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THE IDOLS OF EPHRAIM.

[Sermon by Rev. L. H. Wiseman, M. A.,
President of the knglish Wesleyan Conference,
preached at Blenheim-street Chapel, Newcastle-
on-Tyne, KEngland, on Sunday, October 20,
15872.] -

Ephraim shall say, Whas have I to do any more
with idols ? 1 have heard him, and observed him :
I am like the green fir-tree. From me is thy fruit
fourd. Hosea xiv, 8.

It fell to the lot of the Propbet Hosea, as it
has fallen to the lot of many another boly and
noble man, to live in evil days. Hus micistry
extended over a period of perbaps seventy
years, and was confined exclusively to the king-
dom of Ephraim, mentioned in the text, that is,,
the revolied kingdom of the ten tribes. While
Isaiah, his great contemporary, propbesied in
Jerusalem during a period of sixty years— in
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiab—
Hosea was prophesying in the cities of Samaris,
and was comtemporary with bim during a great
part of that period.  In the whole of this book
of Hosea the reference is to this kingdom : not
to Judea, but to the revolted kingdom—the
people who followed Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat, by forsaking the national worship and
setting up two golden calves, one of Dan, at
the extreme north, and the other at Beersheba,
tke vxtreme south of the kingdom. Instead of
going to Jerusalem they went either to Dan, or
Beersheba to worship those go!den calves which
Jeroboam bad set up—whose example was fol-
lowed by his successors. This is the meaning
of that repeated clause we meet with in the Lis-
tory of the kings, when it is said they followed
** Jeroboam, ‘the son of Nebat, who made
Israel to sin.” Jeroboam was the first king
who practiced the idolatrous worship and his
successors, one after the orther, imitated his

example, namely, in forsaking the worship of
the Lord Jehovah, and encouraging a system
of national idolatry. It was the lot of this holy
man of God to stand by, a witness of the Lord
in this national corruption. It is perhaps this
state of thing which accounts for the gloomy
and somber tone of the prophecy, Perhaps
there are few books that are so little read and
s0 little understood as this of Hosea. There is
some reason for this, for it must be conlessed
the writing is so obscure that it requires care-
ful study and particular acquaintance with the
circumstances of the times to enable the reader
to attach a satisfastory rseaning to the terms.
Moreover, he is most concise; be expresses
in tewer words, and wraps up his meaning in
sentences of such extreme shortness that,unless
there is this particular knowledge on the part
of the reader, the prophet’s meaning does not
appear so clearly on the surface. But when
the book is studied with such aids it presents
one of the richest mines, full of the precious
gold and silver of the kingdom of God. Iu the
chapter before us the propbet assumes a more
bopetul tone than that which appears in the pie-
vious parts of the book. The previous por-
tions are almost entirely devoted to denouncing
God's wrath against the people’s iniquities.
The sentences are sbort and abrupt, like tle
successive tollings of a fuveral bell, as if toll-
ing the kuell of the kingdom in which he was
born, and of the people to whom be preached
the word ot Ged; but in the last chapter of the
book, which might represent the closing period
of this great man's ministry, there is a more
hopeful spirit manifested. He exhorts them to
repent, and declares to them God's mercy. Ia
this last chapter we have that well-kzown pas-
sage, which is the delight of so many preachers
in every generation, ‘I will be as the dew
uoto Israel.” In the words of our text, we
liave a characteristic specimen of the style ol
this writer. You observe there are four short
sentences—exceeding short—and each has a
meaning wrapped up in itself. The most cor-
rect way of understanding the text is to take it
as a dialogue between two speakers. The one
is Epbraim—that is, the people of the ten tribes
—but understood to be in a state of repentance,
weary of his sins, but resolved to forsake them
and call upon the Lord. The other is the Lord
Jehovab.  The four sentences in the text
make a thort colloquy. The first and third be-
long to Ephraim, and the second and fourth to
Jebovah. Eporaim shall say. ** What have 1
te do any muore with idols ?."  Then follows the
Lord, **Ibave heard him and observe him.”
That is, when Ephraim prays, the Lord bears
the prayer. When he casts away his idols the
Lord observes him with approbation. Then
Epbraim speaks, ** I am like a green fir-tree.”
That is, the leord has beard, observed, and for-
given him. Or, as David expresses it. “1
am like a green olive tree.” Then Jebovah
speaks again; ** From me is thy fruit tound.”
As though he bad said, Art thou like a greea
fir tree® Art thou bappyP—rejoicing in the
fruits ot a true repentance? Then Eph/him.
go on and prosper. Beware of self-righteous-
ness. Thy fruit is found from me, not thyself.
Aid may the Lord grant us light and belp
while we consider these words more tully ! ln
looking at these four short sentences separate-
ly, and in the precise order in which they
stand, you will observe we bave in the first
place,

