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NORTH ONTARIO.
The election of Mr. Madu.l in North 

Ontario fc a remarkable event. It is an 
event- of ill omen to the Mowat Govern­
ment, which haa pressed too hard on pub­
lic patience and credulity. And it is a 
warning to those who have been endeavour­
ing to represent the feeling of the province 
of Ontario as being hostile to the Liberal- 
Conservative party from every aspect. 
This constituency has long been the prize 
of* Grit activity. It was represented by a 
Grit who appointed himself to an office in 
his own county. It is represented by a 
Grit in the Dominion Parliament. Every 
possible influence of men and money and 
local prejudice was brought to bear against 
Mr .Madill in the contest He had 
som^iisadvantages. He was young. He 
was not probably a practised political 
speaker and canvasser. He was on the 
side which is accustomed to lose in the 
local elections. But a high personal 
character, great energy arid commendable 
perseverance on his own part, and a

probably forever. The Mow** Govern­
ment must know that the reaction which 
is inevitable against a Government too long 
in power will begin in some such way. 
This may be the beginning of the end. 
The very hardest Grit constituencies may 
be trusted not to endure forever the rule of 
men who under very specious masks can tol­
erate a good deal of corkscrewing and incor­
rect political conduct ; who in the name of 
", economy ” can waste the public money; 
in the name of the “ public interest ’’ can 
pander to the private interest of their sup­
porters, and in the name of “ Liberalism ” 
take to themselv® autocratic power and 
issue ukases against the enjoyment of pri­
vate rights and property. If (he result in 
North Ontario is indeed a “ reaction," as

3e have a right to say, then it is a sign 
lat will be gladly recognized by large 
numbers of those who, however, have 

hitherto been supporters of this preten­
tious but very fraudulent Administra­
tion. In any case it .is a con­
stituency won * for our side and
lost to the Grit party. It is
quite unlikely that any other verdict 
will hereafter be returned. Before the 
necessity arises for another election in that 
district, other districts will probably exhibit 
a similar revolt against the smothering in­
fluences of smug administrative mediocrity 
in Toronto, against the cheap and tinsel 
tyranny of the Cbookees, the Pardebs, and 
the Mowats. Time is on the side of the 
local Opposition in Ontario, and public 
opinion will prdbatdy veer round to that 
side too, for the public interests and 
private rights have found in them their 
test defenders.
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BRITISH AND INTERCOLONIAL 
TRADE.

Oub readers will remember that some 
days ago we called attention to the delega­
tion that had waited on Lord Kimberley 
in regard to British and Intercolonial 
Trade ; and we discussed m more than one 
issue the points of the Colonial Minister’s 
speech. The deputation that waited on 
lord Kimberley was the outcrop of amove- 
ment which began in Canada last year, and 
culminated in a general meeting of dele­
gates in London in February last, for the 
purpose of considering the commercial in­
terests of the British Empire,the preserva­
tion of its unity and integrity by means of 
closer trade relations. At the first meeting 
a committee was appointed to consider 
the best means of securing the object of 
the conference. The Canadian members 
of the committee were CoL Gzo wski 
(Toronto), Mr. R. R. Dobell (Quebec), 
and Mr. Charles Churchill. This com­
mittee presented resolutions, which were 
adopted, advising that the views of the 
colonies s'sould be ascertained i i all mat­
ters of inbimationul trade concent, w'flcro 
colonial -rests might Le involved ; that 
i Royal stwt-.r. tiienl j he appointed to 
take evi « uy-infi-w the nids tui tS, 
tariffs of the empire ; ,st . Department 
if State bo «*aU>iulie-i for the perpec of 
«king charge of e wwiu-n e and agriculture; 
and finally, that an assoc atien snwvuld be 
Virmed for the purpose of advocating these 
important, measures.

It has been, already noted no doubt that 
incoungiog success U *, far attended 
die steps of this organization. In the 
ira* place, the following advertisement 

i the Times shows that an associatkm

J. D. Thomson, Esq. fî, J. Macdonald, Esq. 
In the second place, the association has 
had an interview with the.Colonial Minis­
ter, in the course of which he delivered the 
remarkable speech to which we have al­
luded. And in the third place, the House 
of Commons has adopted Sir Mashby 
Lofes’ resolution in favour of the forma­
tion of a Ministry of Commerce and Agri­
culture ; and Mr. Gladstone haa admitted 
that he assents to the proposition of Sir 
Masset Lopes, but sees, as he always does, 
difficulties in the way of accomplishing "the 
desired object.

It is obvious that the interests of 
Canada in this matter are very great. The 
establishment of a. British Minister of 
Commerce and Agriculture would be a very 
important step ; and whether or not the 
colonies would be benefitted thereby is a 
point about which differences of opinion 
nright reasonably be allowed to exist. The 
opinion of the London Standard, lor 
instance, is as follows :

“ Under the present system, as Sir Massey 
Lopes pointed out, what is everybody’s busi­
ness is nobody’s business. And he thinks 
that some harm might already have been 
prevented bad a department existed whose 
special duty it was to look after oar commer­
cial interests. He declares, -for instance, that 
the colonies would neper have been allowed to 
establish hostile tariffs; and whether we 
agree with him or not, we can See that a 
Minister of Commerce might easily supvly 
information, or arguments, to a Colonial or 
Foreign Minister which would he of great 
value to him when engaged in such negotia­
tions.**
The gravity of this piece of stupidity 
deepens its comicality. It is quite certain 
that if the department was ran on such 
lines as that, the colonies would soon find 
occasion to quarrel with it, and would be 
driven to repudiate it quite emphatically. 
Our own opinion is different. We believe 
that such a Minister as is suggested would 
be a very useful personage. He would be 
the official medium through which facts, 
“ information,’* and “arguments” could 
be conveyed from the colonies to 
the British Government. He would 
soon learn that the body of opinion 
in England and in the colonies was not so 
strongly in favour of free trade aa the 
Standard imagines ; and he would find 
himself face to face (as without such a 
Minister the British Government will, in 
any case, find itself) with a problem of 
retaliation versus free trade which cannot 
be solved by an epigram or disposed of in 
an interview.

