h that 30 days
ly to the Chlef
d Works for a
n the following
Pelqua River, in
ing at a pest,
west corner of
the southwest
specting claim,
chains; thence
Iy %0 chains; and
< point of com-
U0 &Lgs, more

MOS WELLS

that 30 days
bly to the Chief
d Works for a
1 on the follow-
n Telqua River,
encing at a post,
st corner of the

the _southwest
ospecting claim,

chains; thence
h 80 chains; and
he point of com-
- 640 acres, more

PO.
00.
J. J. WELLS.

n that 30 days
ply to the Chief
nd Works for a
on the following
Telqua River, in
ncing at a post,
pwest corner of
h the northwest
pespecting claim,
80 chains; thence
th 80 chains; and
he point of com-
g 640 acres, more:

bo.
G. LACROIX,

en that 30 daye
bply to the Chief
hnd Works for a
1 on the following
pbn Telqua River,
jnencing at a post,
of Telqua River,
rospecting claim,
theast corner ef
with the south-
obertson’s pros-
g thence nerth 80
ins; thence south
past 80 chains to
ent; and contaln-

SS.
1900.
X).
IH. SHEPHERD.

en that 30 days
pply to the Chief
and Works rfor a
k1 on the following
on Telqua River,
mencing at a post,

of Telqua River,
hwest corner post
thence north 80
ains: thence south
fvest 80 chains to
Int; and containing

1900.
900,
M. BATE, Jr.

en that 30 days
pply to the Chief
and Works for a
nl on the following
on Telqua River,
mencing at a post,
heast corner, and
h of Telqua River,
prospecting claim,
hains; thenve east
h 80 chains; and
the point of com-
ng 640 acres, more

[1900.

Q

900.
B. ROBERTSON.

ven that 30 days
apply to the Chief
and Works for a
al on the folowing
on Telqua River,
nmencing at a post,
ortheast corner of
pith the northwest
eling’s prospecting
e south 80 chains;
E: thence north 80
80 chains to point
ontaining 640 acres

1900.
1900.
I. 0. GRAHAMBE.

iven that 30 days
apply to the Chief
kb and Works for &
oal on the following

on Telqua River,
mmencing at a post,
orthwest corner of
h the southwest post

prospecting claim,
h 80 chains; thence
porth 80 chains; and
to the point of com-
ning 640 acres, more

. 1900.
1900.
'VILLE-AVELING.

given that 30 days
apply to the Chief
s and Works for a
oal on the followlng

on Telqua River,
pmmencing at a post,
theast post of claim,
p southwest post of
prospecting claim,
th 80 chains: thence
e south 80 chains;
ains to the point of
ontaining 640 acres,

. 1900.
1900.
ANF SHEPHERD.

given that 30 days
b apply to the Chief
ils and Works for a
coal on the follow-
ate on Telqua Riyver,
bmmencing at a post,
southeast corner of
ith the southwest
prospecting claim,
80 chains: thence
e south 80 chalns;
ning to the point of
pntaining 640 acres,

1900.
1900.
DSEPH ANTOINE.

given that 30 days
b apply to the Chief
s and Works for &
oal on the following

on Telqua River,
pmmencing at a post,
hortheast corner of
ith the southeast
' sprospecting claim
chains south: thence
80 chains north; and
point of commegce-
640 acres, more or

. 1900.

. 1900.
ALEXANDER.
LARKWORTHY.
WELLS.

given that 30 days
o apply to the Chief
fils and Works for a
coal on the follow-
hate on Telqua Riyer,
ommencing at a
horthwest corner of
with the southwest
e’s prospecting claim
Ing thence south 80
chains: thence north
west 80 chains to the
hent: and containing

1900.

1900.
ALEXANDER.
LARKWORTHY.,
WELLS
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wiliams
Vs the B. A. C.

The Plaintiff Is in the Witness
Box Most of the
Day.

Sharp Cross Examination as
to What Took Place at
Meetings,

Interest in the ‘famous case of Wil-
liams v. the B. A. C., the trial of which
is now proceeding in the Supreme court,
before Mr. Justice Drake, is increasing.
the major portion of last Friday’s issue
was taken up by Mr. Davis’ cross-exam-
ination of, the plaintiff, Williams, who
proved quite able to take care of him-
self under the severe fire he was subjeect-
ed to by the briiliant lawyer from Van-
couver.

To Mr. Davis, Mr. Williams said he
was court stenographer in Spokamne from
1888 to 1896. His interest in the pres-
ent action was about $30,000. .To the
Iinglishes the suit was worth about
£000,000. Mr, Henley was interested to
the extent of $46,000, and the two Pey-
tons, $570,000. All were witnesses.

At the time of the agreement in Lon-
don to sell the mine to the B, A. C. for
$3,000,000, they all wanted to sell. They
expected not only to get $6 per share,
but 10 per cent. of the matte shipment
to the smelter. Witness admitted that
they were all so anxious to sell that he
was sent up to Rossland@ on a special
train. ~The Turner faction had stated
that witness had stolen the books and:
seal. He had taken the books, as he
had a right to do, but not the seal.

He owned one-thirtieth of the mine,
which had cost $30,000. At the time it
was considered advisable to sell, the
shareholders were in “hot water”’—-that
is, there was a pool of the majority of
the stock, of which the Turners were
two of the three trustees. The Pey-
tons were striving to break the pool, so
that they could control their own stock.
The Turners took out an injunction to
prevent the pool being broken.

Mr. Davis wanted to know why the
majority stockholders could consider
themselves as entitled to more for their
stock than the minority. Witness re-
plied, it was a mere business proposi-
tion.

Witness said there was only one meet-
ing before the 27th of June, at which he
was present. Subsequently there was a
meeting in Heyburn’s office at which
he was present. Afterwards the con-
tract form was drawn, which he witness-
ed. He signed one document ratifying
this contract, but it was never complet-
ed. This agreement lapsed, if the Le
Roi shareholders ratified the deal. There
were. clauses in this agreement which he
considered improper.

