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portant subject ; and should they be the means of
promoting the best interests of the thousands on whose
Lehalt this is sent forth, the writer will have no rea-
son to regret that he has furnished them with the
story ot'the ¢ Broken Pen-kuife.™ Niuit.

PLANETS VISIBLE.

¢ Tuere’s nothing bright above, below,
From flowers that bloomn to stars that glow,
But in its hight the soul may see

Some feature of the Deity.”

The evenings of summer are not usually the most
wmviting to him who loves to readin the bright leaves
of what some one has called the poety of heaven.
The more resplendent constellations belong to a
winter’s night ; and those which do look out from
their azure depths appear shorn of their radiance.
But this dull aspect otl the heavens is just now enli-
vened by the presence of an unusual number of plan-
ets. Thereis no mistuking Venus, with her peerless
justre. Close in her train follows Jupirer, with his
fiery neighbor Murs.  Saturn souths, this evening a
few minutes after sunset, und Mecury, though im-
mersed in the solar beains, is also now in the same
western cbambers.  Such is a rarc proximity of the
five most brilliant planets.

The Christian delights in nature’s volume, for it
is the best commentary upon that of Revelation,—
anl save this only is the best suited to kindte his de-
votions.  Hence partriarchs went out.iinto the ficll
to meditate at even-tide, and the monarch of Israe!
could utter his sweetest, divinest lays when he
*considered the heavens.”” DMeek-eyed fuith lovese
t) look

“{low the brizht stars Jadance their mystic round
O'er heaven's imperial pavament ;'
tor they are embalmed in sacred not less than in se-
cular poetry, Do holy men of old wi<h to image
forth Jehovah’s uucompromising purity ¢ * Be-
hald)” they  exelaim, “ceven to the moon and it
shineth not ; yea, the stars arc not purein hissight!”
Woull they bumble the pride of man, aud teach him
hisutter imbecility 2 Well miny they ask, “ Cuanst
thou blind the sweet inQuences of the Pleiades, or
lonse the bands of Orion 2 Canst thon bring forth
Mizzaroth in his season, or guisle Avcturus and his
sons ?  Knowest thou the ordinances ot” heaven 1
In their sublimest revelations the Messizh i3 fore-
tokened as the star of Jacob—the brizht and morning
star. ‘The lioly and the useful are to shinc as the
brightness of the firmament and as the stars for ever
and ever. While—aw(ul reverse—tbe wicked are
wandering stars,for whom is reserved the blacknessof
ever-during night. What could be more forcible
and striking ! I'he righteous shall for evercircle
round the ‘* exceeding glory’’ to which they were
indissolubly linked Ly the centripetal power of Love;
while the sinner, like some errant planct, hath
strangely struck out of his orbit, and is ever more
wandering deeper and farther into the rezions of
night, and ice, and death. Fuwen the difi:rent de-
grees of glory consequent upon the ditferent degrees
of fuithfulness and grace in the Church milkant seem
to find their appropriate commentary in the same
sublime science. *‘T'here is onc glory of the sun,
and another glory of the moon, and afother glory
of the stars ; for one star ditfereth from another star
in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.”
Such are a few of the many astronomical allusions
which must have occured to such as study the sa-
cred writings. To those who would dwell on this
mspiring theme we may he permitted to mention
Chalmers’ Astronomical Discourses, and Burritt’s
Geography of the Heavens, or almost any of’ Dick’s
popular works, especially his Scenery of the Hea-
vens, which iakes alate volumne of Harper’s Famni-
ly Library.
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Theological.

THE PARABOLIC TEACHING OF OUR
LLORD.
CHAPTER II.
(Conlinued from page 230.)
Tur second parable which deserves our notice 1a

that of Jehoash, King of lsrael. And it demands it
on two accounts. First, s it confirms the sentimens

already advanced, that it was the practice nmcng.

eastern nations to express themselves mctnphorically
on the @rost important occasions, both religious und
political § and, secondly, ns it furnishes an wstance
of the power of figurative languaze to expresss the
passions in general—and here, defiance andcontempt.,
Amnaziah; the King of Judah, had smitten the Bdo-
mites; and, inflated with his victory, presuming, ‘pe: -
hap+<, aldo, that he should win back to the crown
of Duvid the revolted ten tribes, he ehallenzed to bat-
tle Jehoash, the King of Israel.  His dectaration of
war is couched in the figurative language of the duy.
¢ Come let us look one another in the fuce.” The
answer of the monarch of Israel is scorn and definnee,
*“ And Jehoash the King of [-rael sent to Amazinh
the King of Judih, saying, ‘I'lie thistle that was in
F.ebanon sentto the cedar that was in Lebanon, say -
ing, Give thy dauzhter to my son to wite : and thers
passed by a wild beast that wos in Lebanon, and trod
down the thistle.” 2 Kings aiv. 9. Fvery thing hera
is strongly marked ; the proud disproportion of ther
power, which he presumes—the thistle and the cedar;
their natural aflinity—both ot Lebanon ; the pre-
swiaption which he imputes o Aminziah ; the cave
with which he degns he ean erush hioe with his
forces. [t had been well tor the King of Judah if ho
had taken the counsel so roughly administered § he
persisted -in_contending with the monarch ot lsracl,
and was defeated and taken captive hy hin.

I'he third in~tanee of Seriptare parables which oe-
curs to ilfusteate the xubjeet, is thiat of the woman ot
Pekoah 5 and i3 object and etfeet -was persunsion.
David h:iul bani<hed tis beloved son Absalow, tor the
asgassinatton of bis brother Aimnon,  After his prier
was assuazed, and his anger nppeased, bie longed for
the return of his banished chitd 3 but he had been <o
guilty, that it appeared an act of injustice to reecall
hiin ; and the firmness of the monarch was in oppo-
sition to the feclings of the father.  While his mind
thus wavered a widow woman, instructed by Joab,
the commander of the furces, presented hersell be-
fore the king in habiliments of mo@ning ; and wheun
David inquired into the cause of her ealumity, she
answered, *“ | am indecd a widow woman, nnd mine
husband is dead. And thy handmaid bad two sons,
and they strove together in the field, nnd there wae
none to prart themn ; but the one smote the other, rid
sleww him.  And, behold, the whole family is risen
against thine handmaid, and they said, Deliver bit
that simote his brother that we way kil him, for the
life of his brother whone he slew 5 und we will der-
troy the heir also : and so they shall quench my cos
which is left, and shall leave to my husbaod neithe
name nor remainder upon the earth.”” How artle: v
this fable is drawn ; its circumstances so remole. ;=
not to awaken the suspicion of the Kiug ; yet sui. -
ciently allied 10 assist her plea il she rhould wove L.
to pity her imuginary distress ; and the tale is t |
with s0 much puathos, that she could scarely faii -,
cxcite hig compassion. Accordingly, be granted t..
life of her son ; and she immediately turned the arg.
ment upon him, that i he pitied another who hadl «:
fended partly in the samme way, he ought, in justic.
to himself, his son, aud his people, to recall his owr:
child.  Striking upon the uircady vibrating cbords o
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