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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.

Adult Education,

Did you ever think of the possibilities
of the everyday education, the education
which we can all pick up in all sorts of
places and from all sorts of people ?

Some men seem to drink in knowledge
through their very pores. They absorb
it everywhere. They are always study-
ing people, reading human nature, im-
pibing knowledge from every source.
Everybody they meet must contribu.e
something to their store.

We often see these people who have
pever been to college, and have had very
little regular schooling, and yet are
wonderfully well posted. They are able
to converse well upon all sorts of sub-
jects because they go through the world
with their eyes open, their ears open,
their minds open, their perceptions
alert. Their lives are enriched by this
constant alertness and the absorptive
power of all the mental faculties,

How few people appreciate the wonder-
ful opportunities of every-day life for
storing up wisdom that is priceless !

Among the greatest needs of this
country to-day are writers and speakers
who can show the possibilities of adult
education. There Is a very general con-
vietion that if one does not get his edu-
cation during the few impressionable
years of his youth, the opportunity is
gene forever. Nothing is more false.

This impression is due in large meas-
ure to over-emphasis of the importance
of mere ability to commit to memory.
But this is not so essential in acquiring
an education as the ability to observe,
to think, to generalize; the power to
grasp ideas with vigor; toanalyze them.

While it is of the utmost importance
to get the grounding of one's education
early in life, and before one settles down
to his life-work, yet there are some
advantages, if one only has grit, deter-
mination, and application, in getting an
education when the mind is more mature,

Men Who Balk Under Heawy Loads.

This morning I saw a pair ‘of horses
which had evidently become discouraged
by being hitched to loads that were too
heavy for them. At the start they did
their best to go forward ; when the
driver struck tham with his whip they
made an effort to pull ; but one could
see that their spirit had been broken ;
the long struggle with unequal burdens
had caused them to lose their confidence
and their grip, and after awhile they
ceased to make any effort to move.

I have often seen other horses loaded
beyond their strength ; but no matter
how heavy their load, they would pull
again and again with all their might,
streteching to the utmost every muscle,
nerve, and fiber in them ; and, although
they could not start the load, they would
never give up trying.

Everywhere in life we find people like
those horses. Some have become dis-
couraged by trying to carry toc heary a
load, and finally give up the strucgle.
They spurt a little now and again, but
there is no heart, no spirit in their effort.
The buoyancy and cheer and enthusiasm
have gone out of their lives. They have
been tugging away over heavy loads so
long that they have become disheartened.
There is no more fight in them.

There are others who, no matter how
heavy their load, will never cease in
their efforts to go forward. They will
try a thousand times with all their might
and main ; they will tug away until
completely exhausted ; they will gather
their strength and try again and again
without losing heart or courage.
Nothing will daunt them, or induce them
to give up the struggle. When every-
body else lets go, they stick because
they are made of winning material, the
mettle which never gives up.

When You Have Found Your Place.
_ You will be happy in it—contented,
Jjoyous, cheerful, encrgetic.

The days will be all to short for you.
Dinner time and closing time will come
before you realize it.

All your faculties will give their
consent to your work ; will say “Amen”
to your occupation. There will be no
protest anywhere in your nature.

You will not feel humiliated because
you are a farmer or a blacksmith, or a
shoemaker ; because, whatever your
occupation or profession, you will be an
artist instead of an artisan.

You will not apologize because you
are not this or that, because you will
have found your place and will be
satisfied,

You will feel yourself growing in your
work, and your life broadening ajsl
deepening. .

Your work will be a perpetual jonic
to you., There will be no drudgery in
it.

You will go to your task with delight
and leave it with regret.

Life will be a glory, not a grind.—
Success.

Tire Themselves Getting Ready.

Washington Irving tells a story of a
man who tried to jump over a hill. He
went back so far to get his start for the
great leap, and ran so hard, that he was
completely exhausted when he came to
the hill, and had to lie down and rest.
;}‘xlwn he got up and walked over the

il

A great many people exhaust them-
selves getting ready to do their work.
They are always preparing. They spend
their lives getting ready to do some-
thing which they never do.

It is an excellent thing to keep im-
proving oneself, to keep growing ; but
there must be a time to begin the great
work of life. 1 know a man who is
almost forty years old, who has not yet
decided what he is going to do. He has
graduated from college, and taken a
number of post-graduate courses—but
all along general lines. He has not yet
begun to specialize. This man fully
believes he is going to do great things
yet. T hope he may.