Lord Kimberley, in the interview 
to which we referred before, expressed

S enough his opinion of the imprac- 
ty of interfering with the colonial 
tariffs. He even saw that there was some­

thing to be said, from the point of sucifess, 
in favour of the Canadian tariff And in 
time his Lordship might come to see that 
his hands would probably be strengthened 
by conceding to popular wishes in Eng­
land the policy hia political friends con­
demn in the colonies. In this conversion, 
as in the apparent oonveriioh of the Lord 
Mayor of London and some others, the 
new association may have an active part 
Meantime it is apparent that a tide of 
opinion is rising in England in favour of 
self-protection, against which Cobdenism 
and Brightism will have to straggle with 
all its might, and may possibly struggle in
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NORTH WATERLOO.
Whether a re-count will result in seating 

Mr. Bigelow in place of Mir. Madill or 
not, there is no mistaking the significance 
of the contest. It is our conviction that 
the scrutiny will increase rather than 
diminish the majority in favour of the 
Liberal-Conservative candidate. However 
this may be, the fact remains that whereas 
Mr. Paxton was returned in 1879 by a 
majority of a hundred and ninety, at a 
time when the Opposition element was 
strongest, the supporter of Mr. Mow at is 
substantially defeated, however the figures 
may ultimately stand. The province is, 
in fact, out of humour with the old wo­
manly—the maternal system of govern­
ment Were the men at the hélm strong 
and vigorous, and had their rule anything 
of the masculine about it, it might be called 
patriarchal But while it is arbitrary 
enough, there ia no backbone to it, and it 
is high time that there were a change in 
our domestic management The present 
Government has never recovered from the 
fatal taint which marked it from birth. 
The desertion of Mosers. Blake and Mac­
kenzie left the dominant party of the time 
headless, and the ingenious device of 
bringing down a judge From the bench, in 
the person of Mr. Mow at, was hit upon at 
a ludçy moment From that time to this 
constitutional government haa been * mere 
burlesque in Ontario. The country is 
ruled by a bureaucracy sa imperious in 
conduct and as dictatorial in style as the 
Globe itself could desire.

At the last general election a fatal 
apathy lulled the Ontario Opposition 
into inactivity. They had only a year 
before achieved a brilliant victory in 
the Dominion, and their organization 
ahould have remained perfect. It was 
not so, and the enemy, learning pru­
dence from defeat, was on the alert. In­
stead of securing a stronger phalanx in 
the now House, the -Liberal-Conservatives 
found themselves in every way weaker. 
So soon as Ministers discovered their 
strength, they at once launched out 
upon their dictatorial career. They 
possessed an overwhelming • majority ; 
for four years they were masters of 
the situation ; and in consequence, from 
that day to this, instead of being the ser­
vants of the House and the province, they 
bave tdaimed to be masters pf both. For 
tan months m the year they are confessed­
ly beyond control, and forthe balance they 
are practically so. The Provincial Legis- 
ktnre has become an expensive farce, made 
ijp of ofnh-ni «illy of use on a division list. 
The Cabinet is executive, legislature, and 
alliirtio, and occasionally judicial also 
when the courts do not please it.

The language of Ministers during the 
Ira* year or two has savoured strongly of 
autocracy. Mr. Mow at is blandly dicta­
torial, Mr. Geookn blunderingly and stn- 
pi-llif ao, and Mr. fxisu insultingly and 
dominaeringiy of the ram# stripe. The 
reaction in North Ontario Drovee to demon­
stration that the people of Ontario are si* 
of. the pinafore regime. It is beginning to 
be felt that the Opposition should be

ternary gov- 
be a reality.

Unless our local legislatures are to degen­
erate into exaggerated county councils 
there must be a speedy change. The elec­
torate will soon inquire why they are 
asked to defray the immense sum required 
to keep up a body, the members of which 
are simply called together for a few weeks 
every year to register the edicts of an ab­
solute Government. If only to vindicate 
the propriety of parliamentary institutions, 
the people are bound to protest against the 
existing system. Every additional sup­
porter given to Mr. Mow at is a fatal blow 
against local autonomy. It serves only to 
supply another argument against the fed­
eral system. , . . •

The circumstances under which the two 
constituencies have been opened is, to the 
highest degree, discreditable. Both Mr. 
Paxton and Mr. Moses Springer were 
virtually made sheriffs before they re­
signed their seats. That fact alone is, 
from a Reform point of view—supposing 
Mr. Blake to be leader in truth as well 
as in name—a sufficient condemnation of , 
the appointment within their own counties 
of both men. The insolence which openly 
rewarded two of the legislative ciphers is 
only paralleled by the impudent denial - 
that they had been appointed The electors 
of North Waterloo are now asked to ac­
cept a nominee of the party, on the re­
commendation of a salaried officer of the 
province. Mr.' Springer has haà the 
temerity to say that he resigns 
hia seat in order to become a 
candidate for the Waterloo shrievalty ; 
does not every man in the county know 
that he is telling a shameless untruth ) 
D» those who are acquainted with the re­
doubtable member not know that he is not 
the man to get down until he has in black 
and white the assurance that he earn get 
up better ? The fraud perpetrated in both 
caaes is palpable ; but in North Waterloo it 
has been disgracefully and even ostenta­
tiously made patent. If the Liberal-Con­
servatives cannot succeed in defeating Mr. 
Snider or any other nominee of Moses 
Springer, their organization must be badly 
at fault.

