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USED TO RETAKE FRESNOY

Foe Paid a Terrible Price for the Place Taken

From the British

35 Hun Divisions Wasted on This Front Since
First of April.

(By Perry Robinson.)

British Headquarters in France.
Cable—The loss of Fresnoy yester-
day i, I believe, the first instance in
the battles either on the Somme or
Arras that any village, after being
firmly in our hands, for 24 hours, has
been won back by the Germans, but
Such a thing was bound to happen
®ooner or later, provided the enemy
was willing to wuse troops enough.
Though it may sound absurd to say
it, perhaps 1t is just as well it hap-
lened. A glance at the map will show
that, as the enemy held the trench
lines north and northwest of Fresnoy
on the front from Acheville to Meri.
court, as well as the Oppy part of the
trenches north of that point, Fresnoy
was a dangerously-expmed position.

The German attacks were made
With a vastly greater weight of men
than we ever use, The troops no?-
mally holding the German MNne at
Fresnoy were the 15th Reserve divi-
sion and the 4th Guard division on the
right of Acheville. The first attack,
made early in the morning, was pre-
ceded by a.heavy bombardment, or-
dinary and gas shells being used. Then
2 joint attack was made by the 15th
Reserve and 4th (uard divisions,
whicn iatter lhud been slipped down
from Acheville. Apparently hoth
bodies, but certainly the Guards, came
on in solid masses. Their losses were
tremendous. By weight of numbers
they reached our trenches, only to be
immediately driven out, what was left
of them suffered badly from our EULS
and machine guns in retiring.

Meanwhile, besides these two divi-
sions. Germans brought a third, name-
Iy, the 5th  Bavarian divigion. which
had been-kept in reserve. The second
attack was deilvered by this entirely
fresh division, which again came in
#olid formaticn. Onr men, worn ouc.
were compelled to give ground before
the eneny’s overwhelming strengiic.
But it was these same tired men who
a few hours later recovered a large
vart of the ground yielded. The enemy
logses were so heavy that if we had
nsed up every man we had in the field
we should net Lhave approached them.
If overations cost us ground we have
a large ‘redit of man-power to balance
elsewhere on the line. The enemy :s
again attacking heavily and uselessly,
notably at Gavrelle windmill, Apart
from these leeal efforts the situation
on the whole line continucs to be guiet.
The new high-velocity German field
gun of which we lieard so much from
the German prisoners does not seem
to have reached this front or is not yet
noticeably effective,

HUGE ENEMY LOSSES.

London Cable ~The Reuter corre-
spondent at British nheadquarters in
France sends the following:

“From north of Fresnoy to the
windmill at Gravelle Germans have
made prodigal use of their reserves in
the last 24 hours in an endeavor ‘o
press us back, but their attempts
were broken up Dby our intense ar-
tillery fire, mosily befure they goi
within bombing distance of our posi-
tions. /

“Some idea of what this fighting is
costing the enemy may be gained
from the fact that since April 1 it
woilld appear that over 35 German
divisions have been withdrawn on this
front exhausted. It is understood that
the existing strength of the Germ
army on the western front is 157 div-
fsions. o computing their total
strengtl, however, it should be bn:‘nvn
in mind that about three-quarters of
the enemy divisions now consist
only three regiments or aboui 4,00
rifles.”

BRITISII REPORT.

London  Cable - The official
muunication, issued thig evening, say

“There was local [fighting dur
the day in the neighborhood of Bulle
court iv theicourse of which a party
of the e¢nemy, while attempting to ad.
vance to the attack across the
was caught by our machine gun fire
and sulfered heavy casualties.

“There has been «onsiderable artil
lery activity on both sides at inter
vals during the day north-west of St
Quentin and in the neighborhood of
Bullecourt, Wancoury and Arleux.

An earlier report read:

“Last night our troops advanced
their position shg uorth-east
Hargicourt,

“Yesterday evening the enemy at
tacked our pusiticns north-east of
Gavreile village. The attack
broken up barrage and
chine gun compleicly
pulsed,
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FRENCH REPORT.

