t
built at the expense
p-rhonhr street or hno requires
drainage to be extended toit, let ‘the
property on botb sides of the street, lm-
proved and unimproved, be -
for the sum. required bo cgnutrucb ‘the’
dnms. In this way. the property bene-
fited can be made to pay for the
advantage extended to it when it receives
it, and it will not be required to pay for
more or for less than it receives, Of
-"eourso the residents ‘will not have the
option to accept or refuse drainage. - The
whole city must be drained ‘when drain-
age is required, and the Corporation, and
not the property owners, are to be the
judges as to when and how any particular | .
locality 18 to be drained.
Then there is a growing opinion that
for 1mprovements like dramage all prop-
" erties, whether improved or proved,
should pay equally

The man who has
erected: buildings on his lot, it is con-
tended, should not be forced'to pay a
single éént mord 10F a "m‘mnnentv Work
of this. kind than ﬂz_l e
has done nothing towards \ the im-
piovetaent of his. The drain Will
materially incrcase ihe value of the
vacant lot in the first place, and it will be
there ready for use when the lot is cccu-
pied ‘and. improved. The lot will be
bettered, and it is only fair that its
owner should be required 'to pay for the
betterment. The sewer tax, therefore, it
is held, should be a frontage tax and not
what is commonly denominated a pro-
peﬁet:;x questions are well worth con-
sidering. They have occupied the: atten-
tion of the city governments and the
ratepayers of other cities of the East and
the West, and it would be well to enquire

what has been said and written on the
subject elsewhere, and what has been
done. This city has not attained the
pinnacle of perfection with respect to
taxation or anything else, and it should
not be above profiting by the experience
of its nglghbors

SRS g R
OUR COMMON HERITAGE.

OQur rsteemed correspondent ““ X ” as
serts that the saying ‘‘the world was
crea‘ed for man” is 8 mere convenient
forn: of speech. We believe it to be
something more than a loose affirmation
of the sovereignty of man. Man has shown
himself to be lord of the habitable parts
of the globe and of some parts that are
not habitable. There is hardly any
region of the earth that he has not made
subservient to him in one way or another,
and most creatures of ‘both land and sea
are used for his subsistence or his com-
fort. Man has been endowed with the
power to rule the world and nearly all
its inhabitants of inferior mould, and it
is, we submit, quite proper to say that
the world was created for his use. The
¢t pampered goose” may say that man
was made to minister to his wants; but
the mental vision cf the goose is limited,
and if it could see why man was so kind
to it, it would come to a very different
conclusion.

Henry George and his disciples also
ssy that the ‘world was made for man,
that is, the whole of mankind, and they
draw from this proposition the inference
that no individual man has a right to
own any part of its surface. It does not
seem to us that this conclusion is by any
means logical. It may be admitted that

‘ the earth belongs to man because man is
the oniy created being who has intellect
enough to use it, and yet bs maintained

if each brother had his own nhm to man-
ageas he sees fit, and to bequeath to his
children after him, than if it were owned
and worked by all five in common. He
ridicules‘the idea of the _brother who

considered a robber.  There could be
no dishonesty in‘giving to each’ his share
of the patrimony. - The land would' be-
long to the whole family just as much
after the division as it did before it was
made—the only difference being that
each was sole owner of & part instead of be-
ing joint proprietor of the whole. = For
his part, he favored division.

Now the reader can see that it was
quite possible for these brothers to be
equally honest though he may not admit
them to be equally wise.

We will suppose further that-at last s
diﬂswn was agreed upon, and that after
a time Dick and Bill sold their sharesto

