.—Acts xx., 7-12.

(By Davis W. Clark.)

The white walls of a villa peer through the
thick foliage of the olives on the eastern slope
of Olivet. It is the home of comfort and love,
but deeply shadowed mow. Out of that court-
yard lately came a funeral train. The body,
carried on a bier, was swathed in linen bands.
There were the discordant notes of flutes and
hired wailers. The director had thrice halted
the procession to comfort the mourners. An egg

had been hroken—sign of mortality, and Moses’

psalm chanted, and the body laid on the rocky

I shelf in the grotto. The stome had been rolled
across the mouth of the sepulchre, and all whit-
ened to remind the inadvertent not to ap-
proach within four cubits on penalty of cere-
monial defilement.

The saddest part of it, the return, had been
accompliched. During the absence of the
mourners assiduous hands had overturned the
couches and strewn broken pottery about to
symbolize distraction. The sisters sit now with
veiled faces and dust upon their heads and
unsandled feet, break their fast with only egg
and leatils, while throngs pay their stiff visits
of condolence. Every casual word the bereaved
sisters speak makes a mournful refrain. Every
time they steal away to the tomb to weep they
are persistently followed by those who make
merchandise of their condolence. In this in-
stance, as in most, there is that ever-recurring
‘4f> If so and so, our brother would not have
died. That ‘if’ is a very inquisitor's instru-
ment.

Thke fourth day had come—that fatal fourth
day after death—when, according to Jewish
notion, the spirit which until then hovers about
the corpse, sees the signs of decay in the face,
and takes'its final departure. Only then did
Jesus come. This delay was not, however, at
the expense of Lazarus and his sisters. The
spiritual gains to them were incalculable, At
the same time it gave Jesus opportunity to
work his trauscendent miracle.

Martha goes impetuously to meet the Master
and utters her plaintive ‘if? Her faith sweeps
out to embrace the hope of her brother’s im-
mediate restoration. But when Jesus seems to
confirm the hope it as quickly recedes, We can
forgive Martha that, since it drew from the
Saviour's lips that majestic affirmation which
has heartened the dying and bereaved in every
generation since. Now Mary summoned, comes
with stronger, though unexpressed, faith, She
is followed by her ‘jluests of condolence. Thus
the miracle is furnished with witnesses certain-
ly not prejudiced in favor of the Worker.

A great surge of sorrow breaks upon Jesus’
heart, in the effort to control which he shakes
and groans. It gives place to tenderest sym-
pathy for the bereaved and that great com-
pany of mourners they represent in each suc-
ceeding age. His tears cause favorable re-
mark. But a discordant note is also struck by
_those who wish to discount the recent miracle
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in Jerusalem by Jesus' failure to avert this
event. Martha’s faith also shrinks back as she
protests against uncovering the putrescence of
the tomb; but Jesus encourages ker to believe
and see the glory of God.

When the stone is rolled away, Jesus, with
uplifted eyes, joyously acknowledges the as-
surance he has received that what he is about
to do meets with the Father’s approval. Both
prayer and miracle are designed to quicken the
faith of those who hear and see.

Then be, who is both Life and Resurrection,
in a voice of indisputable authority, bids the
sleeper awake. He speaks-and it is done. Laz-
arus ‘stands forth fresh and free without a
taint upon him e¢f the chill and horrors of the
tomb.’

LIGETS ON THE LESSON.

The eleventh chapter of Jehn is not sur-
passed in pictorialness. Sixty years after the
evangelist had no difficulty in reproducing the
scene from the negative plate of memory.

Love caused delay. ‘Jesus loved. Therefore
when he heard he abode two days still’ Rush-
ing to the rescue is net always the kindest act,
though it may be harder to stand off and sce
the suffering. Great were the gains to Lazarus
and his sioters of this apparent loss.

The inefficiency of human sources of com-
fort is well shown by the mourners ‘for re-
venue’ and the condolence visitors in the home
at Bethany. ‘

The resurrection and immertal life are not
far-off abstractioms. They are concreted in an
immanent Christ. Those who are joimed to
him, whether dead or living (as we use the
words), live (in the higher meaning which
Jesus has put into the Word), The dead in
Christ have not lost the living can not lose
this immortal life. He that hath the Son
hath life,

Jesus here, as his custom was, associated
others with him in the working of the mira-
cle. Human hands diéd all they could. They
rolled away the stome and unwound the cere-
ments. Men can be co-workers with God in
spiritual resurrections to-day. ‘

In this transcendent sceme Jesus is the com-

manding figure. Calm, deliberate, majestic, he
- hades,

stands the comscious victor over
and the grave.
his deed.

This was Jesus’ climacteric miracle. It in-

-spired the ovation of the ‘triumphal entrarce,’

and prompted Mary to anoint Jesus, It also

set hell on fire to compass his death.
NOTES FROM COMMENTARIES.

