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THE GRAIN

Our Ottawa Letter

Naval Bill Killed by Benate—Mackenzie and Mann Get Cash

4 (636)
Gifrty of 815,000,000
b,

15 The Guide Mt
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Ottawa, May The lunyg delayed
obmequien of Premier Borden's il to
vive 835,000,000 for the coustruetion of

¥ ’
bhree Dresdnoughits to he givea 10 Lhe
Imuerial Admiralty, took place st one

o'elock this morning in the Bepato
Chamber., The final scenes were quiet
in the extreme, There were only a few
people in the gaileries, but a eonsider-
able number of members of parliament
and pressmen Geeupie A4 the vacant space
on the floor of the Chamber where com
moners are woant to gather on two occa
slons each henr the repre
santative uf royalty read the specches
from the throne h mark the open
Rhion,
aud definitely
doption by the
Libéeral majority of an amendment to
the second 1’4-:.');',:,' moved by Sir ”l":r“ﬁ
Koss, the opposition leader, declaring
that the Upper House could ‘‘not give
its assent to the bill until #—had been
wubmitted to the judgment of the coun-
try.’” * This amendment was ;uluptyted
gn a vote of 51 to 27, a Liberal majority
of 24. Benator Ellis, of St._4ohn, a
Libersl of independent views upd im-
perialistic tendencies, recorded his vote
agninst the amendment, while. Ht:nu_tur
Montplaisir; a French Canadian Con-
servative. of Nationalist stripe, voted
with the opposition majority.
Party Political Game
The -fate of the bill was really de-
cided definitely at-a caucus of the lv.ib-
eral members held on Tuesday morning,
at which a decision was reached that
Sir George Hoss should, on the second
reading, move the sume amendment as.
was moved by Senator l.'.xx;'?.-'-"ly H'n,
then opposition leader, when Bir Wlll'rllfl
Laurier’'s Naval Bervice Act ‘was in-
troduced in 1910, This was considered
a rather clever move, because it en-
abled Sir Géorge Ross, in the course of
an able speech to be able to say that

pesnion, to

ing und close
The bill was
1

slaughtercd by

by Buccessful Lobbying

ecinl Correspondent)

s Libéral majoritysin the Benate were
adopting the ecourse advoeated
by Premier Borden and his followers
when the Naval Bervice Act was under
conwideration. The speecch by Sir
fenrge was strongly imperialistic in its
tone and probably his best point was
that as a policy of eontribution would
ultimately lead to’ trouble between
Canada and Great Britain, it was Mr.
Borden who was the separationist and
not the Liberals.

The government deliverance was
made by Benator Lougheed on the pre-
vious day. Mr. Lougheed went a long
step in the direetion of an advocacy of
a system of permanent contribution and
imperial centralization. He contended
that there is an emergency and for
Canada to attempt to build a navy at
the present juncture, would be - little
short of an insult to the Mother Coun-
try. The speeches of other senators,
of which there were many, ¢overing a
period of four days, were not marked
by much originality of thought. They
tollowed the lines taken by speakers in
the Commons on :hoth sides.

As a result of the killing of the bill
there is some speculation as to what
course the government will now pursue.
While it is possible that Mr. Borden
may make some general statement be-
fore the House rises, the probabilities
are that no definite plan will be for-
mulated until the recess, when the sit-
ugtion will be thoroughly canvassed by
the Premier and his ministers. While
some are inclined to think that there
will be an early autumn session to pass
a redistribution bill and an appeal to
the- eountry, otheérs belicve that par-
liament will meet as usual in November
and that at the ecarliest there will be
no election before the summer or au-
tumn of 1914, .

Canadian Northern SBubsidy

Early in the week Hon. Frank Coch
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nister of Rails
¢ Commons the railway gubsidies for
the eurrent fiscal year. As anticipated
hey are pretty large and the Canadian
Northern Rallway gets by all odds the
ghare of them. Figuring the
general subsidies at the minimum sum
of 83,200 per mile the subsidies amour
to over twenty-two million dollars, «
which the Canadian Northern, on th
completion of certaip lines, will
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from fifteen and a half to seventeen
million dollars. The Canadian North
ern’s successful dip into the publie

