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PRE-COLUMBIAN AMERICA.

At the time of its settlement by Euro-
peans the Indians of ‘a large part of Nerth
America depended upon agriculture for their
living. The commonly received idea that'they
lived chiefly upon™the products of the chase
is an error, for, however true this may have
been of the Indians of the Plains it did not
apply to those of the Atlantic slope of  the
Continent and a considerable part of the area
west of the: Appalachian range. Their chief
food was maize, for that reason known as In-
dian c@rn, of ‘more commonly simply as corn..
This plant is not found in a wild state and no
one knows: where it originated. It is said
to have been known in China .a very long

time ago, and a few grains of it are said to-

have been found in a-tomb at Athens. Some
persons have claimed ‘that it was the *corn”
of Egypt; but if this is the case, it is diffi-
cult to explain how its cultivation could have
been _completely. abamdoned in ‘the Old
World: before the discovery of Am-
erica. Corn seems to be the plant
which requires human intervention for its
preservation, seeing that although it has
been cultivated in America for centuries it
1s never found growing wild. Two expla-
nations of its existence are possible. One of
them is that it is the result of experiment,
that some Pre-Columbian horticulturist -cen-
turies upon centuries ago produced it by a
process of hybridization; the other is that it
was a food plant of pre-glacial man, and that
some of the grains were preserved throughout
that period of desolation. But whatever the
explanation may be, the use of Indian corn
over a vast area of the Western Hemisphere
calls for a long period during which the in-
habitants had made some progress in civiliza-
tion and carried on some kind of commerce.
Dr. Charles Conrad Abbo}:t, in a mono-
raph on archaeology, says that previous to
tgenpthousand years: Ego the Indians of the At-
lantic coast had attained a somewhat advanced
stage of civilization, and that then some ter-
rible calamity or series of calamities befell
them. He thinks that they were slowly, but
steadily, making'a new advance, when the Eu-
ropean invasion came, although it is glaxmed
by others that the Indians of the Fifteenth
Century were in a period of arrested develop-
ment. Whatever may be the explanation, it
seems certain that great injustice has been
done these people, who have been representd
as cruel, treacherous and fond of war. The
truth of the matter is that they did no more
than others would have done, if their lands
had been invaded by a strange race, as utterly
regardless of their rights as the European set-
tlers of : Amgerica were. I}[agplly&%g" who
told the stories® of -those'days lqok_ ? %pon
everything from the European point of view:
Religious prejudices blinded their eyes to the
good quality of men, who worshipped the Great
Spirit instead of God, although a little thought
should have shown them that the object of
worship was the same in both cases. Lust of
gold caused, them to forget every spirit of hon-
or and morality. Their vices .poisoned the
blood of the red men. Their weapons made
them reckless in their dealings with a proud
and valiant race. And when they had worked

out their own sweet will in rapine, plunder and .

bloodshed, they sat down and wrote the story
of it all, and took good care to put the Indians
always in the wrong. The barbarous theory
that “the only good Indian is a dead Indian”
shows the Red Man not as he was in pre-Co-
lumbian days, but as he was after contact for
two hundred years with European viciousness
and injustice. But interesting as speculation
is as to the origin of the Indians of North Am-
crica and the progress attained by them at an
early period in ‘their history, it must be ad-
mitted with  reluctance that there are few
data which justify definite conclusions.