1. The language of true repentance. Ephra-
im shall say, What bave I to do any more with
idols? Now, in all true repentance several
qualities must necessarily exist. First, confes-
sion of the facs of our sin. *- He that covereth
his sins shall not prosper, but he that confes-
seth and forsaketh them shall find mercy.” The
fact is confessed pot in any formal language,
but the thing is there—the wessence of repeat-
ance. Epbraim, now awakened into repent-
ance, cries out, ** What bave I to do any more
withidols®” Then be confesses he bad to do
with them. He acknowledged bhis sin ; he does
not conceal it. Then again, in all true re-
pentance there is net only & confession, but an
acknowledgment of guilt, and also ol the pecu-
liar and special aggravations which attend it.
You have this also in the language of penitence
here expressed, ** What bave I to do with

idols? 7 Observe the emphasis—what have J?
As it be should say, The heathen may bave
some excuse. No prophets bave spoken to
them the word of God. The- lively oracles
bave not been made knowa to them, and there-
fore they may have some excuse. At all events,
their following of idols is not attended with the
same fearful guilt. Bat Ephraim sball say,
* What have I to do? I have had the lawot
the, Lord. I have had prophets to teach me,

.and observed bim."

and to point out to me the right way. I Lave
had * line upon lioe, and precept upon precept.’
My fathers, and their fathers before them, have
been instructed in the knowledge of the true
God.” C quently, penitent Epbraim says,
** My sin is of a fearfully aggravated character
in cousequeace of the peculiar privileges the
Lord has given to me.” Understand the em-

eous Jur'ge will see a palliation, and, if rtruck

~1tewer will be laid on them. Brethren, you
see the moral. Our condemaation will be in
proportion to the privileges we posscss, The
very same sins, or cause of sin, indulged in by
two individuals will be looked at in different

Tiey bave the dictates of conscience. But,dt the
same time, the light that shines is so faint, the
absence of anytbing like religious knowledge is
so marked, that though there is a degree of
condemnation it will briag but few stripes on
the offenders. But maay will be laid on those
who bave such superior advantages. You and
I bave been taught not to worsbip idols ; to fly
from the first beginnings of evil. Therefore
this text, so far as it is to be interpreted by
this congregation for your own personal benefit,
is not to be understood of this one sin of wor-
shiping idols. There are idols of the beart;
woney, lust, drunkeoness, fame, fashion, frivel-
ity, covetousness, and I kuow not how many of
these foul images, set up in the temple of men's
hearts. KEphraim shall say, ** What have I to
do any more with icols?” You and I must
say, We know better; we bave been taught
better ; the law of God bas declared plainly,
*‘ They that do such things shall not inberit the
kingdom o1 God.” Our Saviour says, ‘It
shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Go-
morrah in the day of judgment,” than lor those
who sat under his ministry. *‘The wen of
Nineveh shall rise up in the judgment against
this generation, and shall coudemn it.” 8o in
the pame way, it in the case of Ephraim of old
you preceive not merely the fact ot his idolatry,
but its peculiar aggravations, what must be tbe
guilt, condemnation, and shame ot professing
English people in the nineteenth century—
trained up, as most of us have been, in schools
and chapels, and baving the law of God incul-
cated in us from the days of infancy—it, in
spite of the clear light and knowledge we
possess, we cherish these idols in our heart,
instead of baving it as a temple for the worship
of the true and living God! Further, in all
true repentance there. is au intention to abaadon
the sin: ‘- He that confesseth and forsaketh
shall find mercy.” It is right to acknowledge
your sins; but you may write the bitterest
things against yourself without being truly
penitent. The of repentance consists
in confessing and forsaking. The meaning of
the sentence seems to be, ** I will cast them off
their pedestals, and there shall be no more
memorial of them.” The Lord belp you and
me to say and do this:

The dearest ido! 1 have known
W hage er that idol be,

Help me to tear it from thy throne
And only worship Thee !