Paris Cable- The official commu-:
fcation issued Wednesday night by
the War Office reads:

"South of the Oise our artillery car-
ried out effective fires on the organ-
fsations and batterics of the Germang
in the St. Gobain forest,

“On the Chemin des Dames there
was spirited artillery activity, On the
Cerny-Hurtebise front, in the region
of Chevreux, our troops have organiz-
ed the conquered ground and repulsed
meveral enemy counter-attacks, The

L ¢f Fresnoy we improved our
night by a coun-
of the ground
has been re¢
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t number of prisoners made in the

course of yesterday’s action hag reach.
ed 200,

“To the north-west of Rheims we
carried out a detailed operation which
enabled us to carry a German trench
on a front of 400 metres and take 100
priconers including two officers.
These prisoners belonged to four dif-
ferent regiments.”

FREED 300,000
HUNS FOR WEST

That is Result of Russ
Troops’ Fraternizing

With German Soldiers On
the Front.

Petrograd (Cable——It is reported
that at least twenty German divisions
(about 300,000 men) have been trans-
ferred from the eastern to the western
front as the result of the fraternizing
of the =oldiers of the two armies.
During the Russian Easter, it is stated,
a dance was leld between trenches to
gramaphone music, at one part of the
tront,

It is necessary to have an exact un-
derstanding of the spirit that ani-
mates this fraternizing and of the ex-
tent to which it prevails. To estimate
its ex:uct importance it must be ac-
cepted as the newest angle the war has
taken on.

The fact exists and every indication
£ocs to show that this fraternizing of
Opnosirg troops at the front is exten-
five—rhe Russians have proved in
cvery phase of the revolution that
they are quick at spreading any ac-
cepted idea. Reports state there has
been no firing on long stretches at the
front for more than a week. But this
s nnt true on parts of the front,

The proof of this is the appeal of
the Eighth Artillery Brigade to be
attached to the infantry, which de-
clares:

“We have fired, and alwavs will
fire, on tre enemy, even on those ad-
vancing towsrd us in the attempt to
fraternize. Ve consider any other at-
titwwle toward the enemy to be coward-
Iy ead treacherous. We will not fire
on our ovwn men who go to fraternize
with the enemy, because every Russian
soldier is needed. Those who wish to
fraternize: arve not traitors; they are
only wepw, undecided, and overconfid-
ing.

This anpeal proves tha: nany sol-
Giers regard the Germans as ‘‘false
brothers,” and think their attempts
to fratemalze with the Russions are
deceitful. The whole spirit of the ap-
pesl shows that fraternizing is not al-
tozether general at the front. There
are sore points at  least where the
Russian artillery is active,

Opinion is divided as to whether an

enpt should be made to sunpress

s {raternization because its extent
makes the outcome of the war more
or to take advantage of it
and <o spread dissension in the Ger-
Mman armies. If the Germans are real-
¥ aflected by the desire to fraternize.
la‘ter course is considered possible
= acceptable from a military
of view. DBut the public is stil]
ving for accurate knowledge of the
nt 1o which the Russian soldiers
meeting the enemy- as  brothers.

i The public fears the Germans are only
| prereuding friendship, a= indicated by

open,

- 'Lioyd George

morning an ene- |

|
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General Gueko and told in these de-
Less conspicuous incidents,
sinilar in character to the fraterniz-
ing, Lave occurred on many parts of
the Iront,

NO FEAR OF
STARVATION

Addresses
House Secret Session.

Britain to Be Self-Support-
ing in 1918,

spaees,

[
i
|

1 Cable says—The secret sez-

tiie British Commons to-day |

wiw beoun after the question had beea

galleries  Dbeing  cleared.

in @ simpie rule under which

longe may be cleared of strang- |

member  of the Gm‘vrnmont!

i1 his place and utters the for- |

“l spy strangers,” wh'orcupon

6 clear ‘the galleries and seal

tiie doors. Strangers also are asked

L0 lrave the lobbies and precincts of

the House. Membenrs do not take any

secrecy, but could be pro-

cceded agninst under the Defemce of

the Realm Act ehould they disclose

secrets,

The attendance of members at tc-
dav's eesslon was very large.