THE FISHERY PAYMENT.
The result of international disputes is 

always difficult to foresee. Bnt probably 
no one expected -that Great Britain would 
pay £16,000 sterling to the American 
fishermen who transgressed the Jaws of 
Newfoundland at Fortune Bay. Lord 
Salisbury had repudiated the claim 
of the Americans. The Newfound­
land Government had shown that 
it was ill-founded. And all the facts 
and the law seemed to be against the justice 
of it. But the whole claim for damages I 
has been paid by a Government which in 
its despatch of October,1880,had répudia ted 
the grounds on which damages were laid. 
Lord Granville’s letteê to Minister 
Lowell pointed out the fact that 
the claim for damages was baaed 
on the alleged disturbance of "the 
Americans in a fishing to which they 
had no right under the Treaty of Washing­
ton. He also declined to agree to the 
proposition that the American fishermen 
had a right to use the fishing grounds free 
from the control of local laws and regula­
tions. He admitted, however, that the 
violence of the Newfoundland fisherman 
was wrong, and that if substantial dam­
age resulted from it damages would be 
paid. By a very liberal interpretation of 
this admission, it has been concluded to 
pay the demands of the Americana The 
sum would be sufficient, we think, 
to purchase the whole fleet that was 
interrupted, and to " fit them, out 
for half a dozen voyagea But it 
is paid ; and there is an end of 
it. Doubtless the British Government 
conceded something to cantankerousness, 
which is apt to be the note of American 
diplomacy. Our interest in the case is not 
pressing ; but it is not unimportant. The 
attitude of Great Britain on the fishery 
question must inevitably affect the for­
tunes of Canada at the next negotiation 
concerning the use of our fishery gronnda 
We had thought that we had taught the 
British authorities the merit of firmness ; 
but it is possible that we may have, as a 
nation, to go over the lesson again. 
Meantime it is interesting to leam that 
arrangements are to be made to prevent 
misunderstandings in future. We have, 
however, no faith in such arrangements. 
They have often been made, butthe Ameri­
can fishermen and officials have never been 
able to understand them.

“ WE” AND "THEY."
Our contemporary the St. John Tele­

graph will find in the events of the Col­
chester contest some ground for reconsider­
ing its indignation at our accusation of a 
want of national feeling among the Grit 
Opposition in the east Nothing is more 
remarkable in the current discussion in 
the Colchester election than the fact that 
the issues are all twelve years old. The 
Upper Province Opposition papers talk of 
the “Pacific railway syndicate,” and the 
“ infamous N. P. ” as things against which 
“ the people'of Colchester"—meaning the 
Grit Opposition—are likely to protest. It 
is, however, quite obvious that the 
Opposition in Colchester do not hase 
their hopes of triumph on the in­
famous N. P., or on the Pacific rail­
way bargain ; bnt on such success as they 
may have in reviving for a short time the 
had and bitter old anti-confederate feeling 
—not the honest feeling of the people of 
1867--8 against a constitutional measure 
which they detested, bnt the mean and 
selfish fechngr-the dishonest and disloyal 
feeling—of the" faction which persisted in a 
hopeless opposition for the sake of keeping 
hold of the local patronage and power, 
which looked to annexation as the best 
result that could be accomplished, and 
which persecuted Messrs. Howe and Mc- 
Lelan for obtaining better terms for the 
province. It was the object of Howe 
and McLelan to make their country 
peaceful and contented, under con­
ditions which were inevitable because 
they were conditions arising from colonial 
necessity and from Imperial policy. It 
was the policy of the faction which opposed 
these gentlemen to keep alive the local 
hostility in order to keep their control of 
local sources of patronage and corruption. 
And they maintained that hostility as far 
as they could even under Mr. Mackenzie’s 
regime. They were shouting against union 
in public^ even when in private they were 
begging for offices. And in their election 
contests against the principle of Union 
they were aided by money filched from 
the treasury of Sir Richard Cartwright. 
It is the old faction which is now 
opposing Mr. MoLelan in Colches­
ter, denouncing him because twelve 
years ago he did his country a 
great service (to their private disadvantage), 
and endeavouring to revive the antipathy 
to Canada and the Union by which, for 
years, they throve in the local affairs of the 
province. The opposition in Ookhester is 
net against the National Policy or the Pa­
cific railway-, certainly not altogether ; it 
is largely an opposition to Canada and to 
the Union. If the Opposition in this quar­
ter like the position, *nd relish pnoh allies, 
we shall be greatly surprised. If our St.

John contemporary thinks that its party in 
Colchester, or its contemporaries in the 
local press, are exhibiting a creditable na­
tional aspect, we shall be surprised still 
more greatly. ■-#>

-

THE TARIFF AND THE MARITIME 
PROVINCES.

Nothing can be more absurd than the 
statement that the tariff of 1879 was a 
breach of faith with the Maritime Prov­
inces. There was no part of this Domin­
ion in which the National "Policy was more 
fully and ably discussed than in the Lower 
Provinces. Sir Richard Cartwright, Sir 
Charles Tupper, Mr. Mackenzie, the can­
didates in the counties and the local press, 
had the whole subject out for debate in a 
way that left no point untouched and no 
view unconsidered. There was no part of 
the Dominion in which the National Policy 
was more denounced by the Grit speakers 
and writers than in the Lower Provinces. 
The whole case against that policy was 
presented day after day for nearly three 
years ; and the people were asked to re­
ject it on every ground that could be made 
to sustain an appeal to their prejudices 
and their pockets. On the other hand, 
there was no part of the country in which 
the merits of protection pure and simple 
were more boldly and broadly stated ; in 
which the National Policy was more fully 
aceepted in its widest sense. The Lower 
Province people had every possible oppor­
tunity of discussing the subject, and of 
nnderstinding its- every point In Nova 
Scotia in particular the battle was long 
and warmly contested. The interests of 
that province, such as the West India 
trade, coal mining, and sugar refining, were 
involved in the success of the National 
Policy ; and over these three a hot battle 
was fought. Then, with the fullest infor­
mation on the subject, the people by an 
overwhelming majority accepted the 
National Policy. What then can be more 
absurd than to say that the Lower Province 
people were “deceived” by the National 
Policy 1 Suppose the tariff is higher than 
some of them expected, what then 1 In 
the first place, the people were told that the 
National Policy meant, in the minds of 
those who advocated it, just as much pro­
tection as would protect. The people fully 
understood that fact. In the second place, 
they have since learned from the lips of 
Sir Richard Cartwright and the other 
leaders of the Opposition that if these men 
had come into power, the tariff (or taxes) 
would have been raised. And Mr. 
Charlton has told them that under the 
next Liberal Government it may be a 
little higher than at present. These facts 
expose at once the untruthfulness of the 
argument that the Lower Provinces were 
deceived, and the hypocrisy of those who 
make use of it. (