Consider, therefore, brethren, what idol there
is in your bheart. Confess it—acknowledge
your fault. Strive by the grace of God to re-
move it this day: Cast it to the earth. Dash
it to the ground, and open your heart as a pure
and holy temple for the worship and service of
Christ.
2. As in the first sentence we have the lan-
guage of repentance, 80 in the second we bave
the Lord's approbation: ** I bave beard him
I bave already explained
the general structure of the text, and you will
remember, according to the style of the prophet,
this sentence is spoken by the Lord: *‘I have
beard bim and observed him.” 1 Aave keard
him. And does not the Lord hear all things ?
Is there a sound in all creation that does aot
strike bis ear ? Is there a thought in the heart
of saint or sinner but what is tully known to
him? If so, what is there remarkable in the
fact, ** I have heard him,” seeing he beareth
and knoweth all things ? This remak is per-
tectly just up to a certain point. But in the
style of holy Scripture, especially in the Old
Testament, to hear is often understood to mean
to bear with approbation. Sometimes he hears
to condemn and disapprove, and sometimes to
approve with holy complacency. We bave an
illustration in the last verse of the first Psalm:
*“ The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous,
but the way of the ungodly sball perish.” But
where it is said, ** The bord knoweth the way
of the righteous,” the word knoweth is to be
taken in this bigher sense. He knoweth—be
approveth. So in the words of the text, **1
bave heard him and observed him.” I have
heard and ebserved with approbation aod de-
light. And, dear brethren, there is no sincere
prayer but what is beard by the Lord in this
bigher sense —with complacency and delight,
with an intention to answer it. There is a poor
distressed soul coming before the prophet,say-
ing, I am a woman ot a sorrowful spirit.”
Perbaps there 15 one here this morning, pious
sincere, well-meaning, with a tender conscience,
a great fear of sin; who would do any thing
rather than wiltully, knowingly break Ged's
law, yet, like liannah, saying, *‘ I am a man—
or woman, as the case may be—of a sorrowful
spirit; 1 bave offered many prayers, but they
bave not been heard. How ten have my
r petitions, in private and  wblic, ascended
:):hop:hrone of grace, and I seem little thefbet-
ter for all of it! I teel one of the weakest and
uaworthiest of mankind.” This may be, t?re-
thren ; but, instead of my arguing on the point,
let me urge on you the experience of the pro-
phet Daniel, as you bave it recorded in t_bo
tenth chapter of Daniel, tenth verse. My point
bere is, as to the Lord’s bearing prayer. De-
pend on it, where there is true sincerity of
heart ia prayer and penitence, and an endeutfr
to believe on the Lord Jesus, that prayer is
beard. The Lord very irequently bears and
approves, though tbe soul that prays may not
be conscious of that fact. What an illustration
of this we have in the case of Daniel! He bad
been fasting and praying msany days on account
ot bis own sins and the sins ot the natidn. And
it further appears that for some loag period bis
prayers seemed to Tmeet with no response: He
was in a state of trouble and sorrow. At length

we see deliverance is granted. Read verse 10:

*“ And, bebold, 8 band touched me, which set
me upoa my knees, and upon the palms of my |
bands.” He bad previously been lying on the
earth, but a hand touched him and be got on
bis hands and knees. ** And be said unto me, |
O Daniel, s man greatly beloved, uaderstand
the words that I spake unto thee. and stand
upright: for unto thee am Inow seot. And!

trembling.” Observe the gradation—first he

hands and knees, and pext he stood trembling. |
** Then said he unto'me, Fear not, Daniel : for |
from the first day that thou didst set thy heart |
! to understand and to chasien thyself betore thy |
God, thy words were beard, and I am come for |

| soul, and erying to the Lord in temptation and |

sorrow; and now a messenger is sent tobi-‘
| who tells bim to stand upright. The same
beavenly messenger tells bim, ** From the ﬁnt‘
day thy words were heard.” As though be |
should say, **Thou bast been thinking the Lord |
did not bear thee, but the Lord beard thy pray-|
er, and I have come to tell thee that, though it
pleased the Lord to keep thee waitiag, to exer- |
cise thy patiesce, and to show thee by a pnc~;
tical lesson thy own belplessness and nol,hing-l
ness—though be bas kept thee waiting at|
mercy's feet—thou art not to suppose the Lord |
was indifferent to thy prayer. From the first |
day thou wert heard, and now the messenger u“
come at last—the messenger of peace and
mercy, and reconciliation and pardon.” Take
courage, you that are in the same position, if
you have given up yourself to seek God. Does
your spirit bear witness that your heart is sin-
cerely desirous to seek the Lord, and find
Jesus, and walk in his footsteps ? Is it so that
the Messenger of peace and salvation does not
seem to have spoken with his sweet voice ?
Remember Daniel. The messenger came at
last. 1he Lord had been waiting, no doubt,
in order to exercise bis faith and test his sin-
cerity, O might this heaveoly Messenger speak
to some waiting heart! Some of you are ser-
ious and devout in spirit, but you have not that
comfort in the heart that you would desire—
this inward lite, this sacred peace, the joys of
salvation. Does not the voice speak to you?
Do you not feel the sacred hand that lilts you
up, so that you may stand up and believe in the
Lord ? that you may have ** the oil of joy for
mouroing, and the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness?” When your prayer be-
speaks true sincerity the voice of that tender
beart is acceptable to the Lord.