At some prehistoric period a race of men
known as the Mound-builders were widely
distributed over the Continent. An attempt
has been-made to identify these people with
the present Indian population, but it has not
been very successful. There seems to be some
relation ‘between mound-building and pyra-
mids, for all the intermediate stages between
a rude mound and a finished pyramid are
found on the American continent. The num-
ber of these mounds is very great. In Ohio
alone, 1,500 mounds of stone and 10,000 of
earth have been found. The word:“mound,” it
may be observed, is here used to describe 2
class of structures, which are not mecessarily
merely heaped-up masses, but may assume the
shape of walls or some resemblance to ani-
mals, such as the great elephantine mound,
which, accidentally or otherwise, bears a
striking resemblance to an elephant or masto-
don, the great serpent mound, and so on. Their
height varies from 5 to 30 feet, and their area
from a few acres up to a square mile in one
known instance. They are of various forms,
circular, oval, square or several-sided. Fre-
quently they are surrounded by a wall and
sometimes by more than one. Brief references
may be made to some of them. One is on the
Ohio river. It is goofeet in circumference and
70 feet:high, and is in the form of a truncated
cone; that is, it does not come to a point. Its
cubic contents are equal to those.of the third
Pyramid. This mound has been opened. At
a distance of 111 ieftdfgm" tl({lle outsé(_l! a vau‘lit
excavated in theé solid ground was iscovered.
It was sa%'y 12 feet in area and 7 feet high, and
its sides:and roof had been of timber, which
had rotted. Two human skeletons were found
in this chamber. 'One of them‘was surround-
ed by 650 ivory beads and an .ivory orna-
ment. Above this vault or chamber was an-
other, and in it was a skeleion ornamented
with copper rings, plates of mica and bone
beads, and more than two thousand discs cut
from shells. In North Carolina a mound was

opened and found to contain the skeleton of a*

man, who must have been at least 7 feet tall
and built in proportion. Under and around
this skeleton were remains of fire. In a
mound “in Ohio 54 copper ornaments were
found; they had been beaten oiit of their or-
iginal shape before being buried; stone orna-
ments and a great quantity of mica were also
found in this mound. The serpent mound is
in Ohioy'it is 1,300 feet in length. The mounds
of Central and South America are usually of
stone and of pyramidal shape, but in every
case they seem to be truncated. They are buiit
of stone, and the blocks are usually very large.
“In one instance, in Peru, they measure 16 feet
each ‘way. The skill necessary to quarry such
vast masses of rock; to transport them to their
present location, and to put them in place
must have been very great, and no satisfactory
explanation has ‘ever been given of it. There
is. no.reason to suppose that the builders of
these huge structures made use of animals for
traction purposes. To move a mass of rock
weighing at least 500 tons would task the in-
gentiity of modern builders; yet these abori-
ginal races moved many. of them, and trans-
sported them for considerable distances. In
respect t6 such achievements we can do little
‘more than accept the facts as we find them.
Any explanation of how such things were ac-
complished can be little more than a guess;
but that they were done necessarily implies a
-very considerable development of ‘mechanical
skill, a boldness of architectural conception, a
long period of settled government and a nu-
merous population: If we could unlock the
stone-house "of pre-Columbian mysteries a
wealth of surprise would doubtless be brought
" to light.’ : 3

ENGLISH SOVEREIGNS

It was nearly two years after his father’s
death that Edward I. reached England. Dut-
ing his absence from the realm he had de-
termined upon a line of policy, and to carry it
into effect, he summoned a Parliament in the
following year, 1275, and submitted to it the,
First Statute of Westminster. This was a
summary of such portions of the Great Char-
ter as seemed necessary to be preserved, and
the substance of the Provisions of Oxford
and the Statute of Marlborough, as well as
certain recent rules that had been a‘hopted for
administratiVe purposes. There was little, if
anything, in it that could be said to be abso-
lutely new. Up to the closing years of the
reign of Henry II. the only income of the state
and the only money employed for public pur-
poses were derived directly or indirectly from
the land. Personal property was exempt, and

“the “taxes upon the land were limited. t6 ‘cer- .