UNBELIEF AS A FASHION.
Nothing strikes the reflective observer 

of passing mental phenomena more im­
pressively than the dogmatic attitude of 
scepticism. It professes to know nothing 
about what is unseen and eternal, and so 
far it has a right to go, in the individual 
agnostic. But modern professors of no 
faith are not content with a confession 
which should engender, not arrogance, but 
humility. They must needs go farther, and 
assert authoritatively that nothing can be 
known about the Creator or the human 
soul How, let us ask, do those who 
know nothing come to know that 1 Whence 
do thej derive ‘ the1, power to limit the 
range of human knewledgo, or, being des­
titute of spiritual vision themselves, deny 
with angry positiveness the existence of 
those things which can only be “ spiritual­

ly discerned ” 1 Is not the instinctive 
feeling of the race, surviving ail religious 
revolutions, all temporary upheavals, all 
substantial changes, worthy of the deepest 
and most serious respect 1 How comes it 
that after all the changes which have 
passed over mankind, widening its 
view, expanding its aspirations, increasing 
its knowledge, there remains still, as the 
sole nexus which imites the race from the 
dawn of history until now, the instinct of 
worship, the aspirations outward and up­
ward towards God and a world “ ayont”!

Is it by chance that man to-day, after 
millenniums of development, feels more 
acutely than ever his sense of dependence, 
longs with spiritual hunger for the bread 
which perishes not, and lifta his eyes more 
wistfully than in ages past for a glimpse 
of the everlasting lulls, thence expecting 
aid 1 Science, with the five senses at its 
command, effects to explain all things in 
terms of matter and forces ; how 
does it explain this, the most 
persistent of human tendencies î H 
man be the product of evolution—and we 
are not here concerned to affirm or dispute 
it—how comes it that the spiritual part of 
him so strenuously asserts itself in spite of 
all attempts to ignore it 1 There it is ; let 
ns have a rational account of its genesis,, 
and a fair cause for its survival up to this 
hour. The truth is that at this point phy­
sical science, despite the gigantic strides 
it has made during a generation, is im­
potent. The limit is reached ; and over 
the portal of the unseen, yet none the less 
certain, universe of spirit is inscribed, as a 
warning to materialistic presumption ;— 
“ Hitherto shalt thou come, hut no fur- 
“ ther ; and here shall thy proud waves 
“ be stayed.”

One has only to look back upon the his-. 
tory of “ free thought,1’ so called, to see 
how lame and impotent have been its re­
sults. The agnostics of to-day are not 
less confident than those who went before 
them, and they are dogmatic and sanguine 
with as little reason. Where are all the 
sceptical» movements of the past, when the 
pecans of unbelief were raised about the 
naked altar of chaos over the final over­
throw of Christian beliefs Î Where have | 
thqjr works departed who proclaimed the 
final overthrow of religion centuries ago, 
but into the Hmbo of utter oblivion l Of 
all the melancholy human records found in 
spiritual geology none is more affecting 
thanthatof abortive unbelief. Let those who 
are to-day exulting over the decay of faith 
ponder upon the history of the past. Let 
the books be opened, apd the story of 
English Deism, French Illumimsm, and 
German Rationalism of the last century 
studied, in order that the fate of modern 
Agnosticism may be read between the 
lines.

In Ho case has one of the past waves of 
scepticism left a trace upon the sands of 
time. All of them have rippled playfully 
Or roared boisterously upon the beach, to 
sink back again into the limitless sea. As 
a matter of history, negation has always 
proved a failure as a substitute for spiritu­
ality. Man cannot rest in the everlasting 
No ; he must aspire heavenwards m spite 
of himself, and the temporary inroads of 
unbelief are only passing breaches in the 
historical continuity of the race. BeeptV- 
oism is a fashion which at times prevails 
amongst men, but, like other fashions of the , 
world, it passes speedily away, leaving bo 
increase to our knowledge, no added 
wealth to the knowledge, no lasting con­
solation to the anxious soul of man.
■ In a rather alight account of scepticism,

historically considered, Dr. Cairns, in hie 
Cunningham Lectures, proves tbs tndemon- 

l| stratiop. The chronicle is a barren one 
from first to last. No oasis of joyous fer­
tility emerges from the desert ; all" is 
sterile, save where there linger traces of a 
verdure withered and decayed. Infertility 
is stamped upon all the progeny of unbe­
lief ; like Jonah’s gourd, they all spring 
up and perish in a night—their appropriate 
season of growth. The agnostics of to-day 
endeavour to claim relationship with the 
forgotten doubters, but they have nothing 
in common, except their earthliness ; 
they have succeeded only in proving 
that they have found out nothing new 
that ingenuity had not hit upon before. 
Reason, isolated, and apart from the rest of 
our nature, has always been ec[ual to the 
task of inventing cosmic theories, of con­
structing plans by which creation could be 
without a Creator, and the world of nature 
and men could subsist without Divine Pro­
vidence ; and yet, singularly enough, man­
kind has gone on just the same, cherishing 
its natural aspirations, and resting in the 
assurance that there is a God, and that He 
is the rewarder of all that diligently seek 
Him. How does it come that religion has 
survived every shock from without, if it 
be not “-the fittest” T

In our own day we cam see the spiritual 
leaven at work even in the unbeliever. 
Notwithstanding their materialism, the 
spiritual nature will assert itself. Let any­
one read Mr. Mill’s posthumous essays on 
religion, and he will see the conflict going 
on within him. He falters, hopes, con­
jectures, balances probabilities, and at 
times concedes that even faith may be 
logically justified. It is so with Herbert 
Spencer, Tyndall, and Huxley, with 
their utterly inane jargon about the Un­
known and the Unknowable, to be rever­
enced “ with worship mostly of the silent 
“ sort,” gazing into “the illimitable azure. ” 
Does anyone suppose that this sort of 
sentimental no-religion will supplant the 
Gospel of Christ ? If so, no more egregious 
mistake could be made. If there be a God, 
apd man is endowed with an immortal 
soul, he must have higher and better 
guides than these blind ones who would 
lead and accompany their fellows into the 
ditch. Agnosticism is a passing spasm, an 
effort of spirituality, not to destroy itself, 
but to pass through darkness into thaf 
purer light which must come from above.

MANUFACTURING IN NOVA 
SCOTIA.