Mr. Davis asked why he signed it. if
that were so? Witness replied that
they were asking the advice of Wake-
field, though the latter was not acting
as witness’ attormey.

Mr. Davis thought it strange that
‘Wakefield signed for the largest share-
holder (Mr. Peyton) without knowing
the terms of the contract. y

Witness replied that one reason was
that if the full-terms became known, the
Turners: would make it the basis of a
resiraining order. Wakefield was kept
in ignorance of the terms of the agree-
ment.

At this stage the court adjourned for
Junch.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mr. Davis continued his cross-examin-
ation of Mr. Williame in the afternoon.
Witness’ swore that Mr. Mackintosh had
not said he would mot buy out the Tur-
ner interests without consulting the Pey-
ton interest or without their consent.
The only advice he (witness) had for
not carrying out the contract was from
Mr. Wakefield. He had a. conversation
with him-after Wakefield had said: “It’s
all off.”” The contract did not specify
when tHe first payment was to be made.
That was the way he read it. The allu-
sion to the date of payment was very
ambiguous. Peyton had authority” to
sign the contract.

Asked why he did not raise objections
before signing, witness replied, he did
not know. Ome objection was that the
stock was to be placed in a British Co-
lumbia bank.

Witness declined to state that the
reason_'why Wakefield objected was be-
cause Wakefield knew that it was not
provided in the agreement that extra
money was not to be paid to the major-
ity stockholders.

Mr. Davis asserted that witness had
sworn so time and time again.

Mr. Bodwell objected to this, and Mr.
Davis, in reply. had the stenographer’s
notes read, and claimed that his point
was proven. v -

Witness declined to say whether he
had sworn to it or not, and explained
that the trustee business was left out
of the contract, and other clauses were
objectionable.

Wakefield never acted as witness’ at-
torney, and never had. His signing of
the contract was a business proposition,
and he agreed to sign for 'Col. Peyton
upon the advice of the other stockhold-
ers. ‘Mr. Davis thought it strange that
Wakefield would agree to sign the terms
of the contract.

‘Witness did mot remember having com-
municated to Judge Heyburn the:terms
of the contract. He took a receipt from
Mr. Wakefield for the stocks which he
turngd over to him. (Receipt produced,
which witness identified.)

Mr. Davis asked why he did not avoid
the danger of any lawsuits before pro-
ceeding with any other documents. Wit-
ness contradicted his evidence of the
morning, which, when read, showed that
he said he feared lawsuits owing to the
omission from the contract of the pro-
vision for extra pay. Witness knew the
terms, in Rossland, at which he was
selling. but not from Mr. Mackintosh.

Mr. Davis read from a report of a trial
at Rossland, in which witness was made
to say that his shares were under op-
tion to the B. A. C. Wakefield was an-
thorized to carry out the agreement with
the B. ‘A. C. Mr. Davis read the escrow
ogreement between Wakefield and the
stockholders. showing that the shares
were to be. disposed of at $6 per share.
I'e receipt which was given Wakefield
by witness on getting his money was
read by Mr. Davis, a lengthily-worded
document, in which ‘no reférence was
made to any further sum which might
ve expected. Mr. Davis thought the
omission very strange.

Witness replied that Mr. Wakefield
had simply performed his part of the
contract—the shares were not sold un-
der the escrow agreement—in the sense
that they were finally disposed. of.

On the question of the value of the
Le Roi mine, the price would ef course,
be affected by the success of the oper-
ations—hut witness considered $3.000.-
000 a fair price. If the minority inter-
ests eould not be aequired for 20 years

and shares went to $20 each the major-‘

; January 14.

ity shareholders would expect to get the
difference between $6 and $20.

itness then recited again, at Mr.
Davie’ request, what occurred at the in-
terview with Governor Mackintosh at
Peyton’s office at Spokane. Producing
the letter which Peyton had written on
that occasion, outlining an offer of re-
lease to Mr. Mackintosh, witness was
subjected to a severe cross-examination
by Mr. Davis on the question of what
Mr. Mackintosh had sent by cable on the
letter having been read and signed. Wit-
ﬁfm did not know what was in the ca-

e,

Reading the letter, Mr. Davis got an
admission from witness that permission
was given Mackintosh, in one of the
clauses, to purchase the balance of the
Le Roi stock at whatever figure he
could agree upon. All of the letter had
been read to Mr. Mackintosh, though
the latter claimed that the last clause
had not. That clause contained a stipu-
lation that more money was to be paid
the majority holders if more than $6
was paid the Turner interests.

Mr. Davxs wanted to know why wit-
ness did not ask Mr. Mackintosh what
gnctg hg; would have to pay the Turner
action

Witness replied he did not know; he
had an intimation what it would be.
None of the other stockholders interegted
in the deal had, to his knowledge, made
inquiries as to what the price would be.
. This concluded Mr. Davis’ cross-exam-
ination. s

Mr. Bodwell asked Mr. Williams if he
had a competence outside of what he
would gt‘;-]t if he won the suit. Witness
replied that he had enough to “eat regu-
larly.”_ He afterwards said he owned a
block in Spokane worth over $250,000.

D. N. Henley attorney-at-law at Spo-
kane, was the next witness. He was
present at a meeting in Spokane wit
Mr. Magekintosh and Valentine Peyton.
There was some talk about what would
be done if the sale was not confirmed.
Mr._ Mackintosh talked about buying a
majorify of the stock, and witness said
the majority would sell at $6, if they
were paid what Mackintosh was com-
pe]led. to pay the Turner faction. Gov.
Mackintosh said “Certainly, I will pay
you that. We will not injure our friends
and reward our enemies.” ' An arrange-
ment was aleo made at the same time to
turn over the stock to Mr. Wakefield,on
trust, to hold anticipating the closing of
the deal. Wakefield was to hold the
stock subject to instructions.

