——

THE MAIL AND A~DVOCATE, ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND, OCTOBER 17, 1914—5

fielgium Asks World

To Judge Her Case

The Belgian Legation in Washington Issues An Official

Gtatement in Which a Moving Appeal to “Universal

(Conscience” is Made Against Germany’s Violation of
Her Neutrality—Belgium “Would Rather Die With
Honor Than Live Dishonored,” and Humanity Will
Uphold Her Stand For Right 2

(Continued from page 1.)
wy Germany.” Herr Von Jagow went
:1;1.A1n into the ‘reasons why the Im-
nerial Government had been obliged
o take this step, namely, that they
‘nad to advance into France by the
quickest and easiest way so as to be
able to get well ahead with their op-
orations and endeavor to strike some
decisive blow as early as possible, It
was a matter of life and death to them
for if they had gone by the more
couthern route they could not have
hoped, in view of the paucity of the
roads and the strength of the fortress-
got through without for-
entailing great
This loss of time would

¢s, to nave
midable opposition
loss of time
mean time gained by the Russians for
the bringing up of their troops to the
German frontier. Rapidity of action
%as the great German asset,
ihat of Russia was the inexhaustible
supply of troops. (Official report of
e British Ambassador in Berlin to
the British Government.)
Honor, not Consequences,

conversation preceded by a

fow minutes that in which the German

while

Chancellor, giddy at the sight of the

abyss into which Germany was falling |

uttered those celebrated words, ‘Just

for a wor,d neutrality, a word which !
in war times has been so often disre- |

garded, just for a scrap of paper Great
Britain is going to make war cn a
kindred nation.- At what price would
that compact (neutrality) have been
kept? Has the British Government
thought of that? Sir William Goschen
replied that fear of consequences
would hardly be regarded as an ex-
cuse for breaking a solemn engage-
ment. (Official report of British Am-
bassador in Berlin to his Government)
Was Premediated.

‘It is very clear from these docu-
ments that Germany had for a long
time premediated the violation of the
neutrality of Belgium, and that she

has even reconciled herself to the ter- |

rible danger of war with Great Bri-
tain rather than renounce the advant-
ages she thought she would gain by
not respecting thet reaty. In the face
of these confessions the allegations
that France wished to violate the neu-
trality of Belgium, an allegation sup-
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;ported by no proof, falls to the
und.

“To continue the analysis of ‘the
|German note one reads: ‘If Belgium
{consents to assume in the war which
is about to commence the attitude of
friendly neutrality toward Germany
the German Government on its side,
‘engages, when peace is restored, to
'guarantee the integrity of the King-
'dom and its possessions.”

Belgium Forced to Fight.

“Could Belgium, without being false
to her dutes of neutralty, take up the
position which the German Govern-
ment calls ‘friendly neutrality? That
'is to say, could she allow the German
armies to pass without opposition
through her territory? Can the Ger-
man Government itself answer that
question?

“It is enough to re-read the conver-
sation given above between the Brit-
iish Ambassador and German Secret-
ary of State to come to a clear con-
clusion in that respect. If the viola-

{tion of Belgian territory was to pro-

cure so signal an advantage to Ger-
many that she had no fear of bring-
ing on a war with England to attain
it, then for Belgium to lend herself to
'the passage of German troops must
the certainty of fatal
consequences for France. Thus for
| Belgium to have yielded to the Ger-
man ultimatum would ipso facto have
conferred a considerable advantage
to Germany to the detriment of the
other belligerent, and would have con-
S(it.l\ltf‘d a breach of neutrality.

have meant

Indulged in Threats.

“Germany concludes her note by
threats. She engages, on the condi-
tion alrcady defined, to evacuate Bel-
gian territory at the conclusion of
peace. If Belgium behaves in a hos-
tile manner, that is to say, if she doces
her duty, Germany will be obliged to
consider Belgium as an enemy. She

Uz would then leave the ultimate arran-

gements of the relations of the two
states to the decision of arms. In
other words, if Belgium does not
agree to violate the treaty, Germany
will treat her as an enemy, and adds
a veiled threat of annexing a part or
the whole of her territory.

“TPhe moral fibre of nations is not
always measured by their size or pow-

"m‘. Belgium is small and weak, but

'her answer bears witness to her love

7= |of justice and to her respect of the
U5 | right.
1 'or than live dishonored.

She would rather die with hon-

Belgium’s Answer.
“That was made clear by the an-
swer of her government. The answel
was as follows:
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right here.

Now is th\e time to prepare for the cold nights. 4{16
Come and see for yourself the ex-

cellence of the values we are showing in these “Can’t
Do Without” Goods.

