
238 AGRICULTURIST AND JOURNAL

the management of forests. and much good has been done. One Curious result brought
out by the Scottish Arboricultural Society is this, and it may stagger the Canadian
farner, that while forests have through neglect been ruinous to nany proprietors in
Britain, still, wihen properly cared for by yearly pruning and thiinning, they not only
repay all the labor bestowed upon them, but yield, on good soils, as profiable a return
as wheat or green crop..

Now, I do not expect that we cat secure for nany years to cone the saine aniount
of labor for the rcaring of natural or artificial forests as is now bestowed in many parts
of Scotland and England but I do not sec how thiis brancli of industry should be
neglected-how, for examiple, our Canadian forests, especially in the nîeighborhood of
towns, should not bo pruneil and thinnîed, so as to secure a full and regilar crop of
good timber, instead of the trecs being allowed to grow indiscriminately, forminilg a
tangled wildern'es, where the good trees, choked by useless undergrowth, scarcely aWford
a reward for the labor of fellin.. There is also to be found in Canada land not adapted
for heavy corn crops, but adnirably adapted for tituber, whici would undîloubtedlyyield
a profitable return if planted with suitable trees.

These suggestions I offer as the first thouîghts of a stranzer on looking abroad upon
the country. They may appear ill-adapted to the wants of the country ut the present
time. It may scn that I have formed an erroneous appreciation of Canada when I
recommend the growing of timber, as well as the growing of corn. Butboth arc neces-
sary for the suîccessful developient and permanent success of a country like this. While
in the mnidt of abudance we are apt to ieglect provision for the future in regard to a
erop like timber whieh requires half-a-life time for its development. But assuredly, if
we do not anticipate and provide, the timne will conte when nany districts of Canada,
like all other civilized countries, will feel the wAint; year by year, as the agricultural
resources of Canada are more fully developed, the natural supplies of timber wvil]
decrease. Need I further allude to the effective nicans of decorating our cities, which
are so fully afforded by our native trees. lI Kingston a custoni prevails to some extent
of lining the streets with tres, to overshadov the passer-by. li oriental countries it
is a publie duty. li Kingston I trust the taste will extend. But trees are not appre-
ciated here as they are even in Britain. I know that if such natural avenues of gigantie
eedars as you have not far fron this city were found within the length and breath of
Scotland, they would be all grubbed up by McGiashen's transplanters in the course of
a weck, and transferred to tLie pleasure grotnds of Ediiburgh Advocates. Why should
we not have sone of teti in Kingston, that, in the oriental language of Eiperor
Akbar, ''their sweet odors muay reach every one, and that from those luxuries a voi.,c
nay go forth to travellers calling them to rest in the cities where their every w'ant will

be supplied."
I have thus thrown out a few hintt that may suggest inquiry or discussion or contra-

diction. It will be strange if I have talked so long without dropping some thought
that may take root in soe one' s mind. One thing is certain, that I have not been
sowing on a stony soil; and if perciance oie seed shall grow up and bear goodly fruit,
I shall know thiat it vas not all chaff.

The lecture was illustrated throughout by reference to drawings, &c.

A3SORBENT POWER OF SOIL.

Absorption, defiied by Wtebster as Il the act oi piocess of imbibing by substances
which drink in and reàiia liquids," is a quaiity possessed by all soius in a greatrer or less
degrce. And of this difference in capacity, espeialily az regirds abs rbing and retain-
ing man. res, sotnething lias Io-g been knaw, snd has given rise to the application of
the termts "iungry" and "quick," to loose aid gravelly soils, because they do not
long show the eflect, anîd speedily manifest the actton of muanures, while c:ays are said
to " hod' the fertilizing mtatters applied. The investigations of chenmistry show that
besides what would naturaily result froin the different mîechatnicaîl action--the compact.
ness or porosity of the soil-there are dfferences in their chemical affir.ities for acids,
alkalies and gasses, which vary tieir powers of absorbing anid retaining the elements
of fertility derived froni manures.

Loam and alutnitnous soils were found by Prof. Way to possess the power, when used
as a leach or filter, of retaining the ammonia, hoporic acid, potashi, etc., contained in
the drainage of a London sever-thie very elements mnost valuable for manure-and to


