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LESSON VI=MAY 7
The Vme and the Branches.

John xv 1-11 -—Memory verses 6 8 Com-

pa.re John LVi 1s; Ma.tt. vii, 16-20

Golden Text

‘I am- bhe v1ne, 'ye a.re the’ bl‘a,ncﬁ’s
Johnxv., 15," .

Home Readmvs.

M .fohn xv,
o Branohes S
“ 1 1, John i, 18 —-Saymg and demg

W L. John' 111, 18- 4—Plco£ of abxdmg in
*. = Christ. o
T Matt “vii., 15 23 ~—Known by fruit,
F. Gal.'v, 16 26. —-Spn‘ltual fluit o

S.. Rom. ;\11 1-5,—0ne in. Christ.

1-16 —Chnst the Head,

Lesson ‘Story.

Chrxst and his szmples were- just going
out' to.the ga.rden of Gethsemane, but- the
Lord had yet more.to.say to his loved ones,
" In his great love and sympathy for them he

‘”'t -:As Jesus did- for’ men, :

111 The  Vine - a,im' the L

R Lesson van.‘
- Oh "hdppy ba.nd of pilgmms )
© " If onward ye will tread, - -
‘With' Jesus as your” l‘ellow, T
To Jesus -as your Head

;Oh happy 1f ye Iabor

Oh, happy . it :ye suffer - RO
As Jesus suffened then'

* The: cross that Jesus ca,rnedi B o

- He carried-as your ‘due. ;- :
The crowa that:Jesus wemreth :
He weareth 1t for you Lo

A Q.-" ' ::The trxals which beset. you,

.Y The-sorrows.ye endure,
*“The manifold . temptatione
thch dea.th alone can. cure— -

R 'Wha,t are they bnt I-Iis Jewels

7 Of right celestial'worth 2~ o
‘What are they but .the ladders - *

- Set up to Heaven from earth ?

40h, happy band of pﬂgrlms,
“Press onward to:the. skies,:
When 'such a light aflliction
. Shall win so glea.t a prize !
‘—Old Hymn. :
o Sugaestnons. _
Jehovah is-thé Husbandma.n of the vine-

'img.—Rom. il

Ma,y "7 -—Paﬁe{ngi continuanee vm

J umor ‘C ,lE‘

- Ma.y 7-—What are ‘Fome little tu;lents we"‘- e
jshould use for Chnsd:"——Matt XXV., 14 30 u

had comforted’ them with the assurance Of yard, he is the planter and owner, though

their salvation and.the promise ‘of his speedy he haslet it out to hireling husbandmen or
return, now he teaches them the.necessity -‘farmers (Matt, xxi, 33-41). The vineyard is
of continuous and absolute dependence upon ‘s type of. God’s people or the church. The
him, their everliving Saviour. ‘wood of the grape vine, when cut off, is of

- In the beautiful figure of the grape vin® . no use at all except to bum It is too cxook—

_and its branches and fruit, Christ explains
. to his ‘followers what it means to depend -
He is the eternal .-

-upon -him. He s Life,
- source of life to all believers. He is the vine
giving life. to -all. the.branches and causing
them to bring forth fruit. ’ .

Jehovah is the husbandman 01 owzer of
.the vmeya.ldw He it.is who cuts. off those
-branches which have never been tr ‘uly united
~to the Vme, and so have.no life nor power to
bear fruit. -+ But the branches- wlich are
‘united. to- the -Liord: Jesus : Christ +and -are
-bringing forth fruit must be. constantly: prun-
(ed ‘and- purified .that they.may-bring-forth "
.more fruit to the glory of God.

