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sidiary questions. Thus it may be moved to lay one of them on the
table, to postpone, or to commit it. As a general rule, however, the
adoption of the subsidiary motion does not necessarily carry the main
propositi:n under debate with it; but, the incidental question being
laid on the table, or postporied, or otherwise disposed of by a subsidiary
motion, the main discussion i resumed as if no such incidental question
had been made. This rie, althoughî general, is not universal, and the
exception must be determined by the nature of each question.

CHAPTER XIX.
OF QESTIONS 0P ORDER.

In any assembly of persons met together for the purposes of delib-
eration an d discussion, no satisfaictory result can b attained unless the
discussion is regulated by weil-known and generally recognized rules.
It is by such rules only that order and decorum can b maintained dis-
cord and confusion prevented. and a concurrent harniony of opinioes be
reachod. These are therefore the rules of order, and their importance
is such that it becomes the interest of every member to see thema
enforced.

Rules of order relate to the present actiQn of the body, not to any
past or r. 3pective proceedings. They prescribe the charmcter of the
motions that may be made, the time at vhich they ought to be made,
and the precedency of one motion over another; they impose the nec-
essary limits to debate, and indicate the bounds beyond which it is not
lawfuil for a speaker to pass i n his discussion of the question before the
body.

Every permanent deliberative body adopts a code of rules of order to
suit itself; but thero are certain rules, derived from what may be called
the commonlaw of parliament, the wisdom of which having b3en proven
by long experience, they have been deemed of force at ail tinies and
places, and are, with a few necessary exceptions, as applicable to Lodges
and Chapters as to other societies.

These universal rules oforder, sanctioned by uninterrupted usage and
approved by all authorities may be enumerated under the following
distinct heads, as applied to a masonic body:

1. Two independent original propositions cannot be presented at the
saiie time to the meeting. .f a Lodge is discussing a motion, ne othor
independent motion can be entertained, aitiiough a subsidiary one May,
until the first is disposed of.

2. A subsidiary motion cannot be offered out of its rank ofprecedence
Thus, when a motion has been made to lay any proposition on the
table, it would be a breacli of order to attempt to supersede that motion
by one to commit or to postpone.

2. When a brother intcnds to ,peak, ho is required to.stand up in his
place, and to address hiiself always to the presiding officer. It is a
breach of order to address any other member or brother during the
debate.

4. When two or more breliren rise nearly at the same time, the
presiding officer vill indicate, by mentioning his nanie, the one who,
in his opinion, is entitled to tlie floor.

5. A brother is not to b interrupted by any other member, except
for the purpose of calling him to order, nor while ho is on the floor ca n
any motion be made or question put.