Hm'ry an;i‘ Jim, and that the prol,etty
was still further divided, and in three of
four of ‘more generations was owned in
geverally by quite a large numbet of
Adam’s descendants—some by purchase
some by inheritance. ' Then a descenidant
of Adam, whom we shall call George,
came ing> the world, and when he grew
to man’s estate began to find fault with
the division of the estate’ that had been
made hundreds of years before. . He re-
ferred them to the original Adam’s will,
and said that because their ancestor did
not leave the land to any partioular per-
son but to all his posterity, it was an out-
rage and fearful injustice to divide the
estate, and that every person who claimed

any part of it as his private property
was a robber and an oppressor, and
wound up by proposing to -take the land
from those who then owned it and to make
it common property according as he
contended, to the intention of the origi-
nal owner. He also protested against
compensating those who had bought or

| inherited parts of the estate, ag matter

how they cawme into possession of them.
Would George, we ask, have any claim
to be considered a philanthropist and a
reformer because he advocated taking
the-land from those who honestly owned
it, in order to make it common property ?
And would the estate be better worked
after it came into the possession of a
‘crowd than it was while the private pro-
perty of a part of Adam’s descendants ?
Mankind have found -out after hun-
dreds of years of experience, some of it
very dearly purchased, that this great
heritage of theirs can be better managed
by individual men}owing part of itas
their private'property than when it be-
lougs to the whole community : and yet
we are asked to admire fthe man and to
look upon him as the wisest of the wise,
who proposes to go back to a system of
land ownership which has 'been' aban-
doned by every nation that has d

claimed a fifth part of the estate being.

upon ' the . change  (in

ons,
administration of public linds) than | fact,

upon  the ‘change itself.”

sincerity in the matter, aud we directed
its attention to the Chief Commissioner’s

advertisement to convince it that there’

were no grounds for its suspicion. We
are, however, very well pleased to see
the Times taking the right stand.. When
it says that the new policy will have its
‘‘cordial support” it does itsslf credit.
When a newspaper sneers . 4t a govern- | ¢
ment for adopting a policy which it ap-
proves, it shows that those who manage
it and inspire it. are narrow-minded and-
fzctlous, that they care a great deal more
sbout bringing those whom they uppose
into disrepute than  they do about - the
country’s being benefitted by a wise and
patriotic policy. Our contemporary is
altagether mistaken about the Govern-
ment befnig “moribund.” It isin robust
haalth, 828 Baa to all appearance a long
and a useful life before it.

—_——ee
THE COUNCIL'S BLUNDER.

The  erection of the Athletie Associa-
tion’s club-house at the foot of Menzies
street is, we see, giving & good deal of
dissatisfaction,  The members of the
Association are not to blame in this
matter. . They applied for and obtained
the permission of the City Council and
the Dominion authorities to erect the
building on that site. The Council cught
to have known whether or not the build-
ing could be placed at the foot of Menzies
street, and should have withheld a per-
mission which it had no authority to give
1t was, we believe, on the understanding
that the City Council had no objection,
that permission was given by the
Dominion. . If the resul't of the
proceedings about to be instituted
against the Association is to prevent
their going on with the erection of the
Club House, the expense of the removal
should be paid by the City Council, for it
is owing to its carel and th
less ‘good nature that the building is
erected on ground that: should be set
apart for the use of the public. = There
can be no doubt that the right thing to
have at the foot of that street is not a
private Club House but a public land-
ing.

hi.

SerletinCos RS
THE NATIONAL SPIRIT.

Sir Charles Dilke says in his ‘‘ Greater
Britain ” that the Americans are as proud
of theircountryasif they had madeit them-
selves. And he also observed how soon
Englishmen, Irishmen, Scotchmen, Ger-
mans, Scandinavians and immigrants of
other nations become transformed into
enthusiastically patriotic American citi-

zens. That very intelligent English-]

from barbarism. 7
g A R e
FRIENDLY WORDS.

The people of the eastern parts of the
Dominion are taking a great interest in
British' Columbia. :+ The interest is a
friendly one. = They are pleased to see
the province prospering, and they sympa-
thise with any movement that is set on
foot to improve and elevate its inhabit-
ants. The movement to establish a uni-

versity in this province is regarded with

.

man admired the int tionality = of
the Americans, and he was surprised to
ne how qmckly citizens from otherlands
imbued with the national - spirit.

In this pride of country and this de-
sire to have men of other lands think
Righly of it, it would be well if Canadians
were more like their American neighbors
than they are. Even native Canadians
do not séem to have any very strong love
for the land of their birth, and. immi-
grants coming to Canada continue

to act and speak as if ‘they were

‘We re-f
membered that the organ of the Opposi- | na ;
tion had. questioned the Government’s|us ) inhe!  prospects
wfull of hope. Yet wo belittle  our-|

* L her.

selves. Qur toue s too often that of
‘malcontents and- ingrates.

eurselves to our own disparagement with
our ne:ghhors. We'e rate our divi-
sions and emphasize. rivalries,
We bewail our slowness of initiative, our
lack of fruitful en nse, our talents left
buried in the ground.

