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On arriving in England we lost no time in placing: ourselves in commumoatxon wnh
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies; and a Comnitiee of the. Impenal
Cabinet, consisting of His Grace the Duke of Somerset, the Right Honorable thé, Earl
DeGrey and Rzpon, the Right Honorable Wm. E: G'Iadstonc, and the Right Honorab]e -
Edward Cardwell, haviog: been appointed to confer with' us, and’ negotmtmns were opened ’
and continued at frequent intervals, up to the close of our mission.

The subject to which we first jnvited the attention_of ‘the Conference was the ‘pro-
posed Confederation of the British North American Colonies. We reminded the Tmperial
Ministers how largely all the questions, with the discussion of which we were charged—
and especially those of defence, foreign commercial relations, and internal commumcahon .
—would be affected by the Union, and how greatly their satisfactory settlement would be

" facilitated by it. We explained the reasons that existed for obtaining the assent, of all the
Colonics to the Union at an early date, and the promise to whxch the Governmenb of
Canada stood pledged to proceed without delay with Constitutional reforms for - Canaz?a
alone, in the cvent of the larger measure failing to be obtained. We received at.once
from the members of the lmperml Cabinet assurances of their hearty approval of the Cou-’
federation scheme, and of their anxious desire to promote its early accomplishment, by all
the legitimate influence of the Imperial Governmeat. In ‘the discussion of the means to
be adopted for effecting Confe:leratlon, we trust it is unneccssary, to assure Your Eszcel-
leney that the idea of coercing the Maritime Provinces into'the measure, Was not for a

moment entertained. The end sought was to ascertain in what manner the questiofi’ of
Union, in all its bearings, could be best brought under the full and fair consideration’sf our .
fellow Colonists, and the grave responslblllty urged upon them, which they would assime
by thwarting a measure so pregnant with fature prosperity to British "Americd, 80 20%i-
ouJy desired by the great mass of the people to be affected by it, and whiek- had been _
received with such marked satisfaction by our fellow-sub_]ects throuvhout the British
Empirs. We received assurances that Her Majesty’s Government would adopt_every
legitimate means for sccuring the’ early assent of the Maritime Provinces to the Umon ‘Ta
the course of these dwcussmns, the question of the Intercolonial Railway came up as,a
necessary accompaniment of Confederation, when we sought and obtaived a renewal of‘ the
promised Imperial guarantee of 2 loan for the construction of that work.

The important question of the future military relations between the Mother Couutry
and Canada received earnest and grave consideration. Before entering on the discussion

of details, we referred to the recent debates in the Imperial Parliament on the’ subJect of
Ca snadian Defences, and especially to the assertions confidently made by certain ‘membgrs
of the House of Commons, that Curada was incapable of efficient protection against'inva-
sion from her inland border. We explained the injury such statements tended t to_produce,
and the necessity of our ascertaining, as a preliminary step to our discussions, whether. or
not they were well founded. *We asked that a Teport on the whole subject of the def‘ence
of Canada, with plans and estimates, might be obtained from the highest military and
naval authorities of Great Britoin.: Such a repott was obtained and” commumcated tous "
conﬁdentxally—-—and We Tejoice to say that it was caleulated to remove all'doubt 2s- to* t,he -
security of our country, so long as the hearts of our people remain ﬁrmly attached};p the
Bntxsh flag, and'the power of E’ngland is wielded in our defence. ' )

'On the part of Cunada, we expressed the desire that this plan for the def’euce oE all .
paris of the Provinceé should be, taken as the basis of arrangement; and that s full and .
candid’ discussion should be had as to the share of the cost that oubht to be borne 1 respee-
tively by the Imperial and Provincial exchequers. 'We expressed the carnest wish of the .
people of Canada to perpetuate the happy existing connection with Grea& Brzta.zu, and '}
their entire willingness to contribute to the defence of the Empire their full quota; “decord: !
ing to their ability, of men and money. But we pomted out that if war-shonid everunhap-_:
pxly arise between England ‘and “the United Statés, it could oaly be an Impenal war, on
Tmperiel grotads—that our' conntry alone would be ‘exposed to 'the horrors’of iAvasion—
and that our exposed position far. from ‘entailing ou'ns mnusual burdens; should on' the con-
trary secure for us the’ special and” generous consxderanon “of the- Impenal -Glovernment.

' We explained, moreover, that though Cdnada continued to ‘progress steadily and’ raplhly‘
it was a vast country, sparsely populated—thatrthe difficulties of first settlement" were FHardly -

_yet overcome——that the proﬁts of our annual mdustry were to be found no_t: m ﬂoatmol
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