tain amounts payable on certain occasions.
When the people of the boroughs gave money,
they did so voluntarily in exchange for con-
cessions, or simply through expediency.
Henry II’s advisers saw in the commerce of
the Kingdom and the accumulations of the
merchants, a source of revenue that was whol-
ly untéuched, and in respect to which there
were no restrictions, as in the case of lands
held under feudal tenure. The personal prop-
erty taxation was at first:levied upon property.
already in the Kingdom, but by a strained
construction of the law, by which it was held
that foreigners bringing goods into the coun-
try should pay for their protection, a "system
of licenses to foreign merchants was devised,
which in the course of time was developed-into
a tax on imports. A tax on the export of wool
was added by Edward to those already exact-
ed. This was done on the advice of Italian
bankers.
enue of the Crown was derived from land,
from moveable property, from . exports and
imports. The first of these was settled by the
customs of feudalism; the .others were im-
posed by the consent of Parliament. There-
fore it may be fairly claimed that in view of
the assimilation of the various nationalities in-
habiting England into a homogeneous peo-
ple, the recognition of the passage of . the
Crown from father to son by descent without
the formality of an election, the constitution of
the courts, the reservation by parliament of the
right to impose taxation and the admission by
the Crown that the Common Law bound the
Sovereign as fully as the subject, the Eng-
land of Edward I was the Tngland of today.
with such variations .as have been evolved in
the passage of the centuries since that time.

. Among the institutions which lost shape
in Ed\fvard’s reign were the three divisions of
the ng’s Court, into the Exchequer, which
dealt with matters of prevenue; the Common
Pleas which had jurisdiction over suits be-
tween subjects, and the King’s Bench, which
.dealt' with' criminol offences, and all matters
relating to the rights of the King. These
courts concerned themselves chiefly with the
enforcement of the customs of ‘the realm
or the Common Law as it came to be
called, which began to take regular form be-
cause the system of reporting decisions came
into effect, and judges had the rulings of their
predecessors to guide them, About that time
also the Court of Chancery came into existence
although it was not so called. The principal
underlying this court may be briefly stated.
Notwithstanding the recognition of the bind-
ing character of the Common Law as inter-
preted by the judges, the King. remained the
fountain of justice, and it was-a part of his
d}&:theoré&cally at least, to see that no man
suf:

that the strict application of the law did. in-
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ustice in individual cases, and.then an appeal

; /iay. to-the King, who, not having time or pos-

" sibly the knowledge sufficient to enable him
to deal with them, turned them over to his
Chancellor. The Court of Chancery was

- therefore originally the Court of Chancellor,

»

Thus we find then in 1275 the rev-

red wrong. Yet it frequently occnrred

and so, indeed it is today, although it has since
became one of the formal institutions of the
One of the chief acts of Edward’s reign was
his suppression of ‘the power of the great bar-
nation and is no:longer dependent upon the
will of ‘the Sovereign. »
ons, whereby he put an end to their private
wars, and to their occasional forays upon

“peaceful communities for no other purposes

than plunder. In order to reduce the influence
of the baronage, the King in 1278 summoned
all freeholders, whose lands were of the value
of £20 to receive knighthood, an order which
some of them were very backward in obeying,
He also curtailed the power of the clergy and
caused Parliament to enact the Statute of
Mortmain, which prohibited the alienation of
land to the Church. He also deposed' the ec-
clesiastical” courts of their jurisdiction over
questions affecting the.property of the Church.
Among the other measures: of his reign were
the Statute of Merchants, which provided for
the registration and collection of debts, the
establishment of the law of dower, the reor-
ganization of the national militia, the estab-
lishment of the office of Justice of the Peace,
or Conservators of the Peace, as they were
originally called, and others of perhaps not
less importance. In 1295 the King summoned
a Parliament in order to receive supplies for
carrying on a war on the Continent. This
Parliament consisted of the barons, the
knights and the representatives of the bor-
oughs. It is notable that the merchants and
the knights were very unwilling to accept their
new responsibilities, and. there are records of
men held to bail to compel their attendance
at Parliament. The number of barons at this
time was less than one hundred, and there had
as yet been no separation of Parliament into
two houses. From 1295 onward the will of
Parliament became the law of the iand. It
was no longer necessary to refer to the Great
Charter or to other comcessions granted by
kings. The fact that Pdrliament so ordained
a thing made it the law of the land, and from
that day to the present England has been un-
der parliamentary government, in theory at
least, without interruption. ~