3. The third ot these briet sentences brings
us back to Epbraim agam. Hitherto, or at
least in the previous part, we have beard the
words of Jehovab. He bas beard and observ-
ed his repentaat child, and now th.t repentant
child speaks again: ‘I am like a green fir
tree.” Here, dear brethren, a few words of
explanation may be necessary, because the
style and language in thisfplace is altogether
foreign from our English babits of thought and
modes of expression. No Englishman, if raised
out of sorrow into joy—if lifted out of the bor-
rible pit and miry clay—would express himself
in that way. It is mot our idiom; but it was
theirs. We must understand it according to
their style, and translate it into our own lan-
guage and form of ideas. The tree called **a
green fir tree,” was found in abundance by
the sides of Lebanon. The Hebrew word is
rosh ; but we bave no English name for it, as
it is not found among us. It was a tree of
great value. The wood was exceedingly bard
and the grain fine, and it was wonderfully du-
rable, 7The shade of the tree was extremely
ample ; the leaves were thick, the foliage large
and beautiful, affording a ecol retreat from
the rays of the burning sun. The ecedar was
the most majestic, and this tree was next to
the cedar, and always considered as standing
side by side with it. That boasting man, Sen-
nacherib, whose boast it was to have come
and invaded the country, uses this language:
** With the multitude of my chariots I am
come up to the beight of the mountains, to the
sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall
cedars thereof, aud the choice fir trees there-
ot.” That was his method of declaring how
be had 1avaged the countiy and subjugated it.
Those trees stood side by side, emblems of
fertility, gladsome and pleasant. It implied
that Ephraim was bappy, his sorrow was tura-
ed into joy, As though be should say ** I am
coatent ; He has beard my prayer and rescued
me from trouble. I am like a green fir tree in
the forest.” What a blessing it is when the
beart is made free! * How bappy the man
whose heart is set free; the people that caa
be joyful in Thee!™ Such a blessing as hav-
ing the Lord for our ** light and salvation;”
having the fire burning and tLe light shining—
love glowing in a sanctified, watchtul, and ever
gratetul beart! The Lord belp you and me
to live in this state, so that we may be able to
say with penitent Epbraim, baving cast away
bis idols, having found the tavor of the Lord,
having been heard and answered by the Great
King, against whom he bas so long lifted up
the arm of rebellion: * I am like a green fir
tree.” He is filled with thanksgiving and
praise. Here is the glory ot the Gospel. 1
can preach to you this morning by God's
grace, in a more clear and satisfactory man-
ner than Hosea, because in his day the Great
Light had not appeared. He bad a measure of
light ; our light is fuller. Before the coming
of Christ there was a way of salvation clear.
There's was to believe om Him that was to
come. We believe on Him who has come.
Jesus Christ is lifted up this jvery day in the
eyes of you all, that, stricken and stuog as we
are by the fiery scorpion of sin, we may be
healed. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
widerness, so Jesus is litted up that you may
look—'* and whosoever believeth in bim shall
not perish, but bave everlasting life.” Your
tears will not wash away your sin; your sighs
will not bring sanctification and deliverance.
The praying, humble soul—the soul sick of
sin, weary of the long slavery of unbelief and
sinful habits—knoweth the way to glory in the
doctrine of free grace, light and happiness,
and salvation in Jesus Christ. He that be-
lieveth bath the witoess in himselt, and ex-
claims with the man of God, *' I am like a
green fir trec.” I bave found the Lord ; my
beart is made free. The witness is within;
and by the grace of God I will try to tollow

that Saviour who has ealled me * out of the
darkpess into His marvelious light.” There is
» beautiful bymn of our poes, Charles Wesley,
composed shortly after be bad found peace with
God. I bave often wished it bad tound a piace in
oar collection of bymns. Baut be wrote so maay
bymns that it is only & 'portion of them that
could be included in the bymn book. This

phasis. ** What bave /? " In otbers the right-  when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood bymn was written by the poet of Metbodism

under the title, ** Rejoicing ia baving found

by the baud of Justice the stripes will be lighter was lying on the earth, then be got up on his| Christ.” He had been seeking the Saviour for

many years. He bad been preaching and ad-
ministering the sacraments, but had not seen
the simple way of faith. At length he was laid
on a bed of sickness, and on that bed the Savi-
our revealed bimself. He felt his heart glow

lights by tha God of justice. The poor bea- | (hy words.” Observe he had long been chas- | with a sense of love and pardoning grace, and
: e : ol besipam
then sins agaiost a certain measure of light. | tening himeelf; be had long been afilicting bis | be took up bis pen and wrote this bymn:

O how happy are they,
Who the Saviour obey,

And bave laid up their treasure above ;
Tongue can never cxpress

The sweet comfort and peace
Of a soul in its earliest love.

That sweet comfert was mine,
When the favor divine

I received threugh the blood of the Lamb ;
When my heart first believed,

What & joy I received,
What & heaven in Jesus's name !

I rode on the +ky,
Fully jastified I,
Nor envied Elijah bis seat ;
My soul mounted higher,
In & chariot of fire,
And the world it was under my feet.

In the fullness of love.
I was carried above

All sin and temptation and pain ;
I could not believe

That 1 ever should grieve
Or dishonor my Saviour again.

O the rapturous height
Ofthe holy delight

Which I felt in the life-giving blood ;
Of my Saviour possessed,

1 was perfcctly blest.
As if filled wi:h the fulness of God.