Since the establishment of the National 
Policy there has been a steady, undemon­
strative, and valuable progress in manu­
facturing industry in Nova Scotia. There 
is hardly a county in that province in 
which some new industry has not been 
started, or in which some old industry has 
not been increased in extent. 'The coal dis­
tricts, of course, have shown a very re­
markable degree of activity. The iron 
business has had a valuable impulse. And 
in the manufacture of boots and shoes, 
hats and caps, and wooden ware, a very 
satisfactory progress has been made. The 
sugar refinery of Halifax has been, we un­
derstand, so successful that a dividend of a 
most encouraging character is likely to be 
declared as the fruit of the first year’s 
operations. The capital subscribed for a 
cotton mill has been put in by men who 
mean business. And in Yarmouth we 
notice that a woollen factory is also to be 
established. The capital stock is $60,000. 
and has been taken up rapidly. The 
municipal council has given the-enterprise 
freedom from taxation for ten years. And 
a correspondent of the free trade journal, 
the Telegraph, says :

“ The company expect to have the mills in 
operation in about four months from now, and 
it is safe to predict a yearly output from the 
establishment that must give employment to 
a large number of people, to say nothing of 
the stimulas to sheep farming throughout the 
county of Yarmouth.”

Now, Yarmouth is represented by a man 
who always ridicules and condemns the 
National Policy, who voted against 
it, and Who is constantly endeav­
ouring to 'destroy it. But here 
in his county is an industry established 
which, protected by the tariff, is still fur­
ther protected by the county, and the 
correspondent of the Telegraph points out 
that not only will the new factory produce 
good and cheap articles of consumption, 
but it will employ large numbers of people 
and stimulate sheep farming in the county. 
If Mr. Killam be right, his constituents 
are “ robbers ” in the first place and fools 
in the next place. If he is wrong in his 
views his constituents should take some 
means of converting him. If he is honest 
he will come out and denounce the new in­
dustry as a new means of ” robbing the 
people”; he will denounce the council 
which granted the factory freedom of taxa­
tion ; and he will warn people against 
taking stock in an industry which he and 
his friends threaten to do their best to 
destroy. _________________

MR. GLADSTONE ON LORD 
BEACONSFIELD.

By general consent the English Premier’s 
tribute to the greatness of Lord BeÆons- 
field has been pronounced eminently 
graceful and satisfactory. An oppor­
tunity, however, soon afterwards afforded 
itself for some pertinent remarks, also 
eulogistic, upon the departed statesman’s 
home policy. These were partially wrung 
from him by vexation at the slow progress 
made by the Land bill, and, at the same 
time, there was a strong temptation to 
have a fling at Lord Salisbury. Vexed 
at the attitude not merely of the Irish 
recalcitrants, but of the Conservative Op­
position, he launched boldly out into a 
wail for the loss of his departed rival. It 
must have been a-severe pang of wounded 
sensitiveness which led him to say : “In 
“ this I perceive the first effect of the death 

of Lord Beaconsfield. If he had lived, 
“ that notice would not, in my opinion, have , 
“ been given. When a Liberal Government 

proposed the disestablishment of the 
Irish Church, it would have been in ■ 

“ the powepof Lord Beaconsfield to have i 
“ prolonged the contest for years. On 
‘the contrary, I have not a doubt that' 

Lord Beaconsfield thought the issue 
was certain, and that, for every interest, 
the sooner the goal was reached the 

“ better.”
Mr. Gladstone then referred to his 

Lordship’s course on thé Land Act of 1870, 
and expressed his conviction that had hia 
life been spared, he would once more have 
accepted the inevitable. Then, turning 
fiercely upon the Opposition, he de­
manded to know what they could 
hope for by, this factious resistance. 
Even if they Succeeded in defeating the 
measure and turning out the Government, 
and “if you,” he said, addressing the 
leaders, “take their places, yon will pass, 

not a smaller, bût a larger measure. ’* Of 
conrae, some allowance must be made for 
a Premier ao nervously constituted, and so 
sorely beset. The prospect of having to 
discuss fifteen hundred amendments, and 
of only getting the bill through one House 
by the end of July, is irritating enough. 
And when to that is added the gloomy 
prospect of its suplmary rejection by the .

Lords, simply because there is a lack of 
time to consider it, Mr. Gladstone’s irri­
tation is pardonable.

But still the question will arise, why 
abuse a man as unpractical and visionary 
when living, and then bespatter his mem­
ory with praise for sagacity, prudence, and 
statesmanlike prescience! There has been 
too much of this changed attitude regard­
ing Lord Bbaconefield since his depar­
ture. Is it genuine 1 And if so, what can 
be said of the virulçnt declamation against 
him which still rings in the popular ear ? 
After all, is not the real object of these pos­
thumous eulogies tho disparagement of op­
ponents who remain t Lord Beaconsfield 
is in his grave, and it is safe to admit high 
and rare qualities of statesmanship in one 
who has left the scene. But living leaders 
may be injured by taking a new view of 
him. It is safe to eulogize those who 
cannot oppose, especially when by so doing 
those who still play an active part in pub- 
life may be belittled by invidious compari­
son. We do not say that Mr. Gladstone 
was insincere in openly avowing the void 
he feels in Lord Beaconsfibld’s absence, 
but we are quite sure that his Radical fol­
lowers protess respect where they feel 
none.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

It is amusing to read in the Reform journals 
that “ over-confidence ” was the cause of Mr. 
Bigelow’s defeat in North Ontario. Want of 
confidence is generally the cause of the rejec­
tion of Ministerial candidates.

“ Avaricious mountebanks ” and “ crawling 
beggars ” are some of the epithets that are 
being coined by the Grit press in Halifax to 
fling at the Ministerial candidates in Col­
chester and Pictou. This .must be the good 
influence of Mr. Blake.

Some of the Maritime Province Reform 
papers were afraid the Government would be 
guilty of the “trick” of ordering that the 
elections iu Coleheeter end Pictou beheld on 
different days. The two elections are to take 
place on the eame day, and now it is said the 
Government has committed an “outrage.’' 
It is difficult to please some people.

There is no complaint of Scotch ascend­
ancy in England. It is strange, but it ia 
nevertheless true, that though a Scotchman 
can be found almost everywhere, not one can 
be discovered in the Imperial Cabinet. The 
Duke of Argyll was the only Scotchman in 
the Cabinet before he resigned, but the posi­
tion has been filled by an Englishman.