Regarded - from a constitutional point of
view, the reign of Edward I. was the most im-
portant in the history of England; and it can
be said of him with justice that his own good
sense and high principles contributed much to
making it such. It must not be supposed that
this great king was faultless, for the story of
his dealings with-Seetland shows that he could
bé at times mérgiless; batas this series of arti-
cles is not a history.of-Fngland, the details of
these and other thingsswlhich are a blot upon
his name need not.be ghven. Yet it would not
be right to pass © t¢onsider the reign of
Edward’s - sucéessos fhodt - mentioning’ the
name of William WHflaee, that great Scottish
hero, whose memory wéuld be worthy of pres-
ervation, if for ng other reason, because he
was the first to declare for liberty and equality
for all men,.and to be ready to die for that
great principle;

O
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THE JEWS

The expression “Thg Jews” as used in the .
. caption of this article' is intended to embrace

all the people who claim to be descended from
Abraham through his son Isaac. When in the
course of this series of articles it becomes
necessary to refer to the branch of the race,
which established a separate kingdom, it will
be spoken of as Israel. 5In view of the remark-
able part which the Jews have played in the
progress of mankind, itis singular that so little
attention is paid to their History as history.
This may be due to the fact that it is so large-
ly associated with religious worship, that its
consideration from a secular point of view has
seemed superfluous. - We are accustomed to
think of them as a people, whose career was
marked by a number of events of a more or
less miraculous nature,. and have treated it
chiefly as though it were in all respects a guide
to individual action. Hence we have lost sight
of its lessons upon national development. So
far as we-can learn there is no reasorn for sup-
posing that the Jews looked upon their own
ancient writings as an infallible record de-
rived from divine inspiration. They appear to
have esteemed them more highly thar other
nations esteemed theirs, but inspired author-
ship seems to be a doctrine of comparatively
modern -times. . o~

Before speaking of the sources of Jewish
history, it may be of interest to note a gen-
eral way what the nature of Jewish influence
has been. The God which Christendom wor-
ships is the God of the Jews, Jhvh, as it is
written, which “has wsually ‘been extend-
ed ti Jehovah, although Yawveh is. con-
siderer to be more nearly correct pronun-
ciation. The Commandments, which the
Jews claimed were delivered to them by Him,
we recognize as the foundation of our system
of laws and of Society. The Jewish concep-

tion of Creation is that which is commonly re- .

ceived. The Jewish idea of monotheism is our
idea of monotheism. Jewish literature is the
model of all modern literature. Jewish forms
of worship are models upon which Christian
forms of worship are based. Jewish names are
largely in use throughout Christendom;
among different races of Christians race names

are foupd, but im all of them we see Jewish

names in very common .use. Jewish concep-
tions of the future life are our conceptions of

.it Jewish social custom are the basis ‘of our

social customs. The Jewish tradition of a
Messiah is the basis of aur religion, and Jesus
of Nazareth;-whom we regard as the Saviour
of mankind, was a Jew. In modern art, liter-
ature, handicraft, agriculture, commerce, fin-

“auge, inventive genius and science of govern-

ment, the Jew has played a conspicuous part,

said of the civilized world that it is what the
Jews have made it. - Certainly a race, of which
these things can be truthfully said, occupies a
unique place among mankind, and its history
is well worth far greater consideration than
is popularly bestowed upon it.

Apparently we must date the beginning of
Jewish history, as we have it today, from 48g
B. C, when the people returned from cap-
tivity in Babylon. Ezra was a scribe, a priest
and a great popular leader, ranking next after
Moses in the public estimation. It is said of
him that he dictated the ancient records of the
Jews from memory; but Jewish critics have
not accepted this tradition. It seems certain,
however, that what we know as the Old Testa-
ment was collated in its present form either by
Ezra or under his direction. This compilation
by no means includes the whole of the Jewish
records, and there are many books, which have
been lost, as well as others have have been pre-
served. Some of these are referred to in the
Old Testament. The Talmud is 2 moneumen-
tal piece of Jewish literature, although it is
more a codification of laws and a commentary
upon them than historical The date at which
many of the Old Testament books were writ-
ten. For example, it is said in the Talmud
that the Book of Job was written during the
time of Moses, or about 2,500 years ago, ac-
cording to the ordinarily received chronology.
But by whom or when were they written,
there is no doubt that their production extend-
ed over a long period, and that they were ac-
cepted in their present form fully two hundred
years before the beginning of the Christian
Era. There were several versions of them, but
they agree in all substantial particulars. There
are various sources from which corroborative
accounts, apparently of a contemporary na-
ture, can be obtained. Flavius Josephus, vgho
lived during the first century of this era, is
one of the most illustrious of Jewish histor-
ians. He relied very largely upon the Biblical
books for his account of the early years of the
nation, although he incorporates extracts from
other writers preceding him. Speaking gener-
ally, it must be said that the history of the
Jews, while very lacking in detail, is suffi-
ciently complete to enable us to have a con-
nected and substantially accurate account of
their progress from the days when they first
became a nation.