Thisis to be deplered. It would be
far Dbetter. if Canadians were eontinually
blowing . their. own. trumpets, if they
formed too high an estimato of their own |/
good qualities and f they ket oo great a
value on.the admhgea and rescurces of
their country than'to be thus perpetually
trying to make themselves and_ their
country appear to be worse than they are.

4 SC'ANDAL.

The latest 'Wlll gensation in Tondoit
has BEeR the Dunlo divorce case. Lord

‘| Dunlo_ is the eldest son of Lord Clan-

carty. He is dederibed in a Canadian
newspaper as & ‘ carotty-haired, weak-
eyed, crack-brained scion of aristrocracy.”
He has'not ~yet dttained his majority.

“This-callow youth fell in love  with Belle
Bilton, & . .music. hall _singer ' and a very
pretty girl. . Whep*Lord Clancarty heard
of his hopeful ‘son’s’ escapade, he was
dreadfully angry and threatened: his' son
with the withdrawal of his allowance and
other pains and penalties almost equally
terrible.  The -miserable boy became
scared and deserted'his wife. He after-
wards instituted a suit for divorce against
. The co-respondent was a "Mr.

Wertheimer, a friend of Lady Dunlo be-
fore she was married, and who remained
her friend when she was abandoned by
her husband. The gossips and scandal-
mongers were. greatly disappointed be-
cause the revelations at the trial were not
more spicy. The testimony was in fact
rather tame. There was some very hard
.swearing on the part of the prosecution,
and there was more ' than a suspicion of
forgery, but, althotigh the deserted wife
was continually shadowed by detectives,
nothing - that éould - be construed into
criminality was' proved against her.
There wag some evidence about kissing,
but it was so vague that the judge him-
self commented upou it in a sarcastic
vein, In fack, Judge Hannen evidently
sympathised with the plebian wife, and
did not make any attempt to conceal his
contempt for the patrician husband. His
charge was strongly in favor of Lady
Dunlo. Popular sympathy was on the
side of the pretty music-hall songstress.
Phe trial is likely to add greatly to her
value as a singer. If she remains on the
stage, crowds will' flock to hear a live
Lady sing. . She has'already been offered
a very high salary by a London theatrical
firm, and it is said that. an enterprising
Boston manager 'has also cabled her a
magnificent offer. The whole affair is
not likely to increase the respect of the
people of the ‘speaking race for
the British nutqcru:y

RELUCTANT %MKENDATION.
: The Opposition h:-m rather slow in
giving in its adhesion to _the land policy
inaugurated by the preum: Government.

The action taken by the Government has

'Gemms, Belgians,

‘require a new and o different | Th2

oy, and it might Have occured to them ‘
the change would have been éffected |-

if they had been altogether silent on the | mui

of | subject:  We hvegoodmdonmboheve

that the course which the Government is
now pursuing was not decided upon
yesterday or the day before. This may
readily be inferred from the fact of the
Government’s taking it of its own motion
and before the representatives elected in
June last were afforded . the - opportunity
of bringing upon those ‘who compose it
the least pressure. The Opposition organs
must admit that they have of late
said little or nothing about land reform
and that the Government had no partiou-
1ar reason to believe that even ‘its oppo

‘nenta “looked” upon’ “it a8 & \)ufh'ingw

questmn on which immediate action was
required. . Thera is therefore. no  ade-

quate canse for “the self-glonﬁoatmn

with which the Advertiset seasons its
approval of the n:w Government's new
policy.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD.

