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orgeous Palace Where the Kaiser Used to Strut Now Shelters
" the Housewives’ League—German Ladies Have Become

! Scrubwomen and seamstresses—Paying the

, Price of War.

SEWING A SHROUD AS WELL AS A SHIRT”

E Berlin, Germany.
th fingers weary and worn,

Y heavy and red,
Md::e.. in vuynwumanly rags,

diving her nesdls and thread.—
[teh tcb—cﬁhh!

poverty, hungen, and dirt;

And stilt with a ‘Wolce of dolorous

ml
o sang the *Song of the Shirt!

{11 the braln begins to swim!
ork-—work—work
i1l the eyes are heavy and daim!
n, and gusset, and band,
Band, and gusset, and seam,—
11 over the buttons I fall asleep,
And sew them on in a dream!"”

homas Hood’s “Song of the Shirt”
s closely into the Germany of to-
lv. The fall of the mark has ruined
e middle and upper classes and
i\dreds of thousands of women, who
merly were rich or well-to-do, are
bw destitute and looking for work.
bme go out to service at pitiful
ages, some take in sewing, some are

ub-women in the public buildings,
ime even walk the streets as sand-
ich advertisements of the vaudeville
hpatres, and others hide their pov-
y by working secretly in homes
here they were once society queens.
hese reduced gentlewomen are
‘ on, and some starve rather than
istheir wants be known. A baroness
ho died the other day, upon being
epared for burial, was found to be
learing paper underclothing, and the

ations of others are so desperate
at many of the charitable organiza-
ons are trying to relieve them, One
ovement, started here in Berlin in a
hall way, is now spreading through

parts of the German capital and
fen going out to other cities and

bwns. This is the establishing of a

me industry that such women can

B |

This cut represents a Cadillac lim-
ousine which was shown at the
National Exhibition. The bocdy was
built by us, and was pronounced
a perfect model of design and crafts-
manship.

BODIES TO ORDER.

We build any type of body on
the better grade new chassis for
customers requiring superior work-
manship and more exclusive style
than the usual stock bodies. If you
have a high grade old chassis we
can build you a new body, giving
vou a practically new car. Orders
must be placed now to secure fall
elivery.

ARRIAGE FACTORIES.
Limited,
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carry on outside the factories and
stores. It might really be called a
sweat-shop industry, in  which the
workers are aristocrats. The articles
made will go to the wholesale and re-
tail stores, and in some cases to fac-
torles. They are prepared according
to order, and at prices much below
those in the regular trade.
In the Kaiser's Palace.

The headquarters of this new move-
ment is the palace of the kaiser. The
gorgeous home in which he strutted
about, often changing his uniform a
half dozen times a day, is now given
up to public offices and shown also
as a museum. One of the offices is
that of the German Housewives’
League, which has to do with supply-
ing this work to reduced gentle-
women. The director of the new in-
dustry is” Miss Pawel Ramingen, a
society lady of great organizing and
executive ability. When I called upon
her she was surrounded by goods of
all kinds, made by the ex-aristocrats,
and, as we looked ovef them, well-
dressed but woe-begone ladies, young
and old, came in, bringing the work
they had done and carrying away the
material and orders for other work
to do. During my stay I looked over
the stock in trade and made some
purchases to take home as presents.
The things are exquisitely done and
the amount of labor upon them in
comparison with the prices charged is
pitiful. I bought wo lace doilies, made
by hand with fine linen thread. Each
was twice as large as a dinner plate
and as delicate as a cobweb. The
price was not quite fifty cents, and
the woman who did the work received
thirty cents each. Miss Ramingen
told me that it takes at least ten days
to make a doily and as I look at mine
I am sure this is an underestimate. I
have had one photographed, pinning it
on the back of the black dress of my
typist, to show my friends what it is
like. It measures fourteen inches in
diameter, and is so gossamerlike that
it might almost be called a mu-
seum piece. I am ashamed to own
it when I think that the woman who
made it could not have earned more
than ten cents a day.

Baby Shoes at Two Cents a Pair.