Stampede to
New Strike

Gold at the Headwaters of
Kuskokwin — Stampede
from Nome.

Bodies Found on Northern Coast
—Another Miner Missing
=-0ther News,

teamer Cottage City arrived from Alas-
kan ports ‘Wednesday morning at 6:30,
and sailed at 8:30 a.m. for the Sound. She
had a light passenger list. about thirty in
all, of whom two debarked here. Her
cargo amounted to but 28 tons in all. The
passage was a very rough one, a Taku
being encountered off the mouth ‘of' the
srm which gained its name on account
of the severity of those winds, against
which the steamer could steam only with
difficulty. At Skagway and over the White
Pass a heavy snowstorm raged, and the
thermometer stood at 18 below. The
White Pass trains were snowbound when
the steamer left, and no one was coming
through to the coast on account of the
storm.

It is feared that seme vessel has met
disaster during the storms, for according
to news recelved by the Cottage City, two
bodies, both of men. and decomposed be-
yond hope of identification, were washed
ashore on Sledge island in Lynn canal re-
cently. They were found by Indians. The
supposition is that the men were the viec-
tims of some shipwreck.

The Cottage City reports the disabled
steamer City of Topeka still at Douglas
City. The tug Pioneer had arrived for
the purpose of towing the vessel back to
Seattle,

News was brought by the Cottage City
of another rich gold find. According to ar-
rivals from Rampart, a strike has been
made at the headwaters of the Kuskokwin
and when the travellers left Rampart, on
December 13, there had been a big stam-
pede from Nome to the new diggings. From
cther sources it is learned that the stam-

ede is classed as a fake. A despatch from

awson, dated January 14 says James
Black has been reported lost to the police
between Selwyn and Six Mile road house.
It is not known where Black is from.

According to other advices received with
the same date, George Curtis, who com-
mitted suicide by hanging recently at
Eagle was formerly employed in the couu-
ty clerk’s office at Seattle. No cause is
assigned for his rash act,

Frank Swope and old man Levi were
killed on Hunker creek by a mine caving
in on them while they were at work on
Swope’s body was recovered,
all the bones were. broken, and he was
almost unrecognizable,

Another Dawson despatch dated January
14, says Milo Kelly, who has been reportel
as lost ‘'on the outside, is safe. He is here
at Dawson, and at work for the Alaska
Exploration Co,

The Yukon céuncil has begun investiga-
tion of transportation rates. It will seek
to get a lower rate from outside. The
purpose is to memoralize the government
at Ottawa to compel a reduction.

‘While there has been no official decision
yet on the motion for a new_ trial in the
Siorah case, Judge Dugas said on January
13. unofficially, that he would have to
overrule the motion. He said that Slorah’s
only chance of a new trial would be to
appeal to the court of appeals. Tt is un-
derstood that this will be done. It is
thought at Dawson, unless the point of
the misdirection of the jury is sustained,
that Slerah will have to hang.

According to advices brought by the
Cottage City from Circle City, there are
900 men at work on the creeks adjacent
to that city, and much prospecting is be-
ing done on the benches. There is lots
of work on the creeks, and the miners
seem to be satisfied with results.

The Dawson correspondent of the Skag-
way ‘Alaskan wiring on-January 14, says:
‘‘Agent Rogers and Auditor Dudley, of the
White Pass & Yukon at this place, and
J. Healy, son of Capt. Healy, of the N. A.
T. & T. Co., have left for Skagway over
che ice,

Dawson, according to telegraphic reports
received at Skagway, is in a state of terror
on account of mad dogs. The extreme cold
is said to have driven the animals mad
by the score. Several persons were bitten.
The thermometer began dropping early in
January, the cold becoming more intense
from day to day until January 14. when it
reached 70 degrees below zero. It was 18
degrees below the same day at Skagway.

The new placer discoveries on Bear creek
and its tributaries, on the Canadian side of
the line, are attracting much’ attention.
Good pay is reported found at the surface
of the ~ravel, and the gold is coarse, with
many quartz nuggets,

The Salmon river section, of which Nug-
get creek is the leading tributary, turned
cut well the last season, considering the
poor facilities the miners had for handling
the heavy- boulders.

— Qe
Do not despalr of curing vour sick head-
ache when vou can so easlly obtain Carter’s
Little Liver Pills. = They will ‘affect a
nromnt and permanent cure. Their action
is mild and patural,

Lessons of {he War

Taking the campaign in its broadest

aspects, the first lesson is the proved ne-
Cessity for war to be regarded as the ul-
tima ratio of diplomacy, the continuance
of the pursuit of national aimg with other
weapons than exist in diplomatic armor-
ies, and for statesmen to ensure that the
armed forces of the state are ready and
able to take up the threads of the argu-
ment in adequate strength to enforce the
national will, at the precise point where
diplomacy finds its hand either stayed or
forced, without a dangerous hiatus, which
offers so many tempting chances to a'
skilful and unscrupulous adversary.
; The second lesson is the old one of the
‘big baittalions.” No great and perman-
ent results have ever been obtained in
the whole history of war without num-
bers. hen we sent into the field num-
hers_only equal to those of our foe, we
oblau_xed only negative results: against a
tenacious and yet mobile enemy occupy-
ing a most difficult country, aided by
distance and the more or less overt sym-
pathy of a large part of the population
of the theatre of war, we were not en-
titled to promise ourselves crushing vie-
tories without numbers on our side.