The Salvation Army celebrated its 25th
anniversary at the Crystal Palace, Lon-
don, on the 16th of last menth. There
werd over one hundred th dp
present most - of whom were soldiers in
the Army. There were among them re-
presentatives of many nations—Dutch,
French, Italians,
Swiss, Swedes and Norwegians. The
behaviour of this greatamultitude was ad-
mirable, and extorted praise from ob-
servers who do not look upon the Army
and its methods with favor. The Times
report says :

“Of the celebration itself the most un-
sympathetic and cynical would admit
that it was satmfactory to see so
many tho ds enjoying t lves in a
perfectly omerly fashion, with none of
the accompaniments of drinking and
rowdyism with which great gatherings are
too frequently associated. In the Army,
abstinence from drink and tobacco is not
only a * counsel of perfection’ but a duty
and condition of membership.”

The article in the Times on the cele-
bration is not, by ‘any means, compli-
mentary. An under-current of contempt
is perceptible all through it. The wonder-
ful thing ahont the Army, acmrdmz 10
the Thunderer, is that it has lasted. For
& movement of that kind, which almost
‘everyone predicted would die young, to
have lived to see the close of its twenty-
fifth year is what excites the surprise of
sceptics and scoffers.

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

IN a silly paragraph, doubtless intend-
ed to be witty, which appeared in the
evening paper last Saturday, it is inti-
mated that in consequence of the ‘‘sour-
ness of interested officials” in the Educa-
tion Department, there had been unne-
cessary delay in issuing cheques to the
teachers for last th, Now, upon en-
quiry, it has been ascertained that, so
far as the Education Department is. con-

cerned, the cheques were issued TwWoO{:

DAYS BARLIER this year than usual. Ttis
to be suspected that our contemporary
'u' Aaht J'othe‘lw Hoflum!
disgruntled:teacher for its information-—a
source from which much of its inspira-
tion is well understood to be  drawn.

Frou the Statistical Yearbook of Can-

ada, prepared by Mr. Sydney Roper, this
summary is taken : - The immigration of

. ment.

The money gained
railway, ships, steamers,
forth, and so the pi :
may still be said to be

giviag life to its industries and
ment to many who would n
have had it or - been hm

d" have discovered, or discoyering
Would have worked theso ‘mines and ha
done the same? There can be but one

there iz plenty of room for the experi-
The strike at Nanaimo is nmh
regretted by all, and both sides  require
hypnimzmg or 1:; all events the ﬂn_)ier

i : : e

that peo%le chnz toit so closel

never wish to leave. ' If British Columbia

be hell, it is a very pleasant place, and

most pevple will beconlent to abide in it.
X.

" . JAMES’ BAY FLATS.

To rHE EpIrTor :—After all the ate
talk about the ** single tax ” it is amus-
ing to see the Mayor and council desirous
of selling James’ Bay for dollars. If the
Mayor had really an idea that the “umzle
tax ” is right in principle, the proper
thing for him and council to do would be
to rent James’ Bay—to let it out for
building, granting che builders leases for
a number of years at.a given rental. = At
the end of the. period, the City would
resume possession ; perhaps the city wish
to put n}i‘;mﬂdmgs themselves and rent
them. ey might get a loan on mort-

for the purpose, and, oh my,
wouldn’t it be good for their friends.
Anyhow hereis an opportunity for the
Mayor to test the prmcxp]e—for by this
time doubtless, he has ed d at least
the citizens up to the mark. Personally
I think the corporation had better
dredge out the mud and make the basin
useful. Of course an iron bridge can be
built from Government stréet having
houses ou each side and the water below
for sanitary purposes.  Perhaps the
whole expense of this might be paid by
rentals, but it is too much to expect
James’ Bay flats to pay for sewers, irom
bridges, buildings and everything else.
There would probably be the devil to pay
also. How much rent does the corpora-
tion get, for illegally giving the public
landing at Menzies street,; to the
athletes ?

PETER.
THE ATHLETIC CLUB BUILDING.

To TeE Ep1ToRr ; Possibly the best way
to settle with the ‘‘ athletes” is for the
corporation to refund them all their ex-
penses. The foundation of the building
can be utilized for a public landing. Do
not take to ‘‘law” unless friendly
negotiation fail. The landing must be
preserved to the public by one or the
other, or both proceedmgs

S. HELMCEEN.

P ——

THE BEHRING SEA QUESTION.