The officlal report of the secret ses-

slon iesued to-night says that Winaton

Spencer Churchill opened the -dis

&ion af

the

elon and dealt with the general mill-
tary eltuation, with specia] reference

to the position in Russia, the develop-
ment of the struggle cn the western
front, the gtrength of the United
States and the questions arising out
of the submarine attacks.

"“The losecs of personnel and ma-
terial,” the statement continues, “was
commented on and the gemeral dip!o—
latle situation in the Balkans die-
cuseed, Suggestions were made for
weeting the submearine danger, and
turther information was asked con-
cerning marine losses and food
supplies,

“General Henry Page Croft and
George James Wardle continued the
debate,

“The Premier dea!t seriatim and
fully with the points Mr. Churchill
ralsed. He commented upna the in-
ternal situation in Ausirfa, and the
military position of Germany, in re-
6pect to her reserves, contrasting it
unfavorably with our own. He cited
opinions of the British and French
military chiefs in eatisfaction at the
results gf the recent combined opera-
tions on the western front.

“The Premier them explained how
it was proposed to eatisfy the War
Office demands for further reserves
and also gave figures of the British
tonnage sunk .month by month since
last Augnust, and gave an encourag-
ing account of the methods adopted
to meet the submarine attacks. He
announ<ed the figures of the mew ton-
nage, which could and would be
built during the next twelve months.

“Upon the food question the Pre-
mier pointed out that with judiciqus
economy in consumption and increas-
ed productivity in home eupplies
there need be mo alarm as to starva-
tion, and that in 1918 we should be
self-supporting. There appeared to him
no neceseity to restate the allies’ war
aims, which were well known and
were the same as had been repeated-
1y stated during the last two years.

“Hesbert !, Asquith (the former
Premier), who followed Mr. Lloyd
George, exvressed his full agreement
with thz Premier, but deprecated the
secrecy of the gitiing, in  which, he
affirmed. hardly anything had been
«aid which could not have been safd
openly. He concluded by inviting
the Premier to publish to the country
the greater part of his speech.”
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LIKE MORE OF
SAME DEFEATS

Says Gen. Maurice About
German Claims,

In His Weekly Summary of

Conditions.

London (able-—"Bodies of Teut-
ons,” gaid Gen. Maurice, in his weekly
statement to-day, “continually have
been eent against the British over
open ground without any apparent re-
gard for casualties, but the British
have held their line when it might
have been expected that they would
give way, and have inflicted tremen-
dous losses on their opponents.

“The . Germans have hurled great
reserves into the Arras conflict, em-
ploying people from Belgium, Poland
and other conquered territory to re-
lease more Germans for military ser-
vice. The British have forced the
Germans to use up twice as wany re-
serves as were emploved in the
Somme ofiensive, which ranks next to
the present one in magnitude.

“The Germans,” he continued,
“claimed that by their so-called
strategical retreat they inflicted a
great defeat on the British in respect
to their plans and that the Teutons
held the situation in their own
hands. Let me point again to the
fact that the British plans for the
Arras offensive were completed in
February, before the Gerinan retreat
began. Despite the German claims.
we have continued our offensive ac-
cording to the plans prepared.”

“During the month since the ofien-
sive began, we have taken twice the
number of prisoners, iour tmes the
amount of ground and five times the
number of guns taken in the Somme
offensive. ‘The British and French
between  them have captured some
50,000 prisoncrs and 450 gens, It
this is the result of a deleat, ther
we are willing to go on being de-
featea. We save kept va going, and
b going to keep on  going. The
Arras offensive is much bigger than
the Somme, and ocur next ofiensive
will be bigger than Arras,

“Regarding the German casualties,
it is impossible of course to give
figures, but there is no disputing the
fact that they have becn terrible and
incomparably larger than ours.”

Gen. DMaurice was asked whether
the Germans appeared to have with
drawn troops from the eastern front
for use in the west.