As the man who had been blind promised
Jesus beforehand that he would believe on the
Son of God, because he more than suspected
Jesus to be He, so do such souls as Peter’s and
Martha'’s believe (in their several ways) be-
forehand in that eternal life of which the words
of Jesus speak, without comprehending all at
once the when, the where, the how, or the se-
crets of God’s power in the resurrection.—Stier.
Groaned in spirit: The tears of Mary acting
sympathetically upon Jesus and drawing forth
his emotions—J. F. B. Was troubled: trou-
bled himself: Referring to this visible diffi-
culty of repressing his emotions.—J. F. B, Jesus
wept: What a seal of his perfect onemess with
us!—J. F, B. It is abolishing one of the fin-
est traits of Jesus’ character to say that he
wept here because of sin and its consequences,
Humanity, unadulterated as Jesus had it is
generous and sympathetic——Clark, Could not
this man: They maliciously considered Jesus’
tears as proof of his weakness.—Ibid. How
he loved him: The human softness of the Son
of God.—J. F. B. Could not this man: Betok-

~ens a measure of suspicion; disposition to dic-

tate to Divire power—J. F. B. Take away
the stone: Forbidden to cpen a grave after
the stone was placed upon it.—Talmud. Sis-
ter of the dead: As such the guardian of the
remains. Dead four days: To such fluctuations
all real faith is subject in dark hours.—J. F,
B. I thank Thee. Instead of praying he gives
thanks for answer to prayer offered before he
left Perea.—J. F. B. Loose him: The life-giv-
ing act alone he reserves to himself—J. F. B,
The people which stand by: There stood col-
lective humanity waiting in spirit at the grave
of Lazarus; and the grave question whether
God would or would nat hear his only begot-
ten, whether he would authenticate or desert

the work of Christ; whether he would confirm -

or bring to naught his once-uttered wor
here be décided.—Haustein, Ph m

Jesus’ self was greater than

Mareh 31, 1905

C. E. Topic.

Sunday, April g.—Topic—What does Christ’s
life show ug about the Father? Jchn xiv, 6-24.

Junior C. E. Topic.

NADAB AND ABIHU.

Monday, April 3.—The altar of incense. Ex,
XXX., 1-06.

Tuesday, April 4.—The fire on the altar, Ex.
XXX, 8-10.

Wednesday, April 5.—Disobedience. Lev. x.,1,

Thursday, April 6.—Do nct drink wine. Lev,
X O

Friday, April 7—TNct given to wine.’ Tit.
157,78

Saturday, April 8.—‘Not to drink wine.’ Rom,
xiv,, 17-21.

Sunday, April 9.—Topic—The story of Na-
dab and Abihu. Lev. x., 1-10. (Temperance

meeting.)
—_——————

Boys and Girls,

Show your teacher, your superictendent or
your pastor, the following ‘World Wide’ list
of contents. ’

Ask bim if ‘'he thinks your parents wo-:l
enjoy such a paper.

If he says yes then ask your father or
mother if they would like to fill up the bI. k&
Cqupon at the bottom of this column, and we
will send ‘Worll Wide’ on trial, free of charge,
for one month.

COUPON.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers *World Wide,.
Montreal

Dear Sirs, X
Please send ‘World Wide’ on trial,
free of charge for one month, to

Name,

et

‘World Wide' has been recommended
to me by r

Rev,, Dr., Mr., Mrs, or Miss

who knows ‘World Wide’ by reputation
or is u subseriber.

e — i,

The following are the contents of the issue
of Mar. 18, of ¢ World Wide’:

ALL THE WORLD OVER.
Crisis in Canada—Separate Bchool Question Agai i
—The New York * Evening ant.'Q s e |
Recede, Australia!—*ih> Outlook,” London,
The Infivite Strect—By G. K. Chesterton, in the ‘Daily
News,’ Lm;dun. s B
An Opinion from the Far Bast~Tha New York * Sun,’
Mukd‘«’a‘: —The Most Bacred Cit; i npire—
c;l‘he g:w (i ‘Iiimes.' ity of the Chinese Empire
unt Okuma Sees in Mr. Chamberlain's Poi
form - A Letter to the Editor of the Manlgge:t?:e“(‘i;uli:

i,
'{“1_1: I:um;lra oftlgdla»]'gm lx\liannaimml- Guardian.
at's Mean a ight te — i ai-
tions—1 he ®prin; olde“xknwblwm" s m‘dl~
Carnegie in Joking Mood ~The New York ‘Sun.’ )
.1:1“ Chartist'—By A,C.8., in the ‘Commonweslth,’ Lone

on.
Spring Cleaning—By P.W.W., in the ‘Daily News.'
Too 014 at Forty--Dr. Osler's Little Joke—The * Daily Tele-
graph,” London.
SOMETHING ABOUT THE ARTS,

The Father of Classical Music—The °Musical News,' Yone

don. e
Durer—~The 'Tribune, New York.
7 CONCERNIYG THINGS LITERARY,

Wintry Weather—*onnet, by Dayid Gray.

Lent—Poem, by Busan Coolidge.

The Riddle of Ubique—1By the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, in
the ‘Independent,” New York.

A Pilgrim’s 8tory—The Journey to Mecca, Described by a
Mahometan—71he New York ‘Tribung.’

“Uncle Tom’ as the Pious Jew—Mrs. ~towe's Book in Yid-
dish, b; Bertha Wiernik, in the * New Era.’

Mrs. Ward's New Rook—*Th» Marriage of William Ashe'—
Reviewed by M. Gordon Pryor Rice, in the New York
*Times Book Review.'

Ollxilyeax}'s Book of ' Red Hunters'—The Springfield * Repube

CRn,
Mr. Ggorge Meredith and Women~—The *Daily Telegraph,’
ndon.
HINT$ OF THE PROGRESS OF KNOWLEDGE.

What Manaal Training Is—The Brooklyn * Daily Eagle.’
The New President of the Rociety of Psychical Research—
The ‘' Westminster Gazette,”
The New Krench—'1 he ‘ Daily Mail,’ London, .
Tie Solar Pot a-Boiling, Diseussed by Professors Jacoby
and Poor—The New York 'Evening Post.’
Hcience Notes.
THINGS NEW AND OLD.
PASSING BEVENTS. S %,
$1.50 a year to any postal sddress the world over. Agents
wauted. John Dongall & Son, Publishers, Montreal, Canada.