It is exquisite to read in the Grit des­
patches that the “ business engagements” of 
Mr. A. G. Jones “ prevent his entering the 
House of Commons” at present. Mr. Jones 
is “ engaged" in making money out of the 
National Policy ; and the people of Colchester 
would “ prevent his entering the Honse of 
Commons” as the opponent of that policy.

Our readers will be glad to note that Sir 
John Macdonald’s health is, ss he said in his 
recent letter, in a fair way to be restored. 
Rest and the change of scene and climate will 
accomplish for him much ; and the eminent 
physician whom he has consulted may be 
safely trusted to aid nature by the skill which 
science and experience have bestowed on him.

No doubt the Reform electors of North 
Ontario looked through the Reform papers 
this week ia Order to find an explanation of 
the conduct of the Local Government in 
appointing—contrary to Mr. Blake’s doctrine 
on the subject—Mr. Paxton to an office in 
his own constituency. No explanation has 
appeared, and the fact is no explanation can 
be given.

Our despatches from Halifax this morning 
indicate that the battle in Pictou county is 
as good as won ; and that our Opposition 
friends, who boasted before putting on their 
armour,will have little occasion to boast when 
taking it off. The facts set forth in the circular 
of the mine owners afford a reply to those 
who contend that the - coal duty has been of 
no service to the coal mines of Piéton.

A canny Scott who . is a leading merchant 
in St. John, N. B., writing to a friend, re­
marks that Mr. Blake is long in visiting the 
city, bnt when he does go there Sir Chartes 
Tupper and Sir Leonard Tilley will be after 
him “ before his hair has time to grow.” Of 
course Mr. Blake is after Sir Charles’ and Sir 
Leonard’s scalps, and if he finds that his own 
hair is imperilled he must not be surprised.

Disappointment meets the ghoul of the 
Globe on every hand. First Sir Charles Tup­
per recovers ; then Sir Leonard Tilley states 
that he has no intention to retire. Later on. 
Dr. Andre»' Clarke repeats that Sir John 
Macdonald has no organic disease, as was 
fondly hoped ; and now the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries, who has been very ill in­
deed, has actually had the temerity to get 
out of danger.

A Belleville man demanded that he should 
be sworn on the revised Testament, on the 
ground that the old version was not correct, 
and an oath npon it could not be binding. 
The lawyer in whose office the scrupulous

fentleman was swearing procured a revised 
'estament, arguing, no doubt, that in cases 

of emergency, many an oath has been taken 
on a much inferior volume—a copy of the re­
vised statutes, or an unabridged dictionary.

The Land League members of Parliament 
are endeavouring to prove to the Chief Secre­
tary for Ireland that when he » called 
“ Buckshot Forster ’’ somethin* endearing is 
meant ; but the Irish secretary declines So be 
convinced. The Ss™ is a very reuniting one;

, but then, when mep become malignant they 
‘ usually resort to calling names. Look at the 
case of a former Chief Secretary, who was 
cabled “ Orange Peel” In Canada bankrupt 
politicians call their opponents " * Sir Tupper ”

and “Sir Éolus,” but the persons whom it is 
intended to ridicule are not injured. Those 
who use these nicknames suffqr most, for 
they gain for themselves reputations for bad 
wit.

One would have thought the Reform joun. 
nais would have sympathised with Mr. Bige» 
low npon Ms defeat ; but instead of that, 
finding fortune and the electors against him, 
they gently kick him overboard. Says the 
London Advertiser : “From a party point of 
view there is nothing to regret in the lose of 
North Ontario.” It is a pity the party did 
not say rather that Mr. Bigelow’s presence in 
the Legislature wai undesirable.

The public expenditure of the Imperial’ 
Government has increased by £2,000,00® 
since the late Lord Beaconsfield left office. A 
Liberal member of Parliament called the at»' 
tention of the House of Commons to the fact! 
recently,and introduced a resolution in favour 
of economy. Before the bon. gentleman had 
concluded his speech a “ count out” was ef­
fected by the Ministerialists and an adjourn» 
ment was necessary. The economy resolution 
was thus Boycotted.

It is easy to understand why the Grill 
organs were anxious that 9ir Leonard Tilley 
and Sir Charles Tupper should retire. The 
explanation is to be found in the following 
sentence from the St. John Sun :—“ WhereveE 
Mr. Blake speaks, he will be followed either 
by a member of the Government or a friend 
of the Government, unless it can be arranged 
that both sides of the case can be heard at 
the same meetings. ” The retirement of the 
Ministers in question would have contributed 
to the success of Mr. Blake’s trip to the

Mr. G. W. Ross, M. P., has been address­
ing his constituents. He promises them that 
“ when the day of battle comes ,tho Reform­
ers of the riding will present an unbroken 
front. ” ît is easier for the Reformers to pre­
sent an unbroken front on the day of the 
ejection than on the day after.

The New York Tribuns graciously admits 
that Great Britain “ behaved very handsome­
ly ” in the Fortune Bay affair. Of .course it 
is very satisfactory to get the money, but 
when you have a secret belief that the money 
is not honestly due, the receipt of it is hardly 
a matter for congratulation.

Mr. Vennor prophesied that we would have 
November weather during the first week of 
J une, and his prediction is in process of ful­
filment. It is to be hoped that he will pro­
phesy something pleasant next time. We 
must expect a little cold in Canada though. 
There was frost in England bn the Queen’s 
birthday.

The Kingston Whig says the Mowat Gov­
ernment is much too strong in the House for 
the pending elections to be of unusual public 
interest. It should have said that the Mowat 
Government is much too strong in the House 
to find it necessary to pay attention to the 
principles which secured for the Reform party 
support in Ontario.

The Grit defeat in North Ontario is attri­
buted by the Toronto Reform organ to want 
of organization. It would be interesting to 
know just how much organization per square 
mile a constituency requires before it can be 
captured by a Reformer. The fact is there 

. was plenty of organization, but there were 
not enough Grit Voters.