He replied there was no indication
of this, On being asked wheiher the

ssian erisis was causing any un

in Allied military circles, he
said: *“Naturally there must he gsome
unecasiness until the new Government
is firmly on its feet. But it must be
remembered that even had there been
no revolution the Russians could not
have started an offensive before this,
because of the condition of the
ground, due to the Russian win'ter.
As a matter of fact, conditions are
not yvet favorable for operations in the
east.”

SHIPS COLLIDE.

One Man Missing in Detroit
River Mishap.

Detroit, Report.—The Wabash railroad
Detroit, bound OwWn, was in
with ®he steamer hunking-

bound up, off the ot of Third
Street, #t 9.30 o'clock to-night. The lat-
ter vessel was go badly damaged that it
Is believed she cannot long remain afloat,
One man is reported missing.

The Plankington was bound up with
coal, and In some manner ag yet not
clear sheered suddenly into the Detroit,
which was crossing the river from De-
troit to Windsor. The impac¢t was ter-
rific, and the Flankington, which is a
veseel of old wooden type, slowly backed
away Into the stream, h-- oows flatten-
ed in the water pouring. into her from
both sides. She went down in 50 feet of
water within a few minutes,

The Plankington carried a crew of M
men,. nineteen_ of whom have been ac-
counted for. The Detroit was not seri-
ously dam . The sunken craft wan
dbulld in . and was 267 feet long and
40.9 foot
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U. S. MINISTER
REPORTS UPON
- ATROCITIES

Brand Whitlock, Minister to
Belgium, Exposes Real
German Spirit.

GERMAN BRUTALITY

Has Lead to a Great Many
Blunders and to Great
Bitterness.

The following despateh from Brand
Whitlack, American Minister to Bel-
gium, written in January, has been
issued for publication by the U. S.
department of State at Washington.

In order to fully understand the
situation it is necessary to go back
to the autumn of 1914. At the time
We were organizing the rellef work,
the Comite National—the Belgian re-
lief organization that collahorates
with the commisslon for relief in Bel-
glum—proposed an arrangement by
which the Belgian ticvernment giould
pay to ite own employees left in Bel-
glum, and other unemployved men be-
eldes, the wages they had been accus-
tomed to receive, The Belgians wished
to do this both for humanitariac and
patriotic purposes; they wished to pro-
vide the unemployed with the means
of livelihood, and, at the same time.
to prevent their working for the Ger-
mansg. The policy was adopted, and
hag been coatinued in practise. and
on the rolls of the Comite Natinnal
have been borne the names of hun-
dreds of thousands—some 700,000, |
bellevc —of idle men receiving this
dole, . distributed throvgh the com-
munes,

The presence of thece unempioyedq,
however, was a ccastant temptation
to German cupidity. Many times they
€ought to chtain the lisis of the ¢ho-
meurs, but were alwaye foiled by the
claim ihat under the guarantees cov-
ering the relie work the records of
the Comite National and iy varioas
sub-organizations vere immune. Rath
er than rick any interruption of the
ravitaillement. for wkich, while loatn
o own any obligation to America. the
Germans have always been gratetud,
since it has had the ¢ffeet of Yecping
the population calm, the authorities
never preescd the point other than
with the burgomasiems 7 the ¢om-
munes.  Final 5 Lowever, the mil;
tary party, alvwaye brutal. and
4n asiounding ignorance of publi.
opinion and of moral senttment. de-
term!ned to put thege idle men  to
work,

In Augue!, von Hindenl are wis ap-
pointed to ire curreme comnand. lle
is gald to have critiefsel von Rissing's
policy as too il there wae a guar-
rel; von Bishis went to Berlin  to
protest, threatencd to resign, but did
not, He returned, and a Germaa of-
ficlal here said that Belgium would
now be subjectad to a more terrible
regime -would lcarn  what war  was,
The prophecy has been fuifilled.

