
" A SKIN FOR A SKIN."

gone at tle head of a band of thirty braves
and their families to make war on the
Flatheads "on the Western Ocean of
America." They were from autumn un-
til the next April in making the jour-
ney, and they "saw many Black Fish
spouting up in the sea." It was a case of
what the Irish call " spoiling for a fight,"

their wildest period were tremendous.
Far up in the wilderness of British Amer-
ica there are legends of visits by the Iro-
quois. The Blackfeet believe that their
progenitors roamed as far south as Mex-
ico for horses, and the Crees of the plains
evinced a correct knowledge of the coun-
try that lay beyond the Rocky Mountains
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for they had to journey fifteen hundred
miles to meet " enemies " whom they nev-
er had seen, and who were peaceful, and
inhabited more or less permanent-villages.
The plainsmen got more than they sought.
They attacked a village, were outnumber-
ed, and lost half their force, besides hav-
ing several of their men wounded. On
the way back all except the man who
told the story died of fatigue and famine.

The journeys which Indians made in

in their conversations with the first whites
who traded -with them. Yet those white
men, the founders of an organized fur
trade, clung to the scene of their first
operations for more than one hundred
years, while the bravest of their more
enterprising rivals in the Northwest Com-
pany only reached the Pacific, with the
aid of eight Iroquois braves, one hundred
and twenty years after the English king
chartered the senior company! The

383