The ladies were anxious to seill, and
I bought a number of other articles
of various kinds. I bought six pairs
of baby shoes for my little grandson,
aged four months, at a price that
could not have netted the maker more
than two cents a pair. They were of
fine white wool, trimmed with blue,
and were crocheted by hand. I bought
for my little granddaughter, who was
born in Isaris just five months ago, a
beautiful sheet of fine netting to
spread over her cradle, This article
lies before me as I write. It is four
feet in width by five feet in length. It
is edged with silk thread and d=cor-

ated with great lilies of white siik

L
ROLONGED periods

of vi-

bration will weaken the
best of steel. What do they do

_ to tender nerves!
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ANY IS SINGING THE NEW SONG OF THE SHIRT
JILE ‘ARISTOCRATS’ WORK AT THREE CENTS A DAY

IN GERMANY TODAY.

War is exacting its penalties in Germany. The women of the middle
classes are the ones hardest hit, and, @s in the picture above, some are
reduced to such extremities that they are compelled to pick over the garbage
outside the markets in search of scraps of food.

cmbroidery running four inches deep
around the edges. The work is all by
hang, and I am told that the woman
put two weeks’ continuoug labor upon
it. Nevertheless it cost me just 80
cents, and half of this must have been
included in the material.: There is
also some sentiment connected with
this quilt. It is the work of a Baltic
countess, who had a great estate in
Latvia, where she lived In luxury un-
til the new government of that re-
public confiscated her property &and
gave the most of it over to the peas-
ants. They left her one hundred
acres, but if she sold that today it
would be for Latvian money, which
is worth no more than the currency
here in Berlin.

When the countess came to Ger-
many she had considerable money,
but she invested it in German bonds,
which she thought as good as gold. All
this has vanished with the fall of the
mark. At her home not far from
Riga, she had a large courtry hous?,
and her entertainments were famous.
Today she lives in a little furnished
room in the heart of the city, and
thanks God when the sun shines, so
that she can save on the light by
which she does this exquisite work.
Think of trying to sew at the rate of
40 cents a week, one-half of which
must go for the materials on which
you are working, and you have tase
ccndition of this titled lady who made
the quilt for my baby granddaughter.

1,000 Stitches for a Cent.

Among the other thingg shown me
at this store, inside the gorgeous pal-
ace of the kaiser, were some lady’'s
handkerchiefs of fine cambric, about
as big as a sheet of notepaper, roll-
hemmed with thread of different
colors. I bought 30 at a cost of less
than a dollar, and I venture each has
at least ong thousand stitches in its
beautiful border. The price I paid
was about three cents aplece and I
feel guilty and mean as I look at them.
Nevertheless, I paid twice what the
woman asked when she spread them
before me and she was delighted. I
doubt if any woman who is reading
this could @ the work on one of
these three-cent handkerchiefs in the
space of six hours. Still the prices
are such that the labor cost could
not have been more than one cent.

Baroness Making Sweaters.

I cannot speak of all the beautiful
things made by these reduced gen-
tlewomen and of their ridiculous
prices, but I must say a word con-
cerning the chief business which, just
now, is the knitting of sweaters.
Thousands of ladies’ sweaters are be-
ing turned out for the department
stores and wholesale dealers of the
CGerman capital. The sweaters are of
the finest wool or silk or mercerized

tcctton.  They are long, full-sleeved

by working half the night, is able
to turn out a sweater in two days, but
the gas light cuts down her profits.

As to hemstitclting, the pay for a
bandkerchief with six rows about the
edges is two cents, and only those
who have good eyes can do that work
at all. I have four lace-trimmed
handkerchiefs, the tag upon which
states that the woman who made
them worked 96 hours. The selling
price of the four was less than two
dollars.

Of course, the women cannot live
on such wages. They barely exist,
and I am told that now and then one
Cies on the job. This recalls another
verse of the “Song of the Shirt”:

“O men with sisters dear!

O men with mothers and wives!