The deportitions began in October
in the Etape. wn Ghont and at Brages,
Tle pclicy spread; the vich industrial
districts of Mainaut, the mines and
steel works about Cuarleroi were next
attacked, now they are seizing men in
Braband, even in Brussale, despite some
indication and even predicticns of the |
eivil authorities, that the policy was
about to be abandoned,

During the lz2si forinight men have
heen impressed licre in irussels. but
their seiz here are made eviden(ly
with muc reater care than in the
provinces, with  more regarg for the
appies ¢ There  are no publie
ni of the intention to de- |
port, but suddenly. aboy?
azo, cortain men In
names are on the i
received simmonses netif
report at one of the r
agiven day: pena
for failure 1o respond t
and there was printed on ()
offer of employment by
Government cither in G
gium. On the first dayv, cut of about
men ordered  to present them-
selves ut Gare du Midi, about 20
responded,  These wer examined by
German physicians  and 306 wepe
taken. There was no dirorder, g large

ne

Mg
ilw

\llll\!nl!ll,\',
e card an |
the German
many or Mej-

t1

Uhlang ‘keeninge bhack
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| station to all but those who had heen

summoned to appear. The cemmission
fn!' relief in Belgium had Secured per-
mission to give eaech denow
loaf of Lread, and somo
munes provided warn
those who had non

a smali  financiaj

one of the ironiecy of
bkas Leey
Belgium
many of
selves

against

fed men g |
ef the com- |
ciothing  for
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life, the winter
more coxcessively cold than

lias ever known it. and while
those who presented them-

were adequately protected
the cold, many or them were
. The mey shivering

the parting h'mﬁ

d children, the bar-
| Uhlans, all thig made

pitiable ang distr(\‘zsin;;

\\:(’rplng wives and
riers of
the scenc¢ u
one,

It was understood tha
would continue here ilnnl;r}:::s::l‘u]‘,‘o?
on Thursday last, g bitter]y co'i(.l-dal-l-.
those that haq been convoked \vo:c'
eent home without examination. ‘Ir
:.; suppn.:((‘;] !’!x:: the severe Weather
1as moved the Germans
the deportatione. SR N e

The rags, the terror and despai K-
cited by this measure all 1)\2;:-“‘3?1‘.
gium were beyond anyvthing we hz;d
witnessed since the day the Germans
poured into Brussels, The delegates
of the commiesion of relfef in Belgium.
returning to Brussels, told the most
Cistressing s&tories of the scenes of
cruelty and sorrow attending the selz-
ures. And daily, hourly almost, since
that time, appalling stories have been
related by Belgians coming to-the lega-
tion. It is impossible for us to verify
them, first, because it is necessary for

us to exercisc ull possible tact in dg‘l-
‘ng with the subjects at all 4nd,
secondly, becauce there is no megns of
communication between the Qccupa-
tions Gebiet and the Etappen Gebiet.
Transportation everywhere in Bel-
glum is difficult, the vidinal railways
ecarcely operating any more because
of the lack of oil, while all the horses
aave been taken. The people who
are forced to go from one village to
another must do go on foot of in vans
drawn by the few miserable horses
that are left. The wagons of the
brewerjes, the one Institution that the
Germang have scrupulously respected,
are hauled by oxen.

The well-known tendency of eensa-
tional reports to exaggerate them-
selves, espgecially in time of war, and
in a situption like that existing here,
with no newspapers to serve as a daily
clearing house for all the rumors that
are as avidly belleved as they are
eagerly repeated, should of course be
considered, but even if a modlcum of
all that is told is true, there still re-
mwains enough to stamp this deed as
cne of the foulest that history records.

I am constantly in receipt of reports
from ail over Belgium that tend to
bear out the stories one coastantly
hears of brutality and cruelty., A
number of men sent back to Mons are
said to be in a dying condition, many
of them tubercular. At Malines and
at Antwerp returned men have died,
their friends asserting that they have
been victims of neglect and cruelty, of
cold, exposure, of hunger.