O
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A Century of Fiction
XXI,
(N. de Bertrand Lugrin)
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‘Count Lyof Tolstoi

The moment we cease to work we begin to
die, is one of the theories that this Russian
novelist, philosopher, philanthropist and mis-
anthrope has clung'to consistently through his
varying opinions and shifting ideals. A very
eminent German scientist declares, though he
does not quote Tolstoy at all, that he has prov-
en the truth of the above theory, and that as
long as‘'man uses his faculties, just so long will
those faculties continue to develop and return
him a-double reward for his labour, Inactivity
of the faculties would have the same effect as
ill-use, in either case they would deteriorate.
This fact, if we may accept it as such, is a very
cheering one. It means that old age may be
completely robbed of its discomforts and senil-
ity ; and no matter how long we live, increasing
years will only mean a more gracious mental
and physical maturity. For several centuries,
or rather let us say, from time immemorial, for
the ancient'gods and goddesses were patrons of
labor, and themselves set an example to hu-

. manity by their industry and devotion to the

different arts and crafts. Work has been the
gospel preached by many philosophers, and

. now comes the scientific proof that the philo-

sophical theory is the correct one. Sometimes
it seems as it philosophy held the lamp for
science, and held it with a superb patience.

It would be a difficult mater to elucidate
Tolstoy’s exact creed, just what he believes and
why. We are told a great many contradictory
stories about him, and we have no autobiog-
raphy as yet to go by. In'the main we can only
judge the man by his books, and if we do this
we shall be convinced of one thing, and that is
his whole-souled sincerity. His life has been
divided into two phases of existence; the years
of his youth and early manhood presenting an
exact contrast to his maturity and old age.

He was born an aristocrat, with wealth, po-
sition and hosts of worldly friends. He studied
at the universities, and later served in war, dis-
tinguishing himself in the Crimea and Cauc-
asus. He married the daughter of a German
doctor at Moscow, a most admirable woman
and devoted wife. Doubtless his views of her
sex are prompted by her gentle and benign in-
fluence; for though Tolstoy’s novels are stories
principally of passion and death, we find that in
nearly every case he holds man as the.culprit,
which fact has,; according to a critic “made him
most distasteful to 'man-made society.” He
has nowhere mocked orsatirized woman with-
out some touch of pity ‘or extenuation, and he
brings Anna Karenina through her passion to
her death with that tender lenity for her sex
which recognizes womanhood as structibly
pure and good.

After Tolstoy’s return from the wars he set-
tled in St. Petersburg, and gave himself up to
literary work. When the serfs were set free,
he gave his writing up for a time, and influ-
enced by purely altruistic motives, he under-
took to teach this lowly class of people to en-
able them to learn how best to adapt them-
selves to their new conditions in life. The
direct contrast between his own manner of

and played it well. Indeed it may almost be living and theirs; between their views, re-

ligious and otherwise, and-his own, impressed
him deeply. He had been brought up in lux-
ury, his intellectual and sensual desires always
unquestionably gratified, and he had reached a :
frame of mind wholly unsatisfactory. Instead
of his teaching the poor, all unwittingly they
proved. his teachers, and he learned from them
that true happiness consists only in giving hap-
piness to others. It was then he began to
preach his gospel of work, though at first he
found small contentment in following his own
precepts, and in despair at one time he contem-
plated suicide.

