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country, the foldiers on fhore having offered four
roubles a bottle for it. We could not but admire
this extraordinary facrifice, knowing how much
the failors felt, when abridged or deprived of
their grog. Indeed, they never had that article
withheld from them but in warm weather, that
they might enjoy a greater proportion when it

was moft neceffary ; but this generous propofal .

would deprive them of it, even in the inclement
feafon we had naturally to expet in our northern
expedition. The officers, however, would not
permit them to fuffer by their generofity, and
fubftituted, in the room of the {mall quantity of
brandy, which the Major confented to accept, an
equal quantity of rum. A dozen or two of Cape
wine for Madame Behm, and fome other trifling
prefents which we were enabled to make, were
accepted with'great politenefs. - The tobacco was
diftributed the next morning, among the crews
of both veffels ; every man that chewed or fmoked

tobacco being allowed three pounds, and the

others only one.
It has been obferved that the Major had re-

figned the commmand of Kamtfchatka, and was

fpeedily to repair to Peterfburgh; and he now
exprefled his willingnefs to convey any difpatches
we might chufe to commit to his care. Such an
opportunity was not to be negletted ; and Cap-
tain Clerke requefted him to take the charge of
fome papers relative to our Ir Voyage, 1o the Britith

Ambaf-

o L

B SR R R 5

]

e W

[