1 have had requests from the burgo-
masters of ten communes from La
l.ouviere, nasking that permission be
obtained to send to the devorted men
In Germany packages of food similar
to those that zre being sent to prison-
ers of war. Thus far the German au-
thorities have refuscd to permit {his
except in special instances, and return-
ing Belgians claim that even when
such packages are received, they are
used by the camj authorities only as
another means ¢f coercing them to
sign the agreements to work.,

It is said that in spite of the libsral
salary pronlced thos> who w ould slgn
voluntarily no woney has as yet been
received in Belglum from workmen in
Germany,

One interesting res
ations rewains to be noted, a result
thai once more places in relief the
German capazcity for blundering, al-
most as great as the German capacity
for cruelty,

They have deplt
any respect the:

'L of the deport-

a mortal blow to
may ever have had
of being tolerated bx the population
of Flanders; in {caring away ' from
nearly every humble home in the land
a husband and 2 father or 2 son and
brother they liave lizhted a fire of
hatred that wiil ney g0 out: they
have brought Lowe 1o every heart in
the land. in a wav hai wili 1mpress
ite horror indeliib’y ow tie memory of
three gencrations., o realizati
what German thods m . hot,
With early atreei in the heat
passion aud the first Just of war. but
by one of those dewds (hat make one
despair of the fatvre of the human
race. a deed coldiv planned. studiously
matured and deliberately and svstem-
atlcally executed , adeed so cruel that
German soldlers are said tn have wept
In 1ts execution, and o monsirous that
even German officers are now said to
be ashained.
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RUSZKY LOSES
HIS COMMAND

Russ General Superseded On
Northern Front.

Opposition to Coalition Gov-
ernment Forms.

Petrograd Cabli—Senery) Ruszky
has been removed irom the chief com-
mand of the arm: on 1he northern
front. Jle remains, however, a member
of the Counc 4 I

The Moscovw exeecuar: e
the Workmen's an
gates is opposed
tion  Government, - adveeates
immediite summoening ¢ n
sion  congress of  so)
men’s delegate

The Proy )
hewever. ing on coal in order
to force the Socialiste 10 in
respensibility of the governivent of the
country, They have repeated the appeal
recently  issued ‘arning the peopie
against anarchy and civil war, with a
possible return to desnoticm.

Maxim Gorky. whese anti-British
outbursts and as ions that D, rau,
Milukoff. the Rusxizn foreign minis-
ter, is in the pay ! Anglo-French
capitalists, daily mark the columns of
his newspaper New Lif¢, foreshadows
ancther politicul erisis, in which the
Council of Workingmen's and Soldiers’
delegates will endeayor i0  retrieve
their position. The council is very
angry at the courze of recent events,
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committee f
Soldiers” Dele-
idea of a coali-
the
<l-Rus-
and work-

Gevernment  wijl,

And Socialists, to Confer in '

London in June.

London, Calle--The Times Parlia-
mentary correspondont writes: Al a
mecting last night or the national exe-
cutive of the Labor nariy an invitation
from the Duich scetion ol the Interna-
tional Socialist Bureau o tha British
Labor party to attend a Socialist con-
ference at Stocklioim Wos considered,
The executive decided that it could not
associate itself ‘in any way with the
proposed confercnce, as the caliing of
the Stockholm conference by the Dutech
section was irregular, The conference
apparéntly has no definite object in
view, and widl possess no mandate, In
view of the present circumstances of
the war, the fact that Russia is reor-
ganizing to achieve liberty, and the de-
cision of the United States of America
to throw its weight into the balance to
secure univesal and lasting peace on
the basis of international tife, the na-
tional executive of the Labor party
cannot risk any such undertaking,

the |

KILLER FOUND
FOR THE U-BOAT

U. S. Naval Experts Amazed
at the Invention

Which Can Be Put to Work
in Short Time.

Washington Cable says—It  was
learned Jast night on unquestionable
authority that the Nzval Consulting
Board has admitted to Secretary
Daniels and his 22+vigers a definite
and completed plan 1o cope with the
German U-boats whi:h has proved &
revelation to the besr techniecal brains
in the service here.

It was this plan which W. L. Saun.
ders, chairman of the board, hed re-
ference to when he announced on Sat-
urday that he believed the submarine
problem solved. Heads of various
branches of the navy who Lave ad-
mittedly been sceptical and believed
Mr. Saunders too optimistic have un-
animously changed their views since
the meeting at the home of Secretary
Daniels Weidnesday night.