He began to earnestly study the Scriptures,
and putting his own interpretations upon the
teachings of Christ, he endeavoured to carry
them out to the letter. Whether he has gone
to the extreme in this or not it is not in the
province of -this article to say; he has acted
consistently according to his own convictions. .
In giving up honour, position, riches and
friends, he felt that he was obeying the com-
mand of the Master. Whether he has aided
the peasants or not by thus humbling himself
is an open question. The very fact of his mak-

-ing shoes and giving them away, is, says a

critic taking the necessary labour and reward
from one of those he wishes to help. Whether
the people in his own class of life are not the
ones who need teaching the more is something
that no one can exactly decide; but we must
all honour Count Tolstoy for the stand he has
taken, whether he is wholly right or only part-
ly right. With him no halfway measures were
possible; he has followed the Light as he saw
the Light.

His works are many and remarkable. To
those who look only on the surface of things
and read with a sole desire to be amused they
shock beyond expression. To others who read
thoughtfully, the simplicity, the eloquence, and
the power of his writing must appeal. The
folowing extract is from a lengthy criticism of
the great novelist’s books by William Dean
Howells.
~ “Passion, we have to learn from the great
master, who here as everywhere humbles him-
self to the truth, has in it life and death ; but of
itself it is something only as a condition pre-
cedent to these: without it neither can be; but
it is lost in their importance, and is strictly
subordinate to their laws. It has never been
more charmingly and reverently studied in its
beautiful and noble phases than it is in Tol-
stoy’s fiction ; though he has always dealt with
it so sincerely, so seriously. As to its obscure
and ugly and selfish phases, he is so far above
all others that have written of it, that he alone
seems truly to have divined it, or portrayed it
as experience knows it. He never tries to lift
it out of nature in either case, but leaves it
more visibly and palpably a part of the lowest
as well.as the highest humanity.

Chosivei

“START YOUR CAREER EARLY”

“My’ firm conviction-is that if a career is
under consideration it should be started early,”
writes Tina Lerner in The Circle in a musical
symposium on “Daily Rules that Make for
Success.” “The work between the years of
five and ten, while of no great musical value,
is of the utmost importance in forming the
hand and, in a way, building it to the piano.
It can be started with half an hour and gradu-
ally increased, as the strength and capacity of
the child grows, the maximum being two
hoqrs. The hand is most easily formed at this
period, and later on all attention can be given
to the musical development, as the elementary
technical difficulties are.under control and
less time is needed to overcome new ones. -

“I have always considered the question,
‘How do you practice? of the first importance.
Not, ‘How much do you practice?”. Know
what you are doing and how and why you are
doing it.

“After a certain technical proficiency ‘has
been reached I believe in not practicing exer-
cises that are purely mechanical. There are
innumerable passages. in various works that
build up the musical as well as the technical
part of piano playing.

The Chopin studies alone have enough vari-
ety of difficulties to develop every branch of
piano technique. It is my rule to begin the
work of each day by practicing some of them.

“I have made it a point never to practice
more than an hour at a time. This does not
mean that I do not go on with my work. To
get away from the piano and think over the
composition has always been of great help to
me.”

v
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EXPLANATORY

Mistress (to day-maid, who has arrived
late)—You're two hours late this morning,
Mary; what is the reason? r

Mary—Yes’'m. But please, ‘'m, mother said
I was to tell you when she wound up the clock
last night, she put the big handle right, but
clean forget all about the little un.—Punch.

O

DIFFICULTIES FORESEEN

Patience—I understand a Japanese bride
gives her wedding presents to her parents as a
slight recompense for the trouble they have
taken in bringing her up. : :

Patrice—But suppose her parents have all
the castors and butter-knives they can use?—
Yonkers Statesman.

O

ELOQUENT
“I thought you didn’t care for him. . What
won you?”’
“His language.
for me burned like gasoline, and begged me to

He told me that his love

honk-honk through life with him.”—
Caurier-Journal.
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