Wars of invasion have always been dif-
ficult and costly, and they are more so
now than ever: when they also partake
of the character of distant expeditions,
and are waged 8,000 miles from the seat
of power and government; they have but
rerely succeeded in the past and more
often failed, and have engulfed the as-
sailant in a great disaster, on account of
the magnitude of the efforts, the stead-
fastness of purpose, and the patience re-
quired to bring about decisive successes.
Under modern conditions, wars of inva-
sion are becoming increasingly difficult,
owing to the national character that the
war assumes; and they demand an even
higher ratio in the proportion between
the attack and the defence than was for-
merly the rule in the days of dynastic
wars and professional armies,

It was not the numbers nor the arma-
ments of the Boers that were under-es-
timated, for indeed the forecast of the
intelligence division proved accurate and
reliabie, but rather the magnitude of our
task in South Africa in its broader as-
pects and in relation to distance, areas,
dgﬂiculhes of country, and the existence
ot a largely hostile population, endowed
with all the uneasy humors and uncom-
promising angles of their Teutonic race.

If the question is asked why this mis-
calculation was made, the answer is that
we have no special branch or department
at the War Office dealing solely and ex-
clusively with preparation for war; and
that until we have what is represented
in all other great armies by the chief of
the staff’s office, call it by what name
we will, these miscalculations will re-
cur.

The absence of a chief of the staff’s
office is also the determining cause for
the want of any seftled and fixed ideas
of military policy, and for great waste
of time, money and opportunities. Such
office would work out in detail the mili-
tary requirements to meet the case of all
great campaigns that can be humanly re-
garded as likely to occur in view of the
imperial responsibilities and the fixed
points in the policy of the great powers,
and, taking the most serious of these
wars as a basis, would provide a solid
foundation for our military organization
such as at present is entirely wanting.

Some day, when the public is in a more
benignant frame of mind, it will begin to
recognize and to admit that the War Of-
fice has achieved a very considerable de-
partmental -success in placing ,000
men in the field in South Afriea and in
maintaining' them there. It is worth re-
peating, in season and out of season, that
it is not in the conduct of war that we
have failed, but in the antecedent pre-
paration for war, a matter in which all
political parties have been equally to
blame,
.The. circumstances of our geographical
S!tuq.tlon! the extreme importance of pre-
serving intact the heart of the Empire.
and the state of readiness for war of our
Kuropean neighbors, demand that our
ravy and home army should always be
ready for joint and mutual action, not
not only for defence but for attack, so
that the implied threat of offensive ac-
tion on our part will make our enemies
think twice before attacking us. The
power of the navy is doubled if it can be
fellowed by a military expedition ready
to reap the harvest sown by naval ac-
tivity: so long as our navy remains pre-
dominant 30,000 men at Malta over and
above the strength of the garrison with
transports complete would be of greater
use in any operations of which the Med-
iterranean is the theatre, than 300,000
1ilitia encamped on the North Downs .

But we cannot ask or expect those of
our colonies that are fully oceupied with
their own growth and development, and
stand somewhat aside from the oppress-
ive militarism of Hurope, to follow us!
quite in the same path. What we can
do is to reckon upon their aid as our sec-
ond line of defence in a just cause, and!
to provide them with the military means
they require for raising levies of the same
splendid fighting types as those that have
stood by us in South Afriea.

So far as regards organization, the war
Las in the main amply vindicated our sys-
tem of reserves, our plan of mobilization
and the proportion of the three arms in
the larger units. At a very early stage:
the army corps organization fell to the|
ground and gave place to the divisional’
and brigade commands. The infantry|
division of two brigades each of four bat-'
talions, with a brigade division of three
field batteries, a squadron of cavalry, al
company of engineers, and auxiliary ser-
vices, was found to be generally suitable;
but to these a divisional battalion might
be added with advantage in order to car-
1y out detached duties and keep the bri-
gade commands as far as possible ine
tact,

No one who hag watched the splendid
work of our infantry would -willingly
touch our regimental system, which has
pulled us through many difficult places|
and has given us well-led, solid, and level
buttalions—men whom neither hardships
ror fatigues could distress nor losses dis-
courage. But the absence of any real
reserve of officers is a serious matter,
scme battalions being reduced from twen-
ty-four to four officers after a few weeks’
fighting: what we require is that officers
leaving the army from any cause should
be placed a la suite of their corps say
for ten years, and when.called up for ser-
vice should be replaced in the same rela-
tive positions they held when leaving, the
sppointments of battalion commander
#nd second in command alone excluded.

Better means of rewarding good N.C.
(@s who have done well in the field must
be found; and above all it is necessary
to discover some means by which the
middle classes of the country can be giv-
en a eareer in the army—a point in which
our military organization is most serious-
ly deficient.

With our divisional artillery it would;
be an advantage to have a battery df,
guns answering to the Vickers-Maxims!
of the Boers, an arrangement which;
would allow two of these guns to be at-
tached to each fieid battery when need-
ed: these littie weapons have a remark-
able moral effect; they are admirable:
range-finders, and are disconcerting to
troops in the open. We have an excel
lent gun in our 15-pounder; and now that
2 fust has been provided increasing the

shrapnel range from 3,500 to 5,500 yards
We want nothing more from our field*bat-
teries but that they should carry a fair
proportion of common shell and that the
observation of the effect of fire should be
somewhat improved. The useless teles-
copes and binoculars supplied by govern-
ment to batteries were no doubt partly
responsible for our artillery being in a
position of inferiority compared with our
nuval gunners in this respect; but the
gift of accurate observation is ot given
to everyone;, and greater pains must. be
taken in future to ensure-that battery
ofiicers are thoroughly practiced in the
art, as well as provided with the very
best telescopes.

The expenditure of gun ammunition
has far exceeded all anticipations, and
we have learnt valuable lessons as re-
gurds the life of guns and the number
of rounds required in the various eche-
lcns of the ammunition columns and
parks. We must, however, bear in mind
that our artillery has never beén match-
ed against quick-firing field gune of the
latest type, and the advantages of rapid-
ity of fire are so overwhelming that it is
impossible to rest satisfied with our pre-
sent situation. Again, our mountain guns
are next to useless, and our horse artil
lery should be re-armed with quick-firers
without delay.

To provide the divisional squadron of
cavalry we broke up certain regiments of
regular cavalry; thus rendering the regi-
mental staff a useless encumberance:
Some more economical arrangement must
be found, and highly trained regulaf
corps not employed oun duties for which
any mounted men would suffice.