The Democratic Federation, a new political 
party founded last March by Mr. Joseph 
Cowcn, M.P. for Newcastie-on-Tyne, has a 
platform. It is as follows :—1, Manhood 
suffrage ; 2, Triennial Parliaments ; 3, Pay-, 
ment of members ; 4, Nationalisation of the 
land ; 5, Abolition of the Honse of Lords ; 6, 
Bribery to be made a felony ; 7, Legislative in­
dependence for Ireland. It is a broad plat­
form ; bnt there are inconsistencies about it.
For instance, plank No. 3 would commend 
itself to some members of Parliament, but 
the M.P.’s who adopt it will not put up with 
plank No. 2. If members are paid so much a- 
session, they will want annual sessions.

The people of Pictou are told in one breath 
that the coal duty has not benefitted the coal 
industry, and in another that the Government 
intends to remove the duty and thus to in­
jure the industry. Of course the object our 
Reform friends have in circulating these con­
tradictory stones is to cajole some and h> 
frighten others into voting Grit. The precise 
effect the tariff has had on the coal mining 
business may be gathered from the following 
figures In 1878 the total quantity of coal 
sold by the coal mines of Nova Scotia was 
693,511 tons,and the quantity that cametothe 
Upper Provinces was 83,710‘tons; in 1880,the 
first clear year of the National Policy, the 
total amount of coal sold from the" Nova 
Scotia mines was 954,659 tons, or 261,000 
tons more than in I8T8 ; while the 
coal sent to the Upper Provinces amounted to 
239,091 tons, or 155,000 tons more than hi 
1878. • _________

The North Waterloo Conservatives have 
an excellent prospect before them. No doubt 
they will score a victory, and no donbt many 
Reformers who honestly object to the con­
duct of the Mowat Government in breaking 
the principles laid down by Mr. Blake when 
he led the Ontario Opposition will help to 
roll up the majority which the Conservative'"-'* 
candidate will get. Mr. Springer ts a living 
example of broken pledges, and when he calls 
npon the voters to support Mr. Snider—for of 
course Mr. Springer is going to throw h i’li­
se I i into the campaign—the electors may ask 
him how it is that he has been guilty of cot* 
duct characterized by Mr. Blake aa repre­
hensible, in that he accepted an office iu Hkf 
own constituency. It is a curious'fact, but f 
is a fact nevertheless, that none of the Re»a 
form newspapers have dared to defend Mral 
Mowat for appointing Messrs. Paxton aptfl/" 
Springer, or allowing Messrs. Paxton an<3 
Springer to appoint themselves, to offices it# 
the constituencies they represent The cir». 
cumstance is significant There is no defence,

Details of the massacres and outrages per» 
petrated on Jews in Russia are published by 
English journals received yesterday. Here 
is an aeeonnt of a heartrending sight at 
Kiqff :—“ Packed together like ants in an 
anthill were more than eighteen hundred 
Jews, With their wives and children, clad ia 
rags, barefooted, ghastly pale, and terror- 
stricken. What I saw there was like a hell 
full of troubled souls. There was hunger and 
oold, weeping and gnashing of teeth. A 
heart of stone would have been melted. Many 
of these wretched beings told me their tales 
of woe. One map said, * I had twenty thon» 
sand roubles and a small farm ; now I have 
nothing bnt the rags on my back. ’ Another 
said, * My two brothers were killed in the 
wood last night and I*now not what fate haa 
befallen my son !’” It was to snch sufferers 
as these, appealing passionately to. him foe 
protection against the miscreants thirsting 
for their blood, that theiGovemor of Kyiff 
scornfully replied, “ And what does it matte» 
to me, pray, if you, or snch as you, are 
killed ? After all, it wilt only be a feW 
scoundrelly Jews the less.”

Mr. Springer has written to the President 
of the North Waterloo Reform Association aa 
follows :—-“Sir,.—After consnltingwith num­
bers of my political friends, I have concluded 
to resmn my seat in Parliament and apply for 
the office of sheriff for the Coupty of Water­
loo, now vacant But before doing so, I wish 
to have the consent of the Reform Association 
who last nominated me. Will you kindly 
call the association together at as early a day 
as possible and oblige. ” Mr. Springer here 
intimates that he intends to resign his seat 
first and apply for the office of sheriff after­
wards ; is that an accurate statement of the 
case ? Was not Mr. Springer assured, before 
he proposed to resign his seat in the Legisla­
ture, that he would be appointed sheriff?
Mr. Springer knows that in accepting the 
office he is sinning against Mr. Blake, who 
laid down the principle that a member should 
not accept an office in bis own constituency. 
Surely Mr. Springer does not want to be 
characterized by Mr. Blake as a political 
criminal. There is time for him to repent 
yet. He intimates that he is not yet sheriff!
Let him, if he is a good Liberal, decline the 
shrievalty and remain M.P.P. for North 
Waterloo. The writs for the new election 
are onk and he can certainly contest the seat 
again, if he repents.

When Mr. Blake led the Opposition in the 
Ontario Assembly he laid-tlown the principle 
that no member of the Legislature should 
appoint himself to an office in his own con­
stituency. ’ Mr. Paxton _gnd Mr. Springe! 
have recently, with the connivance of Mr, 
Mowat’s Government, been guilty of the very 
conduct which Mr. Blake, when laying down 
that principle, very strongly condemned, yet 
the hbn. gentleman, now the leader and the 
ruler of the Reform party, has not once 
lifted up his voice'>Sn denunciation of the 
wilful breach of Reform principles committed 
by his friends. It would be interesting to 
know whether Mr. Blake in announcing the 
principle really intended that it should govern 
the conduct of his party when it got office, or 
whether he manufactured it to suit the pur­
poses of his party for the moment. It is im­
portant that a «clear statement should be made 
on this point, Because Mr. Blake is again bnay 
making principles, in the interests, ostensibly, 
of the country, but really of the Grit party.

principles shall be adhered to, or does 
he think he can impose upon the people a 
second time, and carry his party into office 
upon the strength of promieeawhicn he haa not 

aa remotest intention of carrying out?

■Mis

TRIUMPH (IF PPiOTE(
The British Press and People i_ 

Free Trade Principles.!