He Conquered His
Heredity,

How many people are kept back
}v‘(‘ﬁu use of an unfortunate family history !
The son of the notorious bandit Jesse

Unfortunate

He has worked in a packing house,
attended a cigar stand, and has done all
sorts of things to secure an education
and make his way in the world ; and at
last he has succeeded in overcoming the
handieap of his fearful inheritance,

His success ought to be a great en-
couragement to the unfortunate boys
whose fathers or mothers have
disgraced them and placed them at
cruel odds with the world.

Time.

.lf time be of all things the most pre-
cious, wasting time must be the greatest
prodigality, since lost time is never
found again; and what we call time
enough always proves little enough.
Let us then be up and doing, uud doing
to the purpose : so by diligence shall we
do more with less perplexity. Sloth
makes all things difficult but industry
all easy ; and he that riseth late must
trot all day, and shall scarce overtake
his business at night; whilst laziness
travels so slowly that poverty soon over-
takes him. Drive thy business, let not
that drive thee; aad early to bed, and
early to rise, makes a man wealthy,
healthy and wise.— Franklin.

Be Men.
Young men, let the nobleness of your
mind impel you to its improvement.
You are too strong to be defeated, save
by yourselves. Refuse to live merely to
eat and sleep. Brutes can do these, but
you are men., Act the part of men.
Resolve to rise; you have but to re-
solve ; nothing can hinder your success
if you determine to succeed. Do not
waste your time by wishing aud dream-
ing ; but go earnestly to work. Let not
a craven heart or a love of ease rob you
of the inestimable benefit of self-culture,
and you shall reap a harvest more valu-
able than gold or jewels.,

—_—————————

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.

Willie's Seholarship.

Willie was very auxious to enter col-
lege, but his father, though he could
well afford it, told him he had much
better get to work and earn something.

“I never had a college course, and see
how successful 1T have been,” he told
Willie when he tried to persuade Lim to
allow him to go.

At last a bright idea came to him.
The college of St., Andrew’s was to give
a free scholarship, and any boy would be
allowed to compete. After much per-
suasion his father said he might try,
ended with “You won't win it my boy.”

Willie thought of nothing else, and
waited patiently for the time to come.
One Jay as he was riding in the cars
two geuilemen, one evidently a Brother,
sat down next to him, and the conversa-
tion they carried ou came to his ears.

“ How I wish John Hale could try
for the scholarship at St. Andrew's. 1t
would give him the chance of his life.
But being an orphan he must lnok to
support himseif. OUf course, if he had it,
he could still stay at home, as we could
afford that much.”

“Yes," replied the other, “what a pity
it is that some soc'eties do not give
scholarships to poor boys in homes, for
then they would know they were deserv-
ing.”

With this they got off the ear, and so
did Willie, who followed them to sheir
destination, St. Michael's Home for
Boys.

That night he asked his father if he
won the scholarship would he grant him
a favor, a great one, but one he felt sure
he would be pleased to give.

“My son, you have been a good dutiful
child, and I will grant you whatever you
ask.”

The day came. Willie was in church
bright and early to receive Holy Com-
munion before beginning the day which
was to decide so much for him, and ask-
ing Our Blessed Mother if it was for his
good that he win the scholarship.

When the name of the lucky one was
called Willie could scarcely contain
himself, for it was he. Joy almost lent
him wings to hurry home to tell his
parents, and after he had told them he
gaid, “And now, father, I shall make
known to you my request.”

*Down in St. Michael's Home there is
a boy, an orphan, who was anxious to
compete for the scholarship, but the
Brothers could not afford to pay for
him, I now ask you to give the cne I
have won to him and you pay for me.”
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His father was astonished, but seeing
the goodness prompting him to make
the sacrifice, he gladly told him he
would do as he wished.
Willie weut down and told the
Brother and John Hale, and great was
his jny.
John and Willie became gre.t friends,
John doing all in his power for Willie.
One in after years became a great judge
and the other became a priest.
The Manly Boy.