4 New we come to the last clause of our text,
which brings to us the voice of Jebovah again.
Here the idea is carried forward to its final
terminatiop. Epbraim has repented and cast
away his idols, and bas been made a partaker
of the pardonrag love of God. He is filled with
love, and now, to conclude the whole series,
the voice of Jehovah speaks once more : **From
me is thy fruit found.” With these words
our subject concludes. You will bear, il you
bave got—what shall I call it—a musical ear ?
No; a spiritual ear. If you bave an ear tun-
ed the melodies of heaven you will discover
a kind of twofold sound in this last utterance of
Jehovah. There is a twofold sound; what is
the first ? The first is clearly bright and jubilant
full of encouragement : ** From Me is thy fruit
tound.” Thou art a pardoned child—a recon-
ciled believer. Take courage, thy warfare-is
80 far accomplished, and thou bast received of
the Lord's band ** double tor all thy sins.” It
is true, the world 13 an enemy ; the devil is in
front of thee, and the powers of darkness sur-
round thee. But take courage, ‘‘ our belp
cometh from the Lord.” Thou canst say,
**The Lord is my light and my salvation,
whom shall kfear? The Lord is the strength
ot my lite, ot whom shall I be afraid.” Thue
the last sentence seems to ring with tones of
eacouragement and hope. But listen again,
Is there not another tone in 1t? I hear a tone
of eaution—of’ gentle, loving, tender, wise and
benevolent caution: ** From me is thy frait
found "— from Me. As if the Lord should
say, ** Epbraim, my beleved son, my pardoned
child, my happy. rescued prodigal—a prodigal
no longer, but brought back to the Father's
bouse, and clasped to the Father's breast—re-
member where thy grace is to come from; not
trom thyselt, but from Me. Therefore do not
cultivate a spirit of self-rightousness. Do mot
think thyself overwise or overstrong. While
thou dest rejoice in hope and in a sense of sal-
vation, cultivate, at the same time, a spirit of
bumility, and remember that all grace is from
the Lord. *“O, thou wast a poor wretch
when the Lord first sought thee! Thou
wast & wandering prodigal, indeed, when the
Lord first had mercy on thee! Now, forget it
not. Cultivate a spirit of bumility. Remem-
ber what agpoor, wandering, sinful beart thou
hast, and let it keep thee close to the Lord,
and prevent thy falling from the same cause
with the devil and his angels—from spiritual
pride. Now, it you keep both these tonmes in
your ears, and mingle them together—not this
tone of caution to the exclusion of the clear,
trumpet toned voice of encouragement, but
blend them as the colors of the rainbow are
blended, and as these tones are bleaded in this

OUR FRIEND.

How sweet it is, when troubles come,
And Sorrow’s darts assail us,

That we can rest on Jesus’ breast,
And feel twill sever fail us !

Though joy or woe should overflow,
Enchanting or distressing,

The Friend above we dearly love
Will make it all a blessing.

For Hope, though Fortune smile or frown,
Throws bher white arms around us,
To keep all sin from entering in,
To flatter or to wound us.
No foe can harm, v0 siren charm,
For Jesus always sees us,
And pothing done can barm the one,
Who daily walks with Jesus.

Oh, who are sale, if we are nct,
It Jesus only love us ?

With hope to cheer, forever near,
And heaven just above us.

The word ** forgiven " awakes a beaven,
With raptures overflowing,

That sweeter grow each step we go,
And sweetest where we're we going.

O Jesus ! let us hide in Thee,
For there we'd love to hide us;
It anywhere, there's safety there,
Whatever may betide us.
Where thou art tound is boly ground,
Where Satan cannot enter,
There all that's sweet and holy meet,
For Jesus is their centre.
— Thurber.
LIFE CONSECRATED TO CHRIST.
(From the Christian Advocate.)

One of the signs of the times from which we
take large hope is the evideotly increasing con-
viction among Cbristians thgt the whole life
must be consecrated to Christ, not only for the
personal possession of bis tavor, but 1or the
advancement of bis kingdom in the earth. The
inquiry, ** What wilt thou bave me to do.?” is,
we trust, coming to have a deeper significance,
8 broader scope,implying a growing feeling that
the life which be bas redeemed should be de-
voted to him, and looking out upon the whiten-
ed fields, where the laborers are few.

Much bas been said and written of late years
of consecration and entire consecration, though
be it ooted, a partial censecration is really no
been comsecration acceptable to God,which has
often interpreted as having reference mainly to
the personal religious life. It is certainly
true that it is indispensable to the pardon ef
sin, & prerequisite to all genuioe discipleship,
and none the less it is necessary to all spiritual
progress. It doubtless often occurs that per-
sons who at the outset solemnly and unprom-
isingly surrendered themselves to Christ, and
who ran well for a beason, come to decline [in
spirituality and become more or less like their
former selves. Their love is grown cold.
Their zeal no longer burns. Christ is a pleas-
ant memory rather than a precious possession.
Such religious duties as are not neglected are
performed from the principle of honast duty,
but withous the .inspiration, the beartiness,
or the conscious reward of former days. The
explanation must be sought in their failure to
maintain their early surrender to the Lord
Jesus. Meanwhile, their knowledge of truth
bas been on the fincrease, and they are able
to discern more clearly the great breadth of the
divine requirement, and the extent of the con-
secration demanded of them. It surely is not
strange that they connect it with their restor-
ation to acceptance, or that eatire consecration
is felt to be a duty in order to personal holiness
The error lies in failing to see that while par-
don and holiness are granted for the salvation
of him who seeks them, they are a prerequisite
for something bevond. Consecration is not
only of the beart to love the Lord, but ot the
tongue to speak for him, the mind to think and
plan for him, the will to resolve, the foot to
run, the social position and influence to exert
pewer, the business to make money and the
open purse to give it, the pen to write, aed
the life to gather up its energies and lay
them at Jesu's feet, to be beld subordinate to
bis will aud used first of all for his glory. Is
not this what the Saviour meant when be bade
us ** Seek first the kingdom of God P