It is not linen you're wearing out,
But human creatures’ lives!
Stitch—stitch—stitch,

In poverty, hunger and dirt—
Sewing at once, with a double

thread,
A shroud as well as a shirt!*

Aristocratic Stitchers,

I asked Miss Pawel Ramingen to
tell me something of her principal
workers. They belong to all classes
of the former well-to-do and even of
the rich. Some are the wives of
high government officials of the old
regime. The husbands of others are
officers who have had nothing to do
since the trade of killing, men has
been given up for the time, and many
are widows living upon pensions
which the fall of the mark has so
reduced that they yield practically
nothing. There are five hundred
ladies who call every day for work
of this kind and more than two thou-
sand who come in every now and
then to get something on which they
can labor as their home duties per-

mit. Eight well-known, charitable |’

ladies are now handling the store in
the palace, and branches are being
organized in different sections of the
city in order that the women may
save carfare by getting the work ncar
their homes.

The institution is now being as-
sisted by the municipality, but it will
soon be on a self-paying basis. The
demand for work is rapidly increas-
ing, and eventually tens of thousands
of these former aristocrats will be
so employed. As prices rise and
times get better, it is hoped that the
labor will receive increased pay,. but
the situation of Germany is such and
the poor are so many that it will be a
generation or more before the nced
of something to do disappears.

* A Baroness From Silesia.

While I was In the league rooms
2 fine-looking lady, wearing a long
fur coat, entered, bringing some
hand-painted china which she had
made. She wanted to know if such

called atmy rooms had a brooch and
buckle of hammered brass which she
had made. I paid her one dollar for
them and you cannot imagine the
feeling that this seemingly extraor-
dinary price created in her. Her eyes
filled with tears and she kissed my
hand and thanked me again and
again.
Shirts at Three for a Dime.

Along this sam iline is an experi-
ence I have had with a beautiful
sewing woman who has made me.a
half-dozen silk shirts. I bought the
silk, and she came to the hotel to get
my order. She speaks English, is
well educated, is about thirty years
of age, and has a husband. She
took my measure and I gave her an
old shirt as a copy. I then asked
her the price, and the figure, trans-
lated into American money, just
equaled three cents, Upon my say-

‘ing that this was too little, she re-

plied that Wertheim, who might be
called the John Wanamaker of Ber-
lin/ having the largest and most
aristocratic department store here,
paid his women workers six cents a
shirt, but she wwould not think of
charging so much. I next asked how
long it would take her to make a
shirt, and she thought she could do
one in a day. She almost fell over
when I told her that I would pay
at least twice the price of the de-
partment store and give her a pres-
ent at the end of the job. When the
shirts were delivered they were
beautifully made. I pald her an
amount which equaled about twenty-
five cents a shirt and she went away
joyful,

Before leaving, however, she con-
fided to me that she had had much
trouble regarding the button-holes.
She had given this work out to a
specialist, a woman who sews button-
holes only, and this woman had
charged her forty marks per button-
hole, which she said was “ungeheur
teuer.” I figured the rate out at the
exchange of the day and found it
was just one-tenth of a cent, or one-
half the widow's mite of the Bible.
There were ten buttonholes in each
shirt, and that woman made all for
one cent. Take a pilece of silk and
work a button-hole without the aid
of any machine, using needlg \and

thread, and find out if the charge
was too much.

(Copyright, 1923, by Carpenter's World
Travels.)

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL-
WAY, MAY 13,

Effective Sunday, May 13, impor-
tant changes in train schedules will
be made. Full particulgrs from any
Canadian Pacific agent. — Advt.
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latest Reo 5-passenger Sedan—
a straight-lined body that is as

stylish outside as it is comfortable inside,
and at a very moderate price.

—With enduring steel paneling, heavy

plate glass, and a framework of selected
hardwood (braced with drop-forgings) to
assure permanence and make the gocd-

ness lasting.
—With the famous Reo double-framed

chassis and the incomparable Reo 50

horse-power, 6-cylinder engine to provide
mechanical ruggedness and flexible power

in generous measure,

BEEMER & CO.

