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lege unto this day. These are called the Syro-Romaa
Churches, and are principally situated ou the sea coast.

" The Churches in the iinterior w ould iot yield to Rome.
After a show of submission for a little while. they proclaiin-
ed eternal War against the Inquisition ; they hid their
books, fled to the inountains, and souglit the protection of
the Native princes, who had always been proud of their
alianice.

- f wo centuries lad elapsed without any part icular infor-
ination conceining the b rian Chiistiaiis in Malay-Ala. It
Iasdoubted by many whether they existed at all ; but if

they did exist, it nas thought most probable that they must
possess soine interesting documents of Christian antiquity.
'T'le Author conceived the design of visiting them. il prac-
ticable, in his tour through lindoostan. He presentied a
short memoir on the subjct in 1805, to Marquis Wellesley,
then Governor Geier.d of fidia; m ho was pleased to give
orders that every facility should be albrded to him in the
prosecution of hi inquiries. About a year after that No-
bleinan had left india, the Author proceeded on his Tour.
Jt was necessary that lie should visit first the Court of the
]Rajah of Travancore, iii whose dominions the Syriani Chris-
tians resided, that he might obtiain permission to pass to
their counitry. The tm o chief objects which le proposed
to himself in exploring the state of this ancient people,
were these: First, to investigate their literature and histo-
ry. and to collect Biblical nanuscripts. Secondly, if lie
should fimd them to be an intelligent people, and well ac-
quainted with the Syriac Scriptures, to endeavour to make
them instruments of illuminating the Southern part of hidia,
by engaging them in translating their Scriptures into the
Native Laniguages. He Lad reason to believe that this had
not yet been done ; and lie was prepared not to wonder at
the delay, when he rellected how long it was before his own
countrymen began to think it their duty to make versions of
the Scriptures, for the use of other nations.

'From the palace of Trevancore I proceeded to Mavely-
car, and thenceto the hils at the bottom of the high Ghauts
which divide the Carnatic from Mlalay-ala. The face of
the country in general, in the vicinity of the mountains, ex-
hibits a varied scene of hill and dale, and winding streams.
These streams fall from the mountains, and preserve the
vallies in perpetual verdure. The woods produce pepper,
cardimoms and cassia, er common ciinamon; also fran-
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