To trE Eprror:—The following letter
was written for publication in the Ore-
goman, and was intended for Americans,
but as it is a question that deeply oon-
cerns Victorians, I take the liberty of
furnishing you a copy for publication :

In the present interesting shute of the

stion new ts are t aris-
ing, and it is well that the Amenum pub-
lic should obtain a thorough und

‘ l. ¢ _:
anyone suppose that ‘the. government|

answer, No. * If the government wuhal, ¢

HEY would b
tion shoylq

nerican vesselg
88ea. Therefore
‘Dwm’e Ppreseunt.-
ng the sea ang

. lty, while our

American mug;
& . thief m the

Aminey
Ing the
tirm

8 t)xe Bl‘lhsh schooner
88 Seized near Copper
oﬂicer:lgil board oy
Omme: Company's
claim set up by the
he British Minister 4
a8  that the vessel v
mile limit. But it was
gide that one of her
e three-mile limir,

le question seemed

d be established that
the vessel were out.
med, Russia would

; and would release
then if Russia does

e jurisdiction over

ide of the three-mile
imited States going way
- obtained from Russia
ing vessels hundreds

I’ctbu' addressed to your

2 t, 1 took occasion to

d be against the tradi-

best interests of the

’ ave our claim conceded,

& right to close the Belring gs

It should be conceded o us,

_nations could play at the same

if each should set up a claim

portion of the sea, the grear

iy ‘of nations’’ would soon be-

@ & thing of the past, and we would
have no neutral waters.

history, all tradition and poetry

are based upon the theury that thc

““ocean is free,” .and no “country more

than America has greater . interest 1

int; ngﬂm:des.

ust. take & peep inty

'S A’ ]
E!qmmalt harbor and see the war ves

sels lyiong there, I think he would soon
come to the ¢onclusion that a war with
England over this question would be no
holiday sport for us.

There are single vessels of the fleet'hat
could cross over to Puget Sound in a few
hours and lay every city under heavy
tribute or destmy them at will They

could d to San Fra » and com-
plebalyduhvyltfor all we could do to

In making this statement I
am Dot assuming high military knowl-
edge, but referto the highest authority
in the land, such men as General Miles
and others who have made similar state-
ments and are constantly pressing their
views on the government. No person
hasa pride or higher oplmon of
American valor or America’s natural
strength and ability to carry on -a great
war than myself. I know we are a great
nation of over sixty millions of people,
with almost unlimited resources, and
could put an army of over two milliors of
fighting men in the field at a compara-
tively short notice. I know that in time
we could probably overrun and take pos-
session of all the British territory on the
American continent, and destroy a vast
amount of England’s shipping. But t
be plunged suddenly into a war with kn-
gland ' on  a - triffling pretext we
would be placed at a disadvan
tage. We would be like a wib
of brave men with bare hands offering
battle with-a force of well armed wcn.
We are simply not prepared as Engliud
is. We have no war vessels on tiw
Pacific coast that would be a match fo
some cf the vessels of the fleet now lyiny
at Victoria. It is® said by some (pert
the statement is. over drawn) that thc
Amphion could destroy our favorit
vessel the Charleston in three mmuu s
without firinga gun. But it is almos
folly to even talk of the pOSSIblht)
war between the two nations over the
present question.

England does not want it, and her
course all through has been marked with
dignity and forbearance, in striking cou-
trast with the course taken by our govern-
ment.

If we are ever to have a war with
England, and it is to be hoped it will
never happen, let it be over some vital
question involving our rights, such «s
would justify us in bringing the whole
force of the nation into action. And
whenever America’s honor or interests
are at stake, it is to be hoped there will
be found no digsenting voice among her
people, and that all will be ready to up-
hold and defend her against, not only
England, but the whole world, if neces-
sary. . Wixanr.

Tourist guldes at Daley s.

L

tis ming apparent e

lish goverment has .decided to tak%ngn
firmer stand than she has heretofore ta-

of war vauala at Esquimalt equal to any
eme! hat may arise.  In the mean-
time the Amerlcm government seems in-
clined to recede a little.  While this

may be somewhat humiliating to some
Amerieans, it i really the first sensible

ken, and she has quietly collected a flest
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" When Baby was sick, we gave her Castoria,

- When she was & Child, she cried for Castoria,
When she became Miss, she clung to Castoria,
‘When she had Children, she gave them Castoris,
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