A New York reporter saw a fat man
sitting asleep in a doorway in White-
hall street. About his neck some one
had strung a placard on which was
printed in big letters, “This flat to let.”
Most of the passers-by seemed to think,
the sight very funny. Many of them
stopped and a line formed along the
curbstone, Others grinned and hurried
on toward the ferries.
Presently a young man of Jewish
aspect came along. He looked at the
sign, which he probably interpreted to
mean “Please help the blind,” and put a
nickel in the man’s lap. The spectators
did nos know what to make of his action.
He looked very solemn as he walked up
Whitehall street.
A bright-faced hoy ahout eleven years
old came trotting down the street,
evidently bound for one of the ferries.
He was whistling merrily. He carried
two sehool books under his left arm.
When he got opposite the sleeping man
dad noticed the placard, the happiness
vanished from his face. He looked in-
dignant. He ran up to the man, put
down his books, grabbed the sign with
both hands and tore it from the man's
neck.
The sudden pressure of the cord on
the man's seck awakened him instantly.
He saw friendless in the eyes of the boy,
and swiled at him in a maudlin way.
Then he got up. His hat fell off, and
the Httle boy picked it up and handed it
to him. The man walked out on the
sidewalk, with the nickel contributed by
the benevolent Hebrew in a crease of
his trousers leg. The nickel finally fel.
out. The boy picked it up and handed
it to the man, who smiled again and took
off his hat and bowed with ludicrous
grace to the little fellow. |

The line of spectators on the side-
walk melted away with grave counten-
ances. One passer was heard to say:

“I wish I had a boy like that.”

Politeness and Courtesy.

Politeness and courtesy should be a
part of every girl's equipment for the
journey toward being a Catholic woman.
Some girls have diflicutly between truth
and politeness, and one often hears
them say in excuse for rudeness that they
did not like such aund such a person, and
that it would be citing an untruth to be
polite to him or her. Now this is a
mistake. “Politeness is to do and say
the kindest thing in the kindest way,"”
and surely to be kind does not necess-
itate untruthfulness. In most cases
where young girls show rudeness, a mere
silence would remedy the fault, or the
truth spoken in a charitable manner.

But girls, when first becoming con-
scious that they are to uphold the
principles of truth, are apt to lose sight
of the fact that they can do so gracefully
so as to bave regard for others. Of
course if they cherish hatred, they can-
not show courtesy without acting lies;
but Catholic girls do not hate anybody
or anything, and it is to them we are
spesking. When we get the feeling of
love and pity for all God’s creatures, we
find it easy to be courteous. Politeness
andcourtesy are almost synonyms of un
selfishness and forgetfulnets of self in
thought for the feelings of others, and
surely no trait of the Christian eharac-
ter is more beautiful than this.

So if any of our girls have been un-
intentionally 1ude through looking at
only one side of the matter, perhaps they
would like to try being polite and
courteous as all Catholics most certain-
1y should do.

" If You Want to be Respected.

"Don't contradict people,
you're sure you are right.

Don't be inquisitive about the affairs
of even your most intimate friend.

Don't underrate anything because you
don't possess it.

Don't believe that everybody else in
the world is happier than you.

Don’t conclude that you have never
had any opportunities in life.

Don't believe all the evil you hear.

Don't be rude to your inferiors in
social position. v

Dont’' repeat gossip, even if it does
interest a crowd.

even if

delivered the address on the occasion.
For years young James has been the
2“_1.}’ support of his widowed mother.

liet. 3 :
‘Corn Flakes '.inaiiite e v

Don't jeer at anybody's religicus be-

Learn to attend to your own business
—a very important point.
Do not try to be anything else but a

who has consideration for the whole
world and whose life is governed by the
Golden Rule: *“Do unto others as you
would be done by.”

How blessed our lives will become

tion of our loving Redeemer, *Learn of
Me, because I am meek and humble of
heart.”

—_————— e

Joy of the Religious Life,

What a marvellous thing the religious
life is, and, above all the contemplative
life, writes the Rev. R. H. Benson.
Here are these nuns without one single
thing that in the world's opinion makes
life worth living. There is practically
perpetual silence, there are hours to be
spent in the chapel, no luxuries, no
amusements, no power of choice, they
are always rather hungry and rather
tired at the very least. And yet they
are not sacrificing present happiness for
future happiness, as the world always
supposes, but they are intensely and
radiantly happy now in
time. I don't know what further proof
any one wants of who our Lord is than
that men and women find the keenest
and, in fact, their only joy in serving
Him and belonging to Him.

this present

Reading.

The reading of pious books and reli-
gious periodicals is a most eflicacious
means to lead a Christian life. This
kind of reading corrects erroneous im-
pressions, dissipates the mists of doubt,
recalls vividly to the mind forgotten
or half-forgotten truths and disregard-
ed precepts and gives to it an impulse
to high endeavor and wnoble achieve-
ment,
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