treasury is due to the fact that twelve
thousand dollars per mile; or practically
double the usual maximum subsidy of
$6,400 per mile; is given on two lines.
They are the Ottawa-Port Arthur sec-
tion of the proposed transcontinental
system-—a streteh of railway 910 miles
long—and the line from Edmonton to
the British Columbia boundary; a dis-
tance of 260 miles. The late Liberal
government gave Mackenzie and Mann
a4 bond guarantee on the Ottawa-Port
Arthur section of £35,000 per milé; and
on top of this the company
ceives a-double subsidy. Then it is pro-
vided in the resolutions submitted to
the house that the Canadian Northern
Ontario system will receive the regu-
lar subsidy not exceeding $6,400 per
mile on the 250 miles of railway be-
tween Ottawa and Toronto. In a couple
of  respects the Canadian Northern
handout is not so bad ‘as it was thought
it would be a couple of months ago.
Then more extensive gubsidies and a
loan of $10,000,000 was hinted at, but
the expressions of publie opinion as
voiced ‘by the press throughout the
country evidently determined the gov
ernment to go a bit easier than was at
first proposed. Then, according to the
arrangement arrived at, the government
is to receive $£7,000,000 ‘worth of the
common stock of the Canadian North-
ern a8 payment for the subsidies: in
excess of the usual amount. Just what
Canadian Northern stock is worth at
the present time it is difficult to say,
but some authorities estimate its value
at one-fifth of par. Allowing it such
a value the government will receive
value to the extent of about $1,400,
000 for the excess subsidy amounting to

now re
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$7,000,000 which has been granted.

Some day, perhaps, this stock will be
worth one hundred cents on the dollar,
but in it is not likely to .
prove " an asset for the

country, nor will the ext
partnershilp into /which the government

has entered with Mackenzie and Mann
enzblé it to exercise any considerable
share in the management of the road
or the rates and charges to the publie,
Smoothing the Passages

As explained in a letter several weeks
ago the campaign on behalf of the
(Canadian Northern Railway was com
menced t'rnnparati\'vl_'.' early in the ses
sion. - During the absence in’ England
of Sir William Mackenzie, his partner,
8ir Donald Mann, spent considerable
time in Ottawa interviewing Premier
3orden, Hon. Frank Cochrane, Minister
of Railways and Hon. Robert Rogers;
vwho has throughout taken a prominent
part in the negotiations. “As a matter
of fact, most of the lobbying has been
done by the two railway knights them-
selves, and they did not neglect either
ministers or members-on both sidés of
the House. During the ten days pre-
ceding the bringing down of the subsi-
dies other lesser lights of the Company
arrived on the scene and were very busy
in the corridors of parliament. They
included W. H. Moore, otherwise known
the secretary of the
company; ‘W, Sloan, of the secretgry’s
office, and Gerald Ruell, of the legal
staff. These men could be seen at al-
most any time of the day and night dis-
cussing the interests of the Canadian
Northern with various members of the
House, with the idea, no doubt, of
smoothing the way for the passage of
the subsidies through the House.

Subsidies other than those given to
the Canadian Northern are pretty gen-
erally distributed throughout the Do-
minion, quite a number of companies

being the recipicnts of this annual
favor from the government. From the

Atlantiec to the Pacific various lines
have been helped. It is provided, of
course, in all cases that the money will
not be paid until construction has been
undertaken, when the money will be
handed out on the basis of progress
estimates as the work proceeds.

To the Grain Growers of
Western Canada :

RV

your crop?

Are you willing to save a fraction of a cent per pound in the purchase of your
Binder Twine and thereby lose dollars per acre in the expense of harvesting
REMEMBER, when harvest is right at hand and you discover that
the twine you have bought at a small reduction in price per pound is also cheap
in quality, it will be too late THEN to make the change.
cut your crop with whatever old twine you may have, the best way you can.

For twenty years the most prosperous farmers of Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta have used Plymouth Binder Twine, and it has proved itself to be
the real friend of the farmer by giving him good service.

The Plymouth Cordage Co. is ready to extend to you the same service for
your 1913 crop. You cannot afford to take a chance on your Binder Twine.

BUY “PLYMOUTH”

Inquiries from Grain Growers' Associations, United Farmers’ Associations
or Farmers' Clubs will have prompt attention.

PLYMOUTH customers never suffer from a twine shortage. There is at all
times enough to supply THEIR needs.

W. G. McMahon,

Sales Agent, Winnipeg
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