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PRIZE ISAY plant is a native of Tropical Ainerica. When
ON AGRICCLTUR AND ITS AlVANTAGES As A PrSUIT. fond vild the tuber is about the size ofa coin-

mon chesnut and not by any neans palatable ; but
BY WILLIAM IIUTTON, BELLEVILLE. how valable as food both in quality of nutri-

-- ment and facility of production is almost beyond
[Rend before a meeting of the Acricuiltural Aoei. calculation ! In ils niaturai state there would

tittin of tpper Caaidat, at their Anmttal Exhibition ai not bo *1. civt. on an acre, (couild an acre of themu
Irickville, Seit. 25, 1851: to whici was awred' " be found,) but vhen the fariner applies his power
Godl Medal of the' value of £10; given hy the Di-
rectors of the Johnstowni District Agricultural - ani skill ofcuitivation, ive frquently sc an acre
ciety prouice from six to eight tois, i. e. from 2-1.0

bushels to 310, in iis country, and even much
"Hethat stwo hes of grass to grow where more in the Old Countries. Within the last

only oneo grew hefure is a beiefactor of his comiitry."- centur t cultivation of this plant has produced

.-... ainumerable varieties of shape, size, colour, and

Squality. Sir Walter Raleigh imported them in-
If his cotto ite how ratia benetr to Britain froma Virrginia, and directed his atten-
ofhis cunrymst b gtion to their cultivation in his garden in Ireland.

Thch swich the power and sscepi- t is related that his gardener being ordered to
bility of cultivation aire able to elfect on the supply the cook with a dish of tbem,gathered the
vegetab e kngdom, as well as the animal, are seed apples or buttons (as tliey are sometimes
trully wonderfuil. Nature has boiuntilfully and called) and had then sent up much to his mas-
beautifidly endowed every vegetable, whethr ter's dismay. le had no idea that it vas the
root, llower, or fruit witi a certain capability of luber thtat was edible, and the gardener only dis-
change, according to circumnstances of soil, cli- covered his mistake whilen in trenching the gar-
mate or position ;-and the farimer or gardener den for the winter frosts, lie turned out the first
who juidiciously practices upon this power lias improved potatoes

dsucceededu, and willdever he able to succee in
rearing products far superior to their natural ori-
«inals, as to beur but slight resembliance to them.
l a state of natureajmost ail plants are confined

to certain localities suitable to their nature in soit
or climate, and if allowed to remain uncultivated
and unremoved will retain their natural condi-
tion; butas soon as removed to a more congeni-
al soi], or a better climate, or even cultivated in
their own soit and climate, they undergo a change
clearly discernable in their external character in
sone point or other. In some descriptions of
plants the change is greater in their roots,-in
others il their leaves and stems; and in others
in their blossoms and fruits. By continued cul-
tivation these changes are transmitted through
'successive races; but if the stimulus be kept up
plants again wili degenerate Io theirnatural con-
dition. Take as an example the potatoe: This

The turnip too is another example of the
power of cultivation-it has been changed not

only in colour froia vliite and yellow to purple
and green, but in iveight also, fron . ounces to
2.lbs! The carrot tog, whiclh in ils natural state
is a slender- root of a yellowish white colour
about te size of a common quili is now ieta-
morphosed into a deep red or orange colour,
about the size of a man's arm Such is the ef-
feet of cultivation and removal to a richer sr il,
wlere it meets with ail the elements essentia! to
ils growth, and wiiere ils bed is deepened and
softened to admit the easy expansion of the root
in èvery direction.

Plants justlike animals have a tendency to re-
produce their own qualities in their offspring, an
the skilful farmer taking advantage of this fea-
ture is enabled to rear such descriptions as best