QUEEN’S AVENUE, LONDON.
Phone 5670,

/—_—-‘

Vhe Gold Standard

of Values

CHANGING THE MOTORING HABITS

and of a fashionable cut. It takes a N e el an.d ST
tast worker at least three diys to league could handle it for her. She
make one, and the price she receives :-a.s t;ﬂd tha; Y e e
in marks at the current rate of ex- bl‘(::‘ sth:tr tshuec . cma)x;ufa‘ctm:s . yor
change is only ten cents. Imagine the knitting Eﬁ){ch;:l s:,\;e = ;: D'.ne'
most refined and best educated old When tl'ae woma.ngiett shec:szke:?g{
:;f:) i:o‘;u::row'a ‘;h" h;’ spent her|.p.. several handkerchiefs which she
y and perhaps been a|.ypected to hemstitch for three cents
society leader, working three days for apiece and of which a skilled worker
a dln'ae and you have one phase of this can finish two or three in a day. She
home Industry, was told she could be instructed in
The sweaters are sold by the de- other work without charge if she
pvartment stores at high-prices. One would go -to gchool for & week. The
can buy them there or he can pur-| poor woman replied that her home
chase the wool or silk and have them

Some folks think they don’t
need shock absorbers for city
travel. What about the bouncing
over car tracks, uneven pave-
ments, the bad spots, the un-
paved patches, the bumps, jars,
Jjolts?

Your nerves know. Let Hass.
lers’ protect those nerves!

Hasslers’ absorb and dissipate
the shocks and vibration your
nerves now take — that’s why
there are a million Hasslers’ in

use.

The better the springs in your
car, the more regilient they are.
Hasslers’ absolutely will save you
the discomforts of violent spring
action, road pounding, bumps,
jiggling and vibration.

Saved gasoline alone will pay for

Em tire expen's:,m:lirum nki:l;
e

re-sale value.

OF A NATION

The superb elegance of finish and
appointments of the McLaughlin- aipstip

Prices F.O.B. Oshawas
Government Tax Extra
Master Foars
23-35 Reguler Touring.... ﬂgg

53-37 oupsp. 1830
Sedan 5 Passenges. .
23-38 Touring Sedan..... 1858

Master Sixes
Sedan. ....$2728

1
.. 2795
Scen e 2
ass, jour.
23-50 Sedan 7

] o ® d
in establishing the preponderant
: was in Silesia, a half-day’s ride from e
knit to measure at the cost of the 2 l d assenger
i Quporiera, Mise et il popularity of the fine closed car. LS . 2
ordered two which reach from her penned on the record. It was that 23-65 Special Touting 2378
neck to her hips, embracing her capa- | showed me Jier name, which she had . g
cious 46 bust. She is to pay less than
Where Cigars Are a Treat,
SRS S, depy: ane Hew, Sufpose| nere was some delay in getting
you buy some wool and a pair of knit- | tne goods I have described. Several
ting needles and make yourself a gar- .
ment of ?@;’:’a{ ’:‘;‘:‘ t)lxt will not| purchases were brought at one time -
compare in beauty with the work of | by a lady of the league to me at Servi tati
| wiscammmmcrn my
these ladies, but it will show you|notel. In paying for them I added - Local Salesr()OlﬂS a!ld rvice S tlon’
nickels. . amount, and gave the lady herself the Co Bath‘lrst an Ri mon (2
Moreover, the work must be done|sum of flve thousand marks, telling K. d c'! d Str ts
by experts and the unskilled have to| her to buy a box of candy with it on
anything worth selling. The House- | lighted and shook my hand over and
wives' League has' skilled teachers,|over again. She said she would not
some of whom come from the whole- | use it for candy, but it would ge t:

Buick Sedan has been no small factor
e, i ot s s it Berlin, and that she would wait. After
o . S of a well-known baroness.’
75 nts apiece and she will have 7 ;
McLAUGIILIN MOTOR CAR CO., LIMITED

articles were on order and all of my
how much each of them does for two| some thousands of marks to the
be trained before they can ‘make| her way out. She was greatly de-
sale and retail firms which give the| buy some cigars for her hushand, wio

12  Factory ' Branches From Coast to Coast—Dealers Everywher?