White Wool Blankets, from $2.40 to $12
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Wadded Quilts, $1.40 to $5.00
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Eiderdown Quilts, $5.50 to $21.00
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Eiderdo\gn Crib Quilts, 30 x 40, $2.90.
A Job L.ot
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Usual Price $1.00 to $4.00.
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51 White and Colored (Quilts

Now 7O0cC. to $2.80
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““Phe German note has been a
“painful surprise to the Belgian gov-
“ernment. The intentions which the
“note attributes to France are in con-
“tradiction to the formal declarations
“which were made to us on August 1
“in the name of the republic. Be-
“sides, if contrary to our expectations
“_France is about to vielate the
“neutrality of Belgium, Belgium
“would be prepared to fulfil its neut-
“rality . obligations and her army
“would offer to the invader the most
“vigorous resistance. The treaties of
“1839, confirmed by the treaties of
“1870, commit to the guarantee of the
‘powers, and notably to the govern-
“ment of his majesty the King of
“Prussia of the Kingdom of Bel-
“gium.”

“Necessity Knows No Law.”

“The Chancellor of the German Em-
nire said in a sitting of the Reichstag
on August 4: ‘We are in a state of
legitimate defence. Necessity knows
10 law. Our troops have occupied
LLuxembury and have perhaps already
penetrated into Belgium. This is
igainst the law of nations. France,
t is true, has declared to Brussels
hat she is determined to respect the
neutrality of Belgium as long as her
1dversary respects it, but we Kknow
hat France was ready to invade Bel-
sium. France can afford to wait; we
zannot. A French attack on our
lank in the region of the lower Rhine
night have been fatal. It is for that
‘eason that we have been compelled to
gnore the just protests of the govern-
nents of Luxemburg and Belgium.The
injustice which we thus commit we
vill repair as soon as our military
ybject has been attained.’

Worth Nothing.

“It has been shown above how much
value can be attached to the asser-
tion of the alleged intention of France
.0 invade Belgium. That intention
ind the realization of that intention
yelong exclusively to Germany, and
hey must be left in her possession.
l'his is especially the case in view of
he fact that the military dispositions
mndertaken by France absolutely re-
‘ute the allegations of the German
‘hancellor. So true is this that when
he violation of Belgian territory be-

' ‘ame an accomplished fact, and when

he King of Belgium appealed, under
he terms of the treaty of 1859, for
support in maintaining the neutrality
»f Belgium which these powers -had
ruaranteed, France was so litle pre-
)ared to invade Belgium that it took
1er more than ten days to get her
roops into the country.

“The world is familiar with the
way Germany has repaired in Bel-
gium the injustice of which she was
guilty, to use the words of the Ger-
man Chancellor.

Barbarous Acts.

“Under the pretext that her troops

were attacked by civilians, and even
under no pretext at'all, whole villages
have been razed to the ground. . Im-
portant towns whose boast it was to
represent part of the common inhgri-
tance of civilization were not spared.
Their monuments, which have been
respected during the centuries in all
the constant wars of which Belgium
has been the theatre, were deliber-
ately destroyed. Open cities were
bombarded. Exorbitant taxation was
imposed upon conquered towns, and
when the inhabitants were unable to
pay the taxes a large number of
their houses were set on fire. That is
what happened to Wavre, among
other cities, whose 8,600 inhabitants
were unable to pay a tax of $600,000.
Termonde, with 10,000 inhabitants,
was utterly destroyed. On September
15 there only remained in that town
282 houses out of 1,400. The town of
Aershot, with 3,000 inhabitants, is
now nothing but a mass of ruins, and
more than 150 of its inhabitants have
been shot.

Antwerp and Louvain.

“Dirigible balloons have thrown
bombs at night into Antwerp. It can-
not be maintained by those who were
in the balloons that they were trying
to hit the forts, as the forts are. out-
side the boundaries of the town, and
a good distance outside them as well.
Nor could the bombs thrown have had
any effect upon the forts( which are
even stronger than those of Liege.
There was no warning of this bom-
bardment, a fact which constitutes a
violation of Article 26 of the Fourth
Convention of The Hague, and more
than a dozen people were killed, all of

T \
them non-combatants and several of ' “From the declaration made by the |

them women and children.