The Christian' must abide in Christ.” As’
.the branch must -be in perfect connection
with'the vine to have any life; so the Chris-
tian must be perfectly united to Christ.” The
pranch -severed from the vine withers and
-dies, invariably. But he that abides in the
Lord Jesus, the son! in living union with its

- favicur, will brng f01 th much funt to the

glory of God. .
If we abide in Chnst and hls wmds and
‘thoughts abide in us, we may ask what we -
will and it shall be doide for us, becauge our
desires will be those which he has given us,
- and their fuifilment will be to his glory.
The purified life brings forth fruit. The
vine’s: branches must be pruned and trdined -
with a sharp knife, the Christian’s life must

be cleansed and trained by trials and temp-
. tations,

thus " does the wise Husbandman
bring-the fruit to perfeetlon The love of
Jehovah for Christ is immeasurably eternal,
and’ surpassing: the bounds of thought, Our
‘Saviour declares that with this same love he
.eares for every ome of his followers. The
love ‘of Christ to Jehovah is shown by perfect
.obedience. So would-our Lord have us show -
our love to him by keepmg his' commands,
and by seeking always.in all’ thlnga to know
lus will and do-it. .

_The hours of trial, of: temptatxon of sa.crx-
ﬁce and of sufferm" were close at hand, yet
our Lord spoke of joy. - ‘“These things have

T spoken unto you, that my Joy might re-
mam in_you, and that ‘your joy might be . -

Cfull” Not ahy joy that could spring from an
earthly ‘source, their circumstances were to
" be of the most painful and depressing for
_the next three days, but ‘the joy of the Lord’

" was to sustain them, the joy of being loved -

. by the Father, and the gladness of the prom-
. Ise of the’ Comfm ter. o

Tne Blble Class

‘The Husbandman.'—Isa. v., 1-7; Psa. lxm,
7-16 -Hos. x., 1; 1L Tim. ii,, 6 Jas. v., 7, 8.
d ‘Abidmg ——Luke -xix.,, ‘B3 xxiv, 29 Jobn- .
xit., 34, 44-46; I. Cor. vil., 24 I Tlm ii., 13;-
I Pet i.,
6,14, 15, 24 IL John 9 Psa. xcx,l 4° CXXV.,

1' 2.

‘l‘rult *~>psa, i., 1-3 " Prov, x1,.30 Luhe
in, 8,.9; vi., 43, 44 xhi 6 9; .Tohn iv., 85,
36 Jas: m 117, 18 . »

ed’'and soft to be used in any way. The only

_use of the'vihe is fruit’ bearmg

Vital connection with the vine must wither
‘and d1e The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace, long:suffering, gentleness, goodness'

‘faith, ‘meekness,  temperance, These are

mostly things to be, not-'things to do, The .

“branch- does ‘not Work 'to’ bring forth fruit,
the*only cond1tion of fruit bearing~is per-

must be joined to our Lord Jeésus Christ and

-Hig life -flowing’ throughiis. _will bring forth

“the-fruits of love. and’ obedience to God.’
“He- purgeth it.’ If the branches were al-
lowed to grow wild their friit would be worth

very little, So the prunmg knife must be °

‘used, the branch may not look so well or
feel so well after the knife has” been used,
but it is wortn far more, and ready to bea.r
‘better fruit. ‘Whom' the Lord loveth he
chasteneth,’” Man' could not become holy if
‘he were never tempted or tried or afilicted,
it is only by fighting the 'battle well that a
. man is proved a good soldier.
are allowed by God, so that we may learn
to trust him.” The pur"mg and cleansing
are necessary to make us fit temples for the
* Holy . Ghost. "The heart in which God dwells
must be as clean-as heaven itself, for hea-
ven is where God is. The blood of Jesus
"Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin..
‘We must abide in. Christ, no matter what
‘our. circumstances are, 'Some of us think
and. say .a good deal”about *a sense 'of his
pre.,ence,” sometimes rejoicing in it, some-
times going mourning all the day- ]ong be-
cause we haveit not; praymg for it, and not
always seeming to receive what we. ask;
measiiring our own position, and sometlmes

evén that of others by it; now on the heights,’

‘now in the depths obout it. And all this
Apml-hke gleam and gloom instead of steady
summer glow, because we are turning .our
attention upon the sense of his presence, in-
stéad of the changeless reality of 1t' ’—Fra.n-
. ces Rldley Havergal. ..

Practzcal Pomts.

Jesus ‘is the-'source of the’ Spmtual life,
as .the bva.nch% receive :the -sap ‘from the
trunk. .- God, the wise husbandman, takes
care: of both vine and branclies (verse 1).

a.nd there. So God takes away earthly com-
‘forts ‘and friends that we may 1est more
firmly on him (verse 2)..

The-Word ¢f -God is powexful fo clea.nse
the human heart (verse 3).

Union with the Vine is the secret of hfe

in-the.branches (verses 4-7).

- ‘Pruit” bearing. is -thé aim of every one
23; 1. John ii,, 6 10 17, 24, 28; iu,.-whose life 1s lmked w1th the Messxah (verse :

8)

Qur Iove to G«od always grows out -.of hisg
love to us, and obedience is the outcome of
love:{verses. 9, 10; also'I. John iv.-19). -
There is no joy equal to that which comes

N

:The branch which in. any way loses its ,

.The trials.

~nightly ‘spree and dog-fight.

.The husbandman lops- off.a. branch here

The Catechlsm on Beer.

(By Juha Colman, Na.txonal Tempera.nce
: Pubhcation House)

: LESSON XI[—THE PLEASURES OF

BEDR-DRINKING .

* "I‘ra.nquxl plea.sures are-the most durable.’
Is beer pleasant:to-the taste? -

. To the begmner it 1s usua.lly nauseous and :
bitter, -

‘Why do people contmue to drink it if they
disllke it? . .

" They are led on by the example of old top~
ers, by the custom” of treating, and by the

1dea that -it ‘is not'polite to refuse-it when

offered.
On what" occa.sxons are these temptations

‘most common‘?

On all sccial’ ‘cccasions, but especially when

‘young people -aré out together.

Dr. 7. M. Walden' says: ‘The (beer) hall

‘and the girden attract thousands who would
shrink from the saloon. Multitudes of young.

men who never. before crossed the threshold

of 'a drinking- -place, have contrascted tastes. -

and formed habits that are alwa,ys perllous

;and too” often fatal! -
. feet union Wwith the life of the, vine. - 'S we .

“What..can be done "bo a.void thxs socia.l

: beer-drmkmg" o
.. Alivays kxn.dly but. ﬂrmly refuse the beer '
_,when offered, Let all your friends ‘and. ac-
quamtances know that you never take 1!;

‘It is no more necessary to. ask the friend
you meet to.take a drink, than it is to take
a :hat or a handkerchief. - For home and
social entertainment nuts and fruit of some
kind .are more attractive than drinks.  En-

- tertainment with music, conversation, - pic-

tures, and curios, is better than- with eating
or drmklng

‘What can a young man say when asked to

“drink for friendship’s sake?

Ask to be excused, shake hands, and say
those are the best frlends that never dnnk
for. drink often makes quarrels.

Qught h« to fall in with thelr habits if
he has no other company?

He would better remain alone till he finds .

those who . respect his ﬁrmness and hig ab-
stinence. '
George Stephenson when only fifteen, a

_poor fireman in a colliery, used to remain in -

the pit alone and study his engine, while
his fellow-workmen went off on their fort~
Those lonely
studies prepared  and led the -way to. his
great railroad inventicns, ‘and he’ at last be-

~came the guest of kings and princes.

Where clse’ wre boys and gn‘ls lia.ble to be
.tempted? )

‘At those groceries where bottled ale and
other liquors are Lept

‘What ofher danger -is there in dealing with
,grooers who Xeep such liguors - C

Liquors may be sent to the house cha.rged
.under the name of other family, supplies.

How does beer-drinkmg affect the dlSpOSl—
tion?

It makes the dr mker morose and sour.
" The half tipsy toper of any drink does not
half: know what he is- about. -Anyone who
wants keen enjoyment should have all his

senses -at lhe brightest and ‘keenest, so a3

to.take in.all-the fun that is going.
“What striking proof have we of the mis-

.ery-in beer? - .

S About two-thnds of the suicides in this

'eountry are thosge of beer drunkards.

“What, then, must we think of. the p]eae

‘ures of beer—drmkm

That "as it bmngs ill-heo.lth quanels,
moroseness, and sulicide, its pleaeures do not
equal 1ts SCITOWS. :