In addition to the troops comprised in
the divisional and brigade commands,
there are certain other units which are
required in the field when two or more
divisions are united under one command,
or when any body of troops of all arms
is acting independently. It would be a
mistake to fix the exact proportion, the
nature and calibre of heavy ' guns per
1,000 infantry, since these will always
vary with the general situation, the arm-
ament, and methods of fighting of the
enemy. 'The combination of the fire of
our own excellent howitzer batteries with
that of the 5-inch guns, the naval 12-
pounders and 4.7 guns, placed us eventu-
ally in a favorable position; but it is also
true that the necessity for this new de-
parture has not been foreseen, since it
was not expected that the Boers would
employ 6-inch guns and heavy howitzers
in field operations. One of the first
questions to be decided after the war wili
be the number and calibre of these or
similar or better guns that must be held
in reserve in army charge, and the type
of gun-carriages and equipments best
suited to the conditions of our over-sea
expeditions.

We were often greatly in want of en-
gineers and no body of troops should take
the field without at least one field com-
pany to each division and one for every
two divisions, all'with a stronger war es-
tablishment than at present. The tele-
graph plant should be increased, and ex-
periments made to ascertain the besd
means for rapid communications’ ., both
from front to rear and laterally upon bat-
tle-fields extending over a distance of 10
ary departments are all undermanned
and require to be increased; while a more
rigorous system of selection must be in-
to 20 miles. Our medical, army service
corps, army ordnance corps, and veterin-
stituted in order to push the best men
in these services to the front,

The staff of various commanders vari-
ed very considerably in size, the larger
staffs being usually less efficient than the
small ones. A second staff officer should,
however, be given to infantry and cav-
alry brigades when in the field, as the
work is more than one mén.can carry
out efficiently, and the brigade staffs are!
sugject to the same losses ag the infantry
cudres. { 5
* Such troops as the Imperial and South
African Light Horse, and other irregular
corps raised on similar lines, represent
mounted infantry of the best type, and
ferm an arm of the highest possible val-
ue in the field, whether against Boers or
any othér enemy. We have an almost
inexhaustible supply of horses and men
from which such corps might be raised,
and our home yeomanry would do well to
take the lesson to heart and adopt the
best rifle as their only arm.

If we retain regular mounted infantry it
is to be hoped that the force may receive
a permanent organization, and no longer
draw the best blood from our battalions
when the latter are about to take the field
We failed to obtain full value from our
regular mounted troops because at first
‘the mounted infantry could not ride, and
the cavalry could not shoot or skirmish
as well as the Boers.

As regards our regular cavalry, the
questions we want answered are: How
often did each unit engage the ememy;
how often with cold steel; and how often
with fire? If the latter action largely
predominated, is our cavalry armed,
mounted, and equipped in a mnner to ob-
tain the greatest possible results from
dismounted action® It certainly is not:
the firearm carried should be a rifle equal
in all respects to the best infantry arm,
and ours is not; the men should be train-
ed to the highest standard of efficiency
in skirmishing and marksmanship, and
ours is not; horses should be trained to
copy the Seuth African countrybreds,
and stand quietly with a very small
guard when the riders dismount and
throw their reins over their horses’ heads
ours do not, but many precious hours are
wasted in teaching bending and passag-
ing and other circus tricks in the manege
v hich give no value at all in the field.

Whe fact is that against modern rifle
fire beginning at 2,000 yards or more,
and artillery fire beginning at a range
ot five miles, the opportunities for a suec-
cessful cavalry charge are becoming more
and more rare, and the result of a charge
less and less doubtful. Three-quarters
of our cavalry training has the charge in
view; but, although we have placed a
large number of our best cavalry regi-
ments in*the field, we have scored no
great or even considerable success from
cavalry action with the cold steel.

‘We- have been short of mounted men
throughout the war, and in future the
numbers will rather tend to increase than
diminish.

We overload our mounted troops, as
we do all the troops we place in the field,
and as all foreign nations do theirs. Some
day common sense will resume its sway,
and we shall relegate the miscellaneous
collection of household goods which men
now carry in packs, wallets, and pouches
to the charge of an army ordnance col-
umn from which deficiencies can be made
good from day to day, and men will only
take into action their bread, water and
ammunition.

If we take a general glance at all the
battles that have been fought, w¢ see
that infantry has more than ever main-
ta‘ned its proud position as the queen
of battles, and that the other arms have
been useful auxiliaries.

In the first battles we attempted to
carry. out, and often did carry out at
heavy cost, those attacks prescribed and
practiced in peace time; but the losses
these actions entailed caused us to mod-
ify our tactical ideas and to suit our for-
mations and methods to the new tactics
of a troublesome foe. What were the
Boer tactice? Finding out during the
verv first combats that even the excel-
lent natural cover afforded on the crests
of the kopjes was soon rendered unten-
able by our shrapnel, a projectile which
prisoners confessed was even worse
than the ‘#lyddite, the: Boers teok
at once to  entrenching; and the
amount of work of this sost,

~ :
especially at Magersfontein, Ladysmith
and on both banks of the gela, was
s:mply stupendous. :

The trenches were, on the whole, well
placed, in several lines, rarely continuous
for any great distance, but mutually sup-
porting each other: they were from 4%
feet to 6 feet deep, and from 1% feet to
2 feet broad, the front of the trench be-
ing protected by mealie sacks filled with
earth, or by large boulders, while the po-
sitions were often well screened from
distant view, and were always most diffi-
cult targets for artillery.

The Boer guns were occasionally fired {
from gun-pits, but in the field were more |
often skilfully concealed behind the
shoulders of hills behind bushes and trees
or in other positions generally well in the
rear of the infantry trenches and as much
as possible in places whence they could
fire at the attacking troops without com-
ing under the ‘fire of our superior artil-
lery. They would fire fast and furious-
ly for a time, making excellent practice,
anG then, as their range and position be-
came slowly ascertained, would either
change position or withdraw under cover
until our artillery had selected other
marks. For this reason, though we often
thought we had silenced the hostile guns,
for good and all, it was generally the case
that they came to life again later in the
day, often in the most unexpected man-
ner and at the most inconvenient times.
As a rule their heavy guns came into ac-
tion between 6,000 and 10,000 yards from
their objective, the medium guns between
4,000 and 6,000 yards, and the pompoms
between 3,000 and 4,000. All guns ‘were
placed singly, and, as they were always
carefully concealed and for the most part
used smokeless powder, were most diffi-
cult to locate. The Boer artillery, in fact
to their credit be it said, were seldom or
never completely silenced during a gen-
eral action until the entire Boer force
was in retreat. The idea, bred at man-
oeuvres, that a superior artillery can sil-
ence its adversary in a short time, was
not borne out by experience.

The length of the Boer lines of defence
was out of all proportion to generally ac-
cepted theories. In Natal, in fact, the
trenches reached from Zululand to Ba-
sutoland: there were no flanks, and wher-
ever we attacked the Boers swarmed
round, thanks to their superior mobility,
A length of fifteen to twenty miles of
ground would not infrequently be occu-
pied by 10,000 men or less: if we attack-
ed the centre, the wings drew in before
the assault could be made; if a flank, the
burghers not directly threatened galloped
round to extend the flank and force us to
make a frontal attack. As there were
trenches everywhere, dug both by Boers
and Kaffirs, it is not surprising that our
losses were heavy.

The Boers nearly all fought in fromt
line without reserves; each party or com-
mando defending the hills or trenches it
chanced to occupy, and would bring a
heavy gun and rifle fire to bear upon any
position captured; it was frequently more
discussed whether a position could be
maintained when won than whether it
could be taken. A very severe cross fire
was always brought to bear from all
sides upon the position gained by cur
troops and the situation was often a diffi-
cult one until the ground won could be
entrenched or artillery brought up to an-
ewer the hostile gun fire: for this reason
we naturally drifted into the habit of at-
tacking late in the afternoom, 8o that the
position could be secured during the night
This system had, however, the disadvan-
tage of enabling the Boers to retreat un-
molested under cover of darkness when
they had a mind to go back.

No enemy could be more dangerous to
atteck in front than a large body of
Boers well entrenched and with their
herses hard by under cover. Excellent
shots, well armed, always abundantly
supplied with ammunition they would
open fire at 2,000 yards’ range, not only
from trenches, but from every point of
vantage or scrap of cover that could shel-
ter a single man. Many of the best ghots
among the Boers who go out for the day
iwth two rifles and a loader, and in their
little rifle pits or sconces one would often
find several hundred empty cartridge
cases, their harassing fire being a con-
stant annoyance and causing many losses
Good men though the Boers are, they are
wunting .in the habits of discipline and
obedience required for the conduct of an
attack; many hang back when it is a
question of crossing a fire-swept zone and
after the bravest have been killed the
others melt away and generally refuse to
persevere.

There is no doubt that the pony prov-
ed as valuable an arm to the Boer as the
Mauser, and that the mobility which is
the essential characteristic of the Boer
tactics has enabled him to continue a
struggle which’ would otherwise have
lcng ago come to an end.

No one can study with any profit the
tactical lessons of the Boer war without
bearing two especial points in mind; first,
the extraordinary clearness of the atmos-
phere; and secondly, the invisibility of
our foe. There is a point near Pieter-
maritzberg whence the ships on the sea
and the passes over the Drakensberg can
both be seen: from Durban to the passes
is 160 miles as the crow flies; one could
observe the figures of men five miles off
with the naked eye; the unprecedented
range of, guns and small arms and the
accuracy of the shooting at long distance
on both sides were largely due to these
abnormal conditions, but until all ranks
became accustomed to the clearness of
the atmosphere ranges were frequently
under-estimated by one-half the real dis-
tance.

The invisibility of the foe was certain-
ly the most disconcerting of all the con-
ditions of the war, since this invisibility
was novel and unexpected, and has never
been reproduced in any peace manoeu:
vres at home or abroad.

The truth is, that the absence of cer-
tain means for estimating the force of an
invisible foe, at a given place and on a
given day, has proved the gravest diffi-
culty in the path of our commanders. T
do not believe that the 'Boér leaders
themselves ever knew precisely what
numbers they had in the field, so miscal-
culations on our part are no matter for
surprise. The commandos varied in num-
bers from day to day, and shifted their
positions in the course of a night in the
most casual and unconventional manner
and to a degree that rendered the pre
vious day’s estimate entirely illusory.

The extreme difficulty of supplement-
irg intelligence reports by close recon-
naissances of hostile positions has never
been adequately brought out in manoeu
vres, where the two forces are generally
aware of each others’ strength, seldom
take the trouble to conceal themselves
much, and take liberties in patroHing
that are not permissibie under magazins
rifle fire.

‘Besides the natural difficulties of the
country that are fairly well understood.
thanks to the pictures and photographs
and written descriptions sent home,there
is this additional difficulty, which is per-
hkaps not g0 well known: namely, that on¢
can hardly ever ride from point to point
i1 a straight line for a quarter of a mile
owing to intervening obstacles, dongas
barbed wire fences and so on, which are
often invisible until the rider is close up
on them,

It is, however, doubtful whether the
importance of training our best staff offi
cers in reconmnoitring positions under
difficulties has been fully considered. It
is not enough for men to be good riders
to hotinds; they must be able to make a
good freehand sketch of the position, and
to supplement these by consise reports
of serious military value; and though,

taking the war all round, it will probably

be the general opinion that our best men
across country have proved the best offi-
cers in the field, it has seldom been the
case that our best and boldest riders have
shown themselves capable of making lu-
cid reports of real value to the chiefs,
and one, of these accomplishments is
worthless” without the other.

On the whole, the staff and regimental
officers and the rank and file who had
not seen service before rendered a good
return from the experience ;gained
at manoeuvres; but the reatrictgd ares
over which we operate at home, and the
many obstacles field-training encounters
owing to forbidden ground, game pre-
serves, and our futile system of standing
camps, have not allowed the generals en-
gaged to gain much experience of troep-
leading on a large scale, and we have
not profited materially from manoeuvres
in the sense of creating a high school for
commanders.

Another disillusion, over and‘ above
that relating to recomnaissance, awaited
us in the artillery preparation for the in-
fantry attack. Although in the second
stage of the war we always brought to
Lear a very superior weight of metal, the
fire of all our guns except the howitzers
was practically without effect against the
deep and narrow trenches of the Boers.
So far from making the enemy leave his
trenches, our shrapnel fire and the lyddite
of the heavier guns rather served to glue
the foe to his works by making it so pal-
pably unsafe for him to leave them under
the storm of shells and bullets with
which we covered the position. When
the infantry attacked, no matter how
thorough and long-continued the prepara-
tion by artillery, the enemy’s trenches
were rarely deserted and the hostile guns
rarely silenced. On the other hand, by
sweeping and searching the ground with
shrapnel and lyddite shells all round and
well in rear of the enemy’s first line, we
constantly prevented the reinforcements
from coming wup, owing to the evident
danger to be incurred by such adven-
teres; and in this manner, by a very
heavy expenditure of ammunition, which
must have given our excellent director-
general of ordnance maay an anxious
hcur, we sometimes managed to win the
first trenches with less loss than we dar-
ed to hope.

Throughout the war we have been the
attacking party, and to this fact our
losses have been mainly due. We had to
meet the heavy guns and howitzers of
the enemy by bringing up a larger num-
ber of similar weapons. We answered
the great extension of the enemy’s lines
of defence by a similar extension on our
side, after efforts to pierce the extended
lines by a direct blow had been nullified
by the mobility of the foe; we extend-
ed our firing line and returned to the old
and too much neglected practice of skir-
wiching, extending the files ten, twenty,
and fifty yards apart and engaging the
Boers everywhere, the supporting troops
and second line pressing in wherever we
found the easiest entrance after tackling
the Boers all along the front. We met
the mobility of the Boer mounted, rifle-
men by increasing our mounted contin-
gents and using them in a somewhat sim-
ilar manner. In short, we worried like
with like, and as in the football field no
team can hope for success until its for-
wards, half-backs, and three-quarter-
backs are set out in regular opposition
to those of the opposing team, so it was
ouly when we had completed the dispo-
sition of our side, and had learmat the
game, that we managed to score and beat
the enemy. :

The Boer has this refreshing peeuliar-
ity, that he invariably does the exact op-
posite of what common-sense and mili-
tary experience lead you to expect he is
likely to do. He places his riflemen in
trees and watercourses, and some of his
trenches in the strangest places; he drags
his 6-inch guns with treble spans of oxen
to the tops of hills 24)00 feet above the
surrounding ‘country,  and secrets his
quick-firers in the lowest domgas. If you
expect him to attack, he is sure to be go-
ing away; and if all reports agree that
he is on the trek, he will probably attack
you. He does not fight on Sundays un-
less you particularly wish it, or opl:eln
fire before 7 a.m. or after sunset. e
will not let you go away when you get
in a mess without the hammering you de-
serve, in perfect accord with the maxims
of Dogberry: he will waste months “let-
ting I dare mot wait wupon I would”
round Mafeking and Kimberley, instead
of raising Cape Colony by invasion be-
fcre the arrival of our troops: he will
send the rest of the force into Natal, be-
cause that colony is tich, the grazing
good, and the cattle well liking. He will
make a fortress out of a hole in an open
country, and defend it to the death; and
he will spend thousands on the forts
of bravery and prudence, of openness
and cunning, of good faith and duplicity,
of shrewd sense and credulity; anq from
day to day one can never tell which ef
his many qualities he is about to present
to you. 2

He fought throughout to kill and not
to be killed, by light of nature, and
quite uninstrucfled save by his native
wit and sporti cunning, holding the
foreigners who ¢ame to aid him in pro-
found contempt and deep suspicion.

I have seen the peaee manoeuvres of
most of the Buropean armies, and I can
truly say not only that I have never seen
reproduced, even in the barest ()u-thne,
the conditions we found in fighting the
Boers, but that these peace manoeuvres
themselves gave, one and all, an unfsith-
ful picture of modern warfare _under ex-
isting conditions, and will certainly result
in the ruin of any army that attempts to
carry them out in the field, if the enemy
is as clever-a fighter as the Boer and as
little trammelled by effete commanders
and superannuated traditions.

The H. B. A. Vogel (ommercial College
P. O. Box 847, Vancouver. B. C.

We teach through office methods entlirely
and use no text books or *‘system’ for book-
keeping. - We teach and place our students
into positions i{n six months. Shorthana
and typewriting.~ Send for illustratsd uros
pectve, ;
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.
Coquitlam, Maple Ridge, and Pitt Meadows
Dyking Districts,

Sluice Gates
Sealed dltermative tenders for Concrete
and Wooden Sluice Gates, superscribed
“Tender for Concrete Sluice Gate” and
“Pender for Wooden Sluice Gate,” will be
received by the undersigned up to Saturday,
the 2nd February next, for the erection and
completion of six sluice gates in the dykes

of the above mentioned Districts.

Drawings, specifications, and form ef con-
tract may be seen at the office of the In-
spector of Dykes, Iands and Works Depart-
ment, Vietoria, and at the office of the
Provincial Government Timber Inspector,
Court House, Vancouver, on and after the
16th instant.

\Each tender must be accompanried by an
accepted bank cheque or certificate of de-
posit on a chartered bank of Camada, made
payable to the undersigned. for the sum of
fifteen hundred ($1,500.00) dollars, as secur-
ity for the due fulfilment of the contract,
which cheque shall be forfeited if the party
tendering decline ' to enter into contract
when called upon to do so, or if he fail to
complete the work contracted for. The
cheques of unsuccessful tenderers will be
returned to them upeon the execution of the
contract.

Tenders will not be considered unless
made out on the forms supnlied and signed
with the actual signature of the tenderers.
The lowest or any tender not necessarily

accented,
¥. C. GAMBLE, £
Inspector of Dykes,
Office Tnspector of Dykes,
Lauds and Works Department.
Victoria, B.C., 4th January, 1901,

(L.S. HENRI G. JOLY de LOTBINIERH,
CANADA.

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith,
&e., &ec., &ec, ‘

To our faithful the members elected to
serve in the Legislative Assembly of
Our Province of British Columbia at -
Our City of Victoria—Greeting.

A PROCLAMATION.

H. A, MACLEAN,
Deputy Attorney-General,

‘Whereas We are desirous and resolved, as
goon as may be, to meet our people of our
Province of British Columbia, and to have
their advice in our Legislature:

NOW KNOW YE, that for divers causes
and considerations, and taking into consid-
eration the ease and convenience of our
loving subjects, we have thought fit, by and
with the advice of our executive council do
hereby convoke and by these presents en-
join you, and each of you, that on Thurs-
day, the Twenty-first day of February, one
thousand nine hundred and one, you meet
us in our said Legislature or Parliament of
our said Province, at our City of Victoria,
for the DISPATCH OF BUSINESS. to
treat, do, act, and conclude upon those
tkings which in our Legislature of the
Province of British Columbia, by the com-
mon council of our said Province may, by
the favor of God be ordained.

In Testimony Whereof, We have caused
these Our Letters to be made Patent
and the Great Seal of the sald Province
to be hereunto affixed: witns the
Honorable Sir Henri Gustave /Joly de
Lotbiniere, K.C.M.G., Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of our said Province of British
Columbia, in our City of Vietoria, in our
sald Province, this seventeenth day of
January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand nine hundred and one, and in
the sixty-fourth year of our reign.

By Command,

J. D. PRENTIH,
Provinecial Secretary.

€opy of a Report of a Committee of the
Honorable the Executive Council, ap-
proved by His Honor the Lleutenant-
Governor on the 16th day of January,
1901. 3

On the recommendation of the Honorable
the Attorney-General, and under the provis-
ions of the “Jurors Act” (Chapter 107, sec
tion 27, R. 8.)

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of
British Columbia, by and with the advice
of the Executive Council. doth order as
follows: :

That a Special Sittings of the Selectors of
Jurors for the County of Victoria, be held
in the Court House in the City of Victoria,
on Monday the 4th day of February, 1901,
at the hour of eleven o’clock in the fore-
noon, for the purpose. of selecting the names
of the requisite number of persons to serve
as Grand and Petit Jurors for the County of
Victoria during the year 1901.

J. D. PRENTICH,
Clerk. BExecutive Council.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.,
Highway Bridge, Kettle' River, Columbla,
Bowc e

LS » -

Sealed tenders, superscribed “Tenders for
Bridge, Kettle River, Columbia. B. C..,” °
will be received by the undersigned up to
and including Saturday, the 9th February
next for the comstruction and completion
of a wooden highway bridge across the
Kettle River at Columbla, B. C.

Drawings, specifications and form of con-
tract may be seen on application to Mr. J.
A. Dinsmore, Provincial Constable, Grand
Forks, B. C., and at the Lands and Work
Department, Victorla, B. C., on and after
the 14th Inst.

Bach tender must be accompanied by an
accepted bank chegque or certificate of de-
posit on & chartered bank of Canada, made
payable to the undersigned, for the sum of
eight hundred ($800) dollars. which cheque
shall be forfeited if the party tendering
decline to enter into contract when called
upen to do so, of If he fail to complete the
work contracted for. The chegues of unsuc-
sessful tenders will be returned to them
upon the exerution of the contract.

Tenders will not be considered  unless
made out on the forms supplied and signed

with the actual signatures of the tenderers.
Tht lowest or any tender not necessarily

accepted,
W. S. GORE.

Deputy Commissioner of Lands and Works,
Lands and Works Department.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.
Highway Bridge, North Fork Kettle River,
at Hardy’s Crossing.

Sealed tenders superseribed ‘“Tender for
Bridge, North Fork Kettlte River,” will be
received by the undersigned up to and in-
cluding Saturday, the 9th February next,
for the comstruction and completion of 2
wooden highway bridge across the North
Fork of Kettle River at Hardy’s Crossing.

Drawines, specifications and forms of con-
tract’ may be seen om application to Mr.
J. A. Dinsmore, Provinelal Constable, Grand
Forks, B. C.. and at the Lands and Works
Department, Victoria, B. C., on and after
the 14th Instant.

Exch tender must be accompanied by anx
accepted bank cheque or certificate of de-
posit on a chartered bank of Canada, made
pavable to the undersigneé. for the sum of
el~ht hundred ($800) .doha=s as security
for the dJdue fuifilment of *2e contract.
which chaque shall be forfeitec if the party
tendering deecline to emter into contract
wken called npon to do so, or if he fail to.
complete the work contracted for. The
cheques of unsuceessful tenderers will ‘be
returned to them upen the execution of the
contract. - 3
"manders will mot be considered unlese
made out on the forms supplied and sizned:
with the actwal signature of the tenderery

The lowest or any tender not necessarily

ydg e W. 8. GORE.
Deputy Commissioner of Lands and Works,
Lands and Werks Department,
Victorta, B. C.. 4th January. 1901
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WO SANG
85 Store Street. Victoria, B.C.

Merchant Tailor

NEW GOODS JUST RECEIVED.
Fit Guaranteed.
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