AGAINST THE ONONDAGAS. -156

Those writers who, relying on the map, locate the fort
on Canandaigua Lake, lose sight of the fact that it dis-
charges its waters into Lake Ontario through the Clyde,
Seneca and Oswego rivers, whereas the map places the
fort on a stream which empties into Lake Ontario at a
point much further west. In considering the question of
distance, it must be borne in mind, that the attacking
party was on foot, advancing cautiously towards a formid-
able- enemy, in a hostile and unexplored country, desti-
tute of roads and abounding in dense forests, numerous
rivers and miry swamps. Under such circumstances,
incumbered as they were with their implements of war
and other effects, their progress must have been slow.
The distances which are given by Champlain, being
measured only by time, are consequently over-estimated.
On their retreaf, they had become more familiar.with the
country, and under the stimulus of an enemy in the rear,
accomplished their return with much greater rapidity.

From Stony Point where they landed, to Onondaga Lake, *

following in part the beach of Lake Ontario, is fifty-three
miles, by the shortest possible line, as measured on a relia-
ble map. But it would have been impossible for such an
expedition to pursue so direct a course, owing to the
necessity of moving circumspectly, and of seeking the most
convenient -and practicable route through an unknown
wilderness. It would not be unreasonable to deduct at
least one-ifth from the number of leagues stated by
Champlain, in order to arrive at the actual air line dis-
tance between the place where he landed and the Iroquois
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