There is nothing selfish in Cbristianity. Its
great Author is himself its best illustration in
this respect, in the infinite love that yearned
over & lost world and in his voluntary humilis-
tion even unto death, that be might lift men
out of their darkness and guilt and bring them
to share in his eternal glory. Hew oppressed
in spirit we sometimes find bim becausé of the
wickedness and unbelief by which be was sur-

sentence ; if, strong in faith,you are at the same
time profound in humility—then you will go on
and prosper. You will prosper as individuals,
as beads of families, as class leaders, or as
teachers, or, collectively as a Christian people.
If you besr this last word—hear it continually
—and catch both the tones, the caution and
the tone of bright encouragement to bope in
the Lord, the utterance of this Divine voice
will warn, and at the same time it will be like
the pillar of a cloud by day and the pillar of
fire by night; It will guide you through this
loog, devious wilderness, until you reach the
place where there shall be no longer any need
of such a guide. Soghat, on the one band it
will subdue your natural pride, and ea the
other, it will keep you until your fruit is found
at last ripe and clustering, and you are blessed
torever in the paradise of God.

Pexxies oX THE Prare.—The practice of
putting pennies on the plate bas been handled
in a very gingerly manner by most preachers.
Not such is the style of Father Hennessy, and
we believe that be is right. Fatber Hennessy,
of St. Patrick's Bergen City, N. J., speaking
to his congregation recently, said: *‘ Let me
tell you that many of you are in the habit of
putting a penny upon the plate of our Lord. I
shall not have that. It is an insult to God.
Leave that to the children. You men and

rounded! How passionate as be looked
upon buman sufterings, the resul® of human
sin! How full of sympathy with every pen-
itent aspiration for a purer and better life!
How ready [po incur miscosstructions, brave
derisions, and sacrifice everything but the truth
itself, if be might but open the eyes of blind
souls and homor God! How bitterly be wept
over Jerusalem and bewailed its fate in utter-
ances that as we read them are full of sobbiag
and tears, and then with a beroism inspired
and enwrapped with love, marched onward
determinedly to the sacrifice of the cross !
Thus do we see what the spirit was that dwelt
in Christ. It was indeed a spirit of meekness
forbearance, and gentleness, but we bave no
right to limit it to these passive virtues. They
serve to illustrate some elements of the char-
acter which all Christians should possess, but
its more positive aod active side we do not
see until we include the self-sacrifice of which
Christ bas left us s0 conspicuous an example.
The follower of Christ must have the spirit
of Christ, the self sacrifice as well as the gen-
tieness. Resunciation of self must precede
all following Christ. ** Whosoever of you he
be that forsaketh not all that the bath, be can-
not be my disciple,” are words that settle all
disctission and interpose a barrier to all in-
trusion of selfish mptives and interests into the
service of the Lord. It is not selfish to seek
the salvation of one’s own soul, or the souls
of one’s children, any more than it was selfish
in Jesus to pray as be did in the garden, or to
weep with Mary asd Martha at the grave of
their brother and his loved friend. It is not

| from its stains, to hate its defilement and seek
| deliverance from its curse, to deplore it as of
teosive to God and strive for freedom from its
power. Man never gets out of himselt until
! be comes to the Lord Jesus, who thenceforth
is be to whom be lives. Nevertheless, there
|is, it must be confessed, a great tendency in
| many excellent people to circumscribe their
ireligioua efforts within very narrow limits, and
| sometimes to look but a little way beyoad
flhcmnlyn and their own persomal religious
condition.
| How cowes this to pass® For it assuredly
| needs to be accounted for. Perbaps in this
way. Much, and not too much, of preachiag
is upon things connected with the iuner life!
of religion, its personal experience, in the |
| hope of guiding the babe in Christ to spirit-|
ual manbood. The exercises of the class,
room belong mostly to the life of experience.
The hour, the place, the service, conspire to|
induce a habit of intrespection beforeband
and at the time, and the end sought is supposed
to be gained it those united in the class ** belp |
each other to work out their salvation.” Meet- |
ings for prayer, especially it Christians only
are present, not unfrequently take the same |
diveetion, with scarcely a reference to the un-
converted or those who are not present. Thus |
the religious culture is chiefly in a mngle di-|
rection, which ere long comes to be the babit. |
Now this result jwas certainly wrong, wrong |
by detect, b it is panied by a|
drill of these regenerated, baptized hearts for,
the great field ot Christian work. The foun-|
dation is laid, but who builds the superstruc-|
ture ? Not a particle of this devotion to spirit- |
experience can be spared, but we would draw |
it out into activity in all possible lines of Chris- |
tian effort. There is in it & power for good
that now lies dormant whbich aeeds only to/|
awake and go to work for Christ in order (o%
accomplish great things in his name.
Let us learn a lesson from the young con-!
vert constrained by the sewly-found love of|
Jesus to do or say something which shall lead
other precious souls to the cross. Trembjings |

him ; be bas given himselt to Christ, and can ’
not do less than work for bim. This is the
norma! life of consecration, and ought to be |
found everywhere throughout the Church.
We believe as we said at the outset, that it is
mereasing, but we would see an army of -oulo.
whose experience has taught th@n the ways of
the Lord using their knowledge and power for
Christ. How many Sunday-schools languish
for lack ot workers ? How many sioners are
never warned to flee the wrath to come ? How
wany Christians make no direct effort to save
souls P Such queries are startling, and doubly
00 when we reflect that a truly consecrated
Charch could in all probability speedily con-
quer the world.