Strict censorship necessarily bars
discussion of any of ‘he techrnical fee-
tures of the plan, but it s within
bounds to male the following an-
nouncement, which should be of the
Zreatest interest to the British and
French commissions Zere as well as
to the general public.

The pilan is based on a novel anti-
submarine device or invention which
Is theoretically round and which is a
radical departure from any invention
put into operation or lLeretofore
thought of.

Elmer A. Sperry, inventor of the
gyroscope compass and one uf the
leading inventive geniuses in the Un-
{ted States navy. is the invente:.

Within two or tkree weeks the
Nav} Department will have completed
practical tests of the invenuon under
the guidarce of naval officerd from
various technical branches i the sey-
vice which will show definitely wheth-
er or not there is any unforeseen ob-
stacie in the way of putting ‘he in-
vention to use.

The invention is of such a ¢iuracter
that It can be put into operatic 3
the war zone almest immediateiv,
requires no elaborate preparation
construction work, but can be made s
factor in the campaign agaiust the
I"-boat this summer.

The invention is chiefly :n the
nature of direct cifensive operations
against the submniarine, IL is net

v designed to protect n.erchant-
men or to reduce the ravages of the
IT-heats, but is caiculated to c¢radicaie
them a'together.

I'he extent cf 1he effectiveness of
tho invention against the submarines.
provided expectations of the Navy
Nepartment. are not disappoinied, will
depend merely on extending its oper-
ations from limited shores to « broaq
sweeping scale, Initial operations on
2 emall scale will be begun, it is con-
templated, while the wo-called,
branching out plan is being put into
operation.

—————

BRITISH CROP
OUTLOOK POOR

{ Reports Are Almost Uni-
formly Discouraging.

{ Much Autumn Sowing Com-

1
|
|
|
|

l

|

I l.ondon  Cable (Correspandence
of the Amsociated Press).—Reports of
’ the agricuitura] outlook in Great Bri-
tain uniformly disc(qrag-
! i the oldest farmer re-
ivu)lh more trying time than that

tnrough which he has just been pase-

are almest
Not

a

even

poor vie a

ing.

A late sowing, a
| Wet antumn and a severc winter, have
Inwn ioliowed by a spring with ali

the marked characteristics of lecem-
ber,

The state of the ficlds is cailed in
the ‘agricultural reports “serious,” ar
though it js etill possible that a period
¢f warm weather might change the
citnation consiaerably by the end of
May. The history of many of the besi
¢f the Britisii crops this vear is a
story of sowing in November ana
resowing in April. In many cases the

In the middle of Ayrii potato far
mers were still awaiting a favorable
autumn sowing was destroyed comn-
jpactely, and some fresk scheme hao
1o be hastily devised.

The wheat arca, it ie stated, cannot
large this year. Oats canuct ver
estimated, and barley for some
feason s In disfavor, although on
r00d tarlev lands there is yet a souna
TGP to grow.
moment to push ad their vlanting.

vervining is late. The farmers' eal
¢ endar ik out of gear, for the farmer
| Juust wait upon the weather. Potatn
Janting in normal yvears is combletea
in England ,by mid-April, and tuy
same may be said of barlev and oate.
Moreover, there is a considerahie
~eareity ot seed, owing to the wige
destruction of autumnsown eropu, and
there are avpeals for economy in seec
ciocks, TN

The eevere w t>(‘:‘ has undoubtedv

ft sume ot more  trovhlienome
seils more nliant and iree, and if cus-
tivation should procecd at once,
gcod secd bed could undoubtedly
made.

Owing to the shortage of cattle food-
stuffs, there will be a large reduction
In numbers of livestock on the farms
during the next three months.

—— - > -

“The trouble with my boy Josh i
that he's alwave ahead of the t'mes
remarked Farmer Corntossel. “What
has he done?” “Went to town to 666
about a position. He found a strike

>
. (

)
De

a

be

In progress and joined the strike be-
;o‘:e he got the job.''-Washington
T.