“The town of Louvain, with its 42,-
000 inhabitarits, was one of the cen-
tres of Belgian culture. It had no

'Tmperial German Chancedor it may
'be seen that the German government

lis conscious of its wrongdoing.  As |

lone of the guarantors oi Belgium’s

{

mercy shown to it and has been near- neutrality, it wanted to force Belgium
to reiinguish its neutrality for Ger- |

ly obliterated. Several quarters of
the town were set on fire, the Church
of St. Pierre, a marvelous example of
Gothic art; the building of the Uni-
versity, including the library with
more than 70,000 volumes, of which a
large number were ancient manu-
scripts, the collection belonging to
the University, nearly all the scienti-
fic institutions and nearly all the
houses of the town were deliberately
burned. They are now nothing more
than heaps of ashes. Their destruc-
tion has been a loss to the whole civi-
lized world.

“Numbers of absolutely innocent
women and children lost their lives in
the fire which was started by the
order of the German military officials.
Of those who were saved, 'several
thousands, including women enfeeb-
led by age and children in arms, are
to-day wandering homeless over the
roads without food or clothing. They
are not to blame for anything, unless

it is because they belong to a nation |

which has refused to purchase peace
at the price of dishonor. That can
be the only crime accounted to them,
and it is for that they have lost all
their possessions upon the earth.

|muany’s benefit. Becaus:

Belginm |

‘would not consenr to this nertidy and

ibecause {(yermany v culd not reproach
{her with anything else, G2rmany in-

‘vaded and r . e ed with bilood ard

iruin a suall p2aczeful conutr s of hard- ‘
'\\'orl{ing and h¢rest peopl-, a countyy |

| wiich it had promised to protect.

| “This attack vpon her neutrality is |

Ithe first violaiion for whi:k Beigium
iasks judgment from th:z universal
| conscience.
|  *“The entire Belgo-German question
Eto-day is dominated by the fact of
;Belgium. Therefore, there is not a
| single shot fired by a German soldier
'in Belgium which is not manifestly
'and avowedly belying most sacred
things; the keeping of a solemn
pledge and the right of an honest na-
|tion that never wanted war, nor show-
'ed aggressive disposition, to be al-
lowed to live its peaceful and neutral
{ life,

“Such is the Belgian case: Human-
ity will judge it!”

ADVERTISE IN THE
MAIL AND ADVOCATE
FOR BEST RESULTS

THE FIRE ALARM

'may ring at a momeént’s notice. "What
'a hurry and scurry and how the
‘horses dash by to reach the fire.

'IF YOUR HOUSE BURNED WOULD

YOU SUFFER LOSS?

It’s almost a sin to think you would
'when insurance we write is so cheap.
+ Before insuring see us.

YOU’RE ABSOLUTELY SECURE
WHEN WE INSURE YOU.

PERCIE JOHNSON.

Insurance Agent.

Anyone can repair a roof with Elas-
tic Rooffing Cement Paint. It is easy
and ready to apply. No heating re-
quired. You can do the work your-
self with an ordinary whitewash
‘brush. P. H. COWAN, Agent.
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Attracts the attention of the “Fashionable Set” daily.

two complete lines of

SAMPLE COSTUMES

made in two of the best known Tailoring Houses in London—
Messrs. James & Priestley, and C. Petch & Sons.
Naturally since they are Samples there are not two alike, all
g the Latest Effects in Style and Color are represented.

These Costumes were created by leading designers and built
by Master Tailors with the greatest of care so as to stand the test of
the experienced Department Store Buyer who places his orders on

o

% Smart Ladies’ Costumes
;
:

the strength of these samples. -

ﬁ We Bought These Costumes at a Clearing Price, Far
}% Below the Wholesale Cost.

Regular Wholesale Price, $

g
L

HERE THEY ARE:

T,
8.25.
90.00.
10.50.
13.00.
16.00.
219,
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We show
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6.75. Our Retail Price, $ 5.45.

6.30.
6.90.
7.35.
8.65.
10.00.
12.50.
16.50.

rush. Get your Costumes at a price which means a sav-
ing of Dollars to you. ALL OUR GOODS ARE

MARKED IN PLAIN FIGURES.

it
. 10.
:1.
fg We invite your kind inspection. Come early if you can and avoid
i3
:

The SAMPLE BARGAIN STORE

J. P. Maher & Company, Limited.
167 WATER STREET EAST.
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FIRE STOCK SELLING CHEAP |

Guns, Rifles, Bedsteads,

Tools, Axes, Saws,
Knives and Forks,

Pocket Knives, Planes,
Locks, Hinges, Scales,

Rules, Paints, Traps, .

Shovels, Fish Beams,
Handles and Vices.

Pipes, from 75c., $1.00,
$1.20, $1.50 dozen.

Martin Hardware Co.; Ltd.
Front and Rear, next West of Old Store.

P.S.—All Mail Order Goods
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will be supplied in new-stock. unless otherwise ordered.
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