THE GREAT DOOR OPENED.

BY GEORGUE LANSING TAYLOR.

Entirely aside from its supernatural charac-
ter, viewed simply as an intellectual and social
force extant and at work in bumanity, Chris-
tianity needs no prophetic foresight to forecast
tor ber the conquest of the world. If she is
not of divine Jorigin thea surely no religious
system is, and in that respect she is therefore
as well endowed as any other system, and in
all other respects immensely better. If she is
divine, then all ber other advantages are both
the fruits and weapons ot ber indwelling divin-
ity, and are therefore imperishable and invinc-
ible. How enormous are those advantages!
Nearly all the pure |[Iranian races, the most
capable and advanced ethnic stock of humanity
are ber inspired propagandists. The grand
North Temperate land zone, the greatest and
best on the globe, embracing three fifths of
its productive surface, is actually or construc-
tively in ber possession. The same may be said
of the three grest isolated continental

of limb and talterings ot tongue do mot disturb | cular occupations the heathen world.

Ia the glimmerings of that dawning they are
discovering their darkpess, and crying as they
wake for still more lzgh!. Anrd here occurs
the sublime opportunity and duty of Christian-
ity to-day. ler commerce and ber mission-
aries, liko [scattered reflections of a coming
morning, bave awakened at last the great pa-
tions ot the heatben world to the

that far beyvond their tradition-bounded, ignor-

« ‘Ih‘l'lll won

ance-bounded, conceit-bounded horizon hes an

undiscovered hemispbere of sunlit glory. They

{ bave sent their own exploring embassages ol

ol statesmen and sages, and bave tound and
coufessed it to be so. Now in the light ot this
discovery and conviction a new and mighty
want, an iosatiable demand, springs up in
their own lands for whatever bemefits Chris-
tianity can offer.

True, she is now sought more tor her gifts
than for herself; but she bestows her gifts
gladly, knowing that they all, wiih all drresist-
ible eloquence, proclaim and preach their
Source.
ber literature, her politics, ber ethics, know-
ing that they are all but trumpet-tongued her-
alds of berself, the barbingers of her superna-
These are the most

She gives her mechanics, her science,

tural and spiritual reign.

‘uhhh-, the most sought-for wares in the Gen-

tile world to-day. LEvery man, every mission-
ary who represents them in his own accom-
plishments, character, and work, is locked up
to as almost a superior being, an embodiment
of the divine beneficence in Luman form and
labors

In some instances it would appear that an
exalted idea of this great religioa almost
amounts to a barrier to its reception. The hea-
then conceives it to be beyond his intellectual
and woral capabilities, suited only to the supe-
rior beings who offer and illustrate it, uncon-
scious that it only has made them to differ so
vastly from himself. But while they fear to

'.cwpl such a religion they gladly accept i'p ac-

compan) ing education and civilizatioy, avd
codet the missionary as their school-teacher,
physician, engiveer, tactician, eouasellor. This,
in fact, o,.ens to him and his coadjutors in se-
’l‘l“l
is opening the highest. vastest field for Chris-
tianized enterprize on the globe to.day. lts
extent and its opportunity for good are alike
illimitable. It is a demand that must expand
in every direction, and ahnost beyond concep-
tion, in a very lew jears. And with it, as
an inevitable consequence, goes absolute lib-
erty and vastly augmented influence for the
missionary ia bis proper office and work. The
highways of commerce are beaten paths for the
Gospel. The multiform, millionfold applian-
ces and effects of civilization are pioneers for
the Gospel. The vast empire of paganism is
like a glacier, honey-combed by the spring
sunbeams, ready to thunder into ruin. The
great d 'sruption, the tremendous dissolution of
hoary systems, draws near. Woe to the world
it the constructive energy of Christianity shall
vot keep pace with ber destructive. The sew,
free, celestial radicalism must vivify what the
old despotic conservatism bas lifelessly bound
with iron bands, or the result will be chaoe,

anarchy, barbarism, and ** old night ” relapsed

upon millions of mankind. Christianity must

bave her workmen ready ; her sappers and mi-
ners must be closely followed by her engineers
and construction corps.
identical.
shioe high over all the wreck of ancient and or-
gavized sin.
Church to belt the world with ber missionaries

In fact, they must be
The saving cross must stand and

Now is the time for Christ's

e

RE-OPENING OF A WESLEYAN CHAPEL

AT PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAYTI.

In the Haytian journal, La Peuple, we find

a lengthened account of the proceedings con

nected with what is called ** The Inauguration
of the Wesleyan ‘T'emple,” at Post-au-I’rince,
on the 22nd of August last, from which we
translate some extracts :—

of the South Temperate zone, the great river
zone of the globe, thirty-degrees north latitude
in or near which empty the Mississippi,the Nile,
the Ganges, and the Yang-tee. A majority of
the great available natural eanals of the earth
is in ber power or opento ber use. So with
the great imland seas of America, Europe
and Asia, and’ also South America and
Africa. . ’

Christianity occupies or controls the locali-
ties of nearly all the great history of mankind,
and most ot that history is ethaically and mor-
ally related to bersell. Christiagity possesses
the only fruittul, aggressive, ygiversally ap-
plicable zivili in exi Christisnity
is to-day intellectually irresistible amd politi-
cally omnipotent on this planet. Her Author’s
command, was, ** Go into all the world.” She
has done se, and mow all the world is eoming
to ber. At first her light was rejected by sl
the jworld. Now sbe cannot send it abroad
tast enough to meet the demand for it, and the
nations are coming to her to belp themselves.
** Gentiles shall come te thy light, and kings
to the brightness of thy rising.” The mighty
Tenno of Japan contemplates making the tour
of Europe and America within a year or two.
The Gentile nations are coming to see ,if Chris-
tianity is at home what she asks them to be,
and if she accomplishes at bome what she pro-
poses to accomplish for them. Christendom
is now under the lens ot heathen inspection.
Would to God it were all it ought to be to-day
and shone as it should! Christendom, like the
individual Christiae, shines by actualfcharacter
more thas by words. When Gentile sages
from all the ends of the earth are throngiag to
study ber, it bebooves Christianity to be pure,
and raidiant with beavenly light without and
within. The opportunity tor ber shining is
divine.

Nor is she found empty of light at bome,
like the sum of clden theory, s dark orb, clad
in a resplendent atmospbere. Rather, like
the sun of modern science, she is found to be
the incaadescent original source of both the
matter and the remaining light of all cooled
and darkened orbs that revoive around ber;
a fountasin from whose amazing depth and
energy flow light asd beat emough to flood
all ber chilled and wasdering planets with ce
lestial life. These streams are flowing. The
seers of the nations are lighting their torches
a3 the bome altars of Christianity, and bearing
back ber beams to dissipate their own Joog-

selfish to loathe sin and seek to be washed

cherished night.

bly.

piastres,
of the temple ;
cation of the Temple at Jerusalem by King
Solomon (1 Kings viii ), be very solemnly pro-
nounced, in the name of the Holy and Glorious

worship ef the Almighty.
bas been the minister of this Protestant church
for thirty years, duriag which he has preached
the Word of €od in the country.
effects of the labours of this educated preacher
i the Republic bave justly won for bim the
highest reputation ; for, since he has been in
the vineyard of the Lord, we mark, with plea-
sure, the progress made by the worship which
be professes, seen in the number of young
students zealous and capable of preaching to
the people that evangelical morality of which
they have so much need.
whom he has trained, we always mote Bayard,
at Cayes; La Foresta, at Jeremie Catts Pres-
soir ; Paul Lochard Sadriaque Hyppolite, at
Port-su-Prince ; also Pastor J. T. Holly, Dean
of the Episcopal Convocation in Hayti, who
established and founded a cburch
ago, and bas turnished to the country six able
mussionaries X, Watchman.

The r ion eof this edifice in an in-

stance of energy, with faith and perseverance
in a degree rarely seen in Hayti; yet the merits
of the Wesleyan Mission are fully acknowledg-
ed throughout the whole extens of Hayti for a
number of years as being based upon principles
truly regenerative for bumanity in general.
With real pleasure, we note that the dedication
of the Wesleyan Temple in our capital drew
together the elate of the city.
there a crowd, but many were obliged to remain
without for want of room.
bly, numbering pMbably 1,200 persons, was
found the Minister of-Worsbip ; and the spect-
acle presented was all the more remarkable by
the fact that it comprised an immense variety
of religious opinions.

Not only was

In this vast assen-

The Roman Catholic

was here tound worshipping, in spirit and in
truth, the same God as bis Protestant brotber.

The ceremony of inauguration was perfectly

simple, and therefore sublime to the last de-

gree.
spectacle of a truly fraternal sincerity.

The only pomp on the occasion was the
After

some music well adapted o the occasion, Mr.
Holly, the pastor of the Episcopal Church, of-
tercd up a prayer to the FEternal, which wel
expressed the feelings and desires of the assem-

He was followed by the pastor, Mark B.

Bird, who gave some explanations as to the ia-
complete state of the building, in the course of
which be announced that up to the present time
the expenses incurred amounted to 10,000 pias-
tres, the balf of which had been raised by sub-

scriptions, leaving a debt of more than 4,000

Mr. Bird performed the dedication
and ‘nhrr baving read the Dedi-

I'rinity, that the edifice was now devoted to the
. Pastor Bird

The happy

Among missionaries

six years