A LEADING EVENT OF THE (

The tariff question is now upp 
British mind. Throughout the Unil 
dom the utmost excitement prevails! 
ing the negotiations for a com mere! 
with France, and there is a feelin 
that a crisis is at hand. The gene! 
adopted by France is of strongly pro! 
character, and unless large conce 
obtained the cotton and woollen 
Lancashire and Yorkshire will be | 
injured by being practically shut < 
markets by the Republic. In this el 
the people are forsaking free 
and demanding with no uncertaa 
the adoption of reciprocal or rq 
tariffs. The preliminary skirmish hi 
place in Parliament, reach nions c*j| 
these views having been submitt© 
Mclver. The battle will have to 
at the polls, and the parties are alra 
paring for the struggle. “ Recipn 
“retaliation” are the popular ci 
northern manufacturing centres, 
pool, Birmingham, Nottingham, 
London the movement daily gains i 
Many of the leading journals arc aq 
their free trade doctrines and supp 
popular demand. That protection! 
the issue presented to the electors at! 
general election is beyond per advent

The London Times is already trinj 
sails to the popular breeze. The 
editorial remarks possess significano

“ It is impossible not to be strut! 
contrast presented between the circul 
of the present commercial treaty ne J 
and those of the negotiations in Ï 
years ago, between the French Go! 
and Mr. Cobden, when the era of col 
treaties of the so-called free-trade tyT 
In those days all was hope and cl 
among free-traders. Now the free-a 
thusiasm has all died out. France i 
not been converted or half convert! 
its political defeats have indisposed f 
close intercourse with its nearest C'a 
neighbour which free trade would il 
lead to. Even if it had been coni 
has no longer the old inSuence ; il 
were a free-trading: nation, it would f 
the world after it. Above all, it \ 
useless to deny that protectionists I 
cowed by free trade arguments as 1 
were. The prosperity of France, tfc 
States, and other countries under a pn 
ist system has raised doubts, whj 
difficult to answer satisfactorily in j 
way, as to what free trade really acco j 
while the check to our own trade byl 
tanfiEs of foreign countries has proi 
strong feeling of resentment in this 
against the countries retaining therf 
indisposes people to listen to Iree 1 
ment. This change of circumstanc 
strates, we think, the real impolicy 
course which was entered upon twen 
ago with so much exultation, an 
which the most vigorous protests we 
in our own columns at the time. Ty 
was not to be converted to free tn 
careful education of a leading count _ 
rulers were more intelligent than \ 
In spite of all the development of ti 
tween France and England since the 
there has been a persistent distrust T 
mony, and now we have to negotiate! 
treaty, with Francè as protectionist 
and with protectionist ideas mak 
among the electors, so that we s 
take whatever conditions the Fr 
concede to us in case worse should 1 

. Tbe Times thinks the failure of neg[ 
would scarcely be matter for regret! 
use its own words, “ we shall be at | 
when we impose duties for revenue 
to select what articles and imp 
rates we please. ” There is no morel 
dation of Canada’s National Policy, Î 
sire is expressed to be in a positioJ 
carry out free trade doctrines, but 
what duties the^people may please.

The London Standard concedes the] 
sibility of England maintaining its i 
principles, and points out that alre! 
question of protection has become a Ii| 
and has affected the result of an elect] 
says:

“Noregret need be felt that Mr.| 
was prevented by the forms of the ! 
Commons last evening from moving i 
lution of which he had given notice il 
of the principle and practice of reciprf 
our international commercial relation! 
subject is, as matters stand, sufficiel 
fore the country, and there can be litt^ 
that for some time to come it will 
rapidly increasing importance. It is| 
have had something to do with the 
the Preston election, and it is serion 
taring the minds of employers ai 
ployed throughout the United Kingdl

“To buy in the cheapest and sell! 
dearest markets is as essential to nap 
it is to individual prosperity. But ho\d 
the'former are open ? The general cojj 
is that the dearest market is exact!" 
which affords the least opportunity fori 
England, in the view of a large nnmbe! 
working classes, is a country in which! 
labour and native products are heavily! 
capped. Free trade appears to the 
elector to be advisable and advantageol 
vided that it is not one-sided free traT 
may be that if England, as the sole ul 
ing^champion of free trade, were pitted| 
a rigid system of protectionism in all 
the world, she would r.ot be the loser "] 
arrangement. She would-perhaps 
become the most flourishing of all natidj 
would by slow degrees gain the reputi 
the country in which life was cheapel 
might be even a greater commercial en 
than she is now. But there are many I 
who will ask within what limits of tl 
end could be accomplished. It might! 
or a hundred years, and before that i 
expired the shadow of dangerous 
and perhaps of eclipse might have falfi 
us. Such a contingency, if fulfilled,! 
not militate against tli£ scientific 
free trade. But it is tolerably certs] 
the inhabitants of these islands, 
chiefly interested in the matter, woi 
have the patience requisite for suctf 
périment. |

44 We understand that the English C* 
sioners who are appointed to negotiate 
renewal of the Anglo-French. Con 
Treaty are not highly sanguine as to| 
suit of their deliberations. Thoul 
treaty, like every commercial conven^ 
volves in its essence an infraction of 
ciples of free trade, it is un questional 
the failure of the negotiations woukf 

. crease the favour in which free trad 
garded by an increasing number f 
English people. The multitude wil| 
ally look, not to the soundness and i 
versality of the principles on which fr< 
rests, but to the eonsequences—or wh 
conceive to be the consequences—of ita 
tion. Our iron trade is suffering 
from American competition : so are j 
the chief branches of our agril 
Industry. Food and corn com* 
England, and undersell our homo pii 
It is nothing to say that at some futu 
the balance mdst be adjusted in fd 
England. Household Suffrage is not! 
fcble to the display of much chivalronl 
fish ness, and the wise maxims of 
economists, if not verified by results! 
not stand much chance of a hearing I 
fcion time.

4<It would, however, beamistake tol 
that the demand for retaliation upon f 
or the United States, or auy other cj 
will be seriously diminished by thd 
sidérations. Under a regime of Hcl 
Suffrage, and with a Democracy accul 
bs the EngHsh Derr.oçracy is, to looij 
action of th# State for the cure of evei 
oal malady, every labouring or mana 
■Merest which 4nds itoell